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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
May I start by wishing you all a very Happy New Year! I hope you had a good
Christmas and enjoyed the season. As our Christmas festivities come to an end
for another year, it is good to take stock of our lives.
Like you, I wonder what 2020 has in store for each and every one of us in our
personal lives and in our community lives. Some of you may be looking
forward to an exciting new event, for example a wedding, birth, special
birthday or holiday. For others the beginning of the year may be a scary or uncertain time. But for
all of us, there will be changes and we will need to adapt and perhaps compromise as we go
through 2020. As I write this, the results of the General Election in December are in, and Mr
Johnson is seeking to put together a new Cabinet. How will that turn out; what will be the results
for each of us personally?
Our lives are always full of change in one way or another and mostly we accept them and get on
with the consequences of that change, but sometimes changes can be really hard to adapt to. It is
then our inner strength comes to the fore—and sometimes we need the help of family and friends to
sustain us. And we should never be afraid to ask for help. As Christians, we believe that our help
comes from God. We read in Psalm 121, verses 1-3, 7-8:
I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber;
The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forever more.
Another short verse to recall in times of anxiety is that phrase from Julian of Norwich when she
was very ill in May 1373, who said “All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things
shall be well.”
Change is a natural part of life—changes to seasons, health, age and mobility being but a small part
of that—but if there are too many changes and too quickly, it can be upsetting.
Please remember you are not alone; we are all here to help one another. And there are some things
that never change, some things we can hold on to which are solid. God never changes, his love for
us never diminishes and if we let him, he can make our lives so much easier. I like to think that he
has plans for us; we read in Jeremiah 29 verse 11: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
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the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Also, in
Matthew 28 verse 20, Jesus says, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
So whatever changes come upon you and your family this year, good or not so good, please
remember that God’s love for us is overwhelming and rock steady—and so is the welcome in any
of our churches. I do hope we shall be seeing you.
With prayers and blessings for the year ahead,
— Rev Glynis Beckett
Services in January
Sun 5th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 12th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Compline
7 p.m.
Refresh in Church Hall;
informal service

Sun 19th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
10 a.m. United Service for the Week of
prayer for Christian Unity in
Methodist Church
Sun 26th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church)
The next Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on 19th January. The doors open for Messy Church
at 9:30 a.m. and it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast—cereals,
toast, croissants, etc.—and then feel free to wander round and see the activities or join in a
discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and learn more about our faith in a
very relaxed way. We are working our way through the story of the Bible starting from
creation. Each month we are creating a picture to represent the story. Eventually, we will
have a timeline all around the church. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how
Messy Church works. You would be very welcome.
Little Lambs is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every second and fourth
Wednesday in the month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. Come and enjoy cake, coffee
and play. All very welcome.
Youth Group will return on 5th January. It is held in the Radley Church Room (for children aged 7–
11 and secondary school) on the first and third Sundays starting at 6 p.m.
Building work has started on the provision of an accessible toilet in the vestry area and servery in
the church. This may restrict the availability of parking in the next month. We hope that this does
not cause too much inconvenience to hall and church users and that the improved facilities will be
worth the disruption.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
Services in January
5th 10:30 a.m. Covenant Sunday. Our Morning Worship will be led by the Rev Judy TurnerSmith, one of our Supernumerary Ministers from Ludgershall. This service will
include the annual Covenant Service and the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
12th 10:30 a.m. Together. A service for ALL the family, children and adults, led by members of
the congregation. Everyone is invited to come and share in this informal act of
worship—together.
19th 10:30 a.m. Sunday In The Week Of Prayer For Christian Unity. This morning we shall
be joined by the congregation of St. Swithun’s Parish Church to celebrate this
special Week. The service will be led by the clergy of the Methodist Church and
St Swithun’s.
26th 10:30 a.m. Today’s service will be one in our series of Alternative Worship and it will be
led by Heidi Cottrell from Abingdon.
Other activities
Midweek Worship in the Lounge of Edith Court this month will be held on Wednesday 15 th January
at 10:30 a.m. led by the Rev Dr Stephen Maunder. As always, there is a real welcome to everyone
to come and share worship with the residents.
Coffee Morning will take place on Tuesday 14th January in the Methodist Church Hall from
10 a.m. onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with
friends old and new. You will be most welcome.
Our February Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 11th February at 10 a.m.
Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com
School Years 5–8. Term Time Wednesdays 7–8.30 p.m.
School Years 7–10. Term Time 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 3:30–5 p.m.
Since the last edition, we’ve only had a few meetings due to the Christmas
break. It’s been lovely seeing the hall decorated with tinsel and the tree—the hard work of some of
our young people.
As usual we held our competitions evening, which takes place three times a year. This one signalled
two years since its inception where we only ran a darts and pool competition. We now have seven
trophies! This gives plenty more opportunity for members to win but to also try their skill at
everything from darts through to Jenga and Uno. We actually have so many competitions and so
many young people signing up for each that we had to run it over two weeks this time. The
committee recently agreed that apart from certificates, winners would now also get an engraved
medal. These were well received and we’re looking forward to being able to award more
throughout 2020.
We finished the year with our Christmas party. This was a really busy evening with lots of games
from the traditional to ‘minute to win it’ games. We also decorated cakes and saw some interesting
dance moves from the boys.
Our Fundraising Team continue to be busy, and have recently attended St Swithun’s Primary
School Fair, baked and sold cakes raising £17 for Children in Need, and made and sold Christmas
cakes for our own funds. They have big plans for next year so watch this space and our website for
more details. Through their efforts we are hoping to replace the air hockey table amongst other
things.
New Year’s Resolution?
We are down on adult helpers for a variety of reasons: retirement, career or location moves, and
long-term sickness. Thinking of your New Year’s Resolution for 2020? Perhaps you’d consider
offering just one evening to the Youth Club. Two hours. That’s all. You need no experience of
working with children, just a willingness to help us open the doors so they can keep coming along.
Please call Roy, the Youth Leader, on 07788 746157 or email youthclubkennington@gmail.com.
Check out our website www.kenningtonyouthclub.com to see what we’re all about.
The Club restarts Wednesday 8th January, and at the time of writing we were able to take in a few
more children. Please email members.kyc@gmail.com.
50:50 Draw Winners
Congratulations to our December 2019 winners. The winning balls were
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize

£37.80
£10.80
£5.40

Ball #9
Ball #13
Ball #42

The prize money is increasing, which is great for you, and great for us. Do you want to recoup
some of your Christmas spending whilst supporting a good cause? Visit our website at
www.kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee

9

Thames District Guides Tabletop Sale
Make a New Year’s resolution to put the Guides’ Tabletop Sale in your new
diary. Saturday 14th March, 10 a.m.–12 noon, Kennington Village Centre.
Be among the first to book a table, still only £5, from Margaret on 01865 730353 or 07540 755711,
or Liz on 01865 750053.

KADS News
Happy New Year from all at Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society. We hope that
you have enjoyed the festive season! In between opening presents and enjoying
time with our families, we’ve been busy working hard to make Cinderella an extraspecial pantomime for you all to enjoy.
Special Announcement
On Saturday 11th, Cinderella herself will come to the Apple Café for a fun morning of stories and
crafts. Bring your little ones in fancy dress to hear a story from Cinderella, and get your panto
tickets from our pop-up Box Office while you enjoy the warming fare on offer.
Tickets for Cinderella are on sale from the Box Office now.
Show dates at Kennington Village Centre:
January
Friday

24th

Saturday 25th
Sunday

26th

7:30 p.m. (all tickets £8)
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
12 p.m. and 5 p.m.

Thursday 30th

7:30 p.m.

31st

7:30 p.m.

Friday
February
Saturday

1st

2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are just £8 for the first performance, then £10 adults, £8 concessions, and £30 for a family
of four (under-5s go free on laps). Call the Box Office on 01865 739025 or email
boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. We accept payment in cash, by cheque or BACS.
Follow us on Facebook @KenningtonADS for all the latest news!
— Sarah Ellner
10
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Asylum Welcome
Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to making the art and music fundraiser for
the work of Asylum Welcome such a success on 29 th November. We raised almost £750! This
was a great effort and a lovely opportunity to showcase the work of Kennington Art Group and
other local artists—and to listen to great music from local musicians.
— Alison, Carol and Gillian

Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field
Happy New Year from Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT). After a busy Christmas, it would be ideal
to get active and spend some time in our green spaces. There are many positive attributes to being
out in the countryside both physically and mentally.
Personally, I don’t think there is anything nicer than a walk on
a crisp frosty morning, wrapped up warm, enjoying the blue
skies and marvelling at our beautiful winter landscape. Take a
camera out with you and snap glorious views and interesting
flora and fauna but don’t forget to share them with us on social
media. Find us on Twitter @OxfordPresTrust or Facebook.
Walks around both our green spaces at Kennington are open, and we welcome exploration of these
sites on foot at any time. Take a wander through Kennington Memorial Field to the woodland
beyond, looking for wildlife including deer. Or walk through Kennington Flood Meadows, strolling
along the Thames Path or across the field looking for teasels and a multitude of birds amongst the
branches of the trees. Please be aware that the area does flood frequently and may be very wet as
there has been a lot of rainfall in the past few weeks. We have noticed that the footbridges along the
permissive path at the southern end of the Flood Meadow need repair, and we are planning for this
in the immediate future.
The work on the Sustrans Cycle Path (sited on OPT land between the railway and Kennington
Meadow) will continue into the Spring. The achievements of the team so far are fantastic, widening
the path to enable a smoother and safer journey. We look forward to the final surface being laid in
the warmer weather.
But there is more to OPT than its land. We’re also involved in special projects, planning,
membership and events. For more information please visit www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk. As a
charity, all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. Becoming a member is easy. You can do
so online bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the office on 01865 242918.
—Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Correction: In the December article, it was announced that Kennington Youth Club was awarded a
grant of £50. This should have stated £500—apologies for the error.
Carols around the Tree
Thank you to all who attended the Carols around the Tree in December. Although there seemed to
be plenty of mulled wine and sausage rolls, the mince pies disappeared very quickly! I will make a
note of this for December. Thank you also for your generosity, as you raised £150 for Kennington
Memory Club, supporting local people with dementia.
Christmas Tree Recycling
If you had a real tree this Christmas and you’re a garden waste customer, Biffa will collect it on
Friday 10th January—just leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it, as it’s tricky for the crews
to get it out). If you’re not a garden waste customer, Christmas tree recycling has been arranged at
Playfield Road and Forest Side playing field car parks. Please make sure your tree is there for
collection by Thursday 9th January.
COMPETITION: Kennington Peace Mile (see page 45)
The Parish Council is hoping to create a ‘peace mile’ around Playfield Road field and the memorial
field, and is asking residents to design a logo, which can be used on the information board and way
markers around the route. The competition is open to all, young or old, and the winner will see their
artwork for many years to come! Please send submissions, including your name and contact details,
to the clerk at 93 Kennington Road or email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk by Friday 31st January
2020.
Grants
At the December Parish Council meeting, Kennington Whist Club was awarded a grant of £120 to
cover their room hire fees.
Happy New Year
On behalf of the Council, I wish you a very happy and healthy 2020.
Dates of Council Meetings: January
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Playing Fields Committee
Parish Council Meeting
Planning Committee
in Playfield Road pavilion
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Thursday 9th
Tuesday 7th & 28th
Wednesday 15th
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Kennington History Society
In November we had a talk by Graham Horn on Anniversaries relating to 2018. He took in a huge
swathe of history to include anything which happened in the 18th year of many centuries going back
to Saxon times. It was most interesting and was well received.
At the time of writing we are awaiting a talk by Tim Healey on “A 17th Century Christmas”. In
January there will be a talk on “Recent Archaeology in the Oxfordshire and Antiquities Scheme”.
All talks commence at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road on the third Monday of
the month. All are welcome but non-members are charged £2.50 each. There is free tea, coffee and
biscuits at the end of the meeting, though donations are welcome.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Citizens Advice Bureau: Right to remain
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
Apply now for right to remain in the UK
If you are a European Union citizen living or working in the UK,
you might be wondering what will happen when the United
Kingdom leaves the EU and what you should do so that you
have the right to remain in this country.
The government has set up a programme called the EU Settlement Scheme, which is intended for
you. There is no charge for applying to this scheme. Citizens of Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and
Switzerland can also apply. It is important that you apply NOW, without waiting until the UK
actually leaves. You can begin the process here:
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/applying-for-settled-status
If your application is successful you will be able to continue living in the UK after 30 th June 2021.
You will also have the right to work in the UK, use the National Health Service, get access to
benefits and pensions if you are eligible, and travel in and out of the country. There is more
information about your rights on the government website.
The new deadline for the UK to leave the EU is 31st January 2020, but it is still unclear exactly how
it will take place, especially in view of the general election in December. If the UK leaves the EU
without a deal, you will need to be living in the UK BEFORE it leaves the EU in order to apply.
Check the Citizens Advice website at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/immigration/staying-inthe-uk-after-brexit. South Oxfordshire District Council also has up-to-date advice on
www.southoxon.gov.uk/brexit
You can visit Citizens Advice in person or call us on Adviceline 03003 309042. For locations of
offices and opening hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale.
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Global Warning
Last term in Elm Class, our topic ‘Global Warning’ has taught us more about the environmental
issues that are affecting our planet. In addition to learning about what is happening and why, we
have explored a range of ways we can make more of a positive impact and reduce our carbon
footprint.

There are so many dreadful things happening to our planet, which are resulting in drastic
consequences: through the release of greenhouse gases getting trapped into the world’s atmosphere
this is causing a rise in global temperatures; the ice caps are melting; the sea levels are rising;
climate patterns have shifted to bring about more extreme weather therefore we are seeing more
flooding in some parts of the world and droughts in others. In addition, there is major deforestation,
the hunting of animals and overfishing. We have only identified a few things here—what a grim
picture!
The burning of fossil fuels is major contributor to the increase in greenhouse gases. The increase in
transportation is another way of gases being released into the atmosphere. We have also been
researching where our rubbish goes. Most of it ends up in landfill sites, however not only are these
filling up, they emit noxious gases such as methane (which is way stronger that carbon dioxide).
One shocking statistic we have learned is that about 80% of the rubbish we throw away can
actually be recycled! Plastic pollution is a major environmental problem and a lot of plastic ends up
in our waterways and then goes out to sea. This has a devastating affect on marine life.
Throughout this topic, we have thought carefully about our own impact on the environment and
how we are able to make little changes to what we do in order to make a positive impact. We have
looked at the conserving of energy by making sure we turn off lights and electrical equipment; we
have thought about food miles and the energy involved in getting our food and so found it very
simple to make our own bread; we have learned about the importance of recycling, reusing and
reducing, and are currently in the process of making our own bags for life from old unwanted Tshirts. By saying no to single use plastic, we can make a start in the reduction of plastic pollution.
We have also considered the journeys we make using different transport—for shorter journeys,
there are definitely some alternative ways to travel other than using a vehicle. These are just a few
suggestions—there are so many things that you can do… So, what will be your change to combat
this climate crisis?
— Elm Class (Year 5) and Miss Maskell
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Rainbows: Guiding for 5–7 year old girls
Kennington has a thriving Rainbow Guide Group, which meets each Monday
afternoon in term time at Kennington Methodist Church Hall, 4:30–5:30 p.m. We
have fun making things, trying new things, earning badges, playing games and meeting new
friends.
If you would like to join contact Pauline Robinson on ryllop@hotmail.com or Liz Gaskell on
liz.gaskell@zen.co.uk.
— Pauline Robinson and Liz Gaskell, lizgaskell@zen.co.uk

3rd Kennington Brownies
We are in a state of high excitement! What a month we have had!
All the Brownies have lots of affection for hedgehogs! We decided that we should help them out as
their population has reduced considerably over the years. So, with great enthusiasm, the girls made
their own hedgehog shelter for their garden. Shreds of paper covered the floor as the girls ripped
the paper to make a soft nest inside their box. The box was covered in decorations suitable for the
outdoors. I am certain that there were several Brownies looking out of their back windows for a
glimpse of the rare and treasured hedgehog. We also discussed what hedgehogs liked to eat, and no
—not a McDonald’s!
We had our annual Milletts farm ice skating event, and the girls didn’t seem to mind the cold! They
were racing all over the place with their penguins for support. The Leaders wisely stood at the side
of the rink watching the girls have fun while sipping their hot chocolate!
We have also managed to squeeze in time for Christmas crafts which will decorate our tree at
Brownie camp. The girls are amazingly creative with decorating their crafts. We also enrolled two
new Brownies. As it is such an important event in their lives, we like to make the evening as special
as it can be for them.
We have had the final meetings for our Christmas Camp, and this is why the girls are so excited.
Also, Santa visited our Brownie Pack!
Until the next time when all will be revealed about how camp was enjoyed. Why not come along
for a taster Brownie meeting in 2020? We would love to see you! You don't want to miss all the
fun!
— Eagle Owl
Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at angieaxe258@gmail.com.
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Kennington Chronicle says thank you!
A huge ‘thank you’ from the Chronicle Team to all our volunteer deliverers, past and present,
for the very important job that you do for us. We especially thank Ron Turnbull and Jennifer
Drury who have delivered the Chronicle to homes in the north end of the village for over 20
years each! They are both now retiring as deliverers, but we deeply appreciate their dedicated
service over the years. Thank you both!

From the Editor
A very Happy New Year to all our readers from the Chronicle Team. It is our hope that 2020 will
bring us all a more settled nation, a less wasteful society and a real attempt by our
leaders to address climate change. The new year is a time when many make
resolutions and share new beginnings. I hope that you and your families will
enjoy a happy, healthy and fulfilling year ahead.
Once again, I take this opportunity to thank our contributors for your
informative and interesting articles and reports of the excellent work of
so many organisations in our village. Thank you too to our advertisers,
without whom there would be no Chronicle. Thank you to the deliverers
who ensure that the Chronicle reaches all 1,850 homes and public buildings.
And of course, thank you to the team who support me and ensure that the
Chronicle is ready and printed each month.
We are very proud that this is the 400 th issue of the Kennington Chronicle. Many people over the
years have worked hard to ensure that the Chronicle has been produced without a break. Please
continue to submit articles on topics of local interest as well as to share the work of your
organisations and societies. Do get in touch with us to share your thoughts on how we can improve
the Chronicle. We shall continue to publish “news not views” as this is our policy. I look forward to
hearing from you.
— Amena Sutton, Editor, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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A brief history of the Chronicle’s Editorship
Did you know that the first Kennington Chronicle was actually a church newsletter produced way
back in 1983? It has since morphed into the Village Magazine that you are reading now.
When I joined the team as Editor almost 17 years ago, in February 2003, this position was in fact
both Editor and Producer. The Editor would receive articles, edit them, and then format the
magazine for presentation to the Printer.
Advertisements were (and still are) dealt with by the Advertising Coordinator, Mark Horseman,
who joined as a Deliver from its inception.
In those days, cut-and-paste wasn’t digital. I would clear my dining room table, and place upon it
the various pieces of paper that would make up the magazine. I would mix and match the pieces
until I had the required number of pages—the count, including the advertisements, has to be
divisible by 4—and then I’d get my scissors and glue!
Pages were hand-numbered at first. Later, I’d print the numbers, painstakingly guillotine them out,
and glue them onto each page.
It’s different now. We created our first fully-digital copy online in June 2008, and all copies since
then are available from our website. We hardly ever get a paper copy any more; it’s all done by
email. Cut-and-paste has lost the dining room table, the scissors and the glue. We send our digital
copy online to the Printer, which sends the final printed copies via DHL to our Distribution
Manager, John Maine. John allots the copies to our small army of wonderful volunteers, who walk
along their designated streets, delivering the Chronicle free of charge to each house in Kennington.
Eventually, due to health issues, I gave up the Editorship to our current Editor, Amena Sutton,
relieving me of much of my work. I still continue to produce the Chronicle, although we have a
new volunteer who might take over from me soon! That will mark the end of an era for me.
The many Chronicle team members seem to enjoy their work, as everyone hangs on for many years
until they are forced through health or age to hand over their reigns. We have approached a time
when we are looking for volunteers to replace three long-serving people. (If you might be interested
in being involved with the Chronicle—Treasurer, Advertising Coordinator and Distribution
Manager are up for grabs—please contact Mark Horseman or Amena Sutton. Details on page 26.)
— Paddy Landau
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Kennington Chronicle: a little help is needed
Every so often, a volunteer for the Kennington Chronicle retires after many years. We are asking
for someone willing to help! If any one of the following positions interests you, please get in
contact.
Distribution Manager
We are looking for someone to receive the printed copies of the Chronicle, and apportion them
to about 20 deliverers from Bagley Wood Road to the north end of Kennington Road.
Contact John Maine on 01865 736841 or distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.

Deliverer
We would like a volunteer who lives on or near to Colley Wood to deliver 36 copies of the
Chronicle eleven times a year. This should take no more than 15 minutes each time.
Contact John Maine on 01865 736841 or distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.

Treasurer
If you feel that you can manage the books and invoices for the Kennington Chronicle, please
ask for more information.
Contact Mark Horseman on treasurer@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.

Advertising Coordinator
The Advertising Co-ordinator communicates with people and businesses who wish to
advertise, receives their advertisements, and creates pages with their advertisements.
Contact Mark Horseman on adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
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1st Kennington Guides
We have enjoyed a variety of activities over the past month. We
held an evening of ‘Have Adventures’ activities, making bird
feeders from oranges and string, building stretchers from broom
handles and tape, and looking at the natural world around the
church hall. We learned about hibernation and made clay
hedgehogs. As part of the ‘While I am Sleeping’ challenge, we
decorated pillowcases as mementos of our guiding journeys so far.
To complete our Take Action Skills
Builder, we made charms to highlight a
cause.
We ended the term with our annual
Christmas sleepover. Given the wind
and rain, we were glad we chose to stay
indoors this year. We baked and
decorated gingerbread. After an earlierthan-expected wake-up, thanks to a fire
alarm fault, we enjoyed a morning of
Christmas crafts and games. The indoor
‘snowball’ fight was particularly
popular.
Next term, we are looking forward to finding out more about ‘Animals
on the Move’.
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

29

What a load of rubbish!
Have you ever walked past litter in the street and
rolled your eyes in annoyance? Me too! It had often
bugged me when running around the village getting
some exercise, so one day I decided to take a carrier
bag with me to pick up stuff. It felt a bit weird at first,
but it also felt good to be doing something, and it soon
became a regular habit.
Fast forward a few months to the end of 2019, and—
amazingly—I’d ended up collecting and binning over
100 carrier bags full of litter from the streets of
Kennington. (Feel free to say “Hi” next time you spot
me jogging along, wiping stale Red Bull off my
hands.)
It’s tempting to encourage people not to drop rubbish,
but I’m not going to do that. It’s obvious that the vast
majority don’t litter, because otherwise we would be
knee-deep in the stuff. Nice work, people! And in
reality, there’s little point asking the litterbugs to
change their ways, because they clearly aren’t the
most community-minded types of people, and they
probably aren’t reading this anyway.
But here's the thing: for every piece of rubbish left
sitting on the pavement, it takes 1 person to drop it
there, then another 100 to walk past and leave it
there. And we’re all sometimes guilty of the latter.
Keeping the village tidy is a team effort really—we’re all involved, whether we like it or not.
So here’s my request: each week, try and pick up at least ONE piece of litter from the street.
Sure, it’s not yours and it feels a little grubby, but be the bigger person and at least give it a try.
There are bins by every bus stop, so you won’t have to carry it for long. Or you could always just
scan the pavement outside your house for easy pickings. If more people mucked in, it would make
a huge difference. Please make it difficult for me to fill another 100 bags this year!
— Nick Andrews

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939
A Happy New Year to all Library Users!
Our regular FREE activities at Kennington Library
For young children and their parents:
Monday 13th January, 2:30–3 p.m.: Rhyme Time. All under-school-aged children are
welcome to join us along with an adult for lots of rhymes and songs!
Wednesday 15th January, 11–11:30 a.m.: Story Time. Stories for all young children which
their parents and carers may well enjoy, too!
Wednesday 9th January: Need assistance with Family History Research? Carole will be pleased to
help! Pre-booking is highly recommended.
Our Digital Helper, David, will be available each Wednesday morning. Pre-booking is
recommended.
Coffee Talks will resume in February, but thank you to all who came to our book review morning
on 4th December. Don’t forget to collect the list of everyone’s reading choices from the library or
look at it on our website www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
Might you like to help with shelving books in the library? If so, please have a word with
Dominique, who can explain further; the library is dependent upon volunteer help and we are
always delighted to welcome more helpers.

Our next Quiz Night is fast approaching! It’s on Saturday 29th February! Tickets only
£10 to include supper. Get your tickets from the library. Hurry, to avoid disappointment;
in previous years we have sold out well ahead of the day.
Generously sponsored by Tonks Brothers
Oxfordshire Libraries eBook Short Story Writing Competition 2020: Why not have a go?
The winning story in each of two categories will be published as an ebook for library members to
borrow!
➢ Short story by an adult aged 18+
➢ Short story by a young adult aged 11–17
500–3000 words. Entries open 3rd January. Closing date: 29th February. For full details see
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition.
Library New Year opening: The library opens as usual from Friday 3rd January onwards.
01865 730763
News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chairman
Pamela Allen
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary
Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer
Hugh Fleming
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Poppy Appeal 2019
On behalf of the Royal British Legion, we thank all collectors and members of the public for their
time and valuable donations to the Poppy Appeal in 2019. We raised £3,948.84, a fantastic amount
of which we can all feel justifiably proud. Well done and thanks to you all.
Next year we have decided to stop the house-to-house collections. This is because it is very difficult
to recruit new collectors, and lots of people don’t like to answer their doors in the dark. We will
however still have collecting boxes in all the village shops and public buildings. It would be
wonderful if Kennington were able to raise a similar amount using the village boxes. As it is a year
away, I will be putting a reminder in good time in the Chronicle. Many thanks to you all!
— Alison Peedell, Poppy Appeal Organiser for Kennington

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Keep gardening, but tread lightly
Are we urban creatures? Are we rural creatures? Are we creatures of habit?
I’d advocate the theory that we are very adaptable creatures of habit, who may not be as conscious
of our immediate environment as we may think. I’ll leave that one ‘hanging’ and open to your own
interpretation and perception.
What I will say is, it’s easy to fall into the mindset of, “It’s winter, there’s nothing to do in the
garden at this time of year.”
There’s always something to do; a bit of titivating here and a few repairs and overhauls there. Even
if I’m successful in convincing you to get out into the garden and do the jobs that are there to be
done, I urge you to think before you go wading in. Disturbing a warm habitat that wildlife may be
sheltering under during the cold season can be very damaging.
Your garden next summer will only be as good as the work you put in the previous autumn and
winter. The wildlife you will see next summer is dependent on what you do at this time of year as
well.
You may have enticed a great deal of wildlife last summer, but if you disrupt shelters during the
winter, they just won’t return next year. So, don’t go wading in at this time of year. Keep gardening,
but tread delicately.
Happy gardening!
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Kennington Women’s Institute
For our December meeting we met at The Tandem and all enjoyed a
Christmas lunch together, and we thank the staff there for looking after
us so well.
Our January meeting will take place on Wednesday 8th January at
2 p.m. This is because the previous Wednesday is a Bank Holiday. We
are looking forward to welcoming Helen Horseman as our speaker.
Helen will be talking to us about “The Seven Decades of Smurfs”.
Why not come along and join us? We are a friendly group and you will receive a warm welcome.
Just to remind you, we meet in the Methodist Church, Upper Road. We look forward to seeing you
there.
— Maureen Palma

Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sybuck@hotmail.co.uk. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com
Group Survey
You are invited to take part in the PPG Survey. The survey will go live
on 2nd January and be online for two months, January and February.
The reason for the survey is as a response to patients who have raised
concerns with the PPG. The survey focuses on your experience of
making appointments and getting prescriptions. Some of the questions
are a simple yes or no, but each question will also enable you to say
what you feel about the experience.
Paper copies will be available in the surgery both at Botley and Kennington; completed
surveys can be put into the box file provided which is labelled, ‘Completed PPG Survey’.
PLEASE get involved!
The website address is https://bit.ly/2019ppgsurvey
If you have any concerns regarding this, or you have any other issues, please either come to the
next PPG meeting in Kennington Health Centre at 6 p.m. on Wednesday 29th January or
contact me. Thank you.
— Sylvia Buckingham, PPG Chair, sybuck@hotmail.co.uk, 01865 327739
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Hilde Patricia Martin
Hilde sadly passed away in the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford on 9th December. She will be
deeply mourned by the family and her wide circle of friends and neighbours in Kennington. A
Kennington resident since 1976, Hilde was kind to all and lived a quiet, gentle and exemplary life.
There will be a Funeral Mass in Our Lady and St Edmund of Abingdon Church at 10:30 a.m. on
Friday 7th February, and burial afterwards at Kennington Burial Ground.
Enquiries: Co-operative Funeralcare, 2 Hendred Street, Cowley, Oxford, OX4 2ED, 01865 748855.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
Hello; I’m one of the governors at St Swithun’s. Governors make up
the largest volunteer workforce in the UK: there are over a quarter
of a million volunteers governing state-funded schools in England.
The role of governance is to support and challenge the school
leadership and work to improve our school for all the children who
attend. We have three main functions, and the first is to provide the
strategic direction for the school.
To ensure that we are moving in the right direction, last term we
explored with teachers, parents and children what their vision is for
our school. It was great to hear from so many people and understand
our shared aspirations, including the high value placed on our
caring, welcoming, and kind environment, where we are inclusive,
respectful and compassionate.
An important theme was to help children understand and take positive action in their community,
both locally and globally. The climate crisis affects us all, so it is fitting that our report from St
Swithun’s this month is from Elm Class, whose topic last term was ‘Global Warning’. You can read
it on page 18.
On behalf of all at St Swithun’s, I wish you all a happy, peaceful and prosperous 2020.
— Claire Gilbert, Chair of Governors, cgil@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
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Radley History Club book launch on 30th November 2019
A bright, sunny day and the wonderful location of The
Mansion at Radley College provided the ideal setting
for the launch of Radley Manor and Village: a
thousand-year story. The Mansion was built by the
Stonhouse family in the 1720s as their manor house and
is a fine building designed by William Townsend and
Bartholomew Peisley.
The Radley Women’s Institute served hot drinks and a
huge array of cakes in the entrance hall from where
visitors entered the Blue Room for the exhibition.
Displays included a timeline of 1,000 years of national
and local events, family trees of the Stonhouse and
Bowyer
families,
photos and facts about Radley servants, and banners
with detailed information about Radley college grounds
and Capability Brown. Also on display were artefacts
belonging to the college, such as a laundry maid’s
goffering kit from the 1850s and 1860s, used to put fine
pleats into the shirts of Radley masters.
Radley Manor and Village was on sale for £15, and
over 50 copies were sold. The book was written as a
collaboration between Radley History Club and Radley
College’s archivist, and used first-hand and
contemporary sources rather than relying on secondary
accounts. It tells the story of Radley’s manor and its
relationship with the village from around the time of
the Norman Conquest to the present day. There were
huge changes over this thousand or so year period: in
the
national
context; in what the term ‘manor’ signifies; and in the hold
which a Lord of the manor had over local people.
Employment, landownership and deference are recurring
themes in the book and enable a perspective of the manor
from the point of view of villagers.
The final chapter includes extracts about the lives of
Radley village couple David and Beryl Buckle and their
relationships to Radley college. The book was partly
funded by a legacy from David Buckle to Radley History
Club, so the club was particularly pleased that his son Peter
was at the launch. The book is available to buy (£15) from
Radley Village shop or copies can be ordered from
www.radleyhistoryclub.org.uk.
— Harriet Moggridge
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Here’s what’s coming up!
Social evening on Wednesday 22nd January
Can you afford to miss it? There will be cheese and wine, members’ chit chat, bingo, photos and a
review of the year.
Wednesday 19th February
Talk by Charlotte Popesco on “Hens in the garden”. She will describe the varieties of hens and tell
some humorous stories!
— Brian Peedell

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830
By the time you read this, we will
have celebrated Christmas at the
club with carers, friends and
supporters. We now wish a very
happy New Year to all our members
and carers, and to all the people
who, by their goodwill and hard
work, have supported us in our first
year.
It will soon be time for our first Annual General Meeting, which will be held on Monday 2 nd March
at 7:30 p.m. in St Swithun’s Church Hall.
We would still like to welcome more people to join our team of volunteers to help at the club. We
particularly need another car driver to do some lunchtime shifts, from about 12 noon until about
1:30 p.m., sometimes to collect the club lunches from St Swithun’s School and then take the
containers back when we have finished with them. Between those two journeys, volunteers can sit
and chat with members at the table (and eat their own packed lunch if they want to bring one), and
possibly help clear the table. If you think you might be interested in doing this, or help during
morning or afternoon sessions, please contact our organiser Helen on 07852 883496 to discuss and
perhaps arrange a visit.
— Margaret Newton, 01865 739539, drdmargaret.newton@virgin.net
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs will be meeting again after the Christmas holidays on Friday 10 th January at 7:45 p.m.
in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road, and then on every subsequent Friday at the same time
and place. They will be preparing for an afternoon concert in Exeter College Chapel on Sunday 19 th
April entitled An Afternoon of Grand Opera.
We shall be looking for lots of new singers to join us. If you enjoy singing, do come along. There
are no auditions or subscriptions, and copies of the music will be available. You will be made most
welcome. All details on our website or from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885.
Our Messiah concert in November raised £687.50 for MacIntyre, which supports young people
with learning disabilities and is situated in the village. The total for The Yeomen of the Guard
concerts in December will be given next month.

Logo Competition
Could you design a logo for Kennington Peace Mile?
The logo will be used on the information board and way markers around the route, and
should represent peace and community.
Entries are welcomed from all ages and abilities.
The winner will see their artwork on display around the route for many years to come!
Please send your entry, name and contact details to Kennington Parish Council, 93 Kennington
Road, Kennington, OX1 5PE or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk by Friday 31st January 2020.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Coordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Badminton
Village Centre
Baby & Toddler Group
Village Centre
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Memory Club
Methodist Church
Table Tennis
Youth Club
Walking Netball
Village Centre
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

Thu 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.; Sat 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
Friday 10–11 a.m.

January
Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Sat
Sun
Sun
Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat
Sun
Tue
Thu
Fri

5
7
8
9
10
11
14
15
18
19
19
20
22
24
25
26
28
30
31

10:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

The Annual Covenant Service
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI: Seven Decades of Smurfs
Parish Council meeting
First Rehearsal of the United Choirs for Grand Opera
Oxford Ceilidh Banter
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Short Service in the Lounge

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Edith Court

10:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Animals on the Move

St Swithun’s Church Hall

10:30 a.m.
7:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
2 & 7:30 p.m.
12 noon & 5 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

United Service
History Society: Portable Antiquities Scheme
Horticultural Society Social Evening

Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Village Centre

KADS Cinderella

Village Centre

Parish Council Planning

Village Centre

7:30 p.m.

KADS Cinderella

Village Centre
February

Sat
Wed
Sat
Tue
Thu
Tue
Wed
Sat

1
5
8
11
13
18
19
29

2 & 7:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

KADS Cinderella
Kennington Women’s Institute
Oxford Ceilidh Geckoes
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council meeting
Parish Council Planning
Horticultural Society: Hens in Garden + Humour
FOKL Quiz Night

Index of Contents: page 3.
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Village Centre
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Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall
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