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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
robertglenny@gmail.com
01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)
rsk.benefice@gmail.com
07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew
Rev Glynis Beckett
Rev Tony Rogerson
Rev Peter Stanway

Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD

01865 327974
01235 529505
01235 550214
01865 739342

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY

01865 730950
01865 739437

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN

01865 739758

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott
Nick Horn

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church
Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall
Bus Pass Group
Contact Gillian Cox
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent

9:25 a.m.
01865 735590
01865 415105

CHURCH SERVICES (currently suspended)
Sundays except 3rd Sunday
3rd Sunday

Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group)
9:30 a.m.
Messy Church in Church
9:25 a.m.
Morning Prayer in Church Hall
9:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only
Evening Service
6:30 p.m.
Thursdays
Communion
10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage
By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts
EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Rick Osborn.......................................................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk ..................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident .....0800 807060
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk .................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com
OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk ........................01865 421126
Village Centre Bookings.......................peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.....................07843 743718
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
At the beginning of lock-down, a friend of mine shared with me her dislike of the term ‘socially
distanced’, preferring to talk about being ‘physically distanced’. I know what she means. As human
beings we are made for relationship – with one another, with creation, and as a Christian, I
believe, for a relationship with a God of love. We have all, over the past few weeks, had such
different experiences of this ‘physical distancing’ or of ‘lock-down’. Some of us are ‘busier than we
have ever been’ (to quote another friend!) juggling working from home, caring for children or
other family members and all that simply running a busy household entails. For others of us, living
alone, separated from family and friends, shielding, or perhaps worried about our jobs or finances,
we may find ourselves facing altogether different challenges.
At times like this it is especially important to reach out to each other in the ways we safely can. So
if you are feeling isolated and would appreciate a friendly chat from time to time we have set up a
‘Phone Friends’ free service in conjunction with SERV (Supporting Everyone in Our Villages – a
partnership between Radley Good Neighbours and Radley College helping with shopping etc). For
‘Phone Friends’ contact Mary O’Brien (01235 537128/07729 081498) and she can put you in touch
with one of our trained volunteers. If you are in need of practical help with shopping, dog walking,
collecting prescriptions, do contact Laney Parker, one of SERV’s Kennington coordinators on 07963
377367.
Please do pass this information on to others who might find it of help.
In these strange and challenging times, it really is inspiring to hear of and see so many examples of
ways we are staying ‘socially connected’ and supporting each other while ‘physically distanced’ in
villages, towns and cities across the nation through food banks, community initiatives, neighbours
helping neighbours with shopping or a friendly ‘phone call, not to forget too, the Thursday ‘clap for
key workers’, a tribute to the many people who are helping to keep us all going – from NHS
workers and carers, to bus drivers and those working in supermarkets, far too many to mention.
As a church, we have just celebrated Pentecost, when we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit,
God’s faithful presence with us to comfort and sustain us. This particular Pentecost I find myself
reflecting in new ways on God’s promise that he is with us - a promise that brings me renewed
hope! Do join us for worship online on a Sunday morning via www.rskbenefice.org for our service
starting at 10 a.m. (log in from 9:50 a.m.) and say hello and stay for a Zoom cuppa afterwards! Or
for those who prefer a more informal service join in on the Benefice FaceBook page at 9:30 a.m.
on Sunday morning. Lots more information can be found on the website. Our buildings may be
closed but our churches continue to be alive and active in lots of ways! Please do not hesitate to
be in touch if there is any way we can be of help, or if you simply would like to talk ....
God Bless,
— Alison
Revd Alison Mathew, Associate Minister
UBRSK (United Benefice of Radley, Sunningwell & Kennington) 01865 327 974
If you would like to talk to a member of
the clergy or our pastoral team, please
call 01235 202860
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk

“It is the month of June,
the month of leaves and roses,
When pleasant sights salute the eyes
And pleasant scents the noses.”
So wrote Nathaniel Parker Willis (1806-67), and let us hope he is right! During the restrictions of
the past couple of months, the weather has seemed to be particularly important. Days of sunshine
have meant that authorised periods outside have been more pleasurable, and perhaps have
enabled us to value the delights of birdsong and natural beauty even more than usual.
In contrast, however, we will have been very aware of those for whom the restrictions have been
particularly onerous. Families with children in flats without outside space, and those unable to
leave their homes at all for reasons of health or advancing age, come to mind.
Being able to make the most of good weather has been just one indicator of the differences faced
by different people within our country during these times. For some, whilst the virus has made a
significant difference for the way life is lived, its impact so far has been inconvenient rather than
permanently life-changing. For others, fear and anxiety for the present and for the future over
health, employment and family-life, have markedly increased. And for some, of course, the
implications have, very sadly, been even worse.
When Jesus spoke about loving one’s neighbour, it surely involved seeking to relate to the
circumstances in which the neighbour lived. To try to understand another person’s situation is not
always easy and can be especially hard when our first priority inevitably has a focus upon our own
needs, and those of our family. My hope, however, would be that when life returns to some sort of
normality, we will retain an increased awareness of, and empathy for, the lives that are lived by
others.
This has been in evidence in our weekly applause for those in essential occupations, and wouldn’t
it be good to carry that awareness forward into the future? Therefore I hope that in the coming
years as we remember these days, we will continue to give thanks for the work and dedication of
so many for the good of others, as we also appreciate the differences faced by other people in the
living of their lives, and the challenges they face.
God bless,
— Stephen
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OCC Recycling Centres Now Open

Oxfordshire County Council re-opened its Household Waste Recycling Centres on 18th May, for
essential use. Essential use means waste that cannot be stored at home or would cause harm to
health if stored.
There are new site rules to ensure social distancing and the safety of residents and site staff. This
includes reducing opening hours to 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. to allow for cleaning, limiting the number and
size of vehicles coming in and contactless payments only.
Queues are likely, so if it can wait, please do. If it is waste that can be disposed of legally and
responsibly in another way, such as weekly kerbside collections or district council collection
services, please do that.
Full information about the changes to recycling centre rules can be found on their website
- www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastereopenquestions — Rachel Burns, Waste Strategy Manager, OCC

Oxford Clinical Commissioning Group
PRACTICE NURSES – YOUR COUNTY NEEDS YOU!
Oxfordshire’s Patient Care during Coronavirus programme is asking experienced practice nurses to
join the teams in our dedicated COVID-19 clinics across the county.
If you are not currently working in one of our Oxfordshire practices but are interested in helping
care for patients during the pandemic, please complete this quick availability survey and we will
contact you. Thank you and please share this link with your networks
https://surveyhero.com/c/e7684979
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From the Editor
Who would believe that we are already in June? The months seem to be
flying past.
Hopefully, Kennington residents are keeping well and safe and finding all
kinds of interesting activities to keep you occupied during the lockdown
period. I hope some of you will send photos and write a contribution for
The Chronicle especially if you have found something new and exciting to
do. I look forward to hearing from you.
One thing is certain. Most of the gardens I see on my daily walk are stunning.
Thank you, Kenningtonians, for all the effort you are making with your gardens
currently for yourselves and others to enjoy. Many plants seem to be flowering earlier than usual
so coupled with the increased birdsong, it really is a pleasure and privilege to walk around the
village every day.
On Friday 8th May, many residents celebrated VE Day with front garden/drive parties, clearly
enforcing the recommended physical distancing. There were some superb decorations, buntings
and flags with wartime songs being played as people sat and drank and ate cake and scones! It
certainly gave everyone a lift at this time and of course it was a poignant reminder of lives given
for the sake of others. How fitting at this time when we are seeing the same with so many of our
frontline key-workers who have sadly lost their lives. I hope you enjoy the photographs that have
been sent to the Chronicle.
I am humbled by the many stories I hear of residents giving so much time and effort to helping
each other and the more vulnerable members of our community. In one of the photographs, you
can see face masks that one resident has made – over 60 of them – for key-workers and others.
We are indeed a village where kindness and good neighbourliness abound!
The Chronicle Team wishes you all good health as we enter the warm summer months.
— Amena Sutton

Click here to see more pictures: https://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/2020-05-ve-day
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Covid-19 Wordsearch
Can you find twelve words which have been used very frequently in the last seven weeks as the
world battles Covid-19? Words may run horizontally or vertically and backwards or forwards.
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Kennington History Society
The Kennington History Society will not be meeting again until September at the earliest.
— Bob Johnston
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Hinksey Heights Nature Trail
...a letter from the Director
I am a Director of Hinksey Heights Partnership. We built the 18 Hole Golf Course, the Golf driving
Range, plus the 18 Hole Foot Golf & Rugby Golf Course back in 1996.
We also have the Hinksey Heights Nature Trail, which many local people enjoy for relaxing walks.
THE NATURE TRAIL
Thanks to a chance meeting on the Trail last Sunday with the Manager of North Hinksey PreSchool and Childcare Club with her family, I was delighted to hear that the May issue of ‘The
Sprout’ newsletter for North Hinksey & Botley had an article by Eloise Goodhand revealing how
she, along with another mother and her children had found 33 beautifully painted rocks. More are
‘growing’, for youngsters to search for.
When we were chatting I explained my serious concern at the damage caused mostly by a group of
cyclists using the Trail and its boardwalks, despite ‘No Cycling’ notices prominently displayed at
each entry point, which get torn down. I was wondering whether to close the facility, or to put up/
replace ever bigger ‘No Cycling‘ signs!
Following the new Government guidelines released Wednesday 13 th May, I have decided not to
close the Nature Trail. We are keen to encourage visitors onto the Nature Trail and to experience
our other sport-related activities, but we ask our visitors to protect our ‘amazing’ place by taking
their ‘Doggie bags’ and rubbish away with them.
To be very much more positive and welcoming, after expressing my concerns to the readers, I want
to ask local residents whether someone is prepared to set up a ‘Friends of Hinksey Heights Nature
Trail’ and to encourage and organize as many volunteers as possible who would be willing to help
me repair the damage done; otherwise I fear I might have to close for Health & Safety reasons. We
have tools and materials, but I can no longer do this on my own.
For more detail, please email me at john@thebrimbles.co.uk or call 07833 321596.
Fenland Regeneration Group
Every 2nd Sunday each month, between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. volunteers are working on the Hinksey
Heights Fen Restoration Area, it being an internationally important Priority Habitat to help
regenerate small wild wetland flowers. Some local volunteers might favour joining the Fenland
Regeneration Group – all at a Social Distance of course! CONTACT: sally.gillard17@gmail.com
07950 558609 or emayhew@freshwateerhabitats.org.uk 07894 036363.
The Golf Courses are open to all
Others may want to know that as of Wednesday 13 th May, the 18 Hole Golf Course, Foot Golf and
Rugby Golf courses opened for Members and Pay-and Players alike along with the Driving Range.
(For Coronavirus rules and Booking details: https://www.oxford-golf.co.uk/ )
Keep Social Distancing, fit and well in the open air!
— John Brimble.
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Writing Memoirs 2
How to write your story 2: Reviving Memories.
In 2007 I invented the mythical island of Oxtopia and sent my first castaway Christopher Brown,
the then Director of the Ashmolean to the island. When the fiftieth castaway joined him there my
editor, Tim Metcalfe, with the help of artist Weimin, combined the 50 interviews into a beautifully
illustrated book called Oxford Castaways.
Those fifty were joined by forty more life stories in Oxford Castaways 2, published in support of
Vale House. It was the first hospice for people with terminal mental illness like Alzheimer’s and
Kennington resident Gillian Cox was the first chairwoman and the energy behind the foundation of
Vale House. She is now chair of Kennington Memory Club. I was invited to speak at the Stratford
Literary Festival about the importance of life story writing and telling with an emphasis on its
relevance for people with Alzheimer’s. I took Gillian with me and the techniques to help revive
memories which we described are useful for all of us.
A piece of music plays and a resident of Vale House steps out of their chair and dances. Why? That
same piece of music may have been playing at his/her wedding reception or at their first meeting
with someone special. A family member may find it hard to get a few coherent sentences from
their loved one but then community singing starts and their mother/grandfather joins in and
knows all the words. Animals allowed into care homes bring the joy of touch. Then there are
photographs. Anything that rings a bell with one of our senses can be helpful for memoir writing.
I have often organised an Antiques Quiz for charity events in the village and elsewhere. I take
objects for people to handle. Button hooks can transport you to a time of female confinement. A
woman dressed in a whale bone corset could not bend down to undo the buttons of her boots and
so the hook was invented to help her. I follow that with a skirt lift which I say is the start of
Women’s Liberation. The invention of the bicycle gave women the freedom to move around. The
only problem was that their long skirts caught up in the back wheel of the bicycle. With one tug on
the pulley the skirt lift helped to prevent the tangle. After WW1 fashions changed as society had
changed giving more freedom of movement.
Remembering what we wore and the objects we used can take us back to a particular moment in
time.
Challenge number 2. Describe an event that was important to you. Describe the fashions, the
objects, the sounds and the touch associated with that event. Remember the lesson from last
month. Leave what you have written for a day or so and then add the new detail that will probably
have emerged like magic.
— Sylvia Vetta
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sybuck@hotmail.co.uk. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com
An 80-year-old friend asked Dr Elaine Sugden (a retired consultant oncologist) a
number of questions about the spread of COVID-19. She checked the latest
information from various sources. Here are the questions and answers which may be of interest:
1. How likely is it that a person without any symptoms could infect others? Very. A person who
has the virus is infectious 2-3 days before showing symptoms. They are at the peak of 'infectivity'
just after symptoms start and then gradually less so for up to 10 days or more which is usually a
few days after the end of symptoms.
2. How is the virus mainly spread from one person to another? I don't know which is more
important but spread is either directly (coughing/sneezing) or by touching contaminated surfaces which is where the hand-washing routine comes in.
3. What is the likely outcome for someone who is infected by the virus?
•

A child? The majority have either none or only very mild symptoms. As with adults there
is a significant risk for children with underlying health conditions to be very poorly. In a
recent study in the USA, 80% of children needing intensive care had underlying health
conditions.
A healthy adult? Good

•

A healthy older person? Less good but still reasonable. As we age our immune system is
less strong (the reason cancers increase with age).

The more usual 'underlying conditions' which increase vulnerability are: diseases which affect the
lungs, heart, kidneys, liver, nervous system, diabetes; serious obesity; pregnancy; those having
chemotherapy and some sorts of radiotherapy for cancer.
4. What proportion of people who are infected require treatment or intensive care in
hospital? We don't know for the UK because in general we don't know who has had the disease
(most of those in the community with symptoms were not tested). In China it was recorded that
about 1 in 5 over 80 years and 1 in 100 under 30s needed to be hospitalised.
5. What is the rate of success of such hospital treatments? Half of those in intensive care survive
but only one in three of those needing ventilation (this explains the medics clapping when
someone is able to leave intensive care)
Not all go into intensive care because they are known to be already very frail and medical
experience has shown that they will not survive the ordeal. For the same reason, and so that they
can die at home, it is also better for the frail not to go into hospital.
The care home situation has been serious. The hospitals were emptied of all who were ready for
discharge to make room for Covid patients. Some of the elderly returning to care homes were
infected (? known or unknown - they were not tested). The care homes did not know these
residents were infected and often they did not have enough personal protective equipment and so
the other residents, far from being shielded as was intended, were an opportunity for the virus to
spread unchecked.
Sadly of course this also exposed the staff to the virus and some of them and/or members of their
families have died as well as many care home residents.
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field
I hope you are safe and well. With the 75th Anniversary of VE Day having
been commemorated last month, take time to walk through the Memorial Field and think of those
who made the ultimate sacrifice.
Back in 1946, Kennington Village and Oxford Preservation Trust came together to raise the money
needed to purchase the field in equal measure as a memorial to the six men of Kennington who
were killed in the Second World War. Their names are recorded on plaques by three entrance
gates and on the information board: RAF Flight Officer Dennis Bint, Corporal Charles Bowley,
Second Lieutenant William Evers, RAF Leading Aircraftman William Gobey, Lieutenant Anthony
Kirk, and Driver Sidney Trinder.
Previously part of Radley College’s golf links, the Memorial Field was opened on 7th June 1946 and
has always been looked after so that the field is “… preserved as an open space in perpetuity”, a
place of peace and recreation. More recently, the field was designated as a Local Wildlife Site for
its unusually species-rich neutral grassland covered with old ant hills. Cattle graze between spring
and autumn every year to encourage more wildflowers. By managing the field traditionally, a small
part of the rural setting of this ancient village is preserved. For more information please visit our
website: www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/news/opt-remember-kennington-servicemen-ve-day
During the Covid-19 pandemic our green spaces around Oxford have remained open and have
been visited by many local residents. As a charity it is only with the support of our members and
volunteers we are able to ensure that these valuable green spaces including those at Kennington
are kept well maintained and accessible to all, so we do hope you will support us if you can. For
more information on our work visit www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk or you can contact me
directly.
— Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830
I hope everyone is well and managing to cope with the lockdown. We normally hold regular
Carers’ Groups so that the carers of our members can, if they wish, meet together regularly for
mutual support and friendship. Because those meetings have not been possible during the
lockdown, our Chairman, Gillian, is in the process of contacting our carers to find out which of
them might be interested in taking part in small, “virtual” carers’ groups using the internet (via
“Zoom”). If any of our members’ carers might like to take part, please phone her to discuss.
It is possible that some carers in the community, who had felt able to cope with caring for a family
member with dementia without the need for a specialist day centre, may after living under the
general lockdown, or even worse, self isolation, now wonder whether a day centre for one or two
days a week might not be useful in the future. If you want to discuss the Club, and possibly put
your name on the waiting list for when we can open again, please contact Gillian on 01865
735590.
Keep well.
— Margaret Newton
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Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale
We are still here to help.
We are no longer able to offer face to face appointments from our Advice Centres
but you will be able to talk to our advisers on the telephone.
Advice Line: 0300 330 9042
Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Coronavirus: Get help if you can't pay household bills
The arrival of coronavirus in the UK and the threat of infection has emptied streets, confined us in
our houses, closed shops and offices and filled hospitals with thousands of patients. So far so bad,
but the financial issues have widened the scale of the problem. Many of those fortunate enough
to remain healthy have suffered a loss of income so drastic that even the paying of essential
household bills has become questionable.
However, there are definite steps you can take to tackle these bills. Many banks and utility
companies, being keenly aware of people’s predicaments, have already reached out to their
customers with offers of help. So don’t ignore your bills but get in touch with the companies to
whom you owe money, or expect to owe money. They might be able to help by redistributing your
debts, letting you pay in smaller amounts over a longer time period, or on a deferred basis.
If you are repaying a mortgage, contact your provider. The government has mooted the idea of a
three-month mortgage payment holiday and you might be eligible for it. If you pay rent, contact
your landlord to discuss the situation. If you are at risk of being evicted, remember that since 26th
March 2020 the law on evictions has temporarily changed and, for many types of tenancy, eviction
notices have to last a minimum of three months.
You might be able to claim benefits, or enhanced benefits if you already receive them. The Citizens
Advice website has details: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
As for Council Tax, if your income has dropped or you are on benefits, you might qualify for
reductions. Contact your local district council, using the details on your latest bill.
Get in touch with your gas or electricity supplier, as well as your telephone and/or broadband
company. Their help line phone numbers should be on your latest bill. They can tell you whether a
special payment plan can be set up.
If you owe income tax, HMRC has a free help line you can ring: 0800 015 9559 (Mon-Fri 8 a.m to 4
p.m.)
For general advice please visit our website Citizensadvice.org.uk
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Use new fast-track reporting for suspicious emails - Citizens Advice
Scam emails, one of life's most tiresome phenomena, are becoming so smooth and sophisticated
that even computer experts can be deceived by them, and the rest of us are in constant danger of
being taken for a ride.
There is no need to feel isolated with the problem, though. If you are suspicious of an email or
simply unsure, you can use a new, dedicated reporting service which is very quick and convenient:
forward the email to report@phishing.gov.uk and the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) will
investigate it.
How does a scam email work? The usual methods are persuading you to divulge sensitive
information, like bank details, or urging you to click on certain links. If you click on those links, you
could be directed to an unsafe website which might download viruses on your computer or steal
your passwords or data.
It's crucial to bear in mind that a scam email is designed in such a way as to get you to act quickly
and without thinking, so NEVER give way to that pressure.
How do you spot a phishing email? This is very tricky, since many of them look just like the real
thing. Scammers are quite capable of producing professional quality graphic design with pleasant
pastel colours, for example. This makes the email look authoritative and trustworthy and
thoroughly up to date.
However, and fortunately for us, if you examine a scam email carefully it will reveal its true nature.
Remember these key points:
First, it is very unlikely to be a message you are expecting.
Second, the language of most scam emails has an uncompromising toughness that isn't
characteristic of the average business email. It might try to rush you into making a decision or
threaten you with legal action or financial losses, telling you that you have to act right away to
avoid them. The email might claim to be from a bank, a government department or the Inland
Revenue, perhaps saying that a warrant has been issued for your arrest.
The email could also be from a company that doesn’t normally contact you or from an
organisation that you normally deal with in a different way, e.g. TV Licensing or the district council
- which, it might strike you, have never emailed you before.
Beware too of topical scams: an email might offer you a cure for coronavirus or encourage you to
donate to a related cause.
Always check the sender’s email address because this is the only part of the message which can’t
be beautified. There will be something peculiar about it for sure. For instance, it might be
extremely long and complicated with lots of numbers and letters, or the country code might be
unfamiliar.
If you are in any doubt, don’t open the email and don’t click on any of its links, but forward it right
away to report@phishing.gov.uk. The NCSC says it acts on every message received, analysing it
and the dubious websites it links to. Government specialists can then block the criminal’s email
address and instruct hosting companies to remove the websites from the Internet.
For essential reading see https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/information/report-suspicious-emails or ring
Citizens Advice Adviceline on 0300 330 9042.
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Citizens Advice needs IT volunteers
Last year, our 160 volunteers in Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale helped 11,209 people
to resolve their problems. Effective IT is absolutely essential to our service. We need more
volunteers to help with IT support in Abingdon and Didcot (and remotely during lockdown).
What you will do:
•

You will help staff and volunteers to sort out their IT problems.

•

You will also help with system performance and manage upgrades, hardware, and software
installations.

What you will get out of it:
•

You will join a friendly team, develop your knowledge and skills and make a real difference
to people’s lives.

•

Ideally we are looking for volunteers to commit to eight hours per week over one or two
days. But we can be flexible.

If you are looking for a satisfying and stimulating volunteer role, please contact us at
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Life and The World Have Changed
During this Covid-19 lockdown in the UK, I am hearing that people are generally becoming more
aware of nature and wildlife.
Building on that, how many of you have seen life slow down, and maybe you are spending a bit
more time in your garden and local green spaces? I am sure you are now noticing more readily the
wildlife that is all around us, in all its forms. They are all parts of the food chain.
Life and the world at large have changed, and though we are waiting for things to get back to
‘normal’, things have changed forever, and we shall all have to start re-imagining ourselves in the
‘new normal’ ahead.
It has been said to me, when we get out of this lockdown, we shall soon forget our appreciation of
nature. Yes, if we choose that, in the long term we might. However, in the short and medium
terms, I really do not think we will readily forget.
Many of us will want to get outdoors and re-acquaint ourselves with friends and family, and these
shared experiences will not quickly be forgotten, nor the role nature has played in the lockdown.
So, over the coming days, if you haven’t already started to notice the nature around you a bit
more, take a moment and join many others who have. Together we can ensure that this awareness
will continue after lockdown. Making the nature in our gardens and communities part of daily life,
is the first step to caring for it.
Happy Gardening.
— Stuart Mabbutt
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Ogden Nash Poem – The Germ
Perhaps the American poet, Ogden Nash (1902-1971) could see into the future. He wrote:
A mighty creature is the germ,
Though smaller than a pachyderm.
His customary dwelling place
Is deep within the human race.
His childish pride he often pleases
By giving people strange diseases.
Do you my poppet, feel infirm?
You probably contain a germ!
— Peter Collins

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
With the Coronavirus removing our ability to meet, we are not sure when we will be gathering at
church. But we are having online Sunday School. Anyone who would like to participate can contact
John Hoffmire at jshoffmire@yahoo.com. Sunday School has been happening at 11:30 a.m. every
Sunday.
Once we start meeting again in person, our Sacrament Services
will be held at 10:30 a.m. in the church at the bottom of Red
Bridge on the left side of the road on the way into Oxford. We
also have regular meetings for young parents who get together
and have common time between themselves while their children
play.
In addition, the organization for women, the Relief Society, has regular educational and social
gatherings. Furthermore, several us play basketball together on Saturdays at Grandpont
Recreation Outdoor Basketball Court, a good court close to Kennington. It is near Folly Bridge and
the school nearby is Grandpont Nursery School. We play at 11 a.m.
Anyone is welcome to participate in any or all of the activities described above.
Our local church is heavily involved in the Oxford Council of Faiths with our representative serving
as secretary of the Council. This is in line with the Church's commitment to interfaith support from
its beginnings. Our eleventh Article of Faith states 'We claim the privilege of worshipping Almighty
God according to the dictates of our own conscience and allow all people the same privilege; let
them worship how, where, or what they may’.
— John Hoffmire
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Although we planned our new season from April 2020 with a host of talks and events, sadly all
have been cancelled.
Please note that the Chronicle will only be available online from May. The KHS newsletter will be
circulated in line with the Chronicle plus other KHS Website entries.
Tuesday 14th July 2020. Evening Garden Visit to the Manor House, Dorchester on- Thames. This
event is still on at the moment. Details are:
Tuesday
14th July

Evening garden visit to the Manor House, Manor Farm Road, Dorchester on
Thames. OX10 7HZ. Two acres in a beautiful setting.
Arrive by 6:30 p.m. Introductory talk of ten minutes max. Wine and nibbles.
Cost £10.00. When booking please advise if you can provide transport
Note: Bookings to the Treasurer on 730961. Payment on the night will apply. Max:
40 members. Physical distancing rules will apply.
Members can visit the Abbey next door from say 5:30 p.m. and join the group at
6:30 p.m.

Thursday 6th August - Hyde Hall Flower Show, Chelmsford. This has now been moved to Thursday
3rd September. Watch this space for details.
The Annual Show is still on target for Saturday 5th September in the Village Centre.
The coach outing to the National Arboretum is still scheduled to run. Watch this space.
— Brian Peedell

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
Since March, the Choir has not been meeting because of the lockdown and we are all missing our
friends at the weekly rehearsals. Despite this, members are filling the gap and keeping in touch by
emailing, ‘phone calls and sending cards or letters. We are hoping it won’t be too long before we
can meet again. We hope to have a concert in Wesley Memorial Methodist Church in New Inn Hall
Street, Oxford, on Sunday 11th October at 2:30 p.m. with probably ‘An Afternoon of Grand
Opera’. Perhaps you would like to put this date in your diaries?
Well done to a former choir member, Anita, who very kindly spent her lockdown by doing a 26.2hour piano playing marathon to raise money for the Thames Valley Air Ambulance. Her
performances ended on Sunday 26th April when the 26.2-mile London marathon was due to take
place. She actually completed a double marathon playing the piano for 52.4 hours and 448 pieces
of music. She has raised £630 so far. Further donations are welcome on
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/anitaoxford?utm_source.
The Choir would also like to congratulate and send our very best wishes to our founder and
conductor, Trevor Cowlett, who celebrated his 88th birthday recently.
— Christine Ravenscroft (Secretary)
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Adventure Cubs
Sink or Swim, Safety, Silvers & Superheroes
Despite the almost constant rain during the first part of the year, the Cubs took part in some great
activities over the winter term.
The Personal Safety Badge encouraged the Cubs to learn about water safety, road safety and online safety. The posters the Cubs designed had some very powerful safety messages. Our
discussion about the ways in which the Cubs need to keep themselves safe was interesting and
informative for both the Cubs and the Leaders.
Our ‘sink or swim’ evening was great fun - working out why eggs sink in plain water but float in
saltwater and observing dye being released from ice cubes in different types of water. True to form
with experiments we got differing results and a lot of water on the Cubs!
We challenged the Cubs to upcycle old clothes (see photos). With bags of clothes they no longer
wanted/needed the Cubs spent a great evening remaking them into amazing superhero costumes,
cushions for cats, toys for pets, new tops and great cloaks. The remaining items were taken to a
Salvation Army collection point.

We had planned a Night Hike at the beginning of March but unfortunately the soggy weather
meant the trail was too boggy, so we showed the Cubs how to make ballistas instead which they
did very successfully. We had a firing competition and some of the balls went the length of the hall
and beyond.
Our final activity was to make bird boxes with assistance from our two helpers for the evening,
Kevin and Owen. The Cubs screwed the sides of the boxes together and drilled the main hole for
the entrance. The boxes are on the trees in the HQ grounds, but we are not sure if they have
residents yet.
Three more of our Cubs earned their Chief Scout’s Silver Award - the highest award in Cub
Scouting. They all worked very hard and we are very proud of them.
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With the start of the lockdown in March we had to finish face-to-face scouting for the time being.
That has not stopped us organising activities and enabling our Cubs to continue to work towards
their badges. Several of the Cubs took part in the virtual Easter Camp either outdoors for a night
(see photo) or making an indoor den to sleep in.

The Cubs (and their Leaders) have also taken part in the ‘Hike to the Moon’ organised by Scouting
to raise funds for the Big Night In charities. The Cubs are taking on the Personal Challenge Badge
over the next few weeks and having a go at some of the fun activities we sent them, including an
opportunity to design a football shirt for Manchester United!
— Krys Daniels, Cub Scout Leader
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.
Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

33

34

35

Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com
School Years 5–8, Term Time, Wednesdays 7–8.30 p.m.
Our premises remain closed but we continue to offer fortnightly Virtual Youth Club. We’ve been
having a brilliant time with challenges, discussions, and competitions with prizes, which will be
awarded when we return properly. Our ‘well-being hotline’ remains available for young people in
the village too.
The Virtual Youth Club will remain in place for the foreseeable future. By the time you read this,
we will already have laid plans for our return to some direct contact with the young people. We of
course need to follow government advice as well as that from the National Youth Agency to ensure
we are doing all we can to keep the young people and adult team safe, but we are determined to
be back as soon as we can. Please do keep an eye on the website for more details.
Our hall remains off limits and all clubs and activities that take place sadly cannot do so at the
moment, although it is exciting to hear that regular users such as the band are making use of
modern technology and meeting virtually as well.
We continue to provide food boxes to those in the village who require them and are indebted to
everyone who is supporting us at this difficult time. As with all businesses and organisations, there
is only so much financial preparation you can do in readiness for a situation like the one we find
ourselves in, so to know that many of you are still supporting us via the 50:50 draw,
easyfundraising, and Amazon Smile methods is great. All details are on our website if you are
interested.
It’s good too that the Kennington Community Partnership online quiz every Friday night is
continuing to bring in much needed funds not only for us but for the other groups that make up
the partnership – Kennington Playgroup and St Swithun’s School. There’s a cash prize for you, so
why not sign up? It doesn’t take all evening but it’s a good bit of fun to end the week.

50:50 Draw Winners
Congratulations to our May 2020 winners. The winning balls were:
•

1st prize - Ball #60 (£37.10)

•

2nd prize - Ball #13 (£10.60)

•

3rd prize - Ball #10 (£5.30)

Thank you to everybody that supports us in this way. You have raised more than £1250 for the
youth club and we have given the same away in prizes.
Visit www.kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw to sign up.
— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939
We very much hope that by the time you read this we may have some clearer idea of
when the libraries will be allowed to re-open. In the meantime, of course, we hope that you are
keeping safe and well and that you have plenty of books to read!
For access to online services, do go to the libraries’
webpage:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
leisure-and-culture/libraries
and also to their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Oxfordshirelibraries/
which has new things added daily, including for our younger
readers, Story and Rhyme times.
A great deal more has been made available on
the History Centre webpages:
www.oxfordshirehistory.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/
OxfordshireHistoryCentre/posts/
2714120962155151

????
Would you like to find books and authors akin to
your favourite reads?
Why not try: www.fantasticfiction.co.uk

FOKL AGM
The AGM will be held electronically on Monday 15th June at 7pm. All members should receive
official notification together with associated documents by the end of May, either via email, or in
hard copy if we do not have an email address. Please take time to read through these and inform
the secretary should you wish to join the meeting and/or return any proxy votes no later than
1pm on Friday 12th June. Thank you in anticipation of your support.
THIS YEAR’S SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
Yes, it’s getting to that time of year again!
The 2020 theme is 'Silly Squad': a celebration of funny books, happiness and laughter, featuring
artwork from award-winning children's author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson. We don’t yet
have full details but it is hoped that it will launch by 1st June so DO keep an eye on the Reading
Agency’s webpages for further information: www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk and/or OCC
libraries website.
A few resources with free stories and activities which you and your children might enjoy:
 Puffin Storytime: 20 minutes of story time daily at 3.30pm on weekdays. This includes
readings and draw-alongs from their stellar list of authors and illustrators. You can view
#PuffinStorytime on YouTube, Instagram and Facebook channels
 The Puffin Podcast: (via Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Acast and YouTube Kids), where comedian,
children’s author and YouTube personality Humza Arshad hosts laugh-out-loud stories,
games and jokes guaranteed to give you the giggles! Available at:
www.puffin.co.uk/podcast
For latest information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
or follow us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:

chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
What strange and worrisome times! As I write, today would have been our
annual May Fair, which is always such a lovely occasion in our school
calendar, when we meet friends old and new and many members of the
school and the wider village community come together on the school field.
The Friends of St Swithun’s work really hard to stage a brilliant day: fun for
all, as well as raising much-needed funds for the school.
How our world has changed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the lockdown. The summer
term is always such a fun time, a time when the school really comes to life, with productions,
visits, sports days and many other events, all of which have been cancelled. Most of our children
have now been out of school for six term-time weeks, and have been learning remotely, with
teachers setting work online. Everyone had to get to grips very quickly with ‘Google Classroom’,
enabling teachers to post activities for their classes, which the children complete and upload.
Their teachers are then able to give individual and group feedback. Not as good as teaching and
learning in the classroom, but the best thing in the circumstances. Our teachers have, as ever,
been fantastic, as have the vast majority of the children. We have had very good engagement with
our online learning provision, so well done everyone!
This period is also a challenge for many parents, who have been fantastic, encouraging their
children and doing lots of interesting activities with them at home. Home learning is no easy
option, particularly when needing to fit it in with day to day family life, work commitments and
quite often caring for other family members. And that’s without thinking about the implications of
potential illness, and, sadly, the loss of loved ones to this terrible virus.
All that said, the school has not been closed over this period. We have been providing ‘Little
Swithun’s’ for the children of critical workers. On a rota basis, as well as providing learning online
for their classes, our teachers, along with support staff, have been in school with our Little
Swithun’s children. The children vary from day to day, too, depending on their parents’
employment commitments. They take part in a range of activities each day and have been outside
as much as possible. Appropriate physical distancing is definitely a challenge in a classroom! You
can see from the photos that one of the groups, working with Miss Rogers, produced some lovely
ephemeral art in the style of Andy Goldsworthy.
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By the time this edition of the Chronicle is published, things will probably have changed again. We
cannot stay in lockdown for ever, and are currently working on plans to begin a phased return to
school. This will happen in accordance with Government guidance, scientific advice and our own
preparations, so that getting back to school is as safe as it possibly can be for our children and our
staff.

From all of us at St Swithun’s Primary School, we wish all Chronicle readers well. Stay safe, and, of
course, alert.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Covid-19 – Playing fields and play areas
At the time of writing, the government advice is for all play areas and ‘high touch areas’ to remain
closed until further notice. This includes the adult gym area at Playfield Road and the BMX track at
Forest Side. Please do not use these facilities at the moment.
Residents are welcome to use the playing fields for exercise, but please remember to:
•

observe social distancing by keeping at least 2 metres / 6 feet away from other people

•

keep dogs on a lead to avoid unnecessary contact with other space users

•

wash your hands before leaving home and as soon as you return from being outside

Grants
At the May meeting, Kennington Parish Council awarded Clean Slate a grant of £50 towards their
work supporting victims of abuse in Oxfordshire. A grant of £250 was agreed for the Oxfordshire
Association for the Blind.

Bonfires
Please do not light garden fires (bonfires & pit fires) during the current Coronavirus pandemic. As
well as the danger of the fire spreading uncontrollably, there are people in the community living
with serious respiratory problems, which could be made much worse if the sufferer is exposed to
smoke from bonfires.
Instead, please compost your garden waste where possible, and stack or bag up rubbish for
disposal when the current emergency is over.

Virtual Meetings
The first virtual meeting of the parish council took place in May, and all meetings will be held
virtually until further notice. The agenda and joining instructions are added to the website, and
members of the public are welcome to attend, as always.

VE Day 75
Thank you to everyone who got involved with the commemorations for the 75th anniversary of VE
Day. It looked like lots of residents decorated their houses with bunting and had socially distanced
tea parties in their front gardens.
Thank you to everyone who is helping their family and neighbours with practical and emotional
support during the coronavirus pandemic.
If you are shielding or self-isolating and would like help or advice, please call me on 01865 421126
or email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.
— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council
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DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
June 2020
Meetings are being held virtually until further notice. Please visit the website kenningtonpc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are welcome.
Thursday 11th June
7.30pm
Kennington Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 2nd and 23rd June
7.30pm
Planning Committee meetings
Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt
of the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or
email the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are
aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call Tel: 01865 421126
clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Thames Valley Police Update
Online Child Sexual Abuse
In March 2020, reports of online child sexual abuse in the Thames Valley were 146% higher than
the number of reports received in March 2019. With the government restrictions in place, many
children are spending more time online to stay in touch with friends and loved ones as well as a
way to stay entertained. We are looking to encourage parents and carers to take action in
protecting their children from falling victim to online sexual abuse.
Accompanying this article is a link to resources from the Thames Valley Police online child sexual
abuse crime prevention campaign which is currently running. There are articles, images and videos
that will be particularly useful to parents and carers. Please follow this link to access these
materials: https://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/2020-05-child-safety
Feel free to get in touch if you have any questions.
Mel Reedman, C3195
Communications Officer | Corporate Communications
Telephone 01865 542 052 | Internal 300 6578
Thames Valley Police HQ, Oxford Road, Kidlington, OX5 2NX
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Kennington Community Partnership
St Swithun’s School 130th Anniversary
Plans are well underway for the launch of the 130th Anniversary on 15th September this year. By
that time we hope schools will be working to the "new" normal, and I am sure we are all very
thankful to the school and the teachers for their efforts during this difficult time. We hope the
Anniversary celebrations will give the children something positive to look forward to.
Kennington Virtual Quiz:
The Kennington Community Partnership (KCP) are running their own virtual quiz to raise funds for
the 130th Anniversary activities for children at St Swithun's School and Kennington Playgroup, and
also for the Youth Club. The KCP Quiz has been running for several weeks, and is proving popular,
but we would love to see more people joining us on Friday evenings at 8.30 p.m. Anyone can play you don't have to be a Kennington resident. So you and all your family members could register and
compete against each other! Or compete as a family and all chip in with answers. Each weekly quiz
is £3 to enter, with cash prizes offered. Play whenever you wish - weekly or occasionally. Our
poster gives all the details.
Register as a player at https://www.virtualquizevents.com/. You will be asked for your email,
password and bank details. This is a totally secure site and bank details are required to pay out the
cash prizes. The name of the Quiz is "KCP" if you search under Available Quiz Events.
130th Time Capsule
We would like to hear from any former pupils who were at the school during the Centenary
Celebrations in 1990. Are you aware of the Time Capsule that was buried at that time? Do you
remember the event? Do contact us at stsw130@gmail.com or 01865 326691. We are planning
to bury a new Time Capsule during the 130th Anniversary Year and invite more written stories
and/or poems from both children and adults, to be included in this Capsule.
School Photographs
An exhibition of photographs and memorabilia will be arranged during the Anniversary Year. What
photographs have YOU got in your loft? Can you name all the children? Do contact us and let us
know what you find. We are interested in photographs from all years.
...Finally - we are still in need of a "Facebook" and/or social media guru. Could you help the
KCP by setting up an on-line site?
If you would like to be involved in this village-wide event please do contact us.
Email: stsw130@gmail.com
Telephone: 01865 326691
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Answers to the Editor’s Wordsearch
CORONA, CLAPPING, DISTANCE, DOCTORS, HOME, HOSPITAL, ISOLATION, KEYWORKERS,
LOCKDOWN, NURSES, PANDEMIC, VIRUS

Links to websites that may be useful
Medical services:
• Botley Medical Centre
• NHS Oxford Key Information
Vale of White Horse District Counsel:
• Coronavirus Community Support
• How Services are affected by coronavirus
• Missed Bin Collections
Schools:
• St Swithun’s School Home Learning
• Matthew Arnold School
Information from local food stores:
• Sainsburys
• Waitrose
• Tesco
• Co-op
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising
£12
£70
⅛ page 100×70 mm
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End)
01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802
All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
We shall not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been
cancelled.
Please remember during this time to:

Stay Alert
Protect all our Key-workers
Save Lives
Copyright Ⓒ Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submitters
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