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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church Sundays (except 3rd Sunday) in Church Hall 9:25 a.m.
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 415105

CHURCH SERVICES (These normal timings are currently suspended-see church newsletter)

Sundays except 3rd Sunday Parish Communion (first Sunday with Music Group) 9:30 a.m.
3rd Sunday Messy Church in Church 9:25 a.m.

Morning Prayer in Church Hall 9:30 a.m.
2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday only Evening Service 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays Communion 10:30 a.m.
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com
OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
Village Centre Bookings.......................peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.....................07843 743718
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

St Swithun’s church is now open again on Wednesday and Sundays for private prayer and for
worship on some Sundays

For those who can’t get out, services continue to be available online.

For full details please check on www.rskbenefice.org

I wonder how you have been coping with all the changes which we have experienced over the last
six months and continue to experience now. Of course, change happens all the time. We can’t
avoid it, try as we might, but the changes wrought by coronavirus have been exceptional. First the
change of  being locked down when our world shrunk overnight,  no school,  no workplace,  no
meeting family and friends. And now the second change as we come out of lockdown and trying to
fathom out how to live safely and happily together and help prevent the spread of the virus.

A friend of mine reminded me that the answer to the latter is quite simple. We have to keep trying
to “Love our neighbour as ourselves” as the bible and also other faiths tell us. What might that
look like?

I think that it involves a much under rated virtue – kindness. Kindness to others and also kindness
to ourselves.

In the lockdown I discovered kindness bursting out all over the place. Friends offered to shop for
food and medicine as my husband is in the shielding category. Strangers offered accommodation
to a daughter who had to leave her home abroad on one day’s notice. Each day I looked out of my
window and saw care workers come three times a day to tend to my bed bound neighbour. I heard
of children in Kennington who, remembering those isolated and alone, made them special cards,
letting them know they were thinking of them.

But faced with so much uncertainty and change the psychologists tell us to be easy on ourselves.
We need to be kind as the bible tells us not just to others but also to ourselves. For me, like many, I
have found this has involved letting go of some tasks and enjoying the wonders of the living world
all around me. Both in my own garden, and on my daily walk I have enjoyed watching the seasonal
cycle of growth – the brambles as they changed from dry thorny twigs to green bushes covered in
blossom. Now the same bushes are heavy with ripe blackberries ready for picking and making
delicious pies and jelly.

Working out how to live together safely but also fruitfully will take thought, patience, and time and
no doubt we will all make mistakes along the way. But I live in hope that if we keep trying to ‘love
our neighbour as ourselves” we will all be travelling together on the best possible route. A prayer
to help us as we travel:

God of grace you seek us out when we hide from you,
You call our name when we least expect to hear,

You believe in us when we live in doubt.
Lay hold of our hearts, our minds, our lives,

as we commit ourselves afresh to this healing ministry
of loving one another, accepting ourselves
and proclaiming your justice in the world.

Revd Pat Bhutta
A member of clergy team at St Swithun’s.
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone: 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX

Like many places, the Methodist Church in Kennington has had to decide whether or not the time
has come to re-open for worship. This has not been a straightforward task, but after careful risk
assessments and discussion, the decision has been taken to begin to meet for worship on Sunday
30th August at 10:30 a.m. This first service will be led by Reverend John Rowland.

The introductory section to each new Methodist hymn-book across the years has often begun with
the words,  “Methodism was born in  song…”,  as  a  reminder  of  the legacy  of  hymn-singing  at
Methodist meetings from their 18th Century origins, and the use of hymns as a way of teaching
about the Christian faith. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that one of the key aspects of worship within the Methodist Church
which has  been missed  during  the past  months,  has  been the joining-together  in  singing.  As
communal  singing  is  not  permitted when we re-open,  we will  have  to  wait  a  bit  longer  and
worship will be different. We will, however, be looking at ways in which music can remain a central
part of our services until we are once again allowed to sing aloud!

The preachers for the coming weeks are listed below, and all are welcome. 

With every blessing,

— Stephen Maunder

Worship at Kennington Methodist Church takes place on Sundays at 10.30 a.m. and the services
will be led as follows:

August 30th Revd John Rowland

September 6th Mr David Harper

September 13th Revd Stephen Maunder

September 20th Mr Simeon Mitchell

September 27th Mr Afzal Gill

Personal Notices

Josephine Leslie Clapton (née Parker) passed away peacefully at home in Edward

Road, Kennington, on Monday 15th June 2020 after a long battle with cancer. 

She  is  remembered  with  much  love  and  affection  by  her  husband,  children,

grandchildren and friends.

— John Clapton
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Kennington Youth Club

It’s been a really busy time for us. Regular readers of the Chronicle will know we haven’t stopped
despite lockdown. Our Virtual Youth Club was well received. However, we worked our socks off
and reached a point where we had all our necessary paperwork in place and were confident in our
abilities to meet face to face again, so as we headed into the summer holidays that’s exactly what
we did.

We started off with a few walk-arounds of the village where any young
people could meet up with us and have a chat. It was great meeting
up with you, as well as several parents who were keen to know more
about the services we provide. This then increased to running sessions
at Forest Side on a weekly, sometimes twice weekly basis. We have
played so many socially distanced games and it is surprising what can
be  achieved  when  you  set  your  mind  to  it.  We  enjoyed  some
photography, a nature hunt, and origami too. We have still had to go
through  the  usual  measures  of  masks,  hand  sanitising,  and
temperature checking, but to be able to interact together rather than
through a computer screen has made all the difference. 

With the excellent team we have in place we were quickly in a
position to  adapt  and meet  indoors  which meant  when the
weather became overcast mid-August, we had an alternative
option.  Our  first  session  was  cooking  and  we  made  soups,
learning  essential  life  skills,  and  we’ll  continue  with  skills
sessions  and/or  outdoors  sessions  with small  groups for  the
foreseeable future. If you are interested, let us know.

We had a really  positive AGM and thank you to those who
could  attend.  Your  support  was  really  appreciated.  We’re
grateful  for  Cath’s  hard  work  as  our  outgoing  Secretary and
pleased to welcome Maria Chaundy as our new Secretary.

Normally  we  would  have  been  sorting  out  membership
now.  However,  the  global  pandemic  has  changed  things.
We’re also in the middle of a big provision review anyway,
so  we’re  looking  at  what  we  offer  and  how we offer  it,
therefore, no details here I’m afraid, but keep an eye on the
website and our new Facebook page (@kenningtonyc)  as
things will be updated there. You can also link in with us on
Instagram (youthclubkennington).

With youth club returning to the hall, we reopened to private hirers at the start of August and it’s
great to be able to walk into the place and it have life again as it has felt pretty soulless. Exciting to
see some new groups showing interest in using our space.
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Our fundraising team have raised a substantial amount of funding keeping our future secure for a
while longer and there are events coming up too. As we move forward, the usual cry for adult
support comes your way. We currently don’t need people to be available regularly because we’re
not running at regular times but we do need more adults with a First Aid certificate in order that
we can actually open the doors so if you can help in that way, we’d love to hear from you.

50:50 Draw Winners 

All  draw winners are announced online at  www.kenningtonyouthclub.com as  we’re limited on
space this time. Thank you for your support. We’ve raised about £1500 through the draw.

The Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme

As part of the Environment Agency’s ongoing work for the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme, site 
investigations have begun at Kendall Copse. The work being conducted is a geo-technical and geo-
environmental investigation of Kendall Copse. We will be digging trial pits and drilling boreholes to
understand the ground conditions beneath the site in order to finalise our design for the flood 
alleviation scheme in this area. The work is due to be completed in mid-October.

When we construct the scheme, we intend to use a temporary carriageway diversion north-west 
of Kendall Copse to keep the road open during construction. We will also be collecting data for the 
design of this. Access to Kendall Copse will generally remain open, however some areas will be 
closed to the public while the work takes place. It may be necessary to close larger areas of the 
site at some points during the investigations.

This work will complement the replacement of the A423 Kennington Railway Bridge. For further 
details of the scheme, please see:

 www.gov.uk/government/publications/oxford-flood-scheme/oxford-flood-scheme 

— Information received from Jo Emberson Wines, Project Director.
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

I, amongst others, have been enjoying many walks along the riverside during the warm summer
months, spotting the varied and interesting wildlife and plants. The paths have been well used and
the  riverbank  has  provided  glorious  spots  for  picnics  along  with  a  cooling  swim in  the  river.
Unfortunately,  with the increased number of visitors,  we are also encountering an increase in
litter. Please do take any litter home with you, leaving the countryside as beautiful as when you
arrived. 

Our two replacement footbridges along the riverside permissive path between Sandford Lane and
the Thames Path have been installed improving the accessibility and reinstating the bridges which
were washed away in the winter floods. The top two fields in the Kennington Flood Meadows have
been cut for hay. This encourages the wildflower seeds to germinate and new fresh grass to grow
for the forthcoming year. OPT are looking to work on a project to improve our flood meadows
enriching the meadows with diverse wildflowers and encouraging even more wildlife. Read more
in our Director’s blog at https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/july-oxford-meadows 

Kennington Memorial Field has also been well used over the summer with the paths well-worn.
Wildlife and wildflowers have been in abundance with the long grass buzzing with grasshoppers
and crickets and butterflies majestically fluttering between leaves and flowers. A date for your
diary is our October conservation work party which will be held on 31st October at the memorial
field. More information to follow next month.

OPT is also involved in special projects, planning, membership and events. For more information
please visit our website www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk. As a charity all our crucial work, including
the  maintenance  of  our  green  spaces  within  Kennington  would  not  be  possible  without  our
members and donors. Becoming a member is easy – you can do so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or
by telephoning the office on 01865 242918. 

Best wishes,

—Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Kennington History Society

The Kennington History Society will almost certainly not meet until 2021.

— Bob Johnston
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sybuck@hotmail.co.uk. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

The Future of Kennington Health Centre
A report from the PPG and Botley medical Centre

At a meeting held on 9th June with Botley Medical Centre and Botley/Kennington PPG, Oxfordshire
Clinical  Commissioning  Group  and  Healthwatch  Oxfordshire,  it  was  clarified  that  Kennington
Health Centre may continue as a CALM clinic for the immediate future, depending on how the
level of the pandemic reduces. It is very likely as it is well placed and relatively isolated compared
to other possible  centres.  It  may mean while part  of  the centre  is  used for  Covid-19 testing,
another part could be open to other patients.

Nothing is decided yet. It was emphasised that Kennington Health Centre has never been closed
and there are no plans to close it.

The PPG urged consideration to be given to the issue of transport for patients having to travel to
Botley from Kennington especially on public transport and during busy times when the A34 can be
slow. The other concern must be the increase in the population both in Kennington and Botley
with the new housing developments in progress and more potential patients moving into both
Botley/Radley and surrounding areas and the impact on appointments.

Various  consultation methods  have been successfully  used for  many of  the patients  including
telephone,  Facetime/Skype and face to face,  although currently face to face consultations are
reduced due to the pandemic. The PPG pointed out that for many, telephone consultations were
not appropriate - those with impaired hearing or speech, those with mental health concerns and
others who are anxious and cannot communicate effectively over the ‘phone.

We  were  informed  that  other  practitioners  are  now  employed  at  the  practice  including  a
Paramedic and Social  Prescriber and this will  increase the practitioners available. Also, despite
being advised earlier by the practice that historically Kennington had a larger than average older
population, this is not the case. 

The PPG is keen to work with the practice to support them and communicate with them and the
patients to ensure changes and developments are reported and understood as they develop.

— Sylvia Buckingham, Chair, and Chris Sugden, Secretary of the PPG

11

mailto:botleyppg@gmail.com
mailto:sybuck@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:sybuck@hotmail.co.uk


Summary of Action points from the meeting of the Patients 
Participation Group of Botley and Kennington Medical Practice. Tuesday 
14th July at 6 p.m.

9th June meeting with Botley Medical Centre (BMC), Healthwatch and CCG

CCG (Clinical Commissioning Group) clarified that KHC will not be closing. The CCG is currently
looking for an alternative COVID Centre. 

Recent experiences with BMC

Throughout the last month quite a few patients have been distressed about not being seen or
unable to speak with reception. 

Action for PPG: A letter to be drafted to the CCG from the PPG to précis the complaints received.

BMC need to correct the on-line prescription system or make sure that patients know that any
alteration of pharmacies will only happen after the first order.

Action for BMC – To investigate the glitch within the Patient Access system causing this issue 

Further Action – To summarise the methods of obtaining medication in the next article for newsletters

Agreed - to publish PPG minutes in local newsletters and on BMC website

Communication PPG/BMC – email every two weeks from the BMC noted and agreed.

The complaints procedure is on the BMC website

PPG supporting BMC with new projects 

BMC wishes the PPG to give support to any new patient engagement events and projects that
would benefit its patients. The PPG thought that working groups could be a way forward with a
further meeting to set these up. The BMC suggested the following initiatives:

o Access to an allotment for those with mental problems.

o Help in accessing the internet and all other mediums of communicating between BMC and

patients.
o Training staff for better ‘front of house’

o Membership of the PPG to represent the local demographic better. 

Action for Sylvia - to convene a meeting of the PPG to set up working groups

Action for PPG - to volunteer for a working group 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 11 August 2020 6 p.m.

Follow this link to read the full summary of the minutes: https://bit.ly/2020-07-botley-ppg 
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News from Botley and Kennington Medical Practice
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk

Communication Methods – a message from the Practice Manager

Telephone numbers:  01865 248719 or 01865 730911

Email addresses:

• For prescriptions: occg.prescriptions.botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net

• For clinical images that need to be seen by the doctor: 

occg.images.botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net

• For general enquiries (no prescriptions, no images): botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net

For  non-urgent  consultations  (may  take  5  to  8  days  for  the  doctor  to  action):  See  link
for ‘consultations on line’ on the website.

In  addition,  doctors  may  communicate  by  telephone,  video call  or  text  messages  to  which  a
patient can reply.

The Practice may also communicate with patients by text message for general announcements.

— Esti Ballestero

Covid resources for adults with a learning disability or dementia

Free resources can be found online for any adults with a learning disability or dementia. There are
stories to help explain coronavirus, including having a test, in a easy to understand way. For more
information go to www.booksbeyondwords.co.uk/coping-with-coronavirus 

Volunteers sought for COVID-19 trial

People aged 50 and over are being sought to take part in a trial into treating COVID-19. Over 50s
with specific underlying health conditions and all over 65s with suspected COVID-19 can apply to
take part in the University of Oxford study at  www.principletrial.org. Participants are randomly
allocated to receive usual care or usual care and an existing medication. It is hoped the trial can
help people get better quickly and stop them needing to go to hospital. The study is funded by UK
Research and Innovation and the National Institute for Health Research. Contact the study team at
principle@phc.ox.ac.uk / 0800 138 0880.

I hope you can support us to find ways to help people affected by COVID-19. For further details,
see https://local.nihr.ac.uk/news/covid-19-drugs-trial-rolled-out-across-uk/24782.

— Joanne Carter

Primary Care Research Facilitator

NIHR Clinical Research Network Thames Valley and South Midlands

joanne.carter@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Progress towards the re-opening of Kennington Library!

The FOKL trustees, together with Dominique our library manager, have at the time of writing had
two meetings with the County Library Service. There is no doubt that everyone is pushing hard to
get our library re-opened but as in all large organisations, there are a number of hoops to be gone
through and those holding the hoops are stretched in many different ways as the County tries to
get all its facilities re-opened. Fear not! If you have been unable or unwilling to get to one of the
larger  branches  which  has  already  re-opened,  you  will  not  incur  any  fines  for  those  items
borrowed  long  ago  in  the  days  before  Covid-19!  Keep  an  eye  on  the  FOKL
website:www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk for any updated news about re-opening. 

GOOD NEWS: OUR AUTHOR TALKS ARE BACK, BUT ONLINE!

For  the  time  being  these  will  be
held  online  via  Google  Meet;
PLEASE  support  them  if  you  are
able to!

Our  first  is  on  Wednesday  2nd

September at 11a.m.

Rachel  Edwards,  author  and
Sunday Times Columnist  will  discuss her novel  Darling, which
charts  the  fast-evolving  relationship  between  a  black  British
woman, Darling, and her white stepdaughter, Lola. Rachel was
raised in the UK by her Jamaican mother and Nigerian father.
“Similar in spirit  to ‘We Need to Talk About Kevin’” – Sunday
Times.  Cited on  Woman’s  Hour  as  a  top  3  lockdown read by
Booker Prize winner, Bernadine Evaristo. 

Rachel will talk for about 20 minutes which will be followed by a Q and A session. 

To join this, our first venture into online events, please email:

chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk . 

You will then be sent a link. (Google Meet is very easy to use; no need to download anything!) We
really look forward to seeing you!!

Follow us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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Kennington Environmental Action Group

For those of us able to get out and about during lockdown and its gradual easing, in Kennington
many have been grateful that we can visit the lovely areas of green space on our doorstep. The
bluebells  in the woods heralded the late spring with colour and fragrance and the barn owls
hunting on the river meadows were an almost daily highlight in early to mid summer.

Perhaps we have been experiencing “nature connectedness”? This is our sense of relationship to
the natural world, our recognition that we are part of nature. People with nature on their doorstep
are more active, mentally resilient and have better all-round health. For example - the Wildlife
Trust’s “30 Days Wild” campaign, every April, challenges participants to do something simple in
nature every day for 30 days, such as going for a walk or making a daisy chain. The University of
Derby1,  found that  people’s  health  improved during and after  the campaign.  We are  not  just
enjoying and caring about nature, but it is caring for us too! 

These 5 steps2 (University of Derby) can help us gain positive benefits by connecting with nature:

1) Contact – spend time in nature, using all our senses

2) Emotion – feel alive through noticing the good things in nature

3) Beauty – be creative with nature, through art or words

4) Meaning – celebrate key moments in nature as the seasons change

5) Compassion – choose to do something positive for nature.

People experiencing nature connectedness are more likely to act to support our environment.
Globally we are facing a biodiversity as well as climate crisis. There are links between our poor
treatment  of  the  environment  and  Covid19.  Yet  encouragingly  the  link  between  nature
connectedness and positive environmental action is evident here in Kennington. The Wildlife of
Kennington Parish Facebook group3 is a great place to learn about what people are spotting. Birds,
butterflies, hedgehogs and toads feature regularly, and in April each year volunteers join the “Toad
Patrol” helping ensure migrating toads can cross the road through Bagley Wood safely4. 

We are starting to bring nature even closer to us, by wilding our road verges (see later article).
They are home to over half  of  our wildflower species5.  We can support  the Wildlife  Trusts in
working with councils to encourage this.
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Barn Owls hunting on the 
Meadow by the river (photo by 

Martin Hull)

Red Admiral butterfly explores 
the Buddleia (photo by Holly 

Wenham, aged 9)

Nature connectedness – feeling 
good exploring Dry Sandford Pit 

nature reserve



Let’s keep enjoying nature, noticing the change of seasons as we move from the late summer into
the beautiful  season of  autumn.  Look out for  some online resources and challenges over the
month of September on the Kennington Facebook pages.

— Jane Hull, on behalf of Kennington Environmental Action Group
1 https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30-days-wild-5-year-review
2 https://findingnatureblog.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/pathways-nature-connectedness-postcard-a5.pdf
3 https://www.facebook.com/groups/264139417660366
4 https://animalsonthemoveexhibition.wordpress.com/2019/12/08/tell-us-more-what-is-a-toad-patrol/
5 https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife/managing-land-wildlife/managing-road-verges-wildlife

40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group

Remote ‘Beavering’ and Hoping to Return to the 40th HQ

Beavers, along with all the other Scout sections, have not had a face-to-face meeting since the end
of March.  However,  quite  a  few of  the Beavers took part  in  the Home camp over the Easter
weekend and slept in their gardens, while others have been doing some badge work at home. We
even have one Beaver who hiked 11 miles in early July with his family to raise money for FOSS.
Their Just Giving page is still active if you can help! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/charlie-and-ben-10-mile-trek-for-foss

We are looking at how we might be able to start the Beaver meetings again in September in a safe
manner to protect children and volunteers alike. One thing that has become clear is that we will
have to divide the group in two. This puts pressure on us to have enough leaders to run the
sections; in order to reopen we would need several more volunteers. So if you are able to help out
in any way please do get in contact with the Scout group (Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com).

One thing that lockdown made clear to me was the need to get the children away from screens
and  doing  something  different.  The  Scouting  values  are  more  relevant  than  ever:  respect
everyone, take care of our world, work together, explore our beliefs, and act with integrity. To me
they form the backbone of what it is to be human and that is something that it is worth showing
and teaching our children about. 

While returning will put pressure on us to create a programme that can safely be enjoyed by our
youngest Scouts, adaptation and overcoming challenges is something we try to teach them so I
guess it is time to lead by example.

Thinking caps on and I hope to see some of you soon!

— Polar Bear, Beaver Scout Leader

40th Oxford Scouting Covid Statement:

At present we are planning to be able to restart face to face meetings, but as yet cannot confirm
when this will happen.

Any decision to restart (or not) will be based upon the latest Covid-19 Government Guidelines and
the risk assessments necessary to ensure the safety of our young people and our volunteers as
well as our ability and resources to cope with the changes to the ‘new normal’ way of scouting.
We hope you agree with this perspective and we appreciate your understanding and patience.

We all want to get back to ‘proper’ meetings but must do so in the safest possible way.
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The book to read after the Black Lives Matter protests

Thank you, Kennington!

Former  supporters  of  KOA,  Friends  of  Kennington
Library and members of Kennington United Choirs will
be  interested  in  Sylvia  Vetta’s  latest  novel,  Not  so
Black  and  White which  she  wrote  with  Nancy
Mudenyo Hunt. The Oxford Mail and Times describes
it as ‘The book to read after the Black Lives Matter
protests’. What you may not know is that this novel
was triggered in Kennington and although published
by and in support of the Nasio Trust it was enabled by
a Kennington business,  Oxfordebooks  whose  CEO is
Andy Severn.

The origins of Not So Black and White go back to 2014. Every year since 1969 the village through
KOA had  raised  money  for  an  overseas  project  selected  by  vote.  One  of  the  three  charities
suggested for 2014 was submitted by the Nasio Trust. Sylvia loved the project but was not sure
that it would secure enough votes to win because it took some understanding. The proposal was
to raise £20,000 to build - not a hospital ward or a pre-school as KOA had for other charities - but
to construct tanks in which to grow an alga called Spirulina. The packed hall understood our motto
was helping people to help themselves. The spirulina would not only provide a healthier diet for
the 440 orphans fed at Nasio’s educational day centres but would also produce quantities for sale
commercially to help the project sustain itself.

The  project  was  selected  and  Nancy  and  Sylvia  met  on  many  occasions  during  that  year  of
fundraising  events.  At  the  end  of  the  year  KOA  had  raised  £27,015.  In  the  novel’s
acknowledgements,  Nancy  and  Sylvia  thank  the  residents  of  Kennington  who  supported  the
fundraising and give particular thanks to Halcyon Leonard who was in the chair in 2014. Halcyon
says, ‘I felt a special bond being Kenyan born.’

The project was delivered quickly and efficiently creating local employment too. Sylvia realised
KOA was working with an inspirational woman and she asked Nancy to join a select group of
castaways  on  her  mythical  island of  Oxtopia.  For  ten  years  Oxford  Castaways  was  a  monthly
magazine feature published by The Oxford Times. In the interview Sylvia asked Nancy when and
where she was born. Her reply was surprising.

“As a girl I was not valued — and that is probably why my father failed to register my birth. Some
years later, my sister Betty decided that I needed a birth certificate and she registered me. She
conjured up the date of January 10, 1970, although nobody knew for certain when I was born. So I
have the choice of being either five years older or five years younger! I was given a boy’s name,
Ishmael, after my grandfather, but Betty felt that I should have a girl’s name and, on the birth
certificate, I am Nancy Ishmael Ndula.”

Two years  later  Nancy  confessed that  interview was  the  first  time she  had talked  about  her
childhood to anyone. Out of that realisation developed the concept of the two main characters in
Not so Black and White. 

Nancy and Sylvia also thank Dominique Henderson, Jenny Forder and FOKL Life President Korky
Paul for endorsing the novel and Marilyn Farr and Halcyon Leonard for helping to copy edit it. 
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Dominique says, ‘This book is a true page turner. As a librarian I recommend that Not so Black and
White should be on the reading list of everyone over the age of 14! It is a beautifully written eye
opener - a brilliant example of how real life should be written in fiction. What I love about it is that
it doesn’t down-play difficulties, but it shows that you don’t have to be shackled by your past. You
can hope to change your own life and change the world for the better.’

The Nasio Trust would like to use Not so Black and White to promote discussion in schools of the
issues  raised.  If  you  know a  secondary  school  who could  be interested please contact  Marie
Hooper, the UK Operations Director of The Nasio Trust. https://www.thenasiotrust.org/

The novel is on sale on Amazon. Printed copies are available from Nasio and from Sylvia @ £10. All
proceeds to the charity. For more details about the novel, visit:

https://www.thenasiotrust.org/shop/not-so-black-and-white-a-nasio-novel-by-nancy-hunt-sylvia-
vetta-for-e-reader/

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Is There Any Such Thing As Nature?

Sometimes, someone says something that resonates with us. Often at unexpected times. Well,
that’s what’s just happened, to me anyway! I was glad the conversation occurred mid-afternoon,
and not in the evening. It would have kept me awake. Mind you, I still need a couple of glasses of
strong whiskey to get my head around this, even in the afternoon.

On  my  radio  show  I  often  challenge  guests’  views  and  perceptions  by  exploring  if  things,
categories, and concepts really exist outside human consciousness. I also challenge assertions that
opinions are fact, when they most certainly are not in most cases.

I regularly challenge people on the concept of tidiness and untidiness in a garden. If one person
thinks an overgrown garden is untidy, and someone else thinks the self-same overgrown garden is
beautiful, then perhaps that indicates tidiness and untidiness do not exist beyond our own human
world views. Perhaps Nature is just getting on with it, and we’re just putting a label on it?

Ok, so what was I challenged with just now? Well, I was discussing the fact that we humans often
see ourselves separate from, superior to or in ownership of Nature. Maybe persecuted indigenous
cultures don’t, but we do in our culture - most certainly. I argue, we are Nature, not separate from
it.  Wildlife  gardening  practices  highlight  that.  We  are  part  of  the  ecosystem  out  there;  we
influence it and it influences us.

So, the person said just now, “What if there’s no such thing as Nature?” Maybe that again is a
human construct?

A huge philosophical question right there, and one I do not have a conclusion for, and may never
do either. What if Nature doesn’t exist? Is it then that life in all its forms is just getting on with it?

With  that  in  mind,  and understanding  all  life  matters,  it  makes  wildlife  gardening  even more
engaging.

Happy gardening.

— Stuart Mabbutt
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Kennington Women’s Institute

Hello to all our members in Kennington and the environs.

We hope you are managing to keep healthy and active in this difficult time. It is such a shame that
the WI and other organisations have been impacted in such a sweeping way. The virus leaves us
unable to spend time together, safely.

We must look to the future with hope that we will be able to return to some sort of normality in
the not too distant future.

Your Committee send their very best wishes to you all and hope that you stay safe and well until
we can meet again. We are repeating the report we gave in the July edition of the Chronicle for the
benefit of those who were unable to read it online:

Kennington Women’s Institute was 95 years old in June.

There  should  have been much discussion and preparation at  the Committee meeting for  this
significant event in our history. Certain members of the Committee would be making some lovely
desserts. Jobs would have been allocated such as, who has the tablecloths, will there be enough
elderflower wine and soft drinks, what about flowers and a cake?

Our speaker, Emma Hamer, would have given an interesting talk entitled Great British Food: Great
British Farmers, which would have been apt because of the delicious buffet laid out on a long
table. The afternoon itself would have been a very happy occasion with lots of talking, reminiscing
and laughter amongst our members. It would have been a lovely afternoon. 

However,  the  day  slipped  by  uncelebrated  because  of  Covid-19  and  the  lockdown,  social
distancing, self isolation and shielding that is in place because of the pandemic. Such a shame! 

But we will all stay positive and we will celebrate our 96th birthday in 2021 in style instead!

— Maureen Palma, President and Jean Holt, Secretary
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Annual Poppy Appeal

The Royal British Legion has decided that due to the current situation there will be no house to
house collections this year. There will be collection boxes in our village shops, and I urge everyone
to still purchase their poppies in the village. We have ordered the wreaths and are hopeful that we
will have a Remembrance Day Parade as usual. Keep an eye on the Chronicle for updates.

Thank you for your support.
— Alison Peedell.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

Usually at this time of year the beginning of September means that the choir is getting ready to
meet again after its  long summer break.  Dates  of  concerts are publicised and invitations are
extended to new singers.  After a long break we are in business again.

But not this year.  The coronavirus means that we cannot meet together.  To sing, we cannot keep
social distancing, and our packed audiences would not be allowed.  And so sadly I have to say that
nothing will be happening for the rest of the year. The London theatres are closed for musicals. 
Our cathedral choirs are silent, and the final two weeks of the BBC Proms are playing to an empty
Royal Albert Hall.

But we keep in touch with each other.  We share emails and we’ve had a lovely Zoom meeting at
the end of July and another planned for the start of September.  We shall keep together.  And we
look back with great pride on the music we have sung over the last forty-six years.   It is quite
amazing and stands comparison with any choir in the UK.  Added to that, we have raised well over
half a million pounds for charity without ever having sold a ticket!

And so we wait patiently.   Choirs and singing WILL return.  Choirs and singing MUST return.  Until
that day, we wait.

My best wishes to you all.
— Trevor Cowlett

Wild about Kennington

(A new name for “rewilding the verges in Kennington”)

Good news!

In case you hadn't heard on the grapevine, our excellent proposal for encouraging wildflowers and
biodiversity in the village was accepted by Kennington Parish Council to run for a year.

Alongside the verges project we shall be planning other ways of encouraging interest in wildlife in
the village. A full report will appear in October's Chronicle.

If you would like your name to be added to the mailing list for ways to become involved, please
contact Rowan at: wildaboutkennington@gmail.com

Looking forward to working with you,

— Gillian, Alison, Rosey, Marilyn, Halcyon and Rowan
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

After what has been for all  of  us a tumultuous few months, we are looking
forward to our next ‘new temporary normal’ as we (hopefully) welcome all the
children back to school.  There will  still  be a  range of  measures in  place,  to
minimise  the  risk  of  virus  transmission,  but  in  spite  of  the  very  complex
planning that this involves, it will be great to have our school community back to something that is
definitely inching towards pre-Covid-19 days.

As this edition of the Chronicle arrives through letterboxes around Kennington,  we are only a
couple of weeks away from the 130th anniversary of the school in the village. Thanks to the efforts
and enthusiasm of a small  group of people, we have various events planned to celebrate this
milestone, starting with a Victorian Day on the 15th September.

The school  was over-subscribed for  admissions to our Reception classes this  year and we are
about to welcome 60 children as they start their learning journey through primary school. Over
half of them have already been at school in our nursery class, so they are used to the routines and
the rhythms of the school year. We hope very much that schooling will not be interrupted this year
as we do not need another lockdown. Should this happen, though, we are better prepared, with
an even more comprehensive provision for remote teaching and learning.

Whilst we are looking forwards, some of last year’s pupils in Year 6 were reminiscing at the end of
last  term about  their  primary school  experience,  as  you can read below.  We wish them all  a
successful  and enjoyable  time at  their  respective secondary  schools.  They  were a  lovely  year
group, with lots of potential, and we look forward to hearing of their future achievements.

Thank you to everyone in the community who does such as sterling job in supporting our school.
We are looking forward with optimism and wish everyone a Happy New Academic Year!

—Helen Atkinson, Headteacher

Our primary school experience has been great.  We have had lots of fun at  St  Swithun’s from
Saplings all the way up to Year 6. We have had so many opportunities such as residential visits to
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Woodlands (Year 6) and Kilvrough (Year 4). We have been on lots of other great trips, like the time
we went to Legoland in Year 1 and Pizza Express in Year 3. 

Being at St Swithun’s School has also meant that we celebrated St Swithun’s Day by having water
day in Key Stage 1 - it was so much fun! 

The teachers have been amazing and they have always encouraged us to be the best that we can
be. They constantly find new, and fun ways for us to learn, like the time we had a Viking Day, and
the  day  we went  into  a  space  dome to  learn  about  space!  And  who can  forget  the  brilliant
productions we’ve done? Primary school has been amazing; we wouldn’t change a thing.

Secondary School  is  now approaching and we are  looking  forward to a  new chapter.  We are
looking forward to: making new friends, meeting new teachers, learning new things and especially
doing more Design & Technology. 

— By Megan Bunt and Harry Rawlings

St Swithun’s CE Primary School

Happy Birthday – St Swithun’s School – 130 Years

St Swithun’s School will celebrate its 130th Anniversary on 15th September 2020, having opened
on the present site in 1890. Activities are being planned throughout the academic school year of
2020/21.  We  welcome  your  support  and  hope  you  will  actively  participate  and  enjoy  the
community celebration.

The Launch: 

The  celebration  year  will  be  launched  on  15th  September  2020,  when  all
children  attending  St  Swithun’s  and  the  Playgroup  will  be  presented  with  a
Commemorative Badge, which we hope they will wear with pride, and keep for
many years to come. 

We will also have badges available with suggested minimum donation of £2 with
more  details  to  follow  in  due  course.  The  badges  are  British  made,  using
environment friendly materials where possible.

Victorian Day – St Swithun’s are planning a Victorian Day on the 15th September, and hope that
everyone will be dressed appropriately for a day at school in 1890! Thereafter the 15th of each
month is intended as day in history to look at the events over the last 130 years.
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Paint a Pebble - Attached are details of this summer holiday activity, to paint a stone with a date of
one of the years from 1890 to 2020. These stones will then form a ‘pebble trail’ through our new
garden.  We are  really  looking forward to having a complete 130-stone trail  compiled by both
current  children,  former  pupils,  teachers  and  governors  as  a  community  activity.  Please  see
advertisement explaining how to get involved as we would really welcome this in bringing the
community across the generations together.

Kennington Community Partnership

We now have our own Facebook Group  - find us at Kennington Community Partnership and
help us identify the photographs that we are now receiving. 

Village organisations have joined together and include the church, the parish, the library, and the
history society, as well as the Playgroup and St Swithun’s School itself. Local funding has been
pledged, and the Group has been able to apply for external funding to support events to be held
throughout the anniversary year. 

Like many other events planned this year, uncertainty continues and we have adapted our plans
accordingly  and made extremely  encouraging  progress.  We are  continuing  to work  towards  a
publication for 2021. The history of the school is well documented from 1890 to 1964, but little
has  been recorded since that  date.  It  is  hoped to rectify  this  situation:  to collect  and collate
material and photographs from the '60s through to the present day.

Garden Party 

It  is  hoped that we will  be able to hold a Garden Party in the school  grounds as part  of  the
celebration in summer 2021.

The school has uncovered a wealth of information and photographs - spanning the years from
1950s to the present day. Photographs and material from the school. An exhibition of photographs
and  memorabilia  will  be  arranged  during  the  Anniversary  Year,  probably  in  May  2021.  What
photographs have YOU got in your loft? Can you name all the children? Do post your photographs
on our Facebook page or you can email them to us at stsw130@gmail.com

Can you help?

Please let us know if you can help in any way or have any photos we might be able to use. Email
stsw130@gmail.com or telephone 07387-191-352. 

 - Please share our Facebook Page with other Facebook groups in the Oxford area in order to
help promote and collate the history
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PACT appeals for a loving family for Maurice

ADOPTION charity Parents And Children Together (PACT) is appealing for an adoptive family for
Maurice, a smiley, happy and playful four year old boy.

PACT  is  looking  for  a  permanent  and  loving  home  for  Maurice  through  its  Finding  Families
Together service, which it provides to local authorities for children who have been waiting a long
time to be adopted. Maurice is one of more than 4,000 children in England waiting to be adopted.
There are currently double the number of children waiting for adoption than there are approved
adopters.

During the Coronavirus pandemic, PACT has been moved to see so many people coming forward
to consider adoption. PACT is one of the country’s leading adoption agencies and last year placed
59 children with 45 families through its adoption services. Beyond supporting adopters through
the initial process, PACT adoptive families can access a holistic suite of support including the online
Adopter Hub. All of PACT’s services have been adapted and continued during lockdown.

PACT’s Adoption Service Director Lorna Hunt said: “We are particularly keen to find Maurice a
loving family who can give him the security and stability he deserves and needs to thrive.

Maurice is affectionate and loves cuddles with his foster carer. Maurice’s foster carer said that he
is “a very friendly little boy with boundless energy.” Maurice has been kept back a year at school
due to his delayed development, though he has been progressing since starting nursery.

PACT is looking for an adoptive family who will be comfortable with Maurice’s needs and able to
provide him the nurturing, patient and loving environment to help him thrive.

Maurice will receive a comprehensive assessment by the South London and Maudsley Hospital
Centre for Children which will help identify potential support needs. For more information about
Maurice, including a film about him, see www.pactcharity.org/maurice

PACT holds regular online information events with an adoption specialist senior social worker as
well as an adoptive parent. For more details please see www.pactcharity.org/info. These are free
to  attend,  but  people  are  asked  to  book  a  place  by  calling  0300  456  4800  or
emailing enquiries@pactcharity.org.

To find out more about adopting with PACT visit www.pactcharity.org or call 0300 456 4800.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Play Areas in Kennington

Following government guidance, the play areas in Kennington have re-opened. Please follow the
guidance on the signs, particularly ensuring you and your children clean your hands when entering
and leaving the play areas. Each play area has a maximum capacity to ensure that social distancing
can be maintained and we ask that only one adult accompanies each child. Thank you for your
help in keeping the play areas safe for everyone. 

Kennington Health Centre

Thank you to everyone who took the time to write to MP Layla Moran in relation to the future of
Kennington  Health  Centre.  I  am  pleased  to  write  that  she  has  received  confirmation  that
Kennington Health Centre will re-open as soon as possible, and we have asked for further details
on when this will be.

Playfield Road Pavilion

The Playfield Road pavilion project has been in progress for the past few years, and the parish
council  has  now  finalised  the  designs  and  submitted  the  planning  application  to  the  district
council. We hope to construct a brand new building, bringing much improved sports and social
facilities to the village. 

‘Wilding’ of Grass Verges

Thank you to the group of residents who submitted a proposal to the parish council to ‘wild’ some
of the verges in Kennington to promote biodiversity. The parish council has agreed to a twelve
month ‘pilot’ starting in January 2021, following a consultation with residents. Look out for more
information in the next edition of the Chronicle.

Smiley SID

The parish council has purchased a Speed Indicator Device, affectionately known as ‘Smiley Sid’,
which will be moved around the village to remind motorists to observe the 30mph speed limit.
The council has also purchased software to monitor the speed of the traffic in these areas. Many
thanks to Cllr. Johnston for the donation from his Councillor’s Priority Fund towards this.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council 

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS - September 2020

Meetings  are  being  held  virtually  until  further  notice.  Please  visit  the  website  kennington-
pc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are welcome.

Thursday 10 September at 7.30pm: Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesday 15 September at 7:30 pm: Planning Committee meeting

Wednesday 16 September at 7:30pm: Playing Fields Committee meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the clerk write or call:

Tel: 01865 421126 Email: clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk 
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A Very Cultured Man (2)

I locked my bike and made my way to the house door. Previously the front garden had been almost
empty, but now it was brimming over with large pots containing colourful shrubs and cheerful
flowers – a welcome sight!

I had come to meet and say hello to the “very cultured Man” featured in the article, “Who Are
We?” in the July edition of the Chronicle. He is now a very senior citizen, but with the occasional
help  from  his  wife  we  enjoyed  a  gentle  hour  or  so  together,  delving  into  his  life,  work  and
achievements.

His life has followed a pattern familiar to most of us: a variety of work in different parts of England,
a happy marriage, and children. But this is just to scratch the surface. After being in the Army and
working for the Civil Service for a number of years, he found himself drawn to a career in teaching
and completed a three-year  teacher  training course at  Cheltenham specialising in  history and
English. Apart from marriage, this was to be the most important sea-change in his life; teaching
became a passion for him, a strong motivating force as he sought to guide and inspire the young
people around him. His love of books led him to read and devour a huge variety of subjects, all of
which must have crept into his lessons and enriched the hopes and dreams of his students.

Away from the classroom, his other abiding interest was music – not surprising when I learnt that
his father had been a professional violinist! We talked at some length about his choice of listening
and he finally, after several moments of heart wrenching indecision, declared that, if I put him on
the proverbial desert island, the record he would save from the waves would just have to be a
work of Tchaikovsky … or… mmm… possibly Verdi? Could he – just this once - save both? You can
guess my answer!

There was a sudden unexpected pause in our conversation at this point and I felt slightly puzzled.
Had I said something wrong? So I waited a little. Suddenly his voice changed and there was a hint
of sadness and regret. I waited a little more, and then he came out with it. All his life he had
wanted to be a pianist, a jazz pianist, but the time had never been right, life had always been too
busy. This emotional need had never been satisfied, and clearly the remnants of that pain were
still with him buried deep inside.

Our conversation was drawing to a close, but I felt I had to ask about the beautiful tapestry framed
on the wall - yes, he said, just another of my many hobbies – and the hundreds of miniature die-
cast soldiers in regimental and battle dress displayed in a cabinet facing his chair. I learnt that he
had always been associated with and served with the military, the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars in
particular. It was through his connections with the regiment that he came to meet the 8th Earl of
Bathurst, peer, soldier and politician who became a considerable influence on my interviewee’s
character and development. 

It was with a certain sadness that I rose from my seat, shook hands with this “very cultured Man”
and his lovely wife, and took my leave. I had had the privilege of meeting an individual of (to use
his  words)  insatiable  curiosity  and  (my  words)  vivid  imagination  and  great  empathy.  A  local
treasure!

Oh! By the way, I haven’t got round to writing of his lifelong fascination with archaeology! Maybe
that will have to wait for the next Kennington Chronicle!

— Sophia
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Kennington Thames Rainbows

Would your daughter like to join Rainbows? We hope that meetings will start again
in the autumn at the Methodist Church Hall on Mondays. If you are interested please go to the
Girlguiding website, scroll  down and register your daughter on ‘Join us’.  Doing this activates a
process that ensures your query will be answered but you are also welcome to contact Liz on
01865 730053 for more information.

— Pauline Robinson and Liz Gaskell

Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice can help you through financial difficulties

If you are facing financial problems in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic, Citizens Advice can
help find a way forward.

Citizens Advice research has revealed that currently over 13 million people are unable to pay, or
expect to be unable to pay, at least one of their household bills. These bills are higher than usual in
any case because the population is spending more time at home during the lockdown. For 11
million of these people, a missed bill  could have drastic consequences: eviction, the bailiffs, or
disconnection.

It is vital that you do not give way to despair, feel isolated with your problems and consider that
you have to solve  them all  by  yourself.  For  instance,  Citizens Advice  can help maximise  your
income with a benefit check if your working hours have dropped or if you are made redundant.
We can help you decide on the best way to manage your debts in your individual situation. Get in
touch with us by telephone on Adviceline (0300 330 9042). There is also a lot of useful information
on our website https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk where you can also chat online.

Kennington Horticultural Society – Update on Events
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Regrettably due to the virus Covid-19, we, like other gardening clubs have had to cancel a number
of  trips  this  year.  The  casualty  list  includes  the outing to  Hyde  Hall,  rescheduled  for  the 3rd
September and the talk on 14th October. The coach outing to the National Arboretum on 18th
October is the latest cancellation.

The Committee regrets this bad news. Whilst coach operators are making strident efforts to ensure
a safe outing many members and indeed members of the public are put off travel as there are so
many uncertainties regarding Covid-19.

The evening garden visit to Dorchester on 14th July went ahead with 34 members attending. This
was extremely well received.

AGM (Provisional) Wednesday 18th November with guest speaker Andrew Mikolajski

It is too early to confirm if this event will go ahead. The situation continues to be monitored.

— Brian Peedell
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Campaign to Protect Rural England

Respect, Protect, Enjoy – The Countryside Code

You may be aware of reports of litter in the countryside and farm animals being chased by loose
dogs as more people enjoy our beautiful countryside; your residents and landowners may well
have been affected by these problems.  The NFU are highlighting the need to Respect, Protect,
Enjoy – use the Countryside Code.  You are encouraged to read the following articles, resources
and Countryside Code.

http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2823-care-for-the-countryside

https://twitter.com/DefraGovUK/status/1283334625306255362?s=20

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code

— Becky Crockett

Administrator, Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE), Oxfordshire

Healthwatch

Do you care for a friend or relative?

Do you look after a friend or a relative in their home or yours? If so, Healthwatch Oxfordshire
wants to hear from you!

As an independent champion for people who use health and social care, we want to know what it
is like to be an unpaid carer and about the help and support you receive or need.

Even if you only help someone for a few hours or you don’t see yourself as a ‘carer’, your views are
important.

If you are aged 18 or over and care for an adult relative, friend or neighbour who is elderly or has
an illness, disability, mental health problem or addiction please share your views by completing an
anonymous survey at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Unpaidcarers

If you’d prefer to talk this through over the ‘phone, or to ask for a paper copy of the survey to be
sent out to you, please call 01865 520520. 

To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
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From the Editor

This month we are delighted to be back in print! Thank you to our
distributors  and  deliverers  and  the  whole  production  team  for
ensuring  that  the Chronicles  are  with our  readers  well  in  time this
month.

What a strange time we continue to experience! It is a joy to see quite
a few articles this month referring to the outdoors and experiences of
the natural world during lockdown. Many people have discovered new
and delightful walks along the river or through the meadows, where

much  wildlife  has  been  observed  and  photographed.  I  hope  we  will  continue  to  enjoy  and
appreciate the outdoors and I look forward to more articles about your experiences of the natural
world.

Many congratulations to St Swithun’s School on its 130th anniversary. The school has served the
community of Kennington for all those years, allowing thousands of children to experience not
only a rich academic, social and cultural curriculum, but also outstanding pastoral care from teams
of dedicated and committed staff. Thank you, St Swithun’s, for the past 130 years and we wish the
entire  community  of  the  school,  many,  many  more  years  ahead  of  providing  an  outstanding
education to our young Kenningtonians!

The cover of this Chronicle is the same as that of the April Chronicle when the organisation of the
celebrations  was  well  underway.  The  beautiful  cover  was  designed by  graphic  designer,  Holly
Knowles especially for this anniversary. Throughout the year there will  be various events and I
hope we shall receive reports of these to bring you in the Chronicle.

As we continue to battle the coronavirus, we must forge ahead with a strong, positive attitude and
with hope in our hearts, remembering that we live in a beautiful world. I leave you with the words
of the Irish prize-winning poet Derek Mahon:

How should I not be glad to contemplate the clouds clearing beyond the dormer window and a
high tide reflected on the ceiling? There will be dying, there will be dying, but there is no need to

go into that. The poems flow from the hand unbidden and the hidden source is the watchful heart.
The sun rises in spite of everything and the far cities are beautiful and bright. I lie here in a riot of

sunlight watching the day break and the clouds flying. 

Everything is going to be all right

Derek Mahon (b.1941) - Everything Is Going to Be All Right

— Amena Sutton
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Feedback from Kennington Overseas Aid’s final Project

2018 was Kennington Overseas Aid’s 50th and final year in which we raised £26,678 for the charity,
Tools for Self-Reliance. We have recently received an update about the project in Ghana, where
like us they have had to adapt plans because of Covid-19. It is so good to know that Kennington’s
generosity is still helping.

In July 2019, the charity launched its ‘ending child marriage advocacy and vocational training’
project. Working with their partner organisation based in Ghana, NORSAAC, the project has been
working with communities in Northern Ghana to educate schoolchildren and their families about
the harm it causes when girls marry young.

Forty  young  people  in  the  rural  communities  have  been  trained  in  bee  keeping,  electrical
installation, welding, and fashion design skills. The opportunity to be equipped with skills and tools
can enable young people and their families to make the decision whether a girl is married young
or is able to stay with her family.

The project has been working with schools  and communities to start  conversations about the
damage child marriage has on young girls’ lives and those of their families, and to educate young
people about safe sex. Community outreach work not only supports young people to understand
their options, but also their families.

The project paused in April this year as Ghana went into lockdown. Schools have now reopened in
Ghana and the country maintains strict social distancing and compulsory mask wearing.
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Posters using imagery to reach everyone in the community  have been displayed amongst the
community to spread awareness on the damaging consequence of girls marrying young.

NORSAAC have continued to deliver their community outreach training whilst supporting rural
communities with the means for people to wash their hands.

This extraordinary project was generously funded by Kennington Overseas Aid.

— Halcyon Leonard

Oxford needs a better flood scheme

HOEG responds to “No flood funds for Oxfordshire”

Building  on  fourteen  months  of  careful  preparation,  Hinksey  and  Osney  Environment  Group
(HOEG)  met  the  Oxford  Flood  Alleviation  Scheme  (OFAS)  on  3rd  July  in  the  presence  of  a
professional  facilitator  to  discuss  cost-saving  alternatives  for  when  the  Environment  Agency
submits its revised planning proposals in July 2021.

They included a pumped solution which is much cheaper than that the EA have been designing to
date  and  politicians  should  be  pushing  for  this  solution  to  save  Oxford’s  residents  from  the
inevitable  floods  in  the  future.  The  current  proposal  involves  an  incorrectly  calculated
environmental  assessment  that  would  result  in  a  substantial  net  loss  of  biodiversity,  not  the
claimed gain; and also incorrectly calculated cost benefit, which would in reality be much less than
the £10 for every £1 spent claimed.

The HOEG alternative is based on the Scheme’s own hydrology and costings, aimed at reducing the
environmental impact on the natural flood plain. It also appears to save £50 million, around one
third of the OFAS construction cost, while keeping flood water away from residential Kennington,
avoiding earthmoving traffic at the South Hinksey A34 interchange, and avoiding fifteen months
traffic disruption for Redbridge waste reception centre.

The savings could be spent on the concerns raised by local MPs on hearing that Oxfordshire would
be getting no extra flood money this year. Projects might include permanent flood protection for
Osney Island, protection against sewage-flooding in South Hinksey and Weirs Lane Estate, and a
permanent flood pump at Vicarage Road, South Oxford.

The Hinksey and Osney Environment Group is keenly awaiting the facilitator’s draft transcript of
the  meeting.  Following  her  interview  on  BBC  South  Today  about  no  new  flood  funding  for
Oxfordshire,  Annelise  Dodds  MP,  the  Shadow Chancellor,  has  agreed to  meet  constituents  of
Oxford East who have concerns about this.

— Dr Rod Chalk, Brian Durham MSc, FSA, Dr Jonathan Madden, Canon Dr Chris Sugden for the
Hinksey and Osney Environment Group

Contact 07808297043, csugden@ocrpl.org.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802

All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
We shall not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been 

cancelled.
Please remember during this time to:

Stay Alert
Protect all our Key-workers

Save Lives

Thank you to Holly Knowles for designing the front cover image of this edition

Copyright  Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submittersⒸ
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