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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

Facing fear with faith
As I am sitting down to write these words to you, it is the Tuesday after Easter Sunday. It’s been
the strangest Lent I’ve ever experienced, and it was more than a little surreal to celebrate the
Easter Sunday Eucharist – so often the high point in the church’s year – from the confines of my
study, with only my wife for company. Part of what has marked the way the country has responded
to the current crisis is that advice and news have changed very fast. I am conscious that what I
write now may well be out of date by the time the Chronicle comes to online print. But it will still
be Eastertide, so the following is still worth saying.
In the Gospel of Matthew, the resurrection is viewed first through the eyes of two women, both
called Mary. At the entrance to the empty tomb, they encounter an angel who tells them that
Jesus has risen and to go and tell his disciples. On the way to do just that, Jesus appears to them
on the journey. What is striking about both these encounters is that both Jesus and the angel
begin with the same words: “Do not be afraid”. To be fair to Mary and Mary, they both have good
reason to be afraid. Going to a guarded tomb to try and retrieve the body of an enemy of the state
is a risky thing to do. Meeting an angel seems like a pretty terrifying experience. And then coming
face to face with a person you watched die in front of your eyes would be pretty scary.
But the point of these words is not just to alleviate the immediate fear of a shocking or surprising
encounter. The point is that the power of the resurrection is that it dismantles our fears and
transforms them into faith. Right now, a lot of us are feeling scared at the way our community and
our country is. We have a choice as to how we respond. Fear that there won’t be enough food tells
us to clear the shelves of supermarkets and stockpile food and essentials. Fear of contamination
tells us that others are to be treated with suspicion until they earn our trust. Fear of death tells us
that the only way to be is to be relentlessly positive.
But the risen Jesus says gently to us “Do not be afraid”. In God’s economy there is always more
than enough to go round; that living in faith means believing that God’s abundance is greater than
our scarcity. That is why there is so much bread left over from the feeding of the five thousand. In
God’s kingdom, living in faith means believing that nothing puts us beyond the compassionate love
of Christ. That is why Jesus brings healing to lepers, and sight to the blind, and dancing to the lame
by touch. In God’s presence, the power and pain of death is not denied, but neither does it prevail.
That is why the horror of Good Friday is one of the most important days of our year, but it is not
the one that matters most. At Easter, in the power of resurrection, death is swallowed up in
victory.
Some of the things I write may be out of date by the time you read this. But the power of the
resurrection to transform fear into faith has been true for 2000 years. Hear the words of the risen
Jesus. Do not be afraid.
— Rev. Rob Glenny: www.rskbenefice.org
If you are self-isolating due to Covid-19 we would like to let you know we can help.
SERV: Radley College, St. Swithun's Church and local volunteers
If you are not being supported by a group in your immediate neighbourhood, feel free to contact
any of these numbers for help. If you need practical things like shopping, dog walking, or
collecting prescriptions, call any of the volunteer coordinators:
Laney Parker 07963 377367; Debs Healey 07712 329416; Rev'd Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
and they will put you in touch with someone happy to help you.
If you would just like to chat with someone, call:
Rev'd Rob Glenny 01235 554739 or Mary on 07729 081498 or 01235 537128
Coronavirus is contagious. Please take care to ensure you are spreading only kindness. Avoid
physical contact (2m distance). Wash your hands regularly. Items should be left on your doorstep.
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk

A letter from the Methodist Minister
As a family we spent the 1990s living in Guernsey, where each year on 9th May we were able to
join in with the celebrations for Liberation Day. During the Second World War, Guernsey, together
with the other Channel Islands, was occupied by the Nazis, and the freeing of the islands at the
end of the war was a significant reason for celebration. I especially remember 9th May 1995, as
being a particularly memorable 50th Anniversary Liberation Day, which included a visit from the
Prince of Wales.
Whilst this was always a special day for residents and holiday-makers alike, for those who had
been evacuated from Guernsey during the War, or who had remained there in extremely difficult
circumstances during the Occupation, each Liberation Day was especially significant.
This year, of course, marks the 75th Anniversary of the ending of the Second World War, and
therefore also the occupation of the Channel Islands. No doubt this will need to be celebrated in a
rather different manner both here and in Guernsey, if, as seems likely at the time of writing, our
‘lockdown’ continues.
Although we were not able to be present in our Kennington Churches over Easter, online and other
resources have helped us to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. As we have been isolated in our
homes, not only has the liberation of Christ from death been the continuing Easter theme, but the
release from their places of hiding for his disciples, has also seemed especially poignant this year.
We can read of disciples who were gathered in social isolation in what the Gospels describe as the
“upper room”, or who were heading home to Emmaus, or who retreated to known activities such
as fishing, and who then found themselves to be freed from fear by the presence of the risen
Jesus. Whilst the dangers around them were not diminished, their sense of liberation was
renewed.
The desire for liberation is such a strong theme in human history. Liberation from oppression, from
imprisonment, from slavery, and so on. We have differing senses of that around us now as we
continue with necessary Government restrictions, and as some in particular live with day-to-day
anxieties and fears for themselves, and those whom they love.
On 9th May my thoughts will inevitably go to the people of the Channel Islands, as they celebrate
their liberation in a very different way this year. And together, our thoughts and prayers are with
all who feel trapped for whatever reason at this present time, and those who are working so hard
at personal cost to bring health and wholeness to others.
May each one of us continue to know the peace of God in troubling times,
— Revd Stephen Maunder
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From the Editor
Well here we are in a new experience. The Kennington Chronicle has never
been produced as an ‘online only’ magazine since its inception in 1983. We
hope that you will still gain the benefits of the Chronicle in this online
version. If you are able to, please do share the Chronicle with friends and
neighbours who may not have access to a computer or printing facilities.
There are posters up around the Village giving the website address and
signalling to residents that until it is safe for our deliverers, the Chronicle
will be published online only. I do wish to express our heartfelt thanks to
the librarian and Friends of the Kennington Library for producing the posters
and putting them up around the village.
I also wish to thank all our distributors and deliverers for managing to get the April Chronicle out
to residents. We ensured that any deliverers who felt unable to deliver due to self-isolation or for
medical reasons, were covered, and some deliverers did double routes and some new deliverers
joined the team. Thank you all very much. The Chronicle Team would like to say thank you to the
St Swithun’s 130th anniversary committee who provided a great deal of excellent material for the
April Chronicle and produced the lovely, special front cover.
We wish all our readers good health especially in these challenging circumstances. We hope you
are making the most of spending more time at home and finding new and exciting activities to
occupy your time. I am sure, like me, you have been sent many stories, sayings, poems, music and
other online bits of information to enjoy and share at this time. I thought I’d share with you
something that I thought was quite useful for this time.
“Remember that the best six doctors in the world are
Rest, Exercise, Diet, Sunlight, Self-confidence and Friends.
Maintain them in all stages of life and enjoy a healthy life.”
— Amena Sutton

Rainbows: Guiding for 5–7 year old girls
Kennington Thames Rainbows
It has been lovely to see so many Rainbows in the windows but there are real, live Rainbows also
in Kennington. As we are unable to meet at the moment, we are sending out a weekly email with
ideas and activities because there are still badges to be gained and awards to work towards.
When we resume meetings, we would welcome more members, so if you have a daughter who is
approaching her fifth birthday, or is already five, we would love to welcome her to the group. We
meet at the Methodist Church Hall on Mondays from 4.30 – 5.30p.m. You can register online on
the Girlguiding website which ensures your application will be picked up and answered.
— Fern (Pauline Robinson) and Daisy (Liz Gaskell)
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Oxford Mutual Aid
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Life Writing: How you can begin
Memoir writing is something that we can all do while life as we knew it shuts down and there is
time for reflection. I have talked to diverse community groups about the importance of life writing
and been thrilled to discover that many who came to my talks have started writing.
I spent ten years writing 120 castaway life stories for The Oxford Times in which I was privileged to
write the lives of inspirational people from five continents. They included the legendary Sir Roger
Bannister, folk royalty Peggy Seeger, Chris Patten the Chancellor of Oxford University and last
Governor of Hong Kong, Icolyn Smith born of subsistence farmers in Jamaica who became the
founder of the Cowley Road Soup Kitchen and Sir Andrew Mc Michael of the Weatherall Institute
of Molecular Medicine which among other things works on finding vaccines. Many of these
inspirational people you may not have heard of including the Wimbledon based artist Qu Leilei,
who was a founder of a courageous art movement in China in 1979 called The Stars, and the
Kenyan Nancy Mudenyo Hunt, who has founded ground-breaking charities for disadvantaged
children in Oxfordshire and in West Kenya.
I volunteered to write the history of our village choir (Kennington and District) and included in it
thirty mini life stories. Although the stories in I Love You All were different in range, they were
interesting. For example, choir member Christine Ravenscroft was born in Cutteslowe (North
Oxford) when there was a wall built across the road to separate council tenants from private
housing. She described how during WW2 a Canadian tank accidentally on purpose got lost on its
way to Elsfield and knocked the wall down! Abingdon resident Bert Branker was born in Barbados
and had a fabulous Windrush generation story to tell. The story of talented and passionate
director of the choir Trevor Cowlett was a moving personal account of overcoming agoraphobia
brought on by bullying when he was a sensitive teenager. I also wrote the story of the editor of
Kennington Chronicle, Amena Sutton, and the founder of Kennington Connected, Philip Hind.
My conclusion is that we are each of us unique and we all have great stories to tell. So how to
begin? I am also a novelist and the novel gets the reader to walk in someone else’s shoes. That is
what you should aim to do - get your potential reader to walk in your shoes. Memoir is not about
starting at birth and going year by year through your life. If you can achieve a memorable story
that way you are a better writer than me. I suggest you start with a vivid memory and write it
down. Leave it for a day and come back to it. Then describe the people involved and the place
where it happened. Use the senses - colour, touch, sounds, smell and taste to make it come alive.
I spent three years interviewing in depth the artist Qu Leilei for the background to my novel
Brushstrokes in Time. Each month we would begin where we had started the previous month.
Why? We discovered that if you recover a memory it is like skimming off the cream. When you
return to it more detail will have floated to the surface.
In the coming months I will give you support and tips from my experience. I learned about Life
Writing by doing it and you can too.
Best of luck with your life writing.
— Sylvia Vetta
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Endeavour Cubs
Silvers, Sixers & Seconders, Shoots & Shelters
Although our Spring term was cut short a bit, we did manage to fit in quite a lot, including yoga,
pizza making, a litter pick, and a photography evening creating some stop motion films and a
fashion shoot!

For the fashion shoot, Cubs were told to bring a costume with them and a camera. They all took it
in turns to be the model, striking their best poses, and figuring out the different settings and
editing features on their cameras.

Some of our Pack also took part in the district Sixer and Seconder Sleepover. This was a weekend
event during which Cubs worked together with others from across the District to complete a wide
variety of tasks earning themselves the Navigator Stage 3 badge by the end of the 2 days. The Cubs
and leaders all had a great time learning new things and getting to know lots of new people.
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We have also had five Cubs earn their Chief Scout Silver Awards. This is the highest award a Cub
can achieve before moving on to Scouts and requires them to earn all 7 of the Challenge badges as
well as at least 6 Activity or Staged badges. All the Cubs who achieved this top award have done
this and more, and we are all very proud of their achievement. Well done Cubs!

Looking forward to the Summer term, Scouting is going to be quite different. Although we may not
be able to meet face-to-face, we are still part of the Scouting family and just because we’re at
home does not mean we can’t connect with others and still have some adventures; we just need
to use our imaginations a bit more! In April the Scout Association ran a special edition of the
Jamboree on the Internet where Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network, and Leaders from all
over the world could connect with each other, take part in games, quizzes, and activities. There
was even a virtual campfire hosted by the Kandersteg International Scout Centre in Switzerland.
More locally, Oxfordshire Scout County held a virtual camp over the Easter weekend, where
members of all ages were encouraged to ‘camp’ with members of their household, either in their
garden or living room, by building shelters out of things they already have around the home or in a
tent.
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.
Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Isolation, Adaptation and Covid-19
I’m writing this on day 12 of my own personal Covid-19 isolation. I have been informed that my
medication will make me vulnerable to the virus as it reduces my immune system, and though I’m
told I need to isolate for 90 days, it is likely to be a lot longer! Once the infection rate is reduced, I
will still need to isolate to a degree, until the virus is brought under control and understood.
So, in this shared experience I thought I’d try and set you an alphabetical nature challenge to
occupy some of your time. If you are able to get out into your garden or local community for your
daily exercise, or just looking out of the window, try and be aware of the nature you can see and
discover.
Each day pick a letter and use that to engage and occupy yourself with nature for a while.
A = Awareness. Become aware of the nature around you.
B = Behind. Notice the nature that may be behind your shrubs and trees, or behind the plant on
your windowsill.
C = Call. Become aware of the bird calls in your local area. Don’t worry about identification, just
enjoy the sound.
D = Do. Get you hands into nature by doing some weeding and remove dead leaves from your
house plants. Nature is about touching it, not just seeing it.
E = Everywhere. Nature is everywhere, if we care to look.
F = Fly away. Look up to the sky and imagine for a while what it would be like to fly like a bird. See
the world from above - the bigger picture.
G = Goldfinch. See if you can spot these lovely little birds. 30 years ago, it was a challenge, but
these days they are more abundant.
H = Hear. Often, we just hear the birds when out in nature. What other natural sounds can be
heard though?
I = Ignore. Ignore that inner voice that can offer up a negative narrative during times of crisis.
Focus on the nature around you and know this won’t last forever.
J = Joy. Take energy from the joy the trees, wind, birds and sky offer.
K = Kite. In Oxfordshire, Red Kites are now a common sight. Look up, see if you can spot one.
L = Ladybird. Can you see any ladybirds? Possibly an absorbing pastime as they are often tucked
away.
M = Mauve. Colour is a big thing out in nature, so try and find things that are Mauve.
N = Numbers. What’s your favourite bird species? How many other species can you see? The
number of species can often be astounding.
O = Observe. Observe patterns of behaviour and habits going on out in nature.
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P = Photography. Try and take a picture of the nature around you; that in itself wakes us up to
what we’ve not noticed before.
Q = Question. Find something out in nature that interests you, then question how much you really
know about it. Try researching it and finding out something new about what interests you.
R = Relax. During the isolation we need to relax, engage all your senses to use the nature around
you to relax.
S = Starling. Starlings aren’t as common in gardens as they once were. They are great mimics
though, so have a listen to their calls.
T = Try. It can be demoralising having our lives impacted on by Covid-19 but keep trying to get
through. Try and find one new thing in the nature around you that you’ve never seen before.
U = Unsure. Many people are unsure what the nature is that around them. Don’t let that impact
on your appreciation of it. We don’t need to know what everything is all the time.
V = Value. Value everything out in nature. It all plays its part.
W = Weather. Enjoy the weather, whatever it is.
X = Xplore. Explore the nature you can see, hear, touch and smell.
Y = Yellow. Try and spot how may yellows you can see at this time.
Z = Zoom. Zoom in and have a close look at all the nature around you.
You may have other words to focus on for each letter, but you get the idea.
Happy Gardening
— Stuart Mabbutt

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
The Choir has not been meeting since the lockdown began in March. However, members are
keeping in touch with each other and sharing online music performances. We look forward to
meeting again when it is safe to do so, hopefully in the not too distant future. Until then, we send
our very best wishes to all our members and supporters.
— Trevor Cowlett

Kennington History Society
As most of our members and visitors are in vulnerable age groups, the Society will not meet until
September at the earliest.
— Bob Johnston
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830
Dear Members, Carers, Volunteers, Staff, Committee and Supporters,
Like many village organisations, Kennington Memory Club suspended all club activities from midMarch to help protect our members, and also volunteers and staff, from the Corona virus. We
hope you and your families remain well and we look forward to seeing you all again when it is safe
to re-open the club.
I hope you can enjoy the Spring trees and flowers, (even if only through a window), and the busy
birds that seem to be singing more this year, though it could just be the absence of traffic noise.
Thinking of singing, there is growing evidence that music can improve the quality of life for people
with dementia. Members and carers especially might be interested in an organisation called
“playlist for life” (www.playlistforlife.org.uk), which promotes the use of personal playlists for
people with dementia. (The Care Inspectorate is supporting it). They aim to help families and loved
ones with dementia to connect through music, to help people rekindle memories and promote
connections, as well as alleviate symptoms such as stress and distress. They encourage families
and people with dementia to identify music from their past that can evoke memories –their
‘playlist for life’ - so that they can listen or sing together. (The best period seems to be up to the
age of about 30, and definitely includes childhood).
The BBC has opened up its archives and can help people make playlists. The website,
musicmemories.bbcrewind.co.uk, gives you 30-second snippets of popular music (by decade) and
60-second snippets of classical music and special items like TV and radio themes, to help you track
down tunes. They also have ‘Memory Radio’ which features 90-minute programmes from the
1940s, 50s, and 60s.
Where words fail, music speaks. Create a playlist. Use it, talk about it.
Keep well.
— Margaret Newton

Error 404 not found
Eagle-eyed readers may have noticed that the number for this issue of the Chronicle has moved
from 403 last month to 405 this month. This is to correct a long-standing error Paddy Landau
discovered when looking through the Chronicle archives. It appears that the same issue number
was used for both the April and May issues in 2009, so the numbers have been one too low ever
since. The issue number is now accurate again!
— Roger Winkworth, Producer
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
We have been in touch with the Medical Centre who have assured us of the
following.
“We are committed to providing the best and safest care possible to our patients during these
difficult times:
•

All our doctors’ appointments have already been converted to telephone consultations and
we ask you please not to attend the surgery in person due to the risk of quickly spreading
the virus amongst the population and the care workers.

•

We advise those who are at increased risk of severe illness from coronavirus (COVID-19) to
follow strictly the social distancing measures and hygiene measures: if you are aged 70 or
older (regardless of medical conditions), under 70 with underlying health conditions such
as diabetes, heart failure, chronic kidney disease, chronic respiratory conditions, liver
disease or a weakened immune system and if you are pregnant.

•

Our social prescribers will contact our more vulnerable and elderly patients to check on
your more urgent needs.

•

We recommend drawing on support through your friends, family and other networks. We
know of many support groups springing up in streets and neighbourhoods. Try to stay in
touch with those around you over the ‘phone, by post, or online. Let people know how you
would like to stay in touch. This is also important for everyone’s mental well-being

•

We will continue posting new announcements on the practice website,
https://www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk through text message or ‘phoning you with any
update needed.

•

We will continue doing our utmost to offer efficient and safe care for all of you. “

If you need any advice please contact any of your Patients Participation Group team:
Sylvia Buckingham sylvbuckingham@gmail.com 01865 327739 or 0797 062 6443
Chris Sugden csugden@ocrpl.org 0780 829 7043
Anne Feather anneefeather@aol.com 0777 863 9366
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Request to staff the Covid-19 Clinics in Oxfordshire
Many of you will be aware by now that the Health Centre at Kennington was closed in mid-March
with no notice or information. I have been told subsequently that they were unable at that time to
give out any information by order of NHS England. All patients who are not showing any signs of
the Covid 19 virus are being seen at Botley Medical Centre but many more are being triaged and
treated by telephone. Repeat prescriptions are also being taken via the telephone.
Kennington Health Centre has been turned into a testing Centre for the virus. It will be one of
many being set up all over Oxford and the rest of the country. The Oxford Centres are being
managed by the Clinical Commissioning Group for Oxfordshire. You may have heard more by the
time this is published.
There is also a need to staff these centres so there is a call-out for retired nurses and
administration staff to return to work. As a retired nurse I felt I should do my bit so I have
completed the survey and am waiting to be called. If you feel you can help, please complete it.
Here is the message I received:
Can you help the Covid-19 response in Primary Care?
Across Oxfordshire general practices are working in partnership to deliver patient care during
coronavirus. We will be offering separate clinics and home visiting services for potential Covid,
and non-Covid patients. The safety of our teams is of the utmost importance to us during this
difficult time.
If you can help, please complete this simple, online survey and our team will be in touch to discuss
opportunities and match you with roles in our clinics and other services.
https://surveyhero.com/c/e7684979
Please feel free to share this survey with others who have clinical experience or practice
administrative experience who you feel could help.
— Gabriella More O’Ferrall, Workforce Coordinator

Friends of St Swithun’s School
Spring and Summer events
We are very sorry to announce that due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the
subsequent closure of the School the May Fair on May 16th has been
cancelled. Once we have an understanding on when schools will re-open, we may be able to enjoy
the Fair, or a similar event, at a later date. The St Swithun's 5k Fun Run on June 28th has also been
cancelled.
These decisions have not been made lightly as the events raise valuable funds for the School. We
are sorry to disappoint you, but we are sure you will understand that this is the right thing for us to
do.
Take care and stay well.
— The FOSS committee
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Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Updated report
We began our new season from April 2020, with a host of talks and events. Sadly, all of the
following events and talks have been cancelled:
Saturday 2nd May 2020: Plant Sale in grounds of St Swithun’s Church
Sunday 10th May 2020: Coach Outing to Exbury Gardens, New Forest
25th – 29th June: Harrogate Holiday

MEMBERSHIP
Membership subscriptions are now due and collectors are out and about delivering programmes.
If you are not a member and would like to join, please contact the membership secretary 0n
730961. Membership remains at £1:00 and we have over three hundred members.
Tuesday 14th July 2020: Evening Garden Visit to the Manor House, Dorchester-on-Thames. This
event is still on at the moment. Full details including timings and pick up arrangements will be in
the June Chronicle online and also be published on KHS Website .
Thursday 6th August 2020: Hyde Hall Flower Show, Chelmsford. This has now been moved to
Thursday 3rd September 2020. Watch this space.
The Annual show is still on target for Saturday 5th September in the Village Centre
— Brian Peedell

Oxford Garden Centre
Oxford Garden Centre at South Hinksey have a website at https://www.gardencentreoxford.com/
for orders of plants and other garden items for local delivery. However, at the time of writing, the
website is temporarily closed due to them being overwhelmed with orders. It will re-open when
they have the capacity to take new orders!
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Kennington Community Partnership
St Swithun’s 130 Year Anniversary
Well, things do change rapidly don't they? First of all we hope that everyone in
Kennington is keeping well, and receiving the support they need. The Kennington Community
Partnership has been officially formed, and we have completed our initial meeting, albeit on Zoom
and not in person - an experience for us all.
We would like to update you on our thinking. As you are probably all aware, St Swithun’s School
celebrates its 130th Anniversary on 15th September 2020 and it was our intention to launch this
year long event with a commemorative gift for all children, followed by various events throughout
the year, including a School Reunion and Exhibition of school photographs.

We are hopeful that celebrations will still take place, albeit on a different timescale. We have
therefore decided to postpone the School Reunion until sometime in 2021. It was suggested that
we launch a School Reunion Facebook page, via Kennington Connected, to encourage everyone to
sort out their own school photographs and memorabilia. Perhaps to feature them on the Reunion
page to help identify people. You may have seen recently that the School Honours Board has been
found in the boiler room - listing pupils from 1937 to 1954. Where are these people now, or their
families? Are they on Kennington Connected? Might YOU be able to help us set up a suitable
Facebook page? We need an enthusiastic, and knowledgeable, volunteer.
School Stories – do you have any tales to tell of the good old days? How about taking a pen to
paper or fingers to the keyboard and capturing the highlights for today’s children to compare and
contrast with their school days in 2020
We will work closely with the school regarding the best time to launch the celebration events,
which might offer the children something positive to plan for. It may be possible for September
this year, but decisions must remain fluent for the moment. Watch this space.
One activity mentioned last month was the production of a Time Capsule to be buried within the
school grounds. What should be included in this Capsule? We thought it appropriate that we
should include a story, poem or similar to reflect the current times and our hopes for the future.
Would your child like to submit an entry for this?
During this difficult time we are arranging a Virtual Weekly Quiz, to raise funds for the Friends of St
Swithun’s, the Playgroup, the Youth Club and the Kennington Community Partnership. We will play
on Friday evenings at 8.00 p.m. entry will be £3 per person. Proceeds will benefit our children in
various ways - please do join in.
Please let us know if you can help in any way, or have any photos we might be able to use.
Email stsw130@gmail.com or telephone 01865 326691.
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40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group
NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED!
We challenge you to be amazed and find out more about the difference you could make to your
local Community and Scout Group.
Would you like the chance to go camping, climbing, kayaking, and many more exciting activities
while helping the young people gain skills for life?
There is a huge and growing demand for Scouting in Kennington and the current sections are
‘bursting at the seams’, with the projected figures leading us to try to open a second Scout Troop
this year. To do this however we first need to find leaders, this word can be used to cover a
number of roles within any section from an Occasional Helper to Section Leader - the young
people don’t view you any differently when you are working as a team.
We appreciate volunteers have varying time commitments and can bring an assortment of skills
and knowledge which are not necessarily the traditional ones that spring to mind when someone
says Scouting. It is the mix within the leadership teams that enable a varied, challenging and
exciting programme to evolve. In return you will have fun, try things you wouldn’t have imaged
and feel a great sense of satisfaction as the young people progress.
Please think about whether you could support the Group by volunteering and if you would like to
know more contact kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
It is your enthusiasm and sense of fun and adventure that will inspire the future scouts.
— Andrew Lee, ASL Warrior Troop

Radley Large Wood Update
In January the solicitor and the land agent of Paddy Drysdale, the wood owner, approached me
with another potential compromise solution. They proposed creating a new public footpath and
entering into a permissive path agreement for other paths. They have now come up with a map
showing those paths. Click on this link to see the map: https://bit.ly/2020-radley-plan
The permissive path agreement will be signed with Radley Parish council, probably for an initial
term of 50 years and will be binding on all successive owners of the wood for that period.
Although this is not exactly the same as a village green, I feel that this gives the same kind of
access guarantees without having to go to an enquiry with the uncertainty of outcome and
potential cost for both sides. Therefore, I have signed an agreement to withdraw the village green
application once these agreements have been put in place.
When the village green application is withdrawn there will be a period during which the County
will advertise this fact. During that time, should anyone feel dissatisfied with the outcome it would
be open to them to take over the application.
There are still some details to iron out, but I hope this is a good outcome for everyone and I would
like to thank all members of the community who have supported this campaign.
— Chris Henderson
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Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com
School Years 5–8, Term Time, Wednesdays 7–8.30 p.m.
The building may be closed but that doesn’t mean youth work isn’t
happening. Every other Wednesday we head online to take part in Virtual Youth Club (VYC not
KYC). Members meet up with some of the leaders and take part in a variety of activities. We’ve
had treasure hunts around houses, quizzes, word games, and all manner of random conversations
take place. What we can guarantee is 90 minutes of fun that siblings and even some parents have
got involved with. It’s great to be able to offer a space where our young people can still meet up
and have fun safely. The feedback has been really positive, with some saying it’s the highlight of
their week. One parent even said they could hear the laughter from the other side of the house.
We also offer a listening service whereby young people can call or video call us and have a chat
about things that are worrying them, how they are feeling and so on. One thing lockdown has
proven is that we are still able to provide a service for the young people in the village.
The Youth Club is always trying to find ways to link in with our local community and other
organisations locally. Earlier in the year we held a coffee and cake afternoon and we’re already
making plans for this to hopefully be a regular occurrence when things resume. In the meantime,
Vickie, our Fundraising Coordinator, has arranged for supplies of surplus food and drink from M&S
to be collected from her house and this has been very popular, notably among the older members
of the community who may have struggled to get all of their supplies from the shops. Milk, bread,
even vol-au-vents have been on the list. A massive thanks to Vickie (and her family) for
coordinating this free service on behalf of the club.
On the fundraising front, our quiz night that has been postponed has had a boost. We were
planning to go online with it but found out that St Swithun’s Primary were doing the same. Not
wanting to clash, in true community spirit, we have joined forces and the weekly quiz night will
now be in aid of the school, nursery, and youth club. This is really brilliant because anybody can
join and due to the vast amount of people each organisation knows means we should all see this
being a fantastic event – there’s a cash prize, so don’t forget to sign up. The link will be available
on the website soon.
Our fundraising team is increasing too. Kerri Morse has recently joined us. We’re really pleased to
welcome her. We know she’ll fit right in and be a great asset to our already strong team.
If you would like to support the club but don’t want to join the quiz nights, you can still enter the
50:50 draw – half of the winnings go to the club, the rest to the winners. We’ve got our easyfundraising page as well.

50:50 Draw Winners
Congratulations to our April 2020 winners.
The winning balls were:
•  1st prize - Ball #12
•  2nd prize - Ball #18
•  3rd prize - Ball #41
Thank you to everybody that supports us in this way. We’ve raised more than £1200 for the youth
club and given the same away in prizes. Visit www.kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw to sign up.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939
Along with all other organisations, FOKL has had to cancel the activities we
normally put on during each month, but fear not, help is at hand! Connect to
the internet in one way or another to enjoy what the Digital and Virtual world has to offer!
Look at all the FREE services that are
available from the OCC libraries website
24hrs/7.
There is also an “Oxfordshire libraries”
Facebook page where you will find YouTube
videos of rhyme and story time by librarians
and a lot more!
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisureand-culture/libraries
For your “Mental Well-being” we would like
to recommend the following postcard:
Although the library is closed and we don’t yet
know when it will reopen, our librarian
Dominique, is working from home and can be
contacted via:
dominique.henderson@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Dominique has been busy checking out the
following websites all offering FREE and relevant
content:
1. “Oxford daily info” website good “Virtual
events” listings on its “What's On” page,
events like "Live Operas" Free!
https://www.dailyinfo.co.uk
2. and 3. are for parents of children of all
ages and provide content and activities to
keep children entertained and educated
while they are at home.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/news/
https://www.weareteachers.com
Date for your diary - we have an exciting event planned for Monday 16th November.
For latest information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk or follow us on Facebook:
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/
FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:

treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Environmental Action
Can we still be ‘green’ on lockdown? Yes we can!
Well, our plans, like many others, have been put on hold because of the current circumstances, so
we will pause our monthly challenges until after this period of lockdown. However, that doesn’t
mean that we’ve stopped noticing all the wonderful environmental things that are going on
around us. So we thought we’d take this opportunity to celebrate all the fantastic things we’ve
been seeing in Kennington:
1. The lockdown and the lovely weather has caused many people to re-connect with nature.
Gardens around the village are looking magnificent;
children are growing vegetables and flowers (some
for the first time); and produce-sharing is happening
all around us. Kennington Connected, as well as local
WhatsApp groups, have become hubs for this. My
children have certainly enjoyed watching broad
beans and radishes grow, and my husband has
become almost obsessed with his ‘Food for Free’
book – leading to many experimental meals involving
nettles, dandelions and other carefully-researched
wild shrubs. Maybe we’re developing habits that are
both fun and sustainable, that will continue well into
the future?

Holly and Edward with their
Broad Beans

Have you heard the birds sing? With the absence of
traffic, we stand in our garden in the morning and
listen to the bird song. There are some wonderful
websites out there to help novices, such as my family,
identify the different birds in their garden from their songs. why not give them a try!?
https://www.british-birdsongs.uk/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/
2. Stuff. Our original plan for May’s Chronicle was to focus on ‘stuff’ – how we can share the
stuff we have more effectively, whether we really need so much ‘stuff’ in our lives, and how
to stop more from entering our lives.
Bizarrely, the lockdown conditions have naturally put the focus on this issue, and
Kennington, as ever, has risen to the challenge spectacularly. One person’s trash is
another’s treasure, as we’ve been discovering with piles of topsoil and rubble from
demolished walls being offered and snapped up! House clear-outs have resulted in stuff
being shared around the village: helping children who have run out of books to read; and
families who are meeting that fractious 4-week argument period to re-focus on a jigsaw
puzzle to name but a few. As long as we are sensible, wash our hands after handling items,
and allow the shared item a couple of days in a shed (or somewhere out of the way) for a
period of de-contamination, this sharing community will continue to support and help each
other, without bringing new ‘stuff’ into our lives.
I’m sure you’ve noticed many other things around the village (not to mention the air quality!) that
show that whilst we are developing new ways to work together through this tricky time, we are
doing it (whether we know it or not) in an environmental and sustainable way. Well done
Kennington!
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And finally, if you find yourself with a bit of time on your hands, all the resources from February’s
meetings of the UK Citizens’ Assembly on climate change are available online. You can delve into
topics such as ‘transport’, ‘in the home’ and ‘alternative energy sources’ at your leisure in pithy,
15-20-minute talks from a range of experts in their field. Well worth a watch! Click on ‘weekend 2’
to get to the nub of the information. https://www.climateassembly.uk/
— Helen Wenham

Kennington Allotments Diary – Spring 2020
One positive side-effect of the Coronavirus crisis: it is producing
some remarkable gardens. Determined to make the best of the
space they have, people are planting window boxes and vegetable
plots, digging ponds, building tree-houses and climbing frames and
even, in my sister’s case, a skate ramp.
At the beginning of the lockdown, allotment gardeners were
relieved that the government specified the inclusion of allotments
on the list of acceptable forms of exercise. As long as everyone
washes their hands after touching the gate, Kennington allotments
are particularly safe – sparsely occupied with plenty of wild space.
It’s easy for plot-holders to stay out of each other’s way, shouting
hello from a safe distance.
We have gone from an exceptionally wet winter to a strangely dry spring, with the result that the
ground is cracked on top but still damp underneath, and new shoots may need help to break
through the soil. Long accustomed to the battle with mice, I start most things on the windowsill
and plant them out as seedlings. Over the last three weeks I’ve planted out some broad beans,
peas and two sets of potatoes, sown carrots under netting, and am carefully watering the
overwintered garlic. Meanwhile the greenhouse is filling up with tomatoes, squash, courgettes,
basil and lettuce, all waiting for that moment in early May when I shrug my shoulders and decide
that we’ve probably (fingers crossed) had the last frost.
For anyone crawling the walls for lack of outdoor space, there has never been a better time to get
an allotment. The garden centres are closed but several are offering home deliveries, community
seed swaps are thriving, and many allotment associations can lend tools to newcomers. Exercise
and fresh organic food – what’s not to love?
– Emma Tinker
Chair – South Ward / Kennington Allotments
To enquire about an allotment call Pete on 01865 735402 or email emmatinker@hotmail.com
For more information see www.southwardkenningtonallotments.co.uk
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Covid-19 – Playing fields and play areas
Following government advice, all play areas in Kennington will be closed until further notice. This
also includes the adult gym area at Playfield Rd and the BMX track at Forest Side. Please do not
use these facilities at the moment.
Residents are welcome to use the playing fields for exercise, but please remember to:
•

observe social distancing by keeping at least 2 metres / 6 foot away from other people

•

keep dogs on a lead to avoid unnecessary contact with other space users

•

wash your hands before leaving home and as soon as you return from being outside

Please remember to clean up after your dogs, as there have been reports of increased dog fouling
at the playing fields.

Bonfires
Please do not light garden fires (bonfires & pit fires) during the current Coronavirus pandemic. The
Household Waste Recycling Centres are closed for the time being and Oxfordshire County Council
needs you to hold material for now.
As well as the danger of the fire spreading uncontrollably, there are people in the community
living with serious respiratory problems, which could be made much worse if the sufferer is
exposed to smoke from bonfires.
Instead, please compost your garden waste where possible, and stack or bag up rubbish for
disposal when the current emergency is over.

Best Kept Garden Competition
It is hoped that the best kept garden competition will still be able to take place this year. It will
hopefully be held on Saturday 11th July, with preliminary judging taking place the week before.

Grants
At the March meeting, Kennington Parish Council awarded Friends of St Swithun’s School (FOSS) a
grant of £48 to cover the pavilion hire for the Fun Run. A grant of £250 was agreed towards the St
Swithun’s School 130th Anniversary celebrations.

New Defibrillator
A new defibrillator has been purchased for Forest Side playing field, thanks to £220 of crowd
funding from Kennington Athletic Football Club, and the parish council paying the remainder. This
will be installed as soon as possible.
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Event Cancellations and Virtual Meetings
Unfortunately, the council has had to cancel the litter pick, community picnic/VE Day event and
the annual parish meeting. Following changes in legislation, parish council meetings will be held
virtually until further notice, and the agenda and joining instructions will be added to the website.

Support for Neighbours
Finally, I would like to say a huge “thank you” to everyone who has volunteered to help their
neighbours throughout the Covid crisis. I have been in contact with co-ordinators in almost every
street in the village, who have arranged help for their neighbours with shopping and telephone
support.
If you are self-isolating and would like help or advice, please call me on 01865 421126 or email
clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.
— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
May 2020
Meetings are being held virtually until further notice. Please visit the website kenningtonpc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are
welcome.

Thursday 14th May
Time TBC
Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesday 12th May
Time TBC
Planning Committee meeting

Wednesday 13th May
Time TBC
Playing Fields Committee meeting
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt
of the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or
email the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are
aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call Tel: 01865 421126
clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

46

Links to websites that may be useful
Medical services:
• Botley Medical Centre
• NHS Oxford Key Information
Vale of White Horse District Counsel:
• Coronavirus Community Support
• How Services are affected by coronavirus
• Missed Bin Collections
Schools:
• St Swithun’s School Home Learning
• Matthew Arnold School
Information from local food stores:
• Sainsburys
• Waitrose
• Tesco
• Co-op
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising
£12
£70
⅛ page 100×70 mm
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End)
01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802
All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
We shall not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been
cancelled.
Please remember during this time to:

Stay at home
Protect all our Key-workers
Save Lives
Cover photograph by Amena Sutton, with the kind permission of Rita Goodey
Copyright Ⓒ Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submitters
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