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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 a.m.
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 415105

CHURCH SERVICES
Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 a.m.
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 a.m.

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays Communion 10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com
OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Centre Bookings.......................peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.....................07843 743718
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

I had no idea when writing my last two contributions to this page that here, in July, we would still
be suffering from Coronavirus and how awful its effects would be. I am sure we all know families,
maybe our own, where there has been sickness and/or death. This dreadful virus has crept into
our world and turned all our lives upside-down. We have had to change the way we think, how we
act and react around others, how we shop, travel and work and countless other things. It is hard to
put into words how the tragic loss of life, loss of work, financial instability, our inability to visit our
families and friends, especially those who are sick and dying, has affected everyone. The world
seems so dark; and yet despite this there are shafts of sunshine breaking into the gloom. 

We have seen how self-sacrificing our NHS and emergency services have been and how hard they
have worked. We have had our bins collected regularly and been able to shop for food and for
many, a new interest in technology has kept lines of communication open. Groups of volunteers
have set up helplines in our villages and towns and offered help to the house-bound such as
shopping, dog-walking, collecting or delivering prescriptions, telephoning for a chat, and so on.
Food parcels are being delivered to the vulnerable. These are crucial and loving acts of kindness
and we must give thanks for them all, praying that all those involved will be filled with the energy
and compassion needed for the long haul. 

But how will all this shape our lives in the years to come? How will we cope if this goes on for
months, years perhaps, or re-surfaces in the future? We certainly hear that many people want this
crisis to end in a better world; a place where we have time and care for each other. Where we take
care of the weak and vulnerable. Where we have compassion and empathy with our neighbours.
Where we care more for the environment than taking our cars for a five-minute trip to the shops.
Where we realise that we are custodians of this world and have a duty to pass on a beautiful world
to our children and their children. 

This is the kind of world that God foresees for his children, for us, all of us, regardless of colour,
ethnicity or nationality. For rich and poor, for the weak and vulnerable, for the strong and healthy.
This is God’s kingdom here on earth. We have a chance to make life so much better for so many
people. Will we take it? Will we still care enough?

Can we, with God’s help, build a world where everyone is cherished, where there is universal
justice, fair government, where there is food and water for everyone, where nature can flourish.
The modern version of the prayer Jesus taught us to pray starts,

‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as
in heaven.’

Heavenly Father, creator of the world, we pray that Your kingdom may come and Your rule and
reign become a reality. Amen.

— Rev Glynis Beckett
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone: 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX

“Home”  has  become  something  of  a  key  word  during  these  months.  Being  at  home  has
increasingly been a feature of television advertisements and programmes, some of which have
been rather better than others! The best, for me as someone with very little artistic ability, would
include Grayson Perry’s Art Club which was filmed from the Perry home and studio. It was a joyful
affirmation of kindness.

As a result of our nomadic life, my wife Angela and I have lived in around 15 different houses in
different parts of the country. I am pleased to say that in each place, the house into which we
moved gradually became a home.

We know, however, that this is not so for everyone. For some, home is not the place of safety and
security that it should be, and these past months will have made home a more dangerous location
than it was before.

In  addition to that  place where we live,  for  people  who worship regularly,  the Synagogue  or
Temple  or  Mosque  or  Church  can  become  a  spiritual  home.  It  may  hold  memories  of  past
occasions and people, and worship offered there has a significance to it which had been absent
over the past months. 

The Old Testament contains a number of narratives about people being taken into exile. They were
removed not only from their homes, but also from their places of worship, and they lament this
loss. Sadly, this ancient picture continues in our world today as people are displaced for reasons of
economics or warfare. As we hear about them, we can empathise because even if we have not
shared their experiences, we know how important home is.

Very gradually, we now seem to be moving into a situation where home can be left for longer
periods of time, and our places of worship can begin to be carefully opened-up. I suspect that
these  developments  will  be  accompanied  by  all  sorts  of  feelings  which  might  not  have been
predicted three months ago. 

As we move forward in our experiences, perhaps with joy, perhaps with apprehension, I would
hope and pray for a world where all may feel safe wherever they call home.

With every blessing,

— Stephen Maunder
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Who Are We?

Several times recently, as I was wandering homewards, I passed a local house where shelves of
books had been neatly displayed near the front garden wall. Other things had been put out too
such as storage containers for shoes, small tables, a wicker chair or two, decorative items for a
garden, a few kitchen things like glass dishes, all labelled “free stuff”. I could not resist stopping to
look at the books; there were lots of hardbacks plus upwards of 60 or 70 paperbacks. Everything
was neatly placed, spines out and in excellent condition. No curling or browned pages, no page
corners turned over, no covers manky with age or dust. A good proportion were crime fiction by
Henning Mankell, Ian Rankin, Boris Akunin or Ruth Rendell but there were books on an amazing
variety of subjects plus some in French. A small box contained CDs and DVDs in English, French
and Italian.  I  spent ages browsing through the books and wondered what sort of  person was
hidden behind all these carefully kept possessions.

Another day, another box appeared, containing items of stationery: bulldog clips, rulers, a Rotring
Core fountain pen (a bit of a cult pen!), pencils, rubbers, jotters, notepads, file paper, etc. I saw
how the pencils had nice sharp points for clear handwriting and the erasers had clean white edges
so they wouldn’t leave black smudges behind. It was true that some of the notepads and writing
sheets were discoloured with age, but I thought it was lovely that someone should have wanted to
save and recycle the stationery rather than putting it in the bin and buying new, thereby adding to
our growing landfill and waste problems. As I investigated these writing materials, I was surprised
to find they were in quarto and foolscap sizing which we don’t use any more, and there were even
one or two pads in octavo. Wow, I thought, how amazing! Once again I found myself wondering
who was behind all these things, what sort of person was he or she, what was their personality
like, what career had they followed, what part had they played in their community? 

A few days ago I was leafing through a further selection of “goodies” that had been put out as free
stuff when the front door of the house opened and two people stepped out. I told them my name
and we fell into conversation. The lady, very upright and sprightly with laughing eyes and a big
smile, turned out to be the wife of the owner of the “free stuff” – and since birds of a feather flock
together, I hazarded a guess that her husband was also a gentle, smiling, kindly-natured man. She
spoke proudly of her husband’s long teaching career, of his interest in so many different areas of
learning,  of  his  regard  and respect  for  his  students  and his  pleasure  in  a  job well  done.  She
confided that  several  of  the carers who now have to come to the house were taught by her
husband and how they exclaim with delight and affection at seeing him again. 

I took away quite a few books from by that garden wall and I will treasure them as “he” clearly did.
From a few possessions and an unexpected friendly conversation I have pieced together a picture
of a respected, extremely interesting and very cultured man. 

I wonder what our possessions might reveal about us!

— Sophia

Editor’s Note: The person described in the article is hoping to add his own response and thoughts

in due course. Watch this space!

Kennington History Society

The Kennington History Society has no plans to meet for the foreseeable future.

- Bob Johnston
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Life Writing and How to begin - 3

I regarded the ‘Castaway’ series as auto-biography (see elsewhere in this Chronicle). I tried to get
the Castaways to talk. Once they got going on subjects that interested them, I  didn’t need to
interrupt. I added supplementary questions and sometimes needed to clarify my understanding.
For example, Colin Dexter, the author of the Morse series, had reached the point in his life where,
because of increasing deafness, he had to resign from teaching and took a post at the Oxford
Delegacy of  Local  Examinations  (UODLE).  He launched into  how he published.  At  that  point  I
apologised and interrupted him saying, 

‘Colin, have I understood you right? You wrote nearly all the Morse books while working full-time
at the Delegacy?' 

‘Yes’ he said. 

Surprised I asked, ‘But how? How did you do it?’

‘Well it was like this. I came home and had supper (cooked by his wife Dorothy), listened to the
Archers and went to the pub for a pint or two. But I had worked out that there are 365 days in the
year and if I wrote a page a day I had written a book.’ 

‘Brilliant advice for a would–be writer?’ 

I studied for the Diploma in Creative Writing at Oxford to give me confidence that I could write
fiction. There were students on the course who could write like a dream. Some like me went on to
be published but most haven’t. Colin had the answer. You have to write and write everyday if
possible.

You may be doing your life writing for yourself and your family but if you are serious about it, write
− just do it. We are fortunate to live two miles from the Bodleian Weston Library which mounts
wonderful exhibitions. Before typewriters and computers, authors wrote by hand. Some work in
their exhibitions was so crossed out and overwritten as to be almost illegible. 

Technology has made life easier. I get my ideas down on my computer screen and I don’t worry too
much if it is well written. A day or so later I read it out loud and sigh. I notice the repetitions and
the sentences which would work better in a different place and much more. That is when I set
about improving it. Some writers are geniuses and can get it right first time. I am not that. I write
and rewrite many times and that is most likely what you will need to do too. Best of luck...go for it.

— Sylvia Vetta
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Best Kept Garden Competition

Unfortunately,  the  parish  council  has  taken  the  decision  to  cancel  the  Best  Kept  Garden
competition this year due to the current Covid-19 pandemic. We hope this will take place again
next year.

War Memorial Flowers

Many  thanks  to  Rosey  Hollinrake  for  arranging  the  planting  of  the  flower  beds  at  the  war
memorial, and to all the residents who donated plants for this. 

Grants

Kennington Parish Council has awarded a grant of £25 to Marie Curie, towards their work with
terminally ill people and their families. A grant of £250 has been given to Helen & Douglas House,
who provide hospice care for children and young people in Oxfordshire.

Playing Fields and Play Areas

The play areas and adult gym are still closed, following government guidance, but residents are
welcome to use the playing fields at Forest Side and Playfield Road. Please remember to observe
social distancing and keep dogs on a lead to avoid unnecessary contact with other space users. 

There has been a significant increase in littering at the fields, so please remember to use the bins
or take your rubbish home with you. 

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council 

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS: July & August 2020

Meetings  are  being  held  virtually  until  further  notice.  Please  visit  the  website  kennington-
pc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are welcome.

Thursday 9 July at 7.30pm Kennington Parish Council meeting

There is no Parish Council meeting in August

Tuesday 14 July, & 4 & 25 August at 7:30 pm

Planning Committee meetings

Wednesday 15 July at 7:30pm

Playing Fields Committee meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt
of the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or
email the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are
aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the clerk: email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk 

or call on 01865 421126
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Nature Is Us And We are Nature

I am writing this at the start of June, amidst the loosening of the Covid-19 lockdown.

Like many others, I have been following the shielding advice, and not really been out for what
must be 11 weeks? Not really sure; I’m not counting any more.

Today is my first proper walk out, and I’ve headed for my ‘retreat spot’ - the highest part of my
favourite  field,  just  east  of  Oxford,  offering  views  across  Oxfordshire  to  where  Didcot  Power
Station should be,  and beyond.  I  am sitting in  Nature  writing this  and expressing  my honest
thoughts and feelings.

The long grass is swaying like rivers as the breeze crosses the hillside as the sun sets, and I can hear
huge numbers of birds singing in what is effectively dusk, from the dense hedgerows around me,
and from the woods nearby. Some are flying overhead.

There  are  plenty  of  Wood  Pigeons,  Blackcaps,  a  Tawny  Owl,  a  couple  of  Great  Spotted
Woodpeckers,  half  a  dozen Song Thrush,  a  Cuckoo,  a  Chaffinch,  Blue and Great  Tits,  a  Wren,
Robins aplenty, a handful of Blackbirds, a Crow, a Jay, Chiffchaffs. The well-established Magpie
roost is forming in the hedge to my right, and a convoy of Black Headed Gulls is passing overhead,
heading toward their roost at Farmoor Reservoir.

I have noticed that people seem now to be more appreciative of the nature around them after lock
in.  We have rediscovered a sense of  commonality  too;  we have changed forever!  The shared
experience we have all been through, offers a new starting point to make changes, and live the life
we want.

We can more easily challenge ourselves now to live better. We can challenge our leaders and
decision-  makers  to  modify  the  systems  we  live  by,  so  these  integral  processes  are  more
environmentally  sustainable.  Democracy  works  from  the  bottom  up.  We  have  the  power,
especially as we are now far more linked as a community, and not disparate individuals.

We  can  now  individually,  and  collectively,  push  on  with  new-found  nature  awareness  and
appreciate the nature around us in our communities. We can now push on with protecting it,
starting with the nature in our gardens, flowerpots and road verges, whilst it is worth reflecting on
the fact as well, that we are part of Nature, not separate to it.

The systems and habits we live by exist within the framework of nature, not outside of it. 

Nature is us and we are Nature.

Happy Gardening!

— Stuart Mabbutt
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Registered Charity no. 1179830

The Memory Club is unfortunately still closed, and we will put a notice on our website when we
are able to re-open. In the meantime, if you would like information about the club, please look on
our website:  www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk, and if you would like to discuss whether the
Memory Club might be useful to you or someone you care for, please phone Gillian on 01865
735590.

Do you know about the Emergency Carers Support Service, for people who provide unpaid care for
adults who depend on them because of illness, disability or frailty? They can offer professional
confidential support over the telephone, can support you when you have an urgent appointment
for yourself or an emergency situation, and they are able to offer information about services and
resources available to carers in Oxfordshire. To access this service, you need to register. You must
be an adult, but it does not matter whether or not you live with the person you care for. Call the
office on 01865 374430, and you will be able to complete your registration, and they will send you
a registration card to keep in your purse or wallet. 

— Margaret Newton

Oxford Castaways - Connections in the clues?

In these lock-down days, doing puzzles is one way of keeping the grey cells active. For ten years, I
had the privilege of sending amazing people from Town, Gown and County to my mythical island
of Oxtopia. I called them “Castaways”. Among them were two of the best crossword compilers in
the world, the late Colin Dexter and Don Manley.

Don Manley compiles under various names - Duck, Pasquale, Quixote, Bradman, Giovanni, and
Izetti. In the foreword to Don’s book, The Chambers Crossword Manual, his friend and rival, Colin
Dexter  described a train  journey they took together to record a television programme, called
Crosstalk.

‘At Oxford station, Don bought The Times, The Independent, Guardian and the Daily Telegraph.
Without  any  assistance from me he had completed them all  before  we reached Reading.  23
minutes!’

Don told me,

‘Colin and I are two of the most successful winners of the Azed competitions. The most successful
winner is Jeremy Morse of All Souls — it was Jeremy who gave his name to Colin’s detective.’

So  it  is  of  no  surprise  that  Inspector  Morse  like  Colin  himself  enjoyed  real  ale,  opera,  and
crossword puzzles! Colin and Don compiled puzzles for The Oxford Times. Don organised Colin's
unforgettable Memorial Service. 
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In these photos, various Castaways are portrayed.

A hero of mine, Sir Roger Bannister, and his wife Moyra, are next to their fellow Castaway, Colin
Dexter at an Oxford Castaways event. My friend, the artist Weimin He, made the fabulous cover
for the book and Kennington resident (and Castaway) Philip Hind took that photograph. You may
recognise  other  Castaways,  some sadly  no  longer  with us.  Can  you find,  amongst  others,  the
illustrator, Korky Paul, the poet, Jenny Lewis, Bill Heine, Lord Patten of Barnes, Air Commodore Bob
Martin, Marios Papadopoulos, Ray Foulk, Jim Bennett, Shami Chakrabarti, Nicola Blackwood, Sister
Frances Dominica, Professor James Leonard, Charles Swaisland?

If you are interested in hearing more about the Oxford Castaways series, follow this link to a video
made for  the Oxford Guild  of  Guides:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NvrzUnGE50.  After
this lockdown is over, we may wish to celebrate in the manner of the residents of Beechcroft Road
in the short video at the end!

— Sylvia Vetta
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1ST Kennington Guides

Firstly, we hope that you are all well and staying safe. 

Life at Guides is rather different at the moment as are so many
other  things.  After  the  Easter  holidays,  we  took  our  meetings
online with the leaders perhaps just half a step ahead embracing
new technology and ways of delivering our programme. 

Our  activities  have  included,  amongst  others,  Space  Bingo  to
complete the challenge badge from the Royal Astronomical Society,
baking  flour-less  cookies,  and joining the Girl-guiding Oxfordshire’s
May Camp. The camp challenge saw Guides, and
their families, making dens or shelters to sleep
in,  taking  part  in  an  online  campfire,  enjoying
S’mores  and  hot  chocolate,  and  cooking  their
own breakfast. We are currently focusing on the
Skills  for  My  Future  theme,  have  devised  an
online  voting  system  for  pizza  toppings  and
explored  communication skills.  We are  looking
forward to another “camp” in July.  The Guides

have completed several interest badges including Conscious Consumer, Confectioner, Whittling,
and Meditation. 

— Jo Lees

Guides is for all girls aged 10–14. If you’d like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

News from Botley and Kennington Medical Practice
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk

If you are 70 years old and over, vulnerable, or in the Government‘s “shielding” list, you may have
received  or  will  receive  a  telephone  call  to  check  on  your  welfare  from  one  of  our  Social
Prescribers. Frances, the OxFed social prescriber, and Sarah, from the PCN WhiteHorse-Botley have
been joined by a new member of staff, Hazel, supporting their great work of contacting patients
one  by  one. They  will  advise  you  about  volunteer  groups,  prescriptions  delivery,  life  during
Pandemic, and so on.

— Chris Sugden, csugden@ocrpl.org
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Oxfordshire Libraries July 2020 - Digital Update

Applying to join Oxfordshire Libraries online:

Go to  www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk and click ‘Join the Library’ and fill  in your details.  We will
email your account access details back to you within 1-2 working days

eBooks and eAudio:

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ebooks

Choose from a great  range of  fiction and non-fiction reading for  adults  and children.  We are
investing in more titles in response to the current situation. Download the Libby or Borrowbox
apps.

eMagazines and eNews:

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/enews

Pressreader and RBdigital magazines provide thousands of UK and international titles of leisure
reading or current affairs for you to read online or download. Time to garden, get creative or find
out what’s going on around the world through curated news content.

Digital learning and study resources:

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/

Leisure-and-culture/libraries/reference-online/general-reference  Britannica  Online,  dictionaries
and reference books provide high quality homework support and resources for personal study

eMusic:

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/reference-online/books-
and-music

Relax and enjoy the best of recordings streamed through Naxos Music Library. Over 60,000 albums
to choose from.

Follow us on social media: www.facebook.com/Oxfordshirelibraries

www.twitter.com/Oxonlibraries

Sign up to our eNewsletter: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/librariesnewsletter

Download the Oxfordshire Libraries app to your tablet or phone from your app store.

Lots  of  our  digital  services  have  their  own  apps,  too  such  as  Libby  for  Overdrive  eBooks,
Borrowbox, Pressreader, RBdigital Magazines and Naxos Music Library.

— Kasia Podlasiak, Library Business Development Officer
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sybuck@hotmail.co.uk. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Communication: The Key To Good Doctor-Patient Relationships

Over  the  past  three  months  the  communication  from  Botley  &  Kennington
Medical Centre to patients has been sparse, with nothing since the last week of
March.

We  know  that  good  communication  during  these  unprecedented  times  has  been  the  key  to
helping many get through. But an opportunity was lost when the practice decided to suspend any
communication with the Patient  Participation Group (PPG).  A paper  sent  out  by NHS England
suggested that, as PPGs were unable to meet in groups, practices could suspend engagement with
them; ‘could’ not ‘should’.

This  led  the  PPG  to  consider  other  ways  that  communication  is  failing  patients.  Telephone
consultations are increasing, there is limited ability to talk face to face with a GP and access to a
practitioner is being prevented at the first point of contact by some reception staff who obstruct
any further access.

Several surveys indicate that good communication by reception staff will enable patients to get to
the  right  practitioner.  Yet  surveys  undertaken at  the  practice  tell  us  that  sadly  this  is  poorly
understood and even more poorly acted upon for the benefit of the patient. The PPG has been
highlighting this for four years.

So what is going wrong and how can it be fixed?

Fit  and well  patients rarely contact the reception staff for  help, information or a consultation.
Repeat prescriptions are the exception. All the evidence tells us that patients who are unwell are
vulnerable,  find verbal  communication more difficult  and are  less  able  to set  out  a  coherent
argument to enable them to get to the right person. We hear from patients that they ‘were lucky’
because they got ‘the nice receptionist who listened’. Others all too often tell us a different story
about having to argue their case before they get what they need.

But should patients have to set out an argument? Is it right to have to ‘fight’ to get seen or
heard?

Many patients  have  hearing  impairment,  mental  health  issues,  disabilities  of  various  levels  of
severity,  possibly  congenital  or  through  illness.  They  find  it  intimidating  or  impossible  to
communicate effectively over the telephone.

How many are putting off talking to a doctor because they can’t face doing it on the phone? 

Body language is often a good indicator of a patient’s stress, anxiety or mental health issue. But
this is all lost with telephone consultations or by the reception staff who may misread the patients
as being vague or aggressive.

At this COVID-19 time we are told that mental health is at a premium. Poor engagement with the
front-line interface with patients at reception or on the ‘phone can only add stress to people who
are already anxious.

The solution

In order to ensure patients feel comfortable ‘phoning the practice for help - which is what we are
requesting in some form or other - reception staff need to be empathetic, need to speak slowly
and clearly and have time to listen and respond to what the individual is saying. 

Patients’ notes should indicate that the patient requires enhanced communication in whatever
form is best for that patient. Many patients have told the PPG that this is not how it is, that they
are not listened to and cannot get the correct help they are seeking.
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Communication done well can gain patients’ confidence. Listening with understanding helps get
them to the right person. It is not the reception staff’s role to decide what the patient needs but to
ensure they get correct access to care.

Many patients cannot communicate effectively via telephone consultation, but all too often this is
the only method of communication being offered. 

Many GPs pride themselves in knowing their patients; if so then reception need to be educated
also to know how to help them.

Only by education, empathy and listening with understanding can real communication between
patients and their practice be truly effective.

We seem to have a long way to go to achieve this.

— Patients Participation Group

Kennington Parish Council & the Patient Participation Group

Joint Statement

Kennington Parish  Council  and  the  Botley  and Kennington Health  Centre  Patient  Participation
Group (PPG) are asking for your help to ensure that services resume at Kennington Health Centre
as soon as possible. You may be aware that the health centre is currently being used as a CALM
Clinic for Covid-19 patients, so is closed to regular patients.

There are several concerns about how a prolonged closure of the Health Centre would impact
Kennington residents. There is also a worry that the centre may never reopen when it is no longer
required as a CALM clinic. Kennington is a thriving and active village, but many residents would
find it difficult to attend medical appointments at Botley Medical Centre. Many residents do not
have access to their own vehicle, and public transport would require two buses each way, which
does not seem acceptable if you are feeling unwell. Car journeys between Kennington and Botley
can take at least 30 minutes each way during rush hour, and are worse on Fridays and during
winter months. 

The Parish Council and PPG are asking for your support in ensuring that this vital service is not lost,
and that Kennington Health Centre re-opens as soon as it is possible to do so. 

The Patient Participation Group has been asking explicitly for information about the reopening of
Kennington Health Centre, but no response has been forthcoming from Botley Medical Centre,
leading to great concerns. The PPG and Parish Council have written to our MP, Layla Moran, for her
help, but we believe that more people raising their concerns will help ensure that this valuable
service  is  not  lost.  If  you  feel  able  to  do  so,  please  email  MP  Layla  Moran  at
layla.moran.mp@parliament.uk. 

Thank you for your help with this matter.
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Kennington Women’s Institute

Kennington Women’s Institute was 95 years old in June.

There  should  have been much discussion and preparation at  the Committee meeting for  this
significant event in our history. Certain members of the Committee would be making some lovely
desserts. Jobs would have been allocated such as, who has the tablecloths, will there be enough
elderflower wine and soft drinks, what about flowers and a cake?

Our speaker, Emma Hamer, would have given an interesting talk entitled Great British Food: Great
British Farmers, which would have been apt because of the delicious buffet laid out on a long
table. The afternoon itself would have been a very happy occasion with lots of talking, reminiscing
and laughter amongst our members. It would have been a lovely afternoon. 

However,  the  day  slipped  by  uncelebrated  because  of  Covid-19  and  the  lockdown,  social
distancing, self isolation and shielding that is in place because of the pandemic. Such a shame! 

But we will all stay positive and we will celebrate our 96th birthday in 2021 in style instead!

— Maureen Palma, President and Jean Holt, Secretary
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

I  hope  you  are  continuing  to  stay  safe  and  well  and  are  enjoying  our  green  spaces  around
Kennington. 

The improvement works to the Sustrans Cycle Path, which runs through Oxford Preservation Trust
land adjacent to the railway line, is now complete. The final finish has been applied and is fully
embedded along the  path.  Whilst  visiting the Flood Meadows,  I  have  seen the widened and
resurfaced stretch being frequently used by an array of cyclists, runners and dog walkers. The
vegetation surrounding the path has also grown back and insects and butterflies are already back
in situ. 

The two footbridges along the riverside permissive path between Sandford Lane and the Thames
Path are due to be replaced once our contractor can gain the supplies needed. These will improve
the accessibility and reinstate the path which has been extremely wet or flooded for most of the
winter months. 

OPT  land  around  Kennington  has  been  regularly  visited  during  lockdown  and  reports  of  the
beautiful wildflowers and increased wildlife have been great. However, the increased number of
users  has  also meant  an increase in  the litter dropped.  Thank you to everyone who is  busily
collecting litter as they enjoy the green spaces. I will be organising for collection of larger items as
soon as I can. Please do ensure that you are respecting our countryside whilst out and about.

During the Covid-19 pandemic our green spaces around Oxford have remained open and have
been visited by many. As a charity it is only with the support of our members and volunteers we
are able to ensure that these valuable green spaces including those at Kennington are kept well
maintained and accessible to all, so we do hope you will support us if you can. 

A new forward programme of online events has been published recently and exciting plans for our
land during Oxford Open Doors weekend are progressing so note the dates in your diary: 12th and
13th September 2020. For more information on our work visit www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk or
you can contact me directly.

—Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice needs volunteer advisers 

We can all face problems that are too stressful or complicated to sort out alone.

Last year our 160 volunteers advised over 11,000 people. We helped three quarters of them to
resolve their debt, benefits, employment and housing problems.

We now need more advisers to help us during and after the Covid-19 crisis.

Normally, our main offices are in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley and Thame. Ninety volunteers and staff
are now advising the public from home on our Advice Line service. 

What will you get out of it? You will join a friendly team, meet new people, develop your skills and
make a real difference to people’s lives. 

You’ll need to have good listening and interpersonal skills, a willingness to learn and be confident
with computers. Full training will be provided.

If you have eight hours a week to spare for the next two years or more and are looking for a
satisfying and stimulating volunteer role in your local community, please contact us at:

www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/

27

Volunteer, Virginia Parker

http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/


OXFORDSHIRE  SOUTH  AND  VALE  CITIZENS  ADVICE  –  NEW  TRUSTEES
NEEDED

Role: Trustees (Data Protection, GDPR, IT and Fund Raising)

Organisation: Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice 

Location: Head Office, Abbey House, Abingdon, OX14 3JD

We are looking for two new Trustees to join our Board and oversee data protection and GDPR, IT
strategy and fund raising. We are also keen to recruit Trustees who live in the Vale of the White
Horse district.

Trustees are asked to attend six Board meetings a year, held in the evening at various locations
(now remotely). Each Trustee oversees a particular aspect of the charity’s work. 

We are a local charity providing the Citizens Advice service in South Oxfordshire and Vale of the
White Horse.  Our 160 volunteer advisers and nine full-time employed staff advise 11,000 people
each year from four advice centres. Since March, our staff and volunteers have been operating our
AdviceLine service from home. 

People  seek  our  advice  on  benefits,  debt,  housing,  employment,  relationship  and  consumer
problems. Following advice, nearly three quarters of clients are able to resolve their problem and
we help most to find a way forward. 

We are members of national Citizens Advice, which sets the advice standard and supports and
audits us. Our funding comes from district, town and parish councils and local charities.

If  you  would  like  to  discuss  this  opportunity,  please  contact  Jon  Bright,  the  Director,  via
jon.bright@osavcab.org.uk

Please apply via www.citizensadvice.org.uk/oxfordshire-south-vale

For more general help see our website www.citizensadvice.org.uk, call Citizens Advice Adviceline
on 0300 3309 042 or come and see us in person. For locations of offices and opening hours visit
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

What does one write after three months of lockdown and with little sign of anything happening on
the musical front?  It seems as if concerts and theatres are going to be about the last things to get
back to normal and in the paper recently there was some doubt as to whether we would even see
any pantomimes this year.  Certainly, we have as yet heard nothing official and again, in The Times,
there was a letter asking when such advice was going to be given to the many thousands of choirs
in the UK.

Choral singing has been one of the glories of English musical life for over two hundred years.  
Oratorio was born here.  You only have to think of Handel and Mendelssohn to name but two, and
some of the great names of English choral societies such as the Huddersfield Choral Society and
those belonging to the BBC.  In fact almost every town here in England has its own choir, and
Oxford alone has choirs running into double figures.

And  now  all  of  this  has  been  silenced,  and  it  will  be  some  months  before  we  can  resume.  
Kennington is in the same situation.  We just have to bide our time.  Meantime, we keep in contact
with each other.  We share emails and ‘phone calls and we are determined to stay together.  It may
take a while, but we SHALL come back and we will have a really good sing when we do.  Life is
slowly easing and music will return.  The BBC has promised us some form of Proms, perhaps just
two final weeks with maybe an empty hall.  But live music and choirs will survive and celebrate. 
And Kennington will be there.  Watch this space! 

— Trevor Cowlett
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Please note that the KHS newsletter will be circulated in line with the Chronicle plus other KHS
Website entries.

Next event is on Tuesday 14th July 2020 - Evening Garden Visit to the Manor House, Dorchester
on- Thames. This event is still on at the moment. We are monitoring the situation. Details are:

14/07/2020
Tuesday

Evening garden visit  to  the Manor  House,  Manor  Farm Road,  Dorchester  on
Thames. OX10 7HZ.  Two acres in a beautiful setting.
Arrive by 6:30 p.m. Introductory talk of no more than ten minutes. Wine and
nibbles.  Cost  £10.00  to  include  car  parking.  Bookings  to  the  treasurer  on
730961. Payment on the night will apply. Maximum of 40 members. Members
can also visit the Abbey next door from say 5:30 p.m. and join the group at 6:30
p.m.

Please  note  Distancing  Rules  will  apply.  Also,  there  may  be  restrictions  on
passengers we can take who are not from the same household as the driver and
spouse/partner.  Much  will  depend  on  what  further  lock  down  easing  takes
place. We hope to have a final decision by 30th June. 

Thursday 3rd September -  Hyde Hall  Flower Show, Chelmsford. Regrettably the RHS Hyde Hall
have now cancelled this event.

The Kennington Annual show is still on target for Saturday 5th September in the Village Centre.

The coach outing to the National Arboretum is still scheduled to run. Watch this space.

Please  remember  that  on  presentation  of  your  membership  card,  a  discount  of  10%  can  be
obtained from Yarnton Nurseries and  Oxford Garden Centre on the Southern By-Pass  at South
Hinksey. Their stock is very low at the moment but some good news -  we have now secured a
similar discount from Cassington Nurseries, Yarnton Road, and Cassington. They have an excellent
display at present and is well worth a visit. Hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Saturday and 10 a.m
to 4 p.m. on Sunday. Don’t forget your membership card!

— Brian Peedell
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

As the lockdown regulations are gradually being eased, on the 1st June, we were
delighted to be able to welcome many of our children back into school. We are
lucky  that  our  site  and  buildings  are  such  that,  with  extensive  and  careful
planning and risk assessment, we were able to see children in our nursery, reception, Year 1 and
Year 6 classes all return to school. Everyone has been so positive, patient and good-humoured,
which has been wonderful. Each class has been divided into two ‘pods’ of up to 15, with each pod
in school on a rota basis for two days each week.

Although the children have, by and large, really engaged well with our online learning provision,
nothing  beats  having  them in  the  classroom.  They  have  all  come back  into  school  positively
bouncing with enthusiasm. The sights and sounds of the school have returned! Our teachers are
busy planning interesting learning activities to help get the children back into the rhythm and
routines of school, although these are rather different to those distant pre-Covid 19 days.

Having had time to evaluate and revise our risk assessment in the light of our experience, we have
planned for the wider re-opening of school to the remaining year groups (Years 2 to 5). With the
priority of reducing virus transmission as far as we possibly can, our experience so far established
that we could not safely have four additional year groups back in school at the same time. We are
now looking forward to welcoming children in Years 3 and 4 for two weeks, followed, in the last
two weeks of term, by children in Years 2 and 5.

As for September, at this stage we do not know what that will bring. Certainly, transition between
schools and year groups will be very different from usual. We have all had to get used to a much
more ‘virtual’ world, with face to face meetings being replaced by video conference meetings. I
hope very much that things will continue to improve nationally and that we might be able to move
incrementally towards a more ‘normal’ school.

In the meantime, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone in our school community
who is playing their part in keeping everyone as safe as possible: our staff, children, governors and
parents. I wish everyone a happy summer break and look forward to being able to resume our
usual reports from our classes in the Chronicle in the autumn.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Kennington Community Partnership

St Swithun’s 130th Anniversary

We now have our own Facebook Group  - find us at Kennington Community Partnership and
help us identify the photographs that we are now receiving. 

We are  meeting  regularly  via  "Zoom"  and  getting used  to  a  totally  different  way  of  working
together! Plans are progressing well, and funding is in place for the Launch Event at the school on
15th  September this  year.  However,  we  are  appealing  to  the  community  -  businesses,
organisations, parents and pupils past and present - for help in funding other planned events for
the children, to make this Anniversary Year one to be remembered (for all the right reasons ...)!
During July we will be contacting EVERY house in the Village. Please do look out for our Flyer and
do consider helping. Big or small, every donation will be appreciated. 

130th Time Capsule

A Time Capsule will be prepared by the children during the 130th Anniversary Year and this will be
buried - with full ceremony - during the academic year 2020/21. However, we are still trying to
locate the Time Capsule from the Centenary Celebrations in 1990! Are you aware of the Time
Capsule and a Spaceship coming down? Were you at school in 1990 and do you remember this
event?  Can  you  point  us  in  the  right  direction?  Do  contact  us  via  Facebook  or  email  at
stsw130@gmail.com

Exhibition

An  exhibition  of  photographs  and  memorabilia  will  be  arranged  during  the  Anniversary  Year,
probably  in  May  2021.  What  photographs  have  you  got  in  your  loft?  Can  you  name  all  the
children?  Do  post  your  photographs  on  our  Facebook  page  or  you can  email  them  to  us  at
stsw130@gmail.com

School History Publication

We are interested in all photographs from all years which we hope to include in a planned School
History publication, covering the 130th year period from 1890. We would love to include your
photographs and your memories. Did you attend Hill End Camp, take part in drama productions, or
play football for the school? 

Kennington Virtual Quiz: 

The Quiz has proved popular with village residents, and helped raise funds for the Kennington
Community Partnership. However, the Quiz has now finished for the Summer but we plan to re-
join in the Autumn. This is a very easy quiz to join on-line - from your smartphone or laptop - and
all proceeds help to raise funds for the 130th Anniversary activities for children at St Swithun's
School and Kennington Playgroup, and also for the Youth Club. 

If you would like to be involved in this village-wide event please do contact us. 

📧 stsw130@gmail.com  Kennington Community Partnership
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40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group

Oxfordshire Scouts Easter 2020 Camp at Home 

During the Easter  weekend I  joined over  1600 Beavers,  Cubs,  Scouts  and their  leaders at  the
Oxfordshire Easter Camp. Usually local Scout camps are held at Youlbury (a large outdoor space
with fun activities, camping areas and woodland on Boars Hill). However, this camp was held in our
homes and gardens because of the coronavirus outbreak. Scouts camped for one night in a tent or
shelter in their back gardens or in a den inside their house.

The camp started off with an opening ceremony, which I watched on YouTube, by the Oxfordshire
County Commissioner and UK Chief Commissioner. They welcomed everyone and talked about
what we would do on the camp. 

I  decided to camp on Easter Saturday,  and I  built  my
tent in a  sheltered area of  my back garden; it  was a
good  place  because  it  was  flat  and  allowed  easy  to
access the house. I lit a campfire from my flint and steel
in the chimenea. I used some dry grass and small scraps
of wood as kindling to make the spark grow to a flame.
The fire started off small, but I kept on feeding it bigger
and bigger sticks and logs. I toasted marshmallows in
the chimenea,  and they were ready  in  an amazing  5
seconds! 

In  the  evening  I  made  ‘Breakfast  Bonanza’:  a  meal
containing  sausages,  mushrooms,  tomatoes,  onions,
and potatoes, as well as some seasoning. I put it in a
slow cooker which cooked it until the morning, so it was
ready  for  breakfast.  In  most  of  the  remaining  time
during the camp I played swing ball.

The night in the tent was quite good and it did not get
that cold, but I woke up about 6 times! I ate a chocolate
biscuit at 4 a.m. 

I took photos for the camp which were later put on the Oxfordshire Scouts’ Facebook page. It was
fun camping in the garden, and I would like to do it again this year.

— Philip – Scout, 40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea Scouts

I would like to add how impressed I was by Philip’s article above - the layout, the detail and yet still
concise and good grammar too! This is the first time (in a long time) that we have an article from
one of our young people and hopefully it won’t be the last. 

Congratulations Philip! 

— Paul Allam, 40th Exec Committee Member
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Kennington Youth Club
kenningtonyouthclub.com
School Years 5–8, Term Time, Wednesdays 7–8.30 p.m.

Virtual Youth Club

Our premises remain closed but we continue to offer a Virtual Youth Club. In response to a request
from our members and their families, we have increase this to run weekly. We have been having a
great time with challenges, discussions, and competitions with prizes, which will be awarded when
we return properly. We have also had a couple of themed evenings, one around animals and as
requested by our members a ‘restaurant’ evening, including sharing cupcakes together. 

New Spaced Out Page 

We welcome a new volunteer to our team, Janine, who has
created a new page on our website ‘spaced out’ where you
can find out about what’s going on virtually at the youth club
at  this  time:  https://kenningtonyouthclub.com/distanced-
youth-work

On  our  ‘spaced out’  page,  we  also  have  details  of  FREE  competitions  with  great  prizes and
challenges we are running for all young people in the village, not just for our members. We have
some great prizes on offer so do check it out, or check on Kennington Connected where we will
post details of all upcoming challenges.

Wellbeing Hotline

At  this  time  we  are  pleased  to  offer  a
‘wellbeing  hotline’  which  is  available  for  all
young  people  in  the  village,  not  just  those
who  are  currently  members  of  the  club.  If
you’re a young person in the village or if you
have concerns about a young person please
do  get  in  touch  with  us  by  emailing
kycwellbeing@gmail.com.

Food Boxes

We continue to provide food boxes to those
in  the  village  who  require  them  and  are
indebted to everyone who is supporting us at this difficult time. 

Fundraising

As with all businesses and organisations, there is only so much financial preparation you can do in
readiness for a situation like the one we find ourselves in, so to know that many of you are still
supporting us via the 50:50 draw, Easyfundraising, and Amazon Smile methods is great. All details
are on our website if you are interested. Thanks also to everyone who supported our clothing
drive.

The Kennington Community Partnership online quiz has stopped for now but thanks to everyone
who took part and helped raise vital funds for ourselves, Kennington Playgroup and St Swithun’s
School.
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Scarecrow Competition

Well done and thanks to everyone who entered our scarecrow competition. Some great entries!
Our winners …

50:50 Draw Winners 

Congratulations to our June 2020 winners. The winning balls were: 

 1st prize - Ball #8 (£36.40) 

 2nd prize - Ball #31 (£10.40)

 3rd prize - Ball #50 (£5.20)

Thank you to everybody that supports us in this way. You have raised more than £1250 for the
youth  club  and  we  have  given  the  same  away  in  prizes.  Visit
www.kenningtonyouthclub.com/5050draw to sign up.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

We very much hope that by the time you read this a plan for Kennington library to re-
open will be in place. Please keep a lookout for information on our website and Facebook page: 

www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk and https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/

We will also post information on the village notice boards. In the meantime, we hope that you are
keeping safe and well and that you have plenty of books to read, even if all on-line! 

New library service: You are now able to access Ancestry at home via your library account FREE of
charge. Now is the time to start investigating your family tree!

A message from your librarian, Dominique:

With assistance, the library has been cleaned from top to bottom ready to reopen. Dominique
continues to work and is keen to hear what you are missing most with the library being closed.
Contact her by email at: dominique.henderson@oxfordshire.gov.uk
(Please remember to add a subject as anything blank will be routed to spam)

THE READING AGENCY AND LIBRARIES PRESENT

THE SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 2020: SILLY SQUAD

This year’s Summer Reading Challenge started on Friday 5 June 2020, but it lasts all summer so
you have plenty of time to join! It’s all about funny books, happiness and having a laugh. 

The Silly Squad is a team of animal friends who love to go on adventures and get stuck in to all
different kinds of funny books. This year, the Challenge features extra special characters designed
by the award-winning author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson, who you’ll know from amazing
reads like Amelia Fang and Evil Emperor Penguin!

Joining the challenge -  You can join the Silly  Squad on a new adventure by setting your own
personal reading challenge to complete this summer. The new online platform will help you keep
track of your books, reviews and the rewards you unlock along the way.
Sign  up  to  the  challenge  at www.sillysquad.org.uk.  You  can  read  books  from  home  or
eBooks/eAudio borrowed from the Oxfordshire Libraries e-lending platforms. 

As always, there will be loads of brilliant book suggestions to get you started, and tips on how you
can keep reading even while schools and libraries are closed. There will also be heaps of super silly
activities, quizzes, videos, games etc to
keep you entertained at home!

FOKL AGM
Thank  you to  all  members  who attended the on  line  AGM meeting on  Monday 15th June  or
provided a proxy form.  We are pleased to report that Pamela Allen and Jenny Forder were re-
elected as Trustees and David Miles was elected as a new Trustee.

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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From the Editor

Welcome to the July issue of  the Chronicle.  This  should be our third and final
‘online only’ edition as we expect to return to print in September. Thank you to our
deliverers who have overwhelmingly agreed to undertake safe delivery once more.
Clearly, should there be any change in the situation with Covid-19, we shall adhere to advice from
the Government and Public Health England and re-think if necessary. Let us hope that does not
happen!

Thank you to those readers who have commented favourably on the online editions and we are
pleased that our readership has continued to be strong. It is pleasing that some organisations have
continued to meet virtually and have sent us their reports.

Well the Summer is here and with it some lovely sunny, warm days. It will be a very different
summer for most of us with overseas vacations not possible and very different types of ‘stay-
cations’. Whatever your plans, we hope you will enjoy the Summer and the time spent with your
friends and families – within your own household or at a distance!

So many of this month’s articles have alluded to the changes in our lifestyles that the pandemic
has brought. It is our hope that we shall all emerge from this as stronger, closer and more caring
individuals, with greater respect for our natural environment. 

We shall be back in September and look forward to receiving articles from you – individuals and
societies.  Before  then,  with  thanks  to  a  former  colleague,  here  is  a  final  thought  from
J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings: 

“The world is indeed full of peril, and in it there are many dark places;
but still there is much that is fair, and though in all lands love is now mingled with grief,

it grows perhaps the greater.”

— Amena Sutton
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Kennington Environmental Action Group

#buildbackbetter

There  has  been  much  written  over  the  past  12  weeks  about  the  impact  of  the  Coronavirus
pandemic on the climate crisis. The drop in air pollution from the grounding of flights and the
decline in car usage, along with the emergence of nature in Spring, gave us hope that although this
was a crisis for humankind, it was also an opportunity for the planet.

Now, as the lockdown situation begins to change, many are asking the question: What elements of
lockdown living do we want to hold onto as we emerge into a post-lockdown world?

Politicians  have vowed to ‘Build  Back  Better’,  and environmental  campaigners have started to
imagine what this  might look like.  We cannot afford to waste this  opportunity  to change our
trajectory and stop the crash course the  world is set on: a  path towards at least 3°C of global
heating threatening millions, if not billions of people’s lives, homes, jobs and communities if we do
not enact drastic change. Perhaps satirist KAL put it best, showing Coronavirus fighting Earth, while
Climate Change waits outside the ring for its turn.

Of course, building back better is not just about our individual choices but about how government
and leaders choose to invest in the future, and here thinking environmentally is not just good
sense from a sustainable  perspective,  but  also from an  economic  one.  Research  from Oxford
looking at fiscal stimulus measures concluded that “green projects create more jobs, deliver higher
short-term returns per dollar spend and lead to increased long-term cost savings, by comparison
with traditional fiscal stimulus” (see  http://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2020-05-05-building-back-better-
net-zero-emissions-recovery-green-covid-19-recovery-packages).  That is rather economist speak,
but is essentially saying that we can stimulate the economy in a way that both helps us all recover
economically (including employment) and transitions to net zero, making it easier for us all to be
environmentally friendly in our life choices.

So – how do we ‘build back better’?

Oxford Council and Oxford Friends of the Earth have asked this very question recently, and here
are some of the answers they received:

 To continue to  encourage  a  love  of  nature  and  the  natural  world  in  our  families  and
communities

 To continue sharing resources locally and buying less stuff

 Buying local produce and using local companies for food and other supplies

 Cycling more, and ensuring that the streets are safe for cyclists of all ages

 Widening  pavements,  increasing  cycle  parking  in  the  city  centre  and  creating  more
segregated cycle lanes

 Increasing cycle parking at the Park and Rides (encouraging ‘park and cycle’)

 Expanding  and  implementing  ‘school  streets’  programmes  (to  transform  roads  outside
schools, so that only pedestrians and cyclists can use them at school start and finish times.)

 Continuing to investigate how to cut traffic levels  and maintain air  quality (Oxford city
centre air pollution levels only dropped under the legal limit during lockdown).

How  do  you  want  to  ‘build  back  better’?  What  can  Kennington  do  to  help  imbed  positive
environmental changes into the day to day habits and life of the village? 
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We’d love to hear your answers to these two questions.  If you would like to share your story of
how you’ve changed your habits during lockdown, then contact us with a sentence or two about
how it has been working for you. Also please do get in touch with your ideas and hopes as to how
to ‘build back better’? We’ll collate your ideas and feature some in our next Chronicle article (so
please reply before August by e-mailing helenjanebeale@yahoo.com). 

— Helen Wenham

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition

Articles for the September edition must reach the editor by 4:00pm on 15th August. Join us again in
September!
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802

All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
We shall not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been 

cancelled.
Please remember during this time to:

Stay Alert
Protect all our Key-workers

Save Lives

Copyright  Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submittersⒸ
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