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Government safety advice relating to the
Corona Virus Pandemic was changing at the

time this edition went to press. It will be
advisable to check with organisers for any
changes to the events listed this month.

St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

Bright Sunshine and Stormy Days

Mark 4: 39 (NIV)

Jesus got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet. Be still!” Then the wind died down
and it was completely calm.

I have never visited the Holy Land, but I understand that the Sea of Galilee is beautiful. It is set at
nearly 700 feet below sea level, and it is almost 8 miles wide and more than twelve miles long
from north to south. Rather surprisingly, from any point on the shore, all other locations along the
shoreline can be seen. The sea is surrounded by the hills of Galilee reaching almost 1400 feet
above sea level, and the mountains of the Golan Heights, which reach more than 2,500 feet. The
area is green in spring and brown when it is hot, both of which contrast magnificently with the
deep blue of the water. It sounds rather idyllic, but its location can make it subject to sudden and
violent storms when the wind comes over the eastern mountains and drops quickly onto the sea.
Then the normally placid blue water turns angry, with high waves and terrific winds. Not a nice
place to be at that time. Definitely a time to seek shelter. 

Sometimes our lives are a bit like that water – our normally placid days are turned upside down so
suddenly.  The ground beneath our feet seems unstable,  the wind blows battering from every
direction and we don’t know where to go for shelter. It’s at times like these when we usually cry,
‘God, help me’.

These storms in our lives can come from outside and there isn’t much we can do as individuals. As
I write the Coronavirus is causing great concern around the world. We have had storms, flooding,
hurricanes, earthquakes, fires in Australia, famines, to name but very few. Other storms can affect
us so much personally. For example, worry over employment, low pay, inability to afford food and
heating,  being  made  homeless,  illness  or  accident,  death  of  a  loved  one  etc.  And  no-one  is
immune to these things no matter who we are.
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So, when we are being battered by life’s events, when we have no idea which way to turn, what on
earth can we do, who can we turn to? How we face these difficulties says a great deal about us. Do
we just ignore it and leave it to someone else to sort out; do we blame everyone else for our
problems without looking at what we might have done to cause it; do we ‘phone a friend’?

As a Christian, I always talk to a friend – a particular friend – Jesus. I pour out my heart, my fears
and my hurts to Him knowing He understands, even when I can’t put much into words myself.
Prayer is always a good place to start when you are stuck. Indeed, even shouting ‘God, please help
me’, is a prayer which will be heard and answered. Pour out your heart, tell Him everything. No
special  words  or  phrases  are  needed  –  He  understands  even  weeping  or  silence.  Keeping  a
conversation going is important – but don’t forget to listen so He can talk to you too. If you are
currently going through a very stormy patch in your life, please remember that Jesus will be there
with you to guide you and guard you in the darkness, to listen to you. He will be with you during
the storms and in the calm that will follow.

A helpful prayer may be: Lord, I pray you will help me through this difficult time and remain with
me when peace returns once more. Amen.

With blessings and prayer,

— Revd Glynis

(If  you would like  to talk  to a  member of  the clergy or  our  pastoral  team,  please call  01235
202860)

Services in April

Sun 5th 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Sun 12th

Easter Sunday

9:30 a.m.
Parish  Communion  –  There  will  be  Messy  Church  style
activities in the Hall this morning and then we can join in
the main service for communion

6:00 p.m. Compline

Sun 19th
9:30 a.m. Messy Church in Church

10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer in the Hall

Sun 26th
9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

6:00 p.m. Compline

On Thursdays there is a short Communion Service at 10:30 a.m.

Special services for Holy Week

Wed 8th 7:00 p.m. Holy Communion

Thursday 9th

Maunday Thursday

7:00 p.m. Fish  and  chip  supper  followed  by  service  of  Holy
Communion (at approx. 7:45 p.m.)

Fri 10th

Good Friday

10:30 a.m. Ecumenical Service followed by Walk of Witness ending at
the Methodist Church with a short service at 12:00 noon

For the full list of benefice services please see the website.
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Children’s Church  starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church)

 Messy Church at St Swithun’s will be on the 19th April. There will be a bring and
share lunch after the service. The doors open for Messy Church at 9:30 a.m. and
it usually finishes by about 11. You can come and have breakfast – cereals, toast,
croissants etc - and then feel free to wander round and see the activities or join in
a discussion if you want to. This allows us to explore and learn more about
our faith in a very relaxed way. We are working our way through the story of

the Bible starting from creation. Each month we are creating a picture to represent the story and
eventually we will have a timeline all around the church. Why not come along, grab a cup of coffee
and see how Messy Church works. You would be very welcome.

Little Lambs This is a group for pre-school children and their parents or carers. Every 2nd and 4th Wednesdays in
the month, in term time, in the church from 9:15 a.m. Come and enjoy cake, coffee and play. All very welcome.

Youth Group is held in the Radley Church Room (for children aged 7-11 and secondary school) on
the first and third Sundays starting at 6.00pm. For more information speak to Rob Glenny or Alison
Matthew.

Coronavirus If you would value a quite space for prayer and reflection the Church is open during
the day. The door is a little heavy and pulls to open; please do come in. There are resources in the
prayer corner which we hope you may find useful. You are also welcome to come in and enjoy the
grounds. We are continuing to hold our regular Sunday services, meeting to pray and worship with
some modifications (we are no  longer sharing the common communion cup and have learnt a
rather fun 'non handshake' peace). 

There is a list of names and phone numbers on the table at the back of church of people willing to
do shopping or other necessary errands. These people are also available for a friendly chat. The
names can also be found on the RSK website and on the Kennington church facebook page.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. There are prayer resources in the prayer corner that you are very welcome to use. You are also
very welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

St Swithun's Church Social Events 2020

23rd May at 2:30 p.m. - Tabletop sale in Church and grounds. 

There will be a raffle and cream teas. If you wish to hire a table at £7 please contact 

Mary Dennett (01235 532612) or Isabel Baggott (01865 730950).

11th July - Afternoon Summer Fete in Church Grounds

27th July to 1st August - Pop Up Charity Shop - St Swithun's Church Hall

19th, 20th, 21st August - Children's Holiday Activities in the Church and Hall

12th September - Quiz Night with Fish and Chips - St Swithun's Church Hall
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Oxford
OX3 8AX

A letter from the Methodist Minister

In the garden of a house where we used to live, my study window looked out on a fuchsia bush
which at this time of year appeared to be a collection of dead twigs, before coming back into life
with a burst of colour for the Summer. Each year, however, a large clump of daffodils would burst
through the surrounding fuchsia twigs with contrasting bright yellow flowers.

In our churches in Kennington over the past few weeks we have been travelling with Christ as He
heads towards Jerusalem, where He will be arrested, tried and put to death. There is a sense of
foreboding in the readings that we have shared, but we also know that on Easter Day we shall
celebrate our belief that the cross awaiting Christ is not the end of the story. Whilst it appears to
be a tree signifying death, it has become a symbol of hope and new life.

At the heart of the Easter story is the transformation of sorrow into joy. The promise that God is a
God of new life and new hope, and that He seeks the best for us. In Jesus we see this promise in
action as He came to show that love was stronger than hate, and life would overcome death.

We live in troubling and uncertain times. Times which may be more closely symbolised by my
former garden’s fuchsia bush which is yet to blossom, than by the daffodils which forced their way
through to offer Springtime colour.

Both images are, however, present in this month’s services. In the united walk of witness on Good
Friday, we recall Christ’s sacrificial presence at the heart of our sufferings, and then our Easter Day
services will renew hope in the life He brings to us now, and in the future yet to come.

With every blessing,

— Revd Stephen Maunder

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
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Services in April

5th 10:30 a.m. Lent 5. Palm Sunday. Our Morning Worship today will be led by Alistair 
Jackson from Oxford. Palm Crosses will be distributed during the service.

12th 10:30 a.m. EASTER DAY. Easter Praise and the Easter Communion led by the Rev David
Bull. Everyone is invited to come and share our Easter joy.

19th 10:30 a.m. Morning  Worship  for  the  First  Sunday  after  Easter  will  be  led by  Jan
Grimwood from Tackley.

26th 10:30 a.m. Today is the Second Sunday after Easter and our service will be one in our
series of  Alternative Worship.  The service today will  be led by Dr Simon
Blainey from Botley.

Easter 2020

Good Friday April 10th Walk of Witness leaving the War Memorial at approximately 11:15 a.m.

United Service in the Methodist Church at 12 noon

Easter Day April 12th Easter Celebration in the Methodist Church at 10:30 a.m.

Other activities

Mid-Week Worship in the Lounge of Edith Court this month will be held on Wednesday 8 th April at
10:30 a.m. led by the Revd. Dr Stephen Maunder. As always, there is a real welcome to everyone
to come and share worship with the residents.

Coffee Morning. This will take place on Tuesday 14th April in the Methodist Church Hall from 10
a.m. onwards.  Bring & Buy Stalls  available.  Come and enjoy a morning out and a cuppa with
friends old and new. You will be most welcome.

Our May Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 12 th May at 10 a.m. The March Coffee Morning
raised £102.03 for Church Funds.

Hiring a room at the church

If  you are interested in hiring a room for a party or  a private function,  please contact Trevor
Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on
Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not available on a Saturday.

Kennington Village Hall Committee AGM

Village Hall - AGM 2020

The Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee will be held on
Wednesday 1st April at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall

All residents are welcome to attend but only those over 18 are eligible to vote

Peter Biggs

Hon. Secretary
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From the Editor

This month I am delighted to introduce the newest members of the Chronicle
Team: Marilyn, Angie, Maggie and Roger. We are pleased to welcome them

all and thank them for volunteering to take on their various roles. 

Our deepest and heartfelt thanks to John Maine and Paddy Landau. John
was distributor for the entire village for 10 years. Thank you, John, for
your years of liaising with DPD and the printers, receiving the magazines

and ensuring that they reached the deliverers and residents each month.
John continues as a deliverer and we know he will be a valued support to

the new distributors.

Paddy took over as editor and producer of the Chronicle in February 2003. He has done a truly
outstanding job over the years and continues to be an unfailing support to the new team. Thank
you, Paddy, for all that you did and continue to do; we couldn’t survive without you! 

It is testament to the sterling work that John and Paddy did, that it now takes 5 people to carry out
their roles! I am also deeply indebted to Roger Dennett (Chair) and Mark Horseman (Treasurer and
Advertising Co-ordinator) for their continued support for the Chronicle and the whole team. Thank
you all.

Happy Easter to all our readers from the entire Chronicle Team!

— Amena Sutton, Editor, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Introducing the new members of the Chronicle Team

Marilyn Farr (north end distributor) says,

“I have lived in Kennington since 2004 and from the start have been involved
with  local  organisations,  especially  Kennington  Overseas  Aid  and  the
Horticultural  Society.  I  also  volunteer  in  the  Library  and  as  a  Good
Neighbours driver”.

Angie Gardiner (south end distributor) says, 

“Tim (my husband) and I have lived in the village for 38 years and enjoy
holidays  in  our  touring  caravan,  dog walking,  and being  with  family  and
friends.  I  am  just  amazed  having  joined  the  Chronicle  team,  how  many
people are working hard to produce and deliver it each month.”

Maggie Thomas (south end distributor) says, 

“I moved to the village with my husband 35 years ago.  Our children were at
school at the time and we both worked full-time.  When we retired 18 years
ago we decided to explore Europe with our caravan, eventually replaced by
a motorhome and this  we enjoyed until  last  year when we hung up our
walking boots and settled down to village life.  Now it  is  time for  me to
become more involved.  I am happy to become a volunteer for the Chronicle
and look forward to meeting many of you during my distribution ‘duties’!”
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Roger Winkworth (producer) says, 

"I have lived in Kennington since 1955 except for three years in Witney. My
primary education was at St. Swithun's School and I was one of the original
members of the Kennington and District United Church Choirs. My career
was  spent  teaching  physics  (and  computer  science  in  later  years)  to
youngsters in East Oxford.  I  have a long-standing interest in local  railway
history and I enjoy field-path walking, model-making and a wide range of
music."

As we approach Spring and Easter, here is some advice from a mighty tree!

Stand tall and be proud; go out on a limb.
Reach for the sky. Adapt to change.

Branch out. Stay grounded.
Remember your roots.

Drink plenty of water; get rid of dead wood.
Be confident.

Never stop growing.
Bend before you break; turn over a new leaf.

Enjoy the view.

Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society (KADS)

Following the success of our pantomime 'Cinderella', we're really pleased to share
the news that we won the award for ‘Best All-round Production’ in the Oxfordshire
Drama Network Winter Festival! The judges were particularly impressed with the transformation
scene, as Cinderella twirled from rags to sparkling ballgown, as the carriage magically appeared
from a darkened stage to a carefully devised UV creation. 

They also commented on the chemistry between the actors, the well-
drilled chorus, and the high standard of singing and dancing on display.
Costumes, scenery, lighting and music all got a special mention too. All in
all, a fantastic result! 

In other news, we are currently putting together a little something to
help commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE day. Given the current
global  situation,  this  may  take  place  in  May  or  later  in  the  year.  All
updates  will  be  shared  on  our  Facebook  page
at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS. This is a public area, so you can
see it without joining the platform. 

Thanks for your support, as always! 

— Sarah Ellner
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Kennington Table Tennis Club celebrates its second birthday!

Sometimes You Just Have To Laugh!

The usual early birds arrived before time to help put up the tables, fix the nets, get out the bats
and pay their subs; other players wandered in at various intervals during the 90-minute session.
There’s  always  a  cheerful  background  hum  of  conversation,  greetings  and  laughter  on  these
Tuesday table tennis mornings, and today was no exception.  Corona virus or not, we were ready
for a fun and competitive morning of play.  

Snatches of comments could be heard from around the tables: well played, brilliant shot, oooh!
(exasperation),  or “how  could I  have missed that shot!” (disbelief)  when suddenly a very firm
rather loud “NO” made some of the players stop for a moment to see what was going on.  Sure
enough, one group of players had just ended a fast and exciting game and were about to shake
hands to say thanks for the game, but one person was clearly and decisively withdrawing his hand
and shaking his head…  The next moment the four players were putting out their legs and touching
toes! It all looked so comical.  The next minute they were trying to touch knees!  

Laughter and giggles were rippling around the room by then, and so the merry dance continued!
In  the  end  everyone  in  the  room  seemed  in  agreement  that,  handshakes  being  no  longer
appropriate in a Corona world, the touching of elbows at the end of each game was a wonderful
alternative.  But to see normally sensible and slightly conservative players all very happily prancing
and hip-hopping round the games room, grinning like proverbial  cheshire cats,  enthusiastically
extending and offering elbows to each other – well, it was quite miraculous! And sometimes, you
just have to laugh!  There is still so much fun and excitement here after two years of this very
successful club.

The Apple Café

A year ago, the Apple Café was in jeopardy and on the
brink of closing. We have turned it  around, and it  is now thriving, welcoming more and more
people on a regular basis, engaging all generations in our activities and events, and providing a
welcoming space for people to meet and chat.

But this is  being achieved with a very small  number of regular volunteers,  particularly for the
earlier opening times on a Thursday, where we need to set up from 8 a.m. in order to open at 9
a.m. There is clearly a need for this, and our parents and young children are now a regular part of
Thursday Café. Are you an early riser? Could you give an hour or so of your time to help set up? 

The Porch will be at the Café on Thursday 2nd April, selling their range of preserves in support of
this worthwhile charity supporting homeless people. Our local Community Police Officers will join
us at the Café on Saturday 4th April, with help and advice on neighbourhood security. The Café will
host another Board Game morning on Saturday 25th April. 

Our Craft Table will be available on Thursday 9th April,  with an Easter
theme,  but  the  Café  will  be  closed  on  Saturday  11th  April  (Easter
Saturday). 

Let us know if you have any ideas, or suggestions for other activities. If
you  would  like  further  information  about  the  Café,  or  would  like  to
volunteer,  please  email  us  at  applecafekennington@gmail.com or
telephone 326691.
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Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice campaigns hit the target in 2019

People often see Citizens Advice as a “quick fix” centre, rather like the garage that changes your
car tyres – you pop into our office or ring Adviceline or you check the facts on our comprehensive
website. But there’s more to Citizens Advice than quick fixes. 

“Research and Campaigns” (R and C) is a part of Citizens Advice with a different task, a long-term
one that demands much effort and patience. It has the job of collecting evidence on emerging
social problems and then directly petitioning the people or organizations including ministers, local
MPs and government departments, who have the power to solve or alleviate them.

These campaigns have been remarkably successful, often making use of the media to put their
point across. In 2019 R and C contributed to the surge of action that led to the scrapping of tenant
fees.  It  also  submitted  a  “super-complaint”  on  the  Loyalty  Penalty,  whereby  long-standing
customers in some services (e.g. insurance) often end up paying more than new customers for the
same service.  Noting the rise  in demand for  food vouchers,  R  and C highlighted the issue of
pressure on household budgets because of slow payment schedules for Universal Credit. R and C
also issues occasional publications such as “Putting the house in order”, which described failings in
the housing market. 

Would you like to become one of these dedicated and hard-working volunteers, or work for us in a
different role? Visit www.caox.org for further details.

For more general help see our website  www.citizensadvice.org.uk call Citizens Advice Adviceline
on 0300 3309 042 or come and see us in person. For locations of offices and opening hours visit
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale 

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

Sadly, the Spring Concert in the Chapel of Exeter College, Oxford, on Sunday 19th April has been
cancelled due to the Corona Virus.

Trevor Cowlett has received a letter of thanks from the Area Fundraising Manager for the Home
Counties division of  Action for Children,  the charity supported by the Kennington and District
United Church Choirs at their Kennington concerts in December. Trevor would like to thank all
residents who attended and gave so generously. Here is an extract from the letter:

“…Thank you on behalf of everyone at Action for Children for the donation of £1761.20 from your
charity  fundraising  concert  and  private  anonymous  donation.  …The  money  will  make  a  huge
difference to the lives of children and young people with multiple learning difficulties based at
ShortBreaks@WestHyde. They are looking to take some children to Butlins for a special holiday
treat.

We could not do the work that we do to ensure that every child who needs help gets help, without
the support such as yours. Your donation is helping us to reach our vision that every child and
young person in the country has a safe and happy childhood and the foundations they need to
thrive. Thank you!”
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Kennington Women’s Institute

Our March meeting was our 94th Annual General Meeting and as such was a
more  formal  gathering  than  usual.  Firstly,  we  dealt  with  our  regular  usual
monthly business.

We then moved on to the formal part  of  the meeting. The President gave her address giving
details of events over the past year. Next was the financial statement from the Treasurer and its
Adoption and the Approval of the Independent Examiner for the next year. The Secretary’s report
on behalf of the committee stated that we have had a positive year since our ‘enlargement’ with
the Link afternoon group and this was very encouraging for us all. Our Treasurer for several years,
Mrs Weston, has unfortunately had to resign due to continued ill health but we were very pleased
that Mrs Dinah Connell had taken over this responsibility.

The next agenda item caused some shock and amusement! The President asked for nominations
for the committee and was taken aback when three members offered to join. Their names were
taken as  quickly  as  possible!  The winner  of  the Rose Brookes  cup for  the most  marks  in  our
competitions section was Kath Suckling and this was presented to her.

Now we could relax  and listen to our  speaker,  Mr Tim Pocock,  JP.  He and a  colleague,  Janet
Machin, came to talk to us about the role of a Justice of the Peace and the responsibilities of the
Magistrate. It was a very in-depth and interesting account of the duties involved.

Our  next  meeting is  Wednesday 1st  April  at  2:15 p.m.  in  the Methodist  Church Hall.  We are
looking forward to our speaker, Graham Kirby, who will be talking about Miniature Hats. Why not
come and join us? We will all be very pleased to see you.

— Maureen Palma

Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sybuck@hotmail.co.uk. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Social Prescribing: what could this mean for you and your health?

A talk by Sarah Oliver: Social Prescriber

Wednesday 8th April at 7:30 p.m.

Kennington Village Centre

Social prescribing has been introduced in part to take the strain off G.Ps and to help patients
improve their quality of life.

It may be that in the future instead of seeing a doctor you may see a Social Prescriber.

This is your opportunity to find out what this role is about, WHY it has been introduced and WHO
is the Social Prescriber for your practice.

Come along and find out more.

Sylvia Buckingham

PPG chair

N.B. new email address

sylvbuckingham@gmail.com
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Flexicare Annual Community Walk

Flexicare  is  a  small  local  charity  that  provides  free,  specialised  babysitting for  families  with  a
severely disabled child. Flexicare  operates within a ten-mile distance of Oxford city centre plus
Wantage and Grove. This means we serve all the villages surrounding Oxford and Abingdon. We go
as far north as Thrupp, west to Standlake, East to Wheatley and south to Wantage. Flexicare has
been providing this service for 35 years and it couldn’t work without the help of volunteers, some
of whom have been with us since the very early days. We provide all volunteers with the training
they need to help our families and we always need more! 

Not only is Flexicare unique in being a needs-led community-based service, it  also looks after
siblings under 14 as well. If this means putting in more than one sitter, so be it. Our families use
Flexicare for all kinds of reasons: one-on-one time with siblings, nights out with friends, dental
appointments, yoga classes, a quiet cup of coffee. Registered children remain with Flexicare until
their 18th birthday, or until they no longer meet criteria for services.

Give us a call on 01865 321881 or 07342 041388 or send us an email: admin@flexicare.org if you'd
like to know more, volunteer or refer a family.

We rely on our local community for our funding, we have a small grant from Oxfordshire County
Council but the majority of our running costs we raise ourselves. One of our favourite fundraisers
is  our  Annual  Community  Walk.  We  have  discovered  that  Snells  Hall  in  East  Hendred  is  a
particularly popular venue and we will be walking and running from there on Sunday 10th May.
We provide a number of 5 mile routes and a ten mile route, together with a wheelchair/buggy
friendly stroll around the village. We encourage runners to start at 8:00 a.m. and if we know you
are coming, we’ll have bacon rolls ready for your return. For walkers, registration is between 9 and
10 a.m. There will be a refreshment tent on the Ridgeway at the Scutchamer Knob carpark and
lunch  for  all  walkers  on  their  return  to  Snells  Hall.  Sign  up  to  save  time  on  the  day  at
www.flexicare.org or just come along. This is a very friendly family event, always much enjoyed.

— Jayne Castle (Co-ordinator)
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Surprises and Messages

As Spring heads towards us pretty quickly, our thoughts move towards the first time we see things
returning. The first ladybird, the first bee, the first butterfly, the first swallow. The first, the first,
the first. 

The  warm  glow  of  their  anticipated  return  isn’t  dissimilar  to  the  emotional  rollercoaster  of
meeting and reacquainting ourselves with an old friend, or a loved one. We have visualisations of
what’s going to happen - who’s going to do what, and when; memories of past meet ups; the
excitement  of  the  impending  physical  contact,  without  which  we can  feel  lost,  disconnected,
isolated; the hoped-for reaction from them in return, reflecting that they are as moved to see you,
as you are to see them.

When the inhabitants of your garden return this Spring, will  they be pleased to see you too?
Where will you find them? What surprises and messages will they bring with them this year?

Happy Gardening.

— Stuart Mabbutt

Kennington Good Neighbours

I  would like to say thank you to our Volunteer Drivers who use
their  own  cars  to  take  residents  without  transport  to  local
hospitals, health centres, hair dressers, and local amenities. Without them many elderly people
would have difficulty getting out and about

More volunteer drivers are needed. If you have some spare time when you may be able to help
please get in touch. It is not a regular commitment. If a request is made our transport organiser
will telephone to ask if you are free but if you are unable to then Dilys will ring someone else.

We also offer a ‘befriending’ service and again thank you to our small but very important group of
ladies and gentleman who visit those who need some company. We visit those who are unable to
get out and about for whatever reason, those who are lonely, those who would like someone to
talk to, maybe over a cup of tea. More visitors are also needed. I am willing to meet you to explain
more if you are interested.

If you need transport please ring Dilys Cale 01865 739774. If you need help or more information,
please  contact  me  on  01865  730353  and  leave  a  message  on  the  answer  phone.  Mobile
07540755711 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Thank you,

— Margaret Biggs
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St Swithun’s CE Primary School

130th Anniversary Celebrations

St Swithun’s School opened on 15th September 1890 on the present site and will celebrate its
130th Anniversary throughout the school year 2020/21.

The school as originally built:

The original school was enlarged in 1914 and is now used as the Playgroup.

This Anniversary year is  a wonderful  opportunity for  the village to work together, not only to
collect and collate material and photographs to enhance the history of the school, but to help the
children understand and appreciate how the school and the village were affected by national and
local history from 1890 onwards.
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The history of the school is well documented from 1890 to 1964, but little has been recorded since
that date. It is hoped to rectify this situation and collect and collate material and photographs
from the '60s through to the present day. With this in mind, a new group has formed who will
explore the history and development of the school, with the aim of producing a final publication. 

Village  organisations  have  joined together  to  form this  new "Kennington  Community  Group".
Partners will  include the church,  the parish,  the library,  and the history group,  as  well  as  the
Playgroup and St Swithun’s School itself. Local funding has been pledged, and the Group will be
able to apply for external funding to support events to be held throughout the anniversary year. 

We  would  really  appreciate  further  support  from  local  businesses.  Could  you  support  this
wonderful event?

The Launch:

The  celebration  year  will  be  launched  on  15th  September  2020,  when  all
children attending St  Swithun’s and the Playgroup will  be presented with a
Commemorative Badge, which we hope they will wear with pride, and keep for
many years to come. 

Full details will be published later, and parents will be kept advised through the
school newsletter.

School memories

Throughout the year the school will engage the children in various activities exploring key dates in
the development of the school, all of which will enhance their learning across many subjects. This
could include a Victorian day, the changes in transport across the years, the beginnings of the Pop
Age in the 1960s. 

Extract from School Log Book

In 1953 all children at the school were presented with Coronation Beakers, to commemorate the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. 

The school will also engage with the older residents in the Village, who are able to share their own
memories of their school days. It is hoped to arrange a series of Coffee Mornings where visitors
could share memories and photographs of their own school days. 

“There was an open fire in one corner of this room, which had a big iron fire guard around it. The
back cloakroom opened off this  room and contained the only  sink  in the building:  it  was  the
shallow stone kind.”
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This has been booked for Saturday 17th October from 7.00 p.m in the Village Hall. Put this date in
your diary now! 

Are you an ex-pupil? Did your children attend St Swithun’s? The reunion will be for former pupils
(probably from 1960 to 1990) plus teachers and governors, past and present. Come and join your
own "class" and catch up on news. 

We are also looking for photos or memorabilia from this era - what do you have hidden in your
loft? Please let us know - perhaps we can copy them for the reunion or bring them with you.

So where are all these former pupils? Please spread the word through your own social media and
help us make this evening one to be remembered. Further details and tickets available later this
year.

Oral History recordings

The Kennington History Society holds a wonderful collection of oral history tapes - memories from
older residents recalling their time in the village from the 1920s to the 1950s. It is hoped to re-
record some of these memories onto more modern media, and to make these available to a wider
audience, possibly at the Garden Party.

We plan to arrange inter-generational Coffee Mornings at the school, where the children could
chat with a small group of residents about their own memories of the school. 

Would you be willing to help with this? What do you remember best about your school days? 

Do you remember the Time Capsule that was buried in the school grounds during the Centennial
Celebrations of 1990? Do you know where this was? Let us know.

27



Garden Party 

A Garden Party will be held in the school grounds as part of the School’s May Fair in 2021 

The school has uncovered a wealth of information and photographs - spanning the years from
1950s to the present day. Photographs and material from the school and from the reunion will be
on display for all to enjoy.

Class of 1962 - Junior 1A

Final publication

The Kennington History Society produced an excellent booklet about the history of the school
which covered the years from 1890 to 1964. We hope this year will give the chance to update this
history. 

At the end of the year we hope to publish an updated school history, from 1960 onwards. This will
be invaluable for the school, and available to all.

Can you help?

We now have an excellent core group for the committee to take these plans forward - but more
help will be needed. We need volunteers, particularly ex-pupils to help with the school reunion.
Why not get involved? Do you have any skills or contacts that may help us - printing, banners,
publicity? 

Please let us know if you can help in anyway or have any photos we might be able to use. Email
stsw130@gmail.com or telephone 01865 326691.
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

By the time the Chronicle arrives through your door, in school we will be
almost at the end of term, looking forward to the Easter holidays. Unless,
of course, the worrying situation with regard to Coronavirus pandemic
has resulted in school closures. We hope that that won’t be necessary, of
course. We have lots going on in school before the end of term, such as
our  fundraising  activity  for  Sport  Relief,  in  which  the  children  will  be
sponsored to run continuously for the length of a pop song (some classes have Queen’s Bohemian
Rhapsody in mind!).

Recently,  all  the children in Year 5 staged a brilliant production of a
musical play, ‘Rock Bottom’, which linked to their topic on the Stone
Age. This half term, we are looking forward to Year 3 performing ‘Paws
and Claws’, a play based loosely on Shakespeare’s 'Romeo and Juliet',
but with dogs and cats instead of Montagues and Capulets.

We  are  also  looking  forward  to  our  annual  Mothers’  Day  tea.  The
children in Reception will be busy baking during the preceding days, and their mums (or another
special lady in their lives) are invited to join us in school for tea and cake. The children entertain
their guests, serving them with the cakes they have made and singing songs.

I would like to thank the wonderful volunteers at St Swithun’s Church for setting up ‘Experience
Easter’, which is an imaginative approach to help children experience Easter through six interactive
stations set up in different parts of the church. In small groups, our Year 5 and 6 classes will be
guided by a volunteer around each station. The children have time to learn about the significance
of the events for Christians around the world and to reflect on each part of the story. 

Our journalists this month are Tate, Caidan and Larissa, who have written a report about a visit to
Kennington Library, as part of our World Book Day celebration of books and reading.

We wish you a very happy Easter.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher

Silver Birch Class visit the Library

Silver Birch class booked a trip to the library on Thursday 5th of March 2020. We all really enjoyed
it because everyone LOVES reading books. The very kind librarian called Dominique gave us some
tips on choosing books such as:

• Read the first page and if it has more than four words you don’t know, it is too hard for
you. 

• Look at the front cover and if it looks interesting you could read it. 

At the library we split into two groups. One group went to the library to
look around and the other stayed in the hall and did a wordsearch or read
one  of  the  short  extracts.  In  the  library  we  picked  a  book  to  read,
choosing it using the tips the librarian gave us. Also she put on a Captain
Underpants Audiobook for us to listen to, but we could read our book if
we wanted.  Meanwhile,  the second group was doing the library  word

search, and suddenly, someone found their name in it! How unusual/funny!

When it was time to go, no one at all wanted to leave but in the end, the librarian persuaded us
with the promise that we would come back again sometime. Overall, everyone thoroughly enjoyed
the visit.
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Friends of St Swithun’s School

St Swithun’s School May Fair will take place on Saturday 16th May, from 12
noon to 3 p.m., on the school fields. There will be a huge range of fun stalls for
you to enjoy. From Test Your Strength, Beat the Goalie, and Whack a Rat, to
the Coconut Shy and Roll a Coin, there's something for everyone! Try your luck
on one of our THREE tombolas - the adults’, children's, and the amazing Royal
Tombola  -  with  prizes  including  tickets  for  days  out  and  summer  camp
sessions, massages and beauty treatments, restaurant vouchers, champagne, and wine.

After all that, you'll need a treat - but will it be a cake, some candy floss, ice cream, sweets, or a
burger? Decisions, decisions! While you make up your mind, enjoy a cool drink from the bar, which
will be serving chilled fizz, Pimm's, lager from Cotswold Breweries, and real ale. Sit back and relax
while the kids play on the bouncy castle and slide or have a go on the traditional Swing Boats. We
also have entertainment on all day, with performances from the School Band and Friends, as well
as Zumba, martial arts, and ((Bounce)) demonstrations.

And the fun doesn't end there. Following the success of our first ever mini music festival last year,
we’re delighted to announce that Kennstock will be back, from 3 to 7 p.m. after the May Fair. We
have  a  fantastic  line-up  of  local  bands  and  singers,  including  current  and  former  pupils  Ellie
Knowles and Heidi Preghenella, folk and blues from Connemara and The Satellite Vines, and Celtic
rock pop from the fantastic Tim Friers and the Mercenaries. 

Tickets for Kennstock are just £4 for an adult, £2 for children, or £10 for a family ticket. Tickets will
be on sale after school in the run up to the event, and will also be available on the gate, or you can
reserve yours by emailing mayfairkennstock@gmail.com. It’s a day not to be missed, so see you all
there!

SAVE THE DATE. The St Swithun's 5k Fun Run in Bagley Wood is back for its 2nd year on Sunday
28th June.

— Carolyn Jessop, Friends of St Swithun’s School

Kennington History Society

The February meeting was the AGM which went well.  At  the time of  writing we are looking
forward  to  a  talk  by  Katherine  Bradley  entitled  "Nineteenth  century  women  travellers  and
explorers".  In April we have a talk on "Oxford's 400-year-old Botanic Gardens:  notable keepers,
visitors and events" by Mark Davies.  

All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road.  Free tea, coffee and biscuits
are available afterwards though donations are welcome.  Non-members are charged £2.50 per
person.

— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830

We  were  encouraged  by  the  good  number  of
members and supporters who attended our first Annual General Meeting. It was something of a
landmark for us after 18 months as a registered charity. 

After the formal business was concluded, we had some interesting and very useful questions and
feedback from the floor, followed by an opportunity to look at Clive’s lovely slide show of club
events and to continue discussion informally over drinks and nibbles. 

By the time you read this, we will have held our Spring Sale in St. Nicholas’ Church in Abingdon
Market Square on the morning of 28th March.

There will be no session at the club on Easter Monday, April 13th.

— Margaret Newton

Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

Spring has arrived on the OPT sites with daffodils having bloomed, bluebells flowering and leaves
appearing on trees and hedgerows. The longer days and better weather enable us to enjoy the
countryside at  its best with birds singing and the opportunity to see an increasing amount of
wildlife. Do share any photos or drawings of our land via our social media accounts on Facebook or
Twitter (@OxfordPresTrust). It is lovely to see wildlife you have spotted, as well as the enjoyment
of walking or cycling in the countryside.

It was great to see volunteers at Kennington Memorial Field in February helping to preserve the
green space by cutting back a tree which had fallen in the storms as well as removing some scrub.
If anyone would like to volunteer on other OPT green spaces, we have regular conservation work
parties across our sites. No previous experience is necessary but outdoor clothing and gardening
gloves are required. A hot drink and chocolate biscuit (or two!) are provided as a mid-morning
refreshment  break.  Please  look  at  our  website  for  further  information:
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events 

As well as our green spaces, OPT is also involved in special projects, planning, membership and
events. Oxford Open Doors is a huge event in the OPT calendar so put the dates for 2020 in your
diary now - 11th and 12th September 2020. If you can spare any time to volunteer at this event,
please do get in touch.

As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. Becoming a member is easy – you can do
so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the office on 01865 242918.

—Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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3rd Kennington Brownies

What a triumph for the Oxfordshire Gang Show held in February which involved Scouts, Cubs,
Brownies and Guides from 43 Units all over the County! We had our very own Brownie, Lacey,
performing and what an event it  was for her! Also, two former Brownies from our Pack were
performing as well. The Gang Show is a theatre production involving singing, dancing and comedy.
For the participants, they gain confidence, experience working with others, performing in front of
an audience and generally have a lot of fun! The commitment from these young people is huge with
many, many rehearsals taking place before the main event. Would you believe that the Gang Show
has  been  going  for  69  years  now!  Can't  wait  until  next  year!  Think  about  volunteering  or
participating in 2021. OLE! This year, we celebrated Guiding/Scouting World Thinking Day by
exploring the country of Spain in honour of our Spanish Brownies. Flamenco is the traditional
dance of the Andalucia region in the southern area of Spain. So, we put on our flamenco music,
learned the hand, arms, feet and hand-clapping techniques and danced the night away! It is quite a
vigorous dance but the girls managed it with all their typical enthusiasm. 

We also welcomed two Rainbows to one of our meetings. They wanted to see what Brownies was
really like as they have reached the age of joining. By the end of the meeting they went home
flushed with happiness!

As always, come along and try out an evening with our Brownie pack! We are very pleased to
receive new Brownies and the girls are very friendly to newcomers.

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can join at any time of the year. Please contact Brown Owl at: angieaxe258@gmail.com 

Kennington Guides

During the half term holiday, two members of our
unit performed in the Oxfordshire Gang Show. Well
done to Alice and Libby!

We  have  been  working  on  the  Girlguiding  Anglia
Royal  Astronomical  Society  Challenge.  We  have
been  learning  about  influential  women  in

astronomy  and  made  constellation  projectors.  We  held  a  space-themed  art
night with oil pastel aurora drawings and marbled planets. We have also been
working towards our ‘Skills for my future’ theme award, making bionic hands and playing catching
games with them. (see photos)

Thank you to everyone who supported our Guides’ fundraising at the
Girlguiding Tabletop Sale in the Village Centre.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming events

We kick off our new season from April 2020, with a host of talks and events, all of which are now
subject to the Corona virus situation.

Wednesday 29th April 2020. 7:30 p.m. Village Centre.

For our first talk of the season we welcome a new speaker, Mary Bradshaw, who will present an
interesting talk entitled Find The Angel At Chelsea. This talk is a humorous view behind the scenes
at the flower show. (Greeting cards for sale)

Saturday 2nd May 2020: Plant Sale in grounds of St Swithun’s Church 10 a.m. to 12
noon.

If you want to buy a good range of plants at competitive prices, then come along to our plant sale.
A limited number of tables are available at £9.00 each. Tables must be booked in advance with
Alison Peedell on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the
day

Admission is free and hopefully teas will be available in the Apple Café.

Sunday 10th May 2020: Coach Outing to Exbury Gardens, New Forest

This is one of the best times to visit Exbury which is a favourite with members. The combined price
is £25.00, which includes a trip on the gardens’ steam railway.

The  coach  will  depart  from  Manor  Grove  at  8  a.m.  calling  at  bus  stops  through  the  village.
Bookings can be made with the treasurer on 730961.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership subscriptions are now due and collectors are out and about delivering programmes.
If you are not a member and would like to join, contact the membership secretary on 730961.
Membership remains at £1.00 and we have over three hundred members.

— Brian Peedell

Thames District Guides

Thames District Tabletop Sale

A big ‘Thank You; to everyone who supported our recent Tabletop Sale.

With a wide variety of goods on offer and lots of home-made cake there was something for
all.

We wish our patrons, young and old, well. We shall be back next year.

37

http://www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk/


40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group

Become a Scout Leader?

When I moved to Kennington five years ago with my family, we knew virtually no one. I was a bit
apprehensive about becoming a Scout Leader as I had never been in the Scouting Association and
apart from my three kids I had never looked after any children! What I did want to do was to
become part of a community and give something back to that community as I had seen my own
parents do in my native Sweden. It did help that my own kids have been and are at Beaver age and
I have known a lot of their friends and families outside of Beavers. But this is by no means the only
reason to be an active volunteer. Just helping out and meeting new people, older and younger, all
the time is good,  and being able to go on and organise adventures with the young people is
superb. Each section - Beavers, Cubs and Scouts - is run by a named Leader and between one and
three Assistant Leaders/Section Assistants so there are always people to talk to, get advice from
and split the workload. 

Our Scout Group is enormously popular and still growing. We have more children active in the 4
sections now than we have had for a very long time (perhaps ever?). Our Scout Troop has grown
so large that we need to open a second troop. In order to do this, we require leaders. The existing
Scout leaders will support the new Troop with advice, ideas and hands-on support. 

The best thing about Scouts is the adventures the young people are capable of. As well as the
array of activities for younger children like artists and disability awareness, Scouts can do dragon-
boating, parascending and master-at-arms (some kind of shooting I understand). 

So if you need a bit more adventure in your life, and you want to help kids get off the couch and
out from behind screens, please get in touch. We need both regular and occasional helpers.

— Mattias (Polar Bear), Beaver Scout Leader and Kit, Group Chair

40th’s Ridgeway Winter Challenge

When Saturday 7th March finally arrived, members of
the  40th Oxford  (Kennington)  Scout  Group did  battle
with  the  elements  and  the  miles  to  complete  the
Winter Challenge. Valiant Beavers & steadfast Cubs took
on the nine-mile hike along The Ridgeway (an ancient
trackway  described  as  Britain's  oldest  road!).  Some
Cubs even added another 3 miles to their tally! The journey took them
past the 3,000 year-old White Horse and beautiful scenery that many had
not seen before.

The  finish line  was  greeted  with broad grins  and sore  feet.  The  young
people were met by proud parents and a lift home, another Hikes Away
badge  for  jumpers  and a  special  badge  for  camp blankets.  All  in  all,  a
thoroughly excellent day.

We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time  to  get  to  know  the  kids  in  our  community  and  have  fun  yourself.  
Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

— Andrew Lee, ASL Warrior Troop
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Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com
School Years 5–8, Term Time, Wednesdays 7–8.30 p.m.

At the start of March, in a rare occurrence, our Youth Leader was not
present,  taking  a  wellearned  break  and  finally  enjoying  his  Birthday  present  in  London.
Nevertheless, we still ran the evening with great enthusiasm from a couple of our regular adults
and some our parenthelpers.

The following weekend was our sleepover which several members attended. The hall is an ideal
space as it’s well known but has various spaces inside allowing us to do different activities in each.
The  sleepover  was  all  about  challenges  and  working  as  a  team.  Those  that  attended  got
themselves in a knot, proved their worth at sandwich making (honestly it’s harder than it sounds),
and an undercover spy mission where they got covered in UV paint. They were positively glowing
by the end of the evening. Amazingly, they were settled quite quickly and slept through until a
fairly reasonable hour, allowing the adults to feel refreshed and ready for the next morning. We
came together  the  following  week  to  evaluate  together  and it  was  great  to  get  their  honest
feedback about what went well and what can be improved.

Of course, as with everyone everywhere, we’re in the grip of a health pandemic and so, despite
the best of intentions, lots of hand washing and use of hand sanitizer, it was necessary to close
youth club a few weeks earlier than planned. Our regular team is made up of either older adults
and/or  those  with underlying  health  conditions,  and we have  families  with underlying  health
conditions too. Bearing in mind the activities we had planned it was a real shame to have to close
the doors but we always have to consider what is best for our entire youth club community.

Nevertheless,  we are planning ahead for the future, whatever that may look like.  The activity
provider is kindly rebooking, competitions evening will rise again, and we will, one day, get back to
Laser Kombat.

With the closure of the club, our quiz night fundraiser also didn’t happen, but do keep an eye on
our  website,  Kennington  Connected,  and  in  the  Chronicle  for  details  of  when  this  will  be
rescheduled for – we’re hopeful for June. We’re saving the amazing raffle prizes up but will do a
draw for these either at the quiz night or as a separate entity altogether. In the meantime, if you
would still like to support the club, you can do so by entering our 50:50 draw with the potential of
winning, currently, nearly £40.

50:50 Draw Winners

Congratulations to our March 2020 winners. The winning balls were:

• 1st prize (£37.80)  - Ball #5

• 2nd prize (£10.80)  - Ball #39

• 3rd prize (£5.40)  - Ball #14

Thank you to everybody that supports us in this way. We’ve raised more than £1150 for the youth
club and given the same away in prizes. Visit www.kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Kennington Environmental Action

Monthly challenge: Using energy wisely

Last month we introduced you to Kennington Environmental Action: a new group to encourage
Kennington residents to live more sustainably. For April, we have decided to focus our monthly
information and challenge on using energy wisely in the home. We are asking as many people as
possible to join in by picking an energy ‘challenge’ from the charts below and joining up as a
community to support each other in putting these new actions into practice. Did you know that
there are around 28 million homes in the UK, and about 30% of the energy the country uses is
used up there? (mostly on heating and hot water - according to the Committee on Climate Change
who put together the pie chart, below).

I  was amazed to realise the other day that I  had no idea what kind of lightbulbs were in the
majority of my lights at home, but when I went round the house, I found I had a mishmash of old
incandescent ones, more recent ‘energy saving’ lightbulbs, and LEDs.  When I started to compare
the costs, I was surprised to find that the LEDs are not only best for the environment, but the best
value for money over time. I’ve compared them below.

Light bulb type Traditional
(Incandescent)

Halogen Compact Fluorescent
Lamps (CFL)

LED

Purchase cost £1.30+ £1.30+ £3+ £4+

Annual electricity cost per bulb £19.70 £9.20 £2.96 £1.97

Lifespan 1 year 2 years 10years 25 yrs

*comparison taken from independent website robinhoodenergy.co.uk and is based on 400 lumen
bulbs,  equivalent  to  a  40W incandescent  bulb,  28W halogen  bulb,  a  9W CFL  and  a  6W LED,
assuming that the bulb would be used for 5 hours a day, 365 days, with electricity costing £0.18
per kWh.
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So, even though LEDs are more expensive to buy upfront, they are cheaper to run and last much
longer, meaning they save money in the long run, and use much less electricity than any other
lightbulb. We are now in the process of updating all our lightbulbs to LED ones. 

Could you do the same this month? Or are you even bolder? Could you spend one minute less in
the shower (try timing yourself!) or even turn your thermostat down one degree and put on a
jumper instead?  The savings, according to the Energy Saving Trust, can really add up over a year.

So, go on!  Pick a challenge from one of the two charts! And please share your experience with us.
There will be a prize at the end of the month for the group, household or individual who really
impresses  us  with  their  chosen challenge.  Share  your  pictures  on  the Kennington Connected
Facebook page, or email details of your chosen challenge to helenjanebeale@yahoo.com.

— Helen Wenham
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Happy Easter to everyone! We look forward to seeing you at some
of the following:

FOR ADULTS…
Wednesday 1st April: Coffee Talk: Hope and Glory. Proud Story of the Proms.

Paul Campion will talk about the history of this national music festival. You may
remember his topic was chosen by a ballot; this was the clear favourite! Coffee
will be served from 10:30 a.m. and the talk will be at 11 a.m.

A READING CHALLENGE which ends 11th April

BLOOMIN’ GOOD READS encourages us to explore many new books available in
the library. See full details when you next visit the library and don’t forget to fill in
a  postcard  with  your  choices!  PRIZES  for  winning  entries  include  vouchers  for
Stowe, Buscot, The Oxford Bus Museum, Waitrose and many more!

DIGITAL HELP: David will be available to help you EACH WEDNESDAY MORNING and Carole will be
at the library on WEDNESDAY 8th April to help you with FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH. In order to
avoid disappointment, it is advisable to book for these sessions in advance at the library.

FOR CHILDREN…
Wednesday 8th April: Story, Rhymes and Craft 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Easter stories,  rhymes and crafts for children of all  ages. Come along and have some fun. (All
children must be accompanied by an adult.)

Wednesday 22nd April: Story Time from 11-11:30 a.m.

Stories for all under school aged children accompanied by an adult.

Friday 17th April: Another of our popular FREE BOARD GAMES CAFE for enthusiasts of all ages!
Why not try a game in another language? (Scrabble in French or German?!)
Come and join in between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. Bring and Share treats but soft
or hot drinks will be provided. Donations welcome.

PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN accompanied by an adult.

Quiz Night Thanks. Thanks again to Tonks Brothers for hosting the Quiz Night to raise funds. In
addition we would also like to thank  The Tandem and  Al Taif for their generosity in providing
vouchers as raffle prizes.

EASTER CLOSING

The library will be closed Good Friday, 10th April and Easter Monday, 13th April.

P.S. REMEMBER THE FREE INDIE (INDEPENDENT) BOOK FAIR at the Wesley Memorial Chapel on
4th APRIL!

For  latest  information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk  or  follow us  on  Facebook:
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen  FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in the Kennington Library.

Full-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802

All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

ADVERTISEMENTS,  whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
mailto:distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/chronicle-on-line.html
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


Kennington Village Diary
Enter events in the Village Diary (in the Post Office) by the 10th to have them included here.

Regular events
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thu 9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.; Sat 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Badminton Village Centre Monday 8:30–10:30 p.m.
Baby & Toddler Group Village Centre Tuesday 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Walkers Village Centre Car Park Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m.
Memory Club Methodist Church Monday and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Pickleball Village Centre Friday 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Table Tennis Youth Club Tuesday 11 a.m.–12 noon
Walking Netball Village Centre Friday 10–11 a.m.
All Parish Council meetings are open to the public

April
Day Date Time Details Location

Wed 1
2:15 p.m. Kennington Women’s Institute Methodist Church
7:30 p.m. AGM Village Hall Management C’ttee Village Centre

Mon 6 2 – 4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre

Wed 8
10:30 a.m. Short service in the lounge Edith Court
7:30 p.m. Health Talk on Social Prescribing Village Centre

Thurs 9 7:30 p.m. Parish Council meeting Village Centre

Fri 10
11:15 a.m. Good Friday Walk of Witness War Memorial

12 noon United Service Methodist Church
Sun 12 10:30 a.m. Easter Day Service and Easter Communion Methodist Church
Tues 14 10 a.m. Coffee Morning Methodist Church
Wed 15 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. Trefoil Guild Methodist Church

Mon 20
2 – 4 p.m.. Festival Group Village Centre
7:45 p.m. History Society: 400-year-old Botanic Gardens Methodist Church

Tues 21 7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Tues 22 7:30 p.m. Annual Parish Meeting Village Centre

May
Day Date Time Details Location
Mon 4 2 – 4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
Wed 6 2:15 p.m. Kennington Women’s Institute Methodist Church

Tues 12
10 a.m. Coffee Morning Methodist Church

7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Village Centre
Thurs 14 7:30 p.m. Parish Council meeting Village Centre

Mon 18
2 – 4 p.m. Festival Group Village Centre
7:45 p.m. History Society: Canal Restoration Methodist Church

Sat 23 2:30 p.m. Tabletop sale St Swithun’s Church
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