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CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church
Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall
Bus Pass Group
Contact Gillian Cox
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent

9:25 a.m.
01865 735590
01865 415105

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday
3rd Sunday

Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group)
9:30 a.m.
Messy Church in Church
9:25 a.m.
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
9:30 a.m.
nd
th
th
2 , 4 & 5 Sunday only
Evening Service
6:30 p.m.
Thursdays
Communion
10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage
By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts
EMERGENCY 24-HOUR..........................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Rick Osborn...................................................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk....................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.......bobtjohnston@gmail.com.............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident........0800 807060
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk...................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...........................................sybuck@hotmail.co.uk
OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard.............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults) .........................................................................0800 317802
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Centre Bookings.....................peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.....................07843 743718
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)..............................01235 422422
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Services in February
Sun 2nd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
Sun 9th

9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Compline
7 p.m.
Refresh in St Swithun’s Church
Hall—informal service

Sun 16th 9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church
10:30 a.m.Morning prayer in the Hall
Sun 23rd 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion
6 p.m.
Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m
Tuesday 25th February: Pancake Day. We invite you to come and have a pancake in the Church
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Call in on your way home from school.
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).
Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 16th. The doors open for Messy Church at 9:30 a.m.
and it usually finishes by about 11 a.m. You can come and have breakfast—cereals, toast,
croissants, etc.—and then feel free to wander round and see the activities or join in a
discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and learn more about our faith in a
very relaxed way. We are working our way through the story of the Bible starting from
creation. Each month we create a picture to represent the story. Eventually we will have a timeline
all around the church. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee and see how Messy Church
works. You would be very welcome.
Little Lambs is a group for preschool children and their parents or carers. Every second and fourth Wednesday
in the month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m., come and enjoy cake, coffee and play. All very
welcome.
Youth Group is held in the Radley Church Room (for children aged 7–11 and secondary school)
on the first and third Sundays starting at 6 p.m. For more information speak to Rob Glenny or
Alison Matthew.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
Services in February
2nd 10:30 a.m. Our Morning Worship today will be led by Gillian Dodds, who we welcome to
Kennington for the first time.
9th 10:30 a.m. Together. A service for ALL the family, the children and adults, led by the
Minister, the Rev Dr Stephen Maunder. Everyone is invited to come and share
in this informal act of worship together.
16th 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship will be led today by our Superintendent Minister, the Rev
Canon Dr Martin Wellings. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.
23rd 10:30 a.m. Today’s service will be one in our series of Alternative Worship and it will be
led by Joanna Tulloch from Headington.
Other activities
Midweek Worship in the Lounge of Edith Court this month will be held on Wednesday 12 th
February at 10:30 a.m. led by the Rev Dr Stephen Maunder. As always, there is a real welcome to
everyone to come and share worship with the residents.
Coffee Morning will take place on Tuesday 11th February in the Methodist Church Hall from
10 a.m. onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with
friends old and new. You will be most welcome. Our Coffee Morning this month is in aid of the
Renal Unity at the Churchill Hospital.
Our March Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 10th March at 10 a.m. The January Coffee
Morning raised £61.84.
Hiring a room at the church
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or a private function, please contact Trevor
Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on
Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.
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Thames District Guides Tabletop Sale
With something for all the family, homemade cakes, a raffle and
refreshments, make a date to meet your friends.
Saturday 14th March, 10 a.m.–12 noon, Kennington Village Centre
Book a table for only £5, from Margaret on 01865 730353 or 07540 755711, or Liz on
01865 730053.

Year 6 visits Woodlands
Woodlands is a residential activity centre in the Brecon Beacons, Wales, where the Year 6s were
lucky enough to visit back in November. Despite the freezing weather during our stay, we had a
bucketload of fun! We faced our fears and succeeded in challenges; we had very encouraging
instructors who were also funny and helped us do lots of exciting activities. Here are some that we
did:
High Ropes and Climbing
In climbing, there was a very tall wall (14.9352m). To climb this extreme wall, you were given a
harness to attach to a very long rope. The rope was attached to a mechanism at the very top of the
climbing wall. At the bottom, your group-mates held you up. One person was attached by a harness
to the bottom of the rope; their job was to pull the rope and, if the climber slipped, their weight was
there to keep the climber afloat (in the air). The other people were placed to pull the rope into a
large bucket.
Canoeing
Canoeing on the canal through the local countryside was extremely fun. First we had to get ready;
we needed to get helmets and life jackets, and our lunch! We packed all of this equipment into the
minibus. When we got to our destination, we had to get the canoes from the trailer on the back of
the minibus; it was a team effort to get them into the water. After that we had to get the hang of
steering and paddling, then we conquered some challenges like building a raft out of five canoes
and fitting under bridges (it was hard but we made it). At the end we had to get the canoes back on
the trailer. We also jumped in the water (if we were brave enough!),
Caving
The caving activity was very exciting. We had to prepare for it by getting our caving suits and our
helmets. When we arrived at the cave we went over some rules before we started our adventure.
When we were right inside the cave we did something called the ‘letter box’. This is rock formation
where you have to put your head sideways and then crawl through a gap. There is also a challenge
called the ‘white line’ challenge. This is when you crawl along a natural mineral line and following
it into the depths of the cavern.
Mountain walk
Last but not least, we went on a mountain walk. This was a very long walk up to the summit of a
local mountain. At the top there was snow… a LOT of snow. It went up to our KNEES! On the way
we had to avoid things like bogs and swamps, lakes and rivers, and try not to fall in! If you fell in
you were wet for the rest of the journey which was very uncomfortable.
We had a great time away, even though we missed our families (a little!). We learnt how to look
after ourselves and others, as well as learning the outdoor skills that our instructors taught us.
— Sam S, Alastair W, Henry S, James W and Lucas K, Larch Class
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On to Chronicle Number 401!
It just does not seem possible that January brought the 400 th copy of the Kennington Chronicle,
bearing in mind that its birth happened almost by accident! For many years St Swithun’s Church
distributed copies of its church newsletter, also called Kennington Chronicle, to church members. It
was when Rev Harry Bloomfield became our vicar in 1983 and realised that this had a limited
circulation, he decided that all Kennington residents should receive copies of the magazine, as was
the case in his former parish in Wantage. Following a chat with Harry, Bette Byrne and Roger
Dennett “sort of volunteered.”
The brief was that:
➢

it would be delivered monthly to all homes and businesses in the village free of charge

➢

it would contain News not Views

➢

there must be no political content

➢

it would be self-financing through advertisements and donations

Village organisations were asked to contribute articles and news, and local businesses invited to
advertise at a small cost. Bette would do the typing. Philip Martin agreed to design the front cover.
Mary Dennett put together adverts. Items received were typed onto stencil and printed. Initially,
Templeton College, now part of The Saïd Business School, allowed us to print the new Chronicle
free of charge.
Several groups of village residents took on the responsibility of compiling and stapling. Some even
held sherry parties whilst this work was being done! This was some achievement as 1,600 copies
were printed for delivery to every house in Kennington free of charge. That was something very
rare then and still today, as most villages charge for their magazines. We were a forerunner in the
village magazine sector and were contacted by many other villages for advice. Finally, teams of
volunteers delivered the Chronicle to every residential and business address in our village, a
practice which continues today.
Thirty-six years and 400 editions later we have a popular, high quality magazine, which still
maintains the original aims and objectives. Long may it continue!
— Roger Dennett
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Can you find the names of
eleven towns in
Oxfordshire?
Answers on page 20.
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Christmas Lights Fundraiser for British Lung Foundation
We say a huge thank you to everyone who donated to the British Lung Foundation charity over the
Christmas period. The total amount raised was £565, which is amazing.
We were over the moon with the response from family, friends and the local community in
Kennington. We are pleased that the Christmas lights were enjoyed and we really appreciated the
lovely feedback we received on the lights this year.
Thanks again and we wish you all a great 2020.
— Vaughan and Steve, 1 Simpson’s Way

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830
Kennington Memory Club is your local Day Care Centre
for people living with dementia. The club is small (no
more than ten members per day) with three members of staff and up to two volunteers per session,
so we can offer activities to suit our members, as well as the personal attention which is so
important. Lunch can be provided at a modest extra cost, and drinks and snacks are served. We can
cope with mobility problems, provided not more than one helper is needed for transfer from
wheelchair to chair. The venue is wheelchair accessible, there is a ‘disabled’ toilet and ample
parking.
Kennington Memory Club will have
Two Open Days
Monday 10th & Thursday 13th February
These are for professionals, people living with dementia, and their carers
who want to find out what we do.
Just come along between 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. to the
Methodist Church, Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LR
You will be very welcome
There is no need to book for the Open Days. If you, or a someone you look after, is interested in
joining the club, our organiser, Helen, will arrange one or more “taster days” before you decide
whether the club is right for you. We currently have places available for new members. For
information, phone 07852 883496 or visit www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk.
Kennington Memory Club will hold its first
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
7:30 p.m. on Monday 2nd March
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Kennington
Light refreshments will be served
Members, friends and members of the public are welcome
11
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Thank you!
Kennington Parish Council expresses its thanks to Nick Andrews for picking up litter when running
around the village (Kennington Chronicle issue 400, page 30). The councillors are aware that there
are lots of people who do this and would love residents to come forward if they do things like this
to help the village. I hope to hear from you soon!
Save the Date: VE Day 75—page 31
On Saturday 9th May, the Council is holding a village picnic to commemorate the 75 th anniversary
of VE Day, and to celebrate the arrival of peace in Europe. This will take place from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Playfield Road playing field; further details to follow. Please get in touch if you would
like to help with this.
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway
Kennington Parish Council has resolved to oppose the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway,
regardless of the chosen route. The No Expressway Group has a petition on its website, which can
be found at: https://www.noexpressway.org/petition-signup
Defibrillator Workshop
The Parish Council invites all residents to a free workshop to learn how to use the defibrillators in
the village. Please contact the clerk to express an interest, and a suitable date will be arranged. The
training will only take a couple of hours and could help to save someone’s life.
Dates of Council Meetings: February
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.
Parish Council Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Thursday 13th

Planning Committee
7:30 p.m.
Tuesday 18th

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as it has only 21 days to send in its comments. Therefore please contact the Clerk
immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any
neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
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Kennington (Thames) Trefoil Guild
Trefoil Guild is open to anyone over the age of 18 years who has been a
member of Guiding (i.e. a Brownie, Guide or Guider) or anyone who is willing
to make the Guide Promise.
Why not come along and meet new friends for fun, friendship and a varied programme of activities.
Our 2020 programme includes WWII re-enaction, a talk by Abingdon Street Pastors, a talk entitled
“Beer, Sausages and Marmalade” and a summer BBQ.
We meet in Kennington Methodist Church Hall on the 3 rd Tuesday of each month (no meeting in
August) from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
If you would like to come along to one our meetings, please contact me on 01865 820936 or
carolianeashby@gmail.com (please note spelling of email address).
— Caroline Ashby

1st Kennington Guides
After watching the emotional media
coverage of the Australian bushfire crisis,
we started the new term by responding to Girl Guides
Australia’s plea for posters for their Wall of Support. Some of
our posters were chosen to be published on the Wall.
We also worked on our ‘Skills For My Future’ theme, adapting
recipes to make tasty dips. Mostly everyone agreed that the
classic recipes of cheese and chive or tzatziki were preferable
to combining a bit of
everything!
During this term, some of
our Guides have elected to
work on their ‘Know
Myself’ theme while others
will be continuing with
‘Skills For My Future’. We
are also looking forward to
finding out more about
‘Animals on the Move’ and completing the Girlguiding Anglia
Royal Astronomical Society Challenge.
We are excited that four of our members are representing
Girlguiding Anglia on an international trip during the Easter
holidays. They are busy fundraising for this, including planning
their table at the Girlguiding Tabletop Sale in the Village Centre
on Saturday 14th March. Please do come along and support
them.
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on
07940 537992 or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for
girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington History Society
In December we enjoyed a talk by Tim Healey about a 17th Century Christmas. It was well
researched, earthy in parts and very well received.
At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk by Anni Byard entitled, “Recent
Archaeology in Oxfordshire and Antiquities.”
In February we shall have our AGM, which will be followed by presentations from members of the
Society. These are usually diverse, interesting and popular. All talks start at 7:45 p.m. at the
Methodist Church off Upper Road. All are welcome but non-members are charged £2.50 per
person. Tea and coffee with biscuits are provided after talks, but donations are welcome.
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Forthcoming events:
Wednesday 19th February
Talk by Charlotte Popesco on “Hens in the garden”. She will describe the varieties of hens and tell
some humorous stories.
Wednesday 18th March
Talk by Robert Harvey: “Creating a Dowland Garden”.
All talks take place in the Village Centre, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Kennington Good Neighbours
Thank you to our volunteer drivers who use their own cars to take
residents without transport to local hospitals, health centres, hair
dressers, and local amenities. Without them, many elderly people would
have difficulty getting out and about.
More volunteer drivers are needed. If you have some spare time when you may be able to help,
please get in touch. It is not a regular commitment. If a request is made, our transport organiser will
telephone to ask if you are free, but if you are unable to then Dilys will ring someone else.
We also offer a befriending service, and again thank you to our small but very important group of
ladies and gentleman who visit those who need some company, those who are unable get out and
about for whatever reason, those who are lonely, those who would like someone to talk to, maybe
over a cup of tea. More Visitors are also needed. I am willing to meet you to explain more if you
are interested.
If you need transport please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774. If you need help or more information
please contact me on 01865 730353 and leave a message on the answerphone, mobile
07540 755711, or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com
School Years 5–8. Term Time Wednesdays 7–8.30 p.m.
As Christmas came and went by in a flash, we were soon back to the youth club
with new members and some taller returning members.
At the time of writing we’ve only had one evening back, but we spent this doing some potato
printing, trying to make our monograms, which is harder than it looks when you have to think
about reversing the letters. We also played a game called Poop the Potato, which had our chair,
Jenny, almost rolling around on the floor in fits of laughter.
In January, we welcomed back Oxfordshire Youth, the umbrella organisation for youth provision in
Oxfordshire. We will have appointed our new youth representative to the committee for the next
year, and we are still aiming to create a video about youth club life—we just need the time and
resources. We have a variety of activities and events on the way, so it’s a busy time, but an exciting
one. We are also pleased to once again be welcoming a young person to the club to help them
complete their Duke of Edinburgh Award.
One of the most exciting things to have happened is taking delivery of our brand new air hockey
table. It is amazing and has been put to use already and we were so fortunate to have had an
anonymous donation allowing us to purchase this. We are so grateful to our mysterious benefactor,
and thank you to Mark, our treasurer, for working hard in his limited spare time for constructing it.
Our Fundraising Team sold homemade Christmas cakes for the festive period and this has boosted
the funds again.
For Blue Monday, we offered up the Youth Club space for our own Brew Monday event, providing
refreshments and a space to talk with all monetary donations going to the Samaritans charity. Blue
Monday is classed as the most depressing day of the year due to post-Christmas blues, being high
in debt, the weather, and many other factors. The Brew Monday events allow a chance to sit, talk,
enjoy other's company and some refreshments with only voluntary donations to the Samaritans
asked for.
50:50 Draw Winners
Congratulations to our January 2020 winners. The winning balls were:
1st prize
2nd prize
3rd prize

£37.80
£10.80
£5.40

Ball #19
Ball #42
Ball #29

Thank you to everybody who supported us in this way. We’ve already raised more than £1,000 for
the youth club and given the same away in prizes. It’s a simple way to support your local youth
club. Fancy winning some money? Visit www.kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee

Answers to Editor’s puzzle on page 8
BIX

DORCHESTER

RADLEY

WHEATLEY

CHALGROVE

GORING

SWINBROOK

WITNEY

CHINNOR

HENLEY

THAME

20

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

21

22

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

23

Kennington Cancer Fund
As most of you are probably aware our fundraising has now sadly come to an end. The letter below
details how the £463,300 we raised was used by Professor Adrian Harris and his team at the
University of Oxford, Department of Medical Oncology. Our thanks to all who contributed. It could
not have happened without all the wonderful support. Our special thanks to the family of Tony
Miles who passed away just before our final party. £782.00 was donated in his memory.
30 years of cancer research, breakthroughs and patient benefits,
generated by the Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund
The Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund has helped support research in my laboratory and clinic
for the last 30 years. When I first moved to Oxford the new unit had not yet been built. It was a
fortunate day when Pearl Livett and Linda Jackman knocked on the door of my Portakabin, at the
suggestion of the late Tony Miles, and asked if we would like some money. No one ever asks that!
Anyway, it was the start of a great collaboration with the generous and sustained support of the
Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund.
I always stress the value of what they did in providing what are called ‘pump priming’ funds, which
I could use for whatever project, staff or equipment needs that were most pressing. Over these years
they raised £463,300 (to be adjusted by inflation, £100 in 1991 = £213 in 2019). What an
achievement! I used those cheques as ‘pump priming’ to initiate or aid projects, where new ideas
were being tested or needed expensive chemicals and equipment. This enabled me to make
discoveries that then allowed me to apply for larger grants from Cancer Research UK and other
charities. The average was nearly 20:1, i.e. I obtained £10 million in further grants with your initial
help.
So, what did we achieve together? I was initially working on immune stimulation to fight malignant
melanoma, which used to be a rapidly fatal disease, once spread. We tested out new vaccines in
melanoma patients and were able to show they worked, but not well enough. Many others, taking
that work forward, have contributed to immunotherapy treatment for melanoma. This now cures
half of patients whose melanoma has spread around the body.
After this, I spent many years working on the blood supply to tumours. They need a new blood
supply to grow, obtain oxygen and nutrients, as well as eliminate waste products (this development
of new blood vessels is called angiogenesis). We made many discoveries, e.g. that the cells lining
blood vessels in human cancers were growing about 50 times faster than normal ones. We showed
that the higher the number of blood vessels, the worse the outcome for cancers of many types. We
found out which substances made by breast cancers stimulated this growth. Although we did not
discover drugs to block this substance, called vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF), we
conducted many trials of inhibitors and helped develop them for clinical use. They are now
commonly used for colon cancer and several other cancer types.
We discovered that a new factor made by the cancer blood vessels caused angiogenesis and showed
that this could cause resistance to the drugs that blocked VEGF. Blocking the new factor was
effective in reversing resistance. Several companies are now making drugs against it. We have
made an antibody that blocks yet another factor, called jagged-1, and are hoping to commercialise
it.
However, in a clinical study in patients with breast cancer we found that the cancers rapidly adapt
to the block in their blood supply and change their metabolism to survive under low oxygen
conditions (called hypoxia). We therefore started to work on how to overcome this and found that
the cancer cells switched to a pump that helped cancers survive. It eliminated excess acid that built
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up from metabolism. We currently have a grant from Cancer Research UK based on this to block
the pump and increase the effectiveness of anti-VEGF therapy.
We went on to investigate a drug called metformin, widely used to treat diabetes mellitus (a disease
where there is too much glucose in the blood). In breast cancers, metformin changed the
metabolism in a way that could block the adaptation to low oxygen. We are setting up a small
company to develop a new drug that is much better and hope to conduct trials 2 years from now.
We have just completed another trial of a new type of drug used to block many different angiogenic
factors in multiple cancer types. This small study on 50 patients will now go forward to be tested on
100s of patients across Europe.
The funds were used to cover the costs of experiments, also to pay research nurses and research
doctors, and to buy equipment. I would like to highlight the donation from Mr William Hunwick’s
estate which allowed us to buy another key piece of equipment, the “Nanosight”, which lets us
measure tiny particles released from cancer cells, which can guide us in treatment.
The work you have done has been well recognised with the outstanding contribution of Pearl being
rewarded. She received Maundy money from the Queen in 2013 and an Oxford High Sheriff Award
in 2017. She has been strongly supported by her extensive family and friends, and the team spirit
was remarkable.
Thanks to all of you,
Best wishes
— Adrian

Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field
We hope you enjoy the permissive access to Oxford Preservation Trust
land in Kennington. Twice a year we spend time with willing volunteers to
preserve and maintain the Kennington Memorial Field. Our next conservation work party is due to
be held on Saturday 29th February when Abingdon Green Gym will be working alongside OPT
and local volunteers to ensure the pathways are accessible and that the area is preserved for all to
enjoy including the wildlife! The session will run 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and we will meet by the
pavilion at the end of Playfield Road.
No previous experience is necessary but stout shoes or wellies, old clothes and warm coats are
essential. We will be cutting back the brambles and thorn scrub with hand tools provided, although
please do bring gardening gloves and secateurs or loppers if you have them. There are always
plenty of jobs to do, suitable for all ages, and a hot drink and chocolate biscuits will be provided as
a mid-morning snack! We’d be delighted to see you if you can join us for some, or all, of the
morning. Please do contact me if you’d like any further information about the work party.
OPT is also involved in special projects, planning, membership and events. For more information
please visit our website www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk. As a charity all our crucial work,
including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington would not be possible without
our members and donors. Becoming a member is easy. You can do so online bit.ly/2joinopt or by
telephoning the office on 01865 242918.
—Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choirs have begun rehearsing every Friday evening at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall
in Upper Road, and we will be preparing for an afternoon concert in Exeter College Chapel on
Sunday 19th April entitled, “An Afternoon of Grand Opera”.
We are always looking for lots of new singers to join us. If you enjoy singing, do come along.
There are no auditions or subscriptions, and copies are available. You will be made most welcome.
All details on our website or from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885.
Our “Yeomen of the Guard” concerts in mid-December raised £761.20. There was also an
anonymous gift of £1,000.00. So with Gift Aid added, the final total amounted to just over £2,000.
This is going to Action for Children and the work they are doing with children and young people
who are severely disabled, some of them with seizures for whom we are providing special pillows
to prevent suffocation. Audiences were not as big as usual and we are very grateful to all who gave
so generously.

Get help with home repairs
Services and funds are available to help people
(owners and private tenants) stay independent, safe
and well in their homes, and Oxfordshire County
Council has developed a referral service to help
residents (or carers) access the right organisations in
their area, to get the help they need.
The types of help that can be provided are services
such as new boilers, repairs to boilers, loft or cavity wall insulation, access to a local and
trustworthy repairs service, and general advice on how to stay safe, well and affordably warm in
your home.
For more information or to make a referral visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs.
— Kate Eveleigh, Public Health Directorate, OCC

Guide Dogs
The local branch of the charity, Guide Dogs, is urgently looking for
new volunteers in Oxford. In particular they are in need of someone to
run their central Oxford fundraising group, which organises
community events and collections to help raise much needed funds.
Guide Dogs has local fundraising groups all across the country. There
are a number of roles available including group coordinator,
merchandise coordinator, collection box coordinator and general
fundraisers. The group will receive support from the charity to help
them achieve their fundraising goals.
Whether someone has an hour to spare a week, month or even year, the group has room for anyone
interested in getting involved. Full training and support are provided. To apply, go to
www.guidedogs.org.uk/volunteer or call the local team on 03451 430224.
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Kennington Women’s Institute
Our January meeting was a very enjoyable one as our members chatted and
laughed together.
After dealing with some business matters, we turned to our speaker, Helen
Horseman, and her talk “Seven Decades of Smurfs”. Helen brought with her a fine display of
Smurfs, pictures, books and Smurf memorabilia. The background story to these little blue people
was fascinating. Starting as they did, in Belgium, they are now a worldwide phenomenon. We heard
all about their creator and his family and the films, books, hit parade songs and promotions over the
years. We were told that Brussels filled the Grand-Place with Smurfs and their mushroom homes,
and New York has paraded four huge Smurf-shaped balloons during Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade. Helen’s enthusiasm for her subject was infectious as she explained how she started
collecting and the efforts to which she went to acquire her vast collection. I think all of us were
smiling and relaxed at the end of Helen’s talk.
After tea and mince pies, made by Kath Suckling, and lots more chatter, it was time to close the
meeting until next month, which is on Wednesday 5th February at 2:15 p.m. in the Methodist
Church. Do come along; we will be very pleased to see you.
— Maureen Palma

From the Editor
February is the month of “love” with St Valentine’s Day celebrated on 14 th
February. So what does love do for us? Well for one thing, it should make
us happy. Here is an extract from a recent homily about happiness by
Pope Francis:
… Remember that to be happy is not to have a sky without a storm, a
road without accidents, work without fatigue, relationships without
disappointments. To be happy is to find strength in forgiveness, hope in
battles, security in the stage of fear, love in discord. It is not only to enjoy the
smile, but also to reflect on the sadness. It is not only to celebrate the successes,
but to learn lessons from failures. It is not only to feel happy with the applause, but to be happy in
anonymity… May your life become a garden of opportunities for happiness… that in spring may it
be a lover of joy, in winter a lover of wisdom. And when you make a mistake, start all over again.
For only then will you be in love with life…
— Amena Sutton, Editor, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Pickleball
Come and join in at the Village Hall on Fridays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The session is for over-50s and is supported by Go Active in the Vale of White Horse.
The game is played on a badminton court and is similar to Short Tennis.
It is non-competitive, played with a friendly group of mixed ages over 50.
Cost is £3 a session. Do come along and give it a try.
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-yous and bereavements. Please keep
notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 47).
Hilde Patricia Martin: change of date
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the funeral of the late Hilde Martin has been postponed and will
now take place in March. The Chronicle will provide the date and details next month.
R.I.P. Alan Cross, 17/12/1934–31/12/2019
Alan Cross died on New Year’s Eve. He will be remembered by
many as the man who kept winning the Best Kept Garden
Competition for his immaculate front garden in St Swithun’s
Road. He moved there in 2010, and in 10 years he won the
competition at least 4 times and was highly commended in
several others.
Pauline thanks everyone who has sent cards and messages and
supported her at this difficult time.

Functional Fitness MOT for over 55s
Strength, balance and flexibility assessments
Health and well-being advice
Activity information
Wednesday 1st April, Kennington Village Centre, 10 a.m. to 12 noon
Book your free space with anna.clarke@southandvale.gov.uk or 07801 203501
Sponsored by Go Active Gold and the VOWH District Council

Village Picnic: VE Day 75
An opportunity for us all to remember the enormous sacrifices that were made at home and
abroad, and to joyously celebrate as people did 75 years ago, with the arrival of peace in
Europe.
Playfield Road Playing Field
Kennington
OX1 5RS
Saturday 9th May
11 a.m.–3 p.m.
Keep an eye out for further details in the Kennington Chronicle and Kennington Connected!
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3rd Kennington Brownies
It may seem a while ago, but I promised to regale you with the success of Brownie Camp! This was
the first year to enjoy the additional company of the Abingdon Brownies at our camp. It was a
credit to all the girls that they got on together famously, being very friendly and considerate to each
other. Wonderful crafts, wonderful food, wonderful Christmas tree and wonderful Saturday night at
the Elf Factor variety talent show! Everyone went home absolutely exhausted (including the
Leaders), but exhilarated. We can’t wait until the next camp!
What will 2020 bring? The girls will be very keen to make the most of choosing their next badges
to work on both as a group and personal choice badges. They wear their badges with pride and it
demonstrates their dedication to complete a challenge. They approach all group projects with
enthusiasm and there is a never-ending thirst for learning something new.
Why should girls join Brownies, you may ask! The girls learn skills and develop values that will
nurture them into caring, compassionate and responsible young women. Here are some of these: a
sense of belonging, respect for others, teamwork experience, build up self-confidence, develop a
sense of their community, develop or build on leadership qualities, learn how to accept
responsibility within their group, develop social skills, go on a journey of self-discovery, and most
importantly it’s FUN!
Brownies is an experience that the girls will look back on with fondness for many years. Remember
the saying, “Once a Brownie, always a Brownie!”
Until next month when there will be more details of our projects for the coming term.
— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7–10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at angieaxe258@gmail.com.
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Kennington Festival Group
We had our first meeting of 2020 on 13th January with 28 of our members.
The other 9 were absent for various reasons, notably Mrs Eileen Keep, our oldest member
and the oldest resident of Kennington, who celebrated her 105th Birthday on 2nd January.
We missed her cheerful presence and hope she will be well enough to join us at our next meeting.
We hope some of you ‘over 60s’ will joins us every other Monday from 2 to 4 p.m. for a social
afternoon with some friendly people, enjoy a cup of tea, or coffee, and cake. All for a £1 including
a raffle ticket. We do also have a short game of Bingo which everyone seems to enjoy, but if you
don’t want to join in that’s fine.
Our next meetings are on Mondays 10th & 24th February.
For those who have problems getting about, we have volunteer drivers who would be only too
pleased to transport you.
If you would like more information please contact me.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353 or 07540 755711 or mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

The Apple Café
Opening the Café from
9 a.m.
on
Thursdays
continues to be very
popular with parents, parents, grandparents and childminders with
babies and toddlers. However, we do need help on Thursdays
from 8 a.m., particularly to set up tables and chairs, and to
volunteer in the Café from 9 a.m. Can you help?
We were delighted to find a replacement supplier for our
homemade cakes, and hope they come up to your expectation.
Come and sample for yourselves. Our thanks again to local
resident, Sue Ponting, who provided delicious cakes for many
years.
During January, the Café played host to Cinderella and other
members of KADS, which was very much appreciated by our
younger customers. The Animals on the Move Exhibition was held
at the church hall on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th January, and
the Apple Café remained open until 2 p.m. to provide Saturday
lunches for our regular customers, exhibitors and their visitors.
Our popular Knitter Natter group held their first meeting of the
new year on 23 January and will meet again on Thursday 19th March. Anyone interested in
knitting or crochet? Beginners are welcome. The Café will host Board Games on Saturday 1st
February and Saturday 7th March. Suitable for all ages! On Thursday 12 th March we are holding a
display and demonstration of Mosaic work and hope to hold a Mosaic workshop at a later date.
rd

Please let us know if you have any ideas, or suggestions for other activities you would like to see at
the Café. If you would like further information about the Café, or would like to volunteer, please
email applecafekennington@gmail.com or telephone 326691.
applecafekennington@gmail.com — 01865 326691
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays 9 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and Saturdays 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
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Who’s the King of the Castle?
During the Spring term, Poplar class will be learning lots about castles and knights as part of our
‘Who’s the King of the Castle?’ topic. So far in our art and history lessons, we have learned about
coats of arms and designed our own shields to protect us against an invasion on our classroom! We
have looked at what different colours represent and used this learning to inform our choice of paint
colours. We have also been learning about the different parts of a castle, as well as the different job
roles which existed. Life was very different in the past to what it is like now!
In science, we have been exploring the differences between objects and materials. We have been
looking at the properties of materials and have learned some fantastic new words to describe these,
such as ‘transparent’ and ‘opaque’. At the end of our topic, we are going to carry out a scientific
investigation which will test the waterproof properties of a range of different materials. Thanks to
our science learning, we now understand why castles were made out of stone and why knights’
armour was made from metal!
We are very lucky to be visiting the Oxford Castle this term. We are super-excited about this trip as
we are actually going to a real-life castle! We can’t wait to put our learning to the test by trying to
spot the different parts of the castle on our guided tour.
— Miss Wisker and Poplar Class (Year 1)

Citizens Advice Bureau: Separation
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
Citizens Advice can help you through relationship breakdown
There is no storm quite like an emotional storm, and the trauma of a separation from a loved one
can be devastating and overwhelming. Some people say it feels as if the ground is falling away
beneath their feet. It helps if you know there’s somewhere you can go right away for help: Citizens
Advice.
If you and your partner or spouse have decided that separation is inevitable, you should try to work
out the practical details between yourselves. But bear in mind that you might eventually need to
consult a solicitor as well to enshrine your agreement in law, especially if you have assets or
children. Going to court should be regarded as a last resort.
Discuss with your ex-partner where you will live, where your children will live, and how to split
any money or belongings. If you and your partner are too upset to talk to each other calmly, wait
and talk later, or use a mediator.
If your partner makes you feel threatened, get help. Call Refuge or Women’s Aid on
0808 2000 247. There is also a Men’s Advice Line on 0808 801 0327.
If you have children with your partner, you are both responsible for the cost of looking after them
when you separate, even if you are not married. The parent who moves out might have to pay
maintenance to the parent who looks after the children.
Consider any outstanding debts or loans that you might have and think about who needs to be
informed about the separation. If you pay council tax, or receive benefits or tax credits, get in touch
with the relevant people and tell them about your new status.
Citizens Advice can help you find the ground beneath your feet so you can move on. Call Citizens
Advice Adviceline on 0300 3309 042 or come and see us in person. For locations of offices and
opening hours visit https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale.
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40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group
Scouts New Year’s Eve Fireworks: A success!
40th Kennington Scout Group thanks all the Kennington residents (and some
from further afield) who attended our New Year’s Eve Fireworks. We had a lot of concerns initially
about trialling the event—would anyone come? Could we staff all the sections? And what if it
rained again?! But in the end, we decided we had to give it a go as it was the most viable option to
‘use up’ the fireworks we couldn’t light on ‘bonfire night’ (which
wouldn’t last until next November!).
On the night we had many volunteers, several of whom had set
up most things during the day and the preceding week. It is great
to see so many helping our local Scout Group. To be honest for
quite a while we thought we would have more volunteers than
attendees! But we were so glad when we started getting queues of
eager families to see the spectacle!
Next year we intend to return to normal service, the Saturday
before 5th November, so that will be Halloween. Spooky!
Once again, thank you to everyone for supporting your local
Scout Group.
— Paul, Exec Committee

CAB needs help
Citizens Advice in South and Vale needs volunteers to help with:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Reception duties in Abingdon, Henley and Thame
Advisers in Abingdon and Didcot
Head office administration in Abingdon
IT support in Didcot and Thame
Fundraising (from any location)
Communications and website designers (from any location)

We are a local charity providing free, confidential advice. Last year, our 150 skilled advisers helped
over 11,000 local people from advice centres in Abingdon, Didcot, Faringdon, Henley, Thame and
Wallingford.
Many people who come to us face difficult and sometimes frightening problems that threaten to
overwhelm them. In 2019 we helped three quarters to resolve their problems.
For volunteers, we offer a welcoming office environment and an opportunity to gain new skills,
meet new people and make a real and valued contribution to your local community. It’s up to you
when you volunteer. We normally ask for two half days a week but can be flexible. If you are
interested, please follow this link:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/
Or, if you would like to discuss these volunteering roles, please email Jon Bright, Director:
jon.bright@osavcab.org.uk.
39

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
32 Australian Fires
Our friends in Australia are on fire. The bush fires as seen on TV, show the seriousness of the
situation.
Here in Britain, between Christmas and New Year, many of us enjoyed some quite stunning
glowing sunsets. I’ve been wondering if they had their sheer beauty enhanced by those Australian
fires. The smoke has spread high into the atmosphere, and I wonder if it has spread around the
globe. I’m left wondering if this smoke, in part, is having an impact on our very own sunsets?
What’s this got to do with gardening and wildlife, which is always the angle of my monthly
jottings?
Well, here’s the link. When you are out there tending your gardens, what’s the residual effect of that
activity? What effect does it have locally, nationally, internationally? None of us exists in isolation.
Our gardening habits can impact on us, on wildlife in it, on our neighbours and community. We can
impact nationally and internationally if a critical mass buy into new and old habits.
So, as the nights draw out heading towards the new growing season, take a step back and consider
what impact your garden has had, is having and will have?
It might inform what you do and don’t do during the 2020 growing season.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
Looking backwards, looking forwards
The days are lengthening, and in school we are full of optimism, with the
feeling that spring is just around the corner. Our journalists this month are
from some of our Year 6 pupils (aged 10–11) in Larch class (page 7), and
from Poplar class (Year 1, aged 5–6) (page 36). The Year 6s are reporting on
their residential visit last term, which is a highlight of their last year at St
Swithun’s for many. Whilst the Year 6s have been reflecting on something that happened last term,
Poplar children are looking forwards, to our spring term activities.
Looking further forwards, we are now taking applications for places in our nursery class for the
start of the next academic year in September. If you child was born between 1st September 2016 and
31st August 2017, and you would like a place in our nursery class for your child from September
2020, the application form can be downloaded from our website:
www.stswithunsprimary.org/admissions.html
Alternatively, call into school and we will be pleased to give you a form. We are able to offer 15hour places, as well as (for children who are eligible) places for up to 30 hours. The closing date for
‘on time’ applications is 13th March. Parents are very welcome to make an appointment to come and
visit Saplings (our Early Years department) prior to making an application. Do contact the school
office to make an appointment (01865 415105 or office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk). I look
forward to welcoming you.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sybuck@hotmail.co.uk. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com
Take the PPG patient survey
The Botley and Kennington Patient Participation Group’s survey of patient
experience of using GP services continues throughout February. Paper copies are
available at both Botley and Kennington Medical Centres and it can be completed
on line at
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/YourexperienceofusingGPservices
How To Get The Most Out Of Your GP Appointment
As the doctor’s time is precious, here are a few tips that may help you get the most from the time
you have with them. Some of the things may seem obvious but if they are all combined it will help
get the best out of your visit.
1. Be on time. We are all aware that often the doctor runs late through no fault of their own
BUT if they are running on time don’t waste yours.
Once In The Room…
2. Don’t get too comfy. We can waste valuable appointment time taking off layers that are not
necessary.
3. If at all possible, leave your children at home unless it’s one of them who is unwell. I
know: often easier said than done but… Often children distract you and the doctor from
asking the relevant questions.
4. Don’t bring a list. It is unrealistic to expect a doctor to deal with more than one problem.
Given the limited time (the average appointment is 10 minutes) it is better to deal with one
in-depth issue than several superficially.
5. Think about your story and tell it chronologically. If possible, remember when symptoms
first started and how they developed. Give as many details as possible.
6. Be as accurate as possible. When giving timings, be as accurate as you can. Give dates or
the month or week when symptoms started. Try not to say, ‘a while ago’, or ‘not long’.
7. Try not to be embarrassed. It will probably be something the doctor has heard before.
8. Understand how the consultation works.
a. Tell your story
b. The doctor asks you questions
c. The doctor might examine you
d. Your doctor tells you what they think might be going on and suggest treatment or plan
options
e. You ask questions about the plan
9. Get the important issue out first. Often people talk about smaller concerns rather than the
important one such as, ‘I think I have a lump.’
10. The internet is useful, but doctors have a wealth of knowledge, so trust their skills.
Finally….
Be kind. Doctors are trying their best to help you; that’s the reason they came into the profession.
Happy New Year from Botley and Kennington PPG!
— Chris Sugden
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939
There’s a lot happening this month, including our popular Quiz Night on
Saturday 29th February at 7 p.m. in St Swithun’s Church Hall. Tickets, to include a
meal and glass of wine are ONLY £10 each. Buy them at the library or email
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk. Hurry to avoid disappointment!
This event is kindly sponsored by Tonks Brothers.
Our FREE events for children this month
Monday 10th February 2:30–3 p.m.: Rhyme Time for all under-school-aged
children and their parents and carers.
Wednesday 19th February 10:30–11:30 a.m. Special for half term: Story and
Craft with guest author Jackie Holderness. Come and hear her beautifully
illustrated story about an Oxford princess! Please collect your FREE ticket from the
library which will remind you to come!
For adults
Wednesday 5th February 11 a.m.-12 noon, with coffee from
10:30 a.m. The return of our Coffee Talks. Dave Richardson will
talk about his book A History of Oxford Pubs. Kennington-based
Dave Richardson is editor of the Oxford Drinker, the local
magazine of the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA). The talk will
uncover the fascinating history of some of the city's best-known
hostelries. This is one we are sure you will enjoy!
Remember that David our Digital Helper is on hand every Wednesday morning to help with all
your questions. Carole will be available on Wednesday 12th February to assist in particular with
Family History research. In both cases, booking is strongly recommended.
There is still time to enter Oxfordshire Libraries eBook Short Story Writing Competition
2020. Why not have a go? The winning story in each of two categories will be
published as an eBook for library members to borrow! Closing date 29th
February 2020. Full details on www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition.
Linora Lawrence: We are sorry to record the death of a loyal FOKL member, Linora
Lawrence, who regularly attended our monthly coffee talks, gave one of them, and was
Chair of the Oxford Writers’ Group. Her short story, The Bodleian Murders, was the
title of the most popular of the Oxpens anthologies. May she rest in peace.
01865 730763
News at www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary
Monday 2–5 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Friday 2–7 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Chair
Pamela Allen
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Secretary
Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Treasurer
Hugh Fleming
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Adventure Cub Scouts—End of year round-up
Cub Scouting is a great way for Cubs to have fun, take part in exciting activities, learn some new
skills and very importantly, earn lots of badges!
We plan the Cub Scout Programme so that the Cubs can work towards their badges through a whole
range of activities - some of these are fun, some are a bit crazy, some will make the Cubs think
about things or enable them to visit places they have not seen before.
In September, the Cubs visited a Buddhist Vihara, which was an amazing evening where the Cubs
and Leaders sat on cushions on the floor whilst learning about
Buddhism and being taught how to meditate and chant. Looking
around and seeing all the Cubs with their eyes closed and really
concentrating was an amazing sight.
We challenged the Cubs to build a bridge from nothing but paper
and tape as a team, in 30 minutes. We had three amazing
constructions, all of which were able to support a cup of water
(only just, in one case!). Great teamwork and thinking went into
making the bridges. The making of the safe bridge led us on to
looking at support and who and what the Cubs considered
provided support in their lives and how people supported each other.
The Cubs visited the Earth Trust at Wittenham Clumps and had a great (if slightly scary) walk
through the woods and found lizards, newts, worms and various
insects when the staff moved logs and wood piles for the cubs to
explore. Sadly we did not see any bats but had great fun using the bat
detecting equipment anyway. We learnt about why conservation is
important and how everyone can help in their daily lives.
One of our crazier activities was to make rafts from bread sticks and
strawberry laces and then to see if they floated (carrying mini Mars
bars) in large bowls of water. When we tested them, only a few
breadsticks suffered breakages and all the rafts floated—brilliant
result!
The Pioneer Badge gave the Cubs an opportunity to learn about building things using lashings and
knots under the careful supervision of our Scout Leaders—a fun evening enjoyed by all. The
following week, the cubs had a go at making their own rope and knotting ropes together which
were then used to ‘rescue’ Cubs in a number of different scenarios.
We had great fun making catapults
using lolly sticks, rubber bands and
bottle tops. The catapults worked
brilliantly firing small balls all the
way down the hall. Teamwork was
needed as putting rubber bands around
a number of lolly sticks was not easy as they had a tendency to fly into the air if not held down!
As the final part of the World Challenge Badge the Cubs decorated a tea candle glass holder to
celebrate Diwali, the Festival of Lights, and we lit the candles, darkened the Hall, and the Cubs
tried some Indian and Asian food—a magical evening. All the Cubs earned World Challenge
Badges and Pioneer badges. For one of our sixers, this term’s activities meant he had now gained
his Chief Scout’s Silver Award which was presented at our last meeting, a great way to finish the
year!
— Krys (Akela), Cub Scout Leader
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT:
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Coordinator,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the
15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy
is News not Views. Submissions to include name and
contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY
The Chronicle is delivered on or shortly
before the first of the month, except August.
Contact the Distribution Manager for queries
or problems with delivery.
CONTACT: John Maine
Distribution Manager, 01865 736841
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.
Regular events
Apple Café
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thu 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.; Sat 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton
Village Centre
Monday 8:30–10:30 a.m.
Baby & Toddler Group
Village Centre
Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers
Village Centre Car Park
Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club
Methodist Church
Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Pickleball
Village Centre
Friday 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Table Tennis
Youth Club
Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
Walking Netball
Village Centre
Friday 10–11 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public
Sat
Wed
Sat
Mon
Tue
Thu
Mon
Tue
Wed
Sat
Mon
Sat

1
5
8
10
11
13
17
18
19
22
24
29

2 & 7:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Wed
Mon

4 2:15 p.m.
9 12:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
Tue 10
7:30 p.m.
Thu 12 7:30 p.m.
10 a.m.–12 noon
Sat 14
7 for 7:30 p.m.
Mon 16 7:45 p.m.
Wed 18 7:30 p.m.
Mon 23 1:30 p.m.
Tue 31 7:30 p.m.

February
KADS Cinderella
Kennington Women’s Institute
Oxford Ceilidh—Geckoes
Festival Group
Coffee Morning for Churchill Renal Unit
Parish Council meeting
History Society AGM—Members’ Talks
Parish Council Planning
Horticultural Society: Hens in Garden + Humour
Cancer Research Quiz
Festival Group
FOKL Quiz Night

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall

March
Kennington Women’s Institute
Festival Group AGM and Lunch
Coffee Morning
Parish Council Planning
Parish Council meeting
Guides Tabletop Sale
Oxford Ceilidh—Moirai
Hist Soc: 19th Century Women Travellers and Explorers
Horticultural Society—Downland Garden
Festival Group
Parish Council Planning

Methodist Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.
Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).
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