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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 415105

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.stswithunskennington.org) for up to date information

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999

POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101

NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111

County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209

Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353

Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060

Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911

Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com

OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422

OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111

OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802

Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126

Village Centre Bookings.......................peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.....................07843 743718

Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422

What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

We are pleased to be able to say that our church is now open for worship again.

We are observing 2m distancing, using hand sanitiser

 and only greeting each other with a wave.

The pattern of services is changing at the moment so please look at the notice board outside the
church or the website to find the details for the coming Sundays.

For anyone not able to come to church in person there is an online service available each Sunday
morning. The details for this can be found on the website.

Masks are very much part of our daily lives these days – love them or loathe
them.   We wear them now mainly to protect ourselves, our families and
those around us from Coronavirus, but people have worn masks for millennia
– bandits, masked balls, theatre, festivals, work and so on.   But sometimes
we wear  masks  that  you  cannot  visibly  see  and  for  a  variety  of  reasons.
Perhaps we are trying to be someone we are not, or to hide our hurt and pain

from others,  or to hide our true feelings about an issue because we are afraid of what other
people might think of us.   We wear our masks because we want people to like us and because we
are uncomfortable with the truths deep inside us.  

However, the Bible tells us that trying to hide anything from God is a waste of time – He sees and
knows all.   And He does not want us to wear masks to try to hide our true feelings from Him.   We
need to name and be honest about our feelings, our pain, our aloneness, our faults.   It is only by
peeling away the various masks we have built up during our lives and our dealings with others that
we can face God and receive healing and peace.

It is hard to try to break down all our self-protecting, but ultimately life-sucking, layers and to be
truly honest with ourselves.   Honest about who we really are, what we really feel.  

We cannot do this alone; we need help – honest friends and counsellors and God.    God does not
want us to live forever wearing masks so we can appear good to others.    He doesn’t want us to
run away from our past mistakes and hide who He created us to be.   He knows our faults and
foibles anyway.   And two thousand years ago, He did something about them.   He sent his Son
Jesus Christ, to die on the cross and take upon Himself all the punishment we deserved so that we
could be freed.

So, although we need to continue to wear our visible masks for the foreseeable future, we can
discard the invisible ones.   Let God help you to discover and be the amazing person He created
you to be.

Blessings

— Revd Glynis Beckett
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone: 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX

Since returning to Sunday worship a few weeks ago, we are, I think, beginning to get used to a
different way of doing things.  We have enjoyed being back together and are learning how to
manage without some traditional elements in worship.

From the perspective of the person leading worship, it can be a little disconcerting not to be able
to see people’s full expressions as face-masks hide hoped-for smiles, but in a way eye-contact has
become more important from preacher and congregation.

Amongst other things, the restrictions of the past months have affected how we communicate
with one another.    I have noticed how people seem to be quieter in shops, and when walking
outside, whilst we acknowledge the presence of others, it can feel a little forced.   And, of course,
wearing face coverings significantly impedes our non-verbal communication, not just in Church.

In the ministry of Jesus, few non-verbal responses are noted by the Gospel-writers.   His words are
recorded for us, and His actions described, but no account contains a report of a laugh or a smile.  
This does not mean, of course, that they weren’t present, but their absence from the written
record might  lead us to interpret  some of  His  words as  being solemn and literal,  rather than
perhaps having an intended humour to them.

This may lead to a rather dour picture emerging of Jesus, but we know that He actually enjoyed
celebrations, and simply being with people..…the very things which we find to be restricted at
present.

The  notion  of  a  celebratory,  happy,  engaging  Christ  may  not  have  sat  easily  within  some
congregations of former times.    In some traditions - including more austere Methodism! - face
coverings  in  worship  may  not  have  made  much  difference  as  smiles  were  probably  not  very
frequent anyway.

I think and hope we have moved on from those former days as we look forward to once again not
only being able to meet together with greater ease, but to continue to smile and laugh….and to
see those expressions around us.

God bless.

— Revd Stephen Maunder, Minister Kennington Methodist Church

Weekly worship continues at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday, and all are welcome. It is hoped that Holy
Communion will be celebrated during the service on October 25th when Revd Stephen Maunder
will be leading worship. At the time of writing other preachers for October have not been finalised.
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From the Editor

Well here we are in October and the year is truly flying past.
Sadly, we are still very far from the end of the pandemic,
but we are happy that we can share so much information
through the Chronicle even if many face-to-face meetings
are not yet happening regularly.  It is good to see so many
clubs and societies enjoying virtual meetings, and some are
just beginning to return to face-to-face.  We are fortunate
to  live  in  such  a  vibrant  village  where  so  many  people
volunteer  to  run  clubs,  teams  and  societies  for  the
enjoyment and support of others.

This month we are delighted to start sharing the Kennington
Athletic Football Club’s results and fixtures.  When you go

for your weekend walks why not stop and support the men’s and boys’ teams either at Playfield
Road or at Forest Side?  I know they would be very happy to see you.

‘Wild About Kennington’ is a new group which has formed in the village, dedicated to ensuring
that the natural world is able to flourish around us.  Again, we commend their work and are happy
to share their plans for the road verges with you.  The front cover of this Chronicle shows how we
can beautify our surroundings.  We must all do our part to encourage the wildlife around us to
thrive and to promote a clean and healthy living space free from pollution.  Thank you for what
you  already  do.  I  leave  you  with  some  inspirational  thoughts  from  two  very  inspirational
environmentalists.

“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What
you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” —
Jane Goodall (b. 1934)

“It seems to me that the natural world is the greatest source of excitement; the greatest source of
visual beauty; the greatest source of intellectual interest. It is the greatest source of so much in life
that makes life worth living.” — David Attenborough (b. 1926)

Thank you to deliverers

We would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to two of our volunteers who are “retiring” this month.  

Anne Stark delivered Chronicles for 14 years to residents of Kirk Close and St Swithun’s Road.
Anne says,

“Kennington is a special village for having the Chronicle and for the wonderful people who put it
together”

Sylvia  Lowe delivered  Chronicles  for  over  20  years  to  residents  of  Edward  Road.   Sylvia  was
involved in the production of the forerunner, St Swithun’s Church magazine, when she worked in
the print room at Templeton College.  Sylvia says she responded to an announcement in Church by
Roger Dennett requesting volunteers to help with the magazine and she became one of them in
January 1985!

Thank you, Anne and Sylvia, for your long and dedicated commitment to the Chronicle.
— Amena Sutton
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How well do you know the paths of Kennington?

Can you identify the two roads linked by each of these paths? (Answers on page 49)
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Annual Poppy Appeal

A reminder to all.  Please, please, buy your poppies from your local village shops to help our total
collection in the village. Thank you.

— Brian Peedell

For those who have limited mobility or don’t feel safe visiting local shops, donations can also be
made on the British Legion website at www.britishlegion.org.uk. The website includes an area to
make donations and also the ‘Poppy Shop’ where you can order enamel lapel-pin poppies etc.

Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

The  warm  summer  months  are  developing  into  a  glorious  autumn  with  a  beautiful  array  of
coloured leaves on our trees. Our footpaths around Kennington have continued to be well used
and even at the beginning of September the riverbank was being frequented by visitors having
picnics along with a cooling swim in the river. 

As part of Oxford Open Doors 2020, a selection of self-guided walks around our green spaces and
hidden  heritage  of  Oxford  have  been  published  on  our  website.  Do  have  a  look
(https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/walks-0)  and  take  part  in  one  of  the  walks.
There is even a specific one for our sites at Kennington! In addition, a programme of virtual talks,
exhibitions  and  tours  were  also  shared  on  our  website  over  the  weekend  of  12th  and  13th
September. If  you took part in any walk or any of our virtual content, please do complete our
feedback  form  (https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/oxford-open-doors-feedback-
form) with the chance to win a year’s FREE membership. 

A conservation work party is due to take place on 31st October at Kennington Memorial Field
although we will  be  keeping a close eye on the government guidance.  Please do look at  our
website (https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events) for more information about the
work party including any cancellations if necessary. 

As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not  be possible  without  our  members and donors.  During these unprecedented times,
funding and support is vital to ensure that Oxford’s heritage and setting is maintained for future
generations.  Becoming  a  member  is  easy  –  you can  do so  online  http://bit.ly/2joinopt or  by
telephoning the office on 01865 242918. 

Best wishes and keep safe and well.

— Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Kennington Youth Club

Since the last Chronicle, we have had just one indoor session due to the weather in August turning
a bit inclement. This gave us chance to introduce the young people to the new layout of the space.
Tape and spots on the floor certainly make a place look pretty! 

For this session we did some soup cooking which was great fun and despite the few who attended
only having a dozen vegetables between them, with some clever thinking and a few cupboard
staples they were able to create three different flavoured (and coloured) soups – enough for us all
to have a bowlful. They learnt about hygiene, prepping techniques, cooked the soups, and tasted
them. It was lovely to be able to do some life skills work whilst also enjoying a shared lunch.

We then took a two week break as we’ve been on the go since the start of the year without
stopping. This is completely abnormal for us but essential for our team to be able to recharge in
order to best support the young people when they return. We have now come back and are ready
for action once more.

Previous members were emailed and we had a good response that they wanted to return. We
appreciate for some there is still some wariness about how many bubbles to join/cross, especially
having returned to school, so some have decided that returning at the current time is not for
them. Note, we may have a few spaces available in the coming weeks.  We have a detailed plan
that we have been working towards since lockdown was announced back in March (with obvious
reviews along the way), so that we are not rushing things.

We are pleased though that we’ve been able to set up two bubbles and return to the hall. At the
time of  writing,  we won’t  have actually been in the hall,  but with yet more risk  assessments
written and planning in place, we’re ready to go. Our groups will remain small and the focus is on
returning to some of the fun activities we usually offer (darts, table football, air hockey, etc), with
some life skills sessions thrown in.  

More  hall  hirers  have  popped  up,  a  couple  of  enquiries  from  potential  volunteers,  and  the
fundraising team are continuing with their plans for the Christmas Fair. In so far as is normal,
things are being kept quite ‘normal’ and actually progressing in a really positive way for us.

50:50 Draw Winners 

Draw winners are announced online at www.kenningtonyouthclub.com again this time. Thank you
for  your  support.  We’ve  raised  more  than  £1600  through  the  draw.  If  you  are  interested  in
supporting us in this way, it really makes a big difference, so please check the website. You can also
shop with us and raise funds for the club. It won’t cost you anymore.

— Roy Peach
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Kennington Athletic Football Club

Results and Fixtures – September/October 2020

Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)

Date Team Opposition Score Kennington Goals
Sat 05.09.20 Men’s 1st Hanborough Won 2-0 Rob Andrews, Frankie

Merola

Men’s Res Bicester Hallions Res Won 7-1 Charlie  Clarkson  2,
Matty Crossan 2, Nick
Giles,  Simon  Joyce,
Dec Clerkin

Sat 12.09.20 Men’s Res Marston Saints Res Won 4-0 Matty  Crossan  3,
Oscar Griffiths

Sun 13.09.20 U12 Goring Robins Reds Won 7-3

U13 Yellows Mansfield Rd Juniors Lost 2-3

U13 Athletic Summertown Stars Lost 1-11

U15 Thatcham Town Won 2-1

Men’s Fixtures: (Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2:30 p.m.)

Date Team Opposition Home/Away
19.09.20 1st Mansfield Road H

Reserves Mansfield Road Res A

26.09.20 1st Chesterton A

Reserves Yarnton H

03.10.20 1st Bure Park A (Cup)

Reserves Hanborough A (Cup)

10.10.20 1st Cropredy A

Reserves Summertown Stars H

17.10.20 1st Yarnton H

Reserves Chinnor Reserves A

Youth fixtures follow on the next page
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Youth Fixtures:

Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15 and at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and
U12. All home games start at 10:30 a.m. except for the U13 Yellows who start at 10:00 a.m.

Date Team Opposition Home/Away
Sat 19.09.20 U7 Abingdon Youth Greens H

U8 Wantage Town H

U9 Kingston Colts H

U10 Yellows Cholsey Bluebirds A

U10 Athletic Launton H

Sun 20.09.20 U11 Botley Boys A

U12 Cumnor Minors Whites H

U13 Yellows Henley Lions H

U13 Athletic Garden City H

U15 Oxford City Hoops A

Sat 26.09.20 U7 Procision Newbury A

U8 Abingdon Youth A

U9 Ducklington A

U10 Yellows Oxford City Hoops H

U10 Athletic Abingdon Town A

Sun 27.09.20 U11 Launton H

U12 Oxford Blackbirds United A

U13 Yellows Chesterton H

U13 Athletic Oxford Blackbird Rovers A

U15 Purley Jubilee Panthers A

Sat 03.10.20 U8 Mansfield Road Juniors H

U9 Hanney Youth Black H

U10 Yellows Mansfield Road Juniors A

U10 Athletic Watlington Town H

Sun 04.10.20 U11 Harwell & Hendred Blue H

U12 Radley Youth H

U13 Yellows Garsington A

U13 Athletic Europa Titans H

U15 Reading United A

Sat 10.10.20 U7 Ardington & Lockinge Blues A

U8 Bure Park Pumas A

U9 Summertown Stars Ninjas H

U10 Yellows Cumnor Minor Whites A

U10 Athletic Eassington Sports H

Sun 11.10.20 U11 Kingston Colts Whites H

U12 Headington Youth Yellows A

U13 Yellows Abingdon Youth Dragons H

U13 Athletic South Park Rangers Blue A

U15 Abingdon Youth A

Sat 17.10.20 U8 Summertown Stars Scorpions H

U9 Botley Boys & Girls H

U10 Yellows Garden City H

U10 Athletic Radley Youth A

Sun 18.10.20 U11 Wantage Town A

U12 Cumnor Minors Blues A

U13 Yellows Headington Youth Blues A

U13 Athletic Rose Hill H
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Wild About Kennington

Bringing wildlife back to Kennington’s grass verges

During  the  lockdown,  people  around  Britain  reported  noticing  how  nature  seemed  to  be
reclaiming some of our urban areas – from the herd of fallow deer spotted grazing on lawns at an
East  London  housing  estate,  to  a  flock  of  mountain  goats  munching  on  garden  hedges  in
Llandudno, to the pair of mallards seen walking along a deserted New Inn Hall Street in central
Oxford.

Here in Kennington, perhaps the most noticeable benefit for wildlife during lockdown was the
appearance of colourful wildflowers in our grass road verges which had not been mown for several
months. Against the green of the grass, flowers such as white Yarrow, yellow Bird’s-foot Trefoil,
purple  Selfheal,  pink  Red Clover  and  yellow Beaked Hawk’s-beard  made a  welcome colourful
splash. But as soon as the lockdown restrictions were eased, contractors were back in the village
mowing our verges - just as the flowers were at their best and the bees, butterflies and hoverflies
needed them the most.  

Wild About Kennington is a group of Kennington residents who love nature and are concerned
about the loss of biodiversity in our village. Earlier this summer, we approached Kennington Parish
Council with a proposal to make some wildlife-friendly changes to the mowing regime.  The Parish
Council  agreed to  change  the  mowing regime for  a  12-month  pilot  involving  just  one  of  the
village’s grass verges. 

Next year, the wide grass verge along the western side of The Avenue, from just south of the War
Memorial to the Playfield Road junction, will be left unmown between April and the end of August
to allow the wildflowers already existing in the grass to flower and set seed. In the autumn, the
whole verge will be cut again, and all the cuttings removed, rather than left on the ground where
they would leave a thick mulch of dead vegetation, suppressing the wildflowers. During the rest of
the year, the normal mowing routine will be resumed. To ensure there’s no obstruction to traffic
visibility and for pedestrian safety, the verges will still be mown regularly at road junctions, and in
a narrow strip next to the road kerb. 

This wildlife-friendly mowing regime follows the guidelines in ‘Managing grassland road verges’ by
the plant charity Plantlife: https://tinyurl.com/yy7p8jb9

So why will this simple change to the mowing regime help our wildlife? Kennington’s grass road
verges are becoming even more important for wildlife as more and more front gardens are paved
over to create car parking spaces or are turned into gravel gardens. Wildflowers in the verges are
an increasingly vital source of nectar and pollen for insects, which in turn provide food for insect-
eating birds such as swifts, swallows and robins, and mammals including hedgehogs. Insects are
essential to us humans too, as we rely on them for pollinating our fruit trees and vegetable plants.

This winter, Wild About Kennington will be setting up a display in the village with more information
about the verges re-wilding project and soliciting the opinions of local residents.  We will be asking
Kenningtonians what they’re already doing to help wildlife in their own gardens, and we’ll  be
looking for other ideas for improving the biodiversity of our village. 

If you’d like to become involved in helping Kennington’s wildlife and the verges re-wilding project –
for instance by growing some wildflowers from seed, or helping to plant out wildflower plug plants
in the verges - please contact Rowan at: wildaboutkennington@gmail.com

— Alison, Gillian, Halcyon, Marilyn, Rosey and Rowan (Wild About Kennington) 
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Good News!

Kennington Library will re-open on October 12th!!
Dominique, Leila and the volunteers look forward to welcoming you back! We have all missed you!
The library will be Covid-secure as everyone works to ensure you, the staff and volunteers are safe.
To read the special measures in place, please see the OCC libraries website: 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/reopening-libraries

When visiting us you will be greeted by a volunteer who will guide you through the protocols of
the  'new normal’,  including  being  asked to  limit  your  visit  to  15  minutes  in  order  to  reduce
queuing.  N.B. The  library  will  close  at  5pm  on Mondays  and  Fridays for  the  time  being  but
opening hours will remain the same as before on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Please remember to bring your library card with you!

Finally, if you or anyone in your household is unwell with even mild symptoms, then please do not
come  to  the  library but  ask  someone  else  to  return  items  on  your  behalf.  This  will  ensure
everyone remains safe and help to avoid further library closure.

Thank you and do enjoy coming to visit us once more!

AUTHOR TALK: Richard Dudding

We were delighted that many of you ‘attended’ the on line talk given by
Rachel Edwards. We were sorry that one or two had difficulty in joining
the meeting but we had many positive comments. 

We shall continue to use GOOGLE MEET for the talk on

Wednesday  7th  October  at  11am to  be given by  well-known Radley
historian,  Richard  Dudding who  was  the  lead  author  in  the  book
published last year:

Radley Manor and Village: A Thousand Year Story.

In his talk, Richard will focus in particular on the process of research and collaboration with his
fellow authors; in short, about the whole process of producing the book. It is available to buy from
Radley History Society and the Radley Village shop. This is one for anyone with interest in our
immediate locality. 

To join, please email: fokl.meeting@gmail.com by 6pm on 6th October. 

You will need to have a Google account which is free. (You will be offered a trial run ahead of the
meeting if you would like reassurance that the technology is working!)

Do come along and learn more about our locality!

For latest information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen:  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell: secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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Kennington Environmental Action Group

Let’s stop idling!

Did you know that 8th October is National Clean Air day?  Lots of
us  noticed that  during  the height  of  lockdown people  stopped
using  their  cars  and  the  air  quality  in  and  around  Kennington
improved dramatically.  What can we all do to try and hang on to
this cleaner air?

Well, first of all, why should we care?

A recent report by the Royal College of Physicians and the Royal
College of Paediatrics and Child Health suggests that up to 40,000
deaths in the UK every year are linked to air pollution. Not only
does  it  affect  those  already  vulnerable  (the  young,  those  with
respiratory conditions and the elderly) but is also linked to a range
of  other  conditions,  including  cancer,  heart  disease  and
dementia1.  It is clear that improving and maintaining air quality is
important for us all.

So, what can we do?

This month, we are focusing on idling.  Idling is leaving a car’s engine running while it is stationary.
Not only does it have a negative effect on the air quality, but it is also a waste of your fuel and
dangerous to the occupants of the car.  

Did you know….?2

• On average, for every 10 minutes you are idling, your car will release half a kilogram of
carbon dioxide into the environment

• Leaving your engine running whilst idle results in up to 10 times more contaminants inside
the vehicle than outside of it

• Turning off an engine and restarting it again after a minute
causes less pollution than keeping the engine idle

• Modern batteries need less engine running time to work
and do not need the engine on constantly to keep them
charged

• It  can take up to  an hour  for  an  engine to cool  down.
Turning off your engine but keeping the ignition on and
fans blowing will provide warm air while you wait.

• Idling  dirties  your  engine  with  incomplete  combustion,
increasing wear and tear. Modern engines can be turned
on and off without causing damage.

So – switch off your engine.  It’s better for your car, it’s better for
your health and it’s better for your community!

— Helen Wenham

1https://www.nhs.uk/news/heart-and-lungs/air-pollution-kills-40000-a-year-in-the-uk-says-report/
2https://www.redfunnel.co.uk/en/corporate-info/environment/anti-idling/
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40th Oxford (Kennington) Scout Group

Endeavour Cubs’ Summer Term Challenges

The Summer term for Endeavour Cubs was like no other in the Pack’s history, but that didn’t stop
us, and as promised we just used our imaginations a bit more!  There were lots of activities for the
Cubs  to  do  at  home,  including  Bike  week,  camps  at  home,  athletics,  virtual  escape  rooms,
Taskmaster-style challenges, Wallace and Gromit’s Wrong Trousers Day, learning about their pets
and how to look after them, as well as learning about nature and keeping track of the changes
they notice over several months.  If the Cubs managed to squeeze in every activity, they would
have completed 9 badges just in that one term, as well as being well on the way to completing
several others!

This Autumn Term we are changing things up a bit and we’re going to try some online meetings
with the Cubs.  This is going to be a challenge for us leaders, probably more so than for the Cubs,
but we are hopeful that the inevitable technical difficulties will be minimal (fingers crossed!).   It
will be great to see and speak to the Cubs again, even if it is via a computer screen.  We are going
to be focusing on the Skills and World Challenge badges and have lots of fun activities planned,
including pioneering and boat building!

— Claire, Assistant Cub Scout Leader

Over the Summer we have also been busy in the grounds of our HQ, cutting the grass, pruning the
trees,  and  uncovering  the  high  fence!  In  a  regular  year  we  would  be  able  to  welcome  the
community in for events such as Fireworks Night, but for now, we shall just have to wait and see
what we can do and when.

We now have young people on the waiting list for every section.  Please get in touch to offer some
time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.  

Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
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Fence before Ongoing clearance
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Free Safety Checks available for Electric Blankets

Kennington History Society

The Kennington History Society has no plans to meet before the start of 2021.

— Bob Johnston
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Polarized Views, Where’s The Truth?

I now face another mini ‘lockdown’ as last week I came into relatively vague contact with someone
who tested Covid positive. So, I am spending reflective time in my garden again, as many of us
have been in 2020.

I have been reflecting on polarized viewpoints, and where the tipping points are that lead to the
solutions to the arguments and debates. Wildlife gardening and traditional gardening is a great
case in point. Many wildlife gardeners are considered as eccentric new age hippies and idealists.
Traditional gardeners are considered ‘stick in the muds’ and habitual control freaks. Well, those
are maybe the inaccurate stereotypes we tell others and ourselves.

When we make the effort though and get to know the person behind the stereotype, we realise,
like us, they are ordinary people. If we get to know the person, their polarized views in comparison
to our own can often seem less impenetrable, less extreme, as we start to really listen to what
they are saying.

During my reflections I have also been drawing parallels like this with the environmental protestors
on the streets of London in early September 2020. Many people dismissed their disruptive actions
by attacking them personally as middle class, or unwashed hippies, thus attacking the perceived
hypocrisies, and ignoring the actual issues being highlighted by the protests. Though paradoxically
one could argue, the issues have still been put in the public eye, by the shear fact the wider public
are engaging by attacking the messengers. I don’t know - just thinking aloud!

I have been thinking that environmentalists, like climate change deniers, are all seemingly locked
into the same systems we have to live by, and that’s not someone else’s problem; it’s a problem
we share. It’s not about totally doing away with all the mod cons, otherwise one can be accused of
being a hippie (which doesn’t suit everyone), and if environmentalists have all the mod cons then
they are called middle class hypocrites. This is all a distraction from the core debate around what
is sustainable.  It’s not about what we do, it’s  about the energy and systems contained in the
production, supply and running of the mod cons. For example, it’s not just that we should travel
less, it’s how we travel, and how that’s fuelled that should be looked at. 

Often environmentalists are accused of not living by what they preach, and live totally zero-carbon
lives, but it’s not that black and white. Protestors have been accused of not walking to and from
the protests, having been seen on gas-guzzling public transport, whereas the real issue is, let’s
move away from running public transport in that way, and not just accept the status quo. 

There are some big moral issues here though. Environmentalists are highlighting how hard it is for
anyone to live in a zero-carbon way and sustain quality of life. This is all about quality of life, and
how we support everyone in the transition to more sustainable ways of living that still sustain
choice. The current systems make us all hypocrites, frankly, and few can deny that, whatever side
of the environmental debate we are on, when you look how we could all live cleaner and greener.
Environmentalists morally should use mod cons more sparingly, but they are though, more aware
of the energy and systems that are hidden behind daily life, than the blind consumerists out there.

If both sides in any argument, whatever it is, stopped, and debated, the common ground might
just be found that both parties share. From there clear pathways forward maybe, just maybe,
could be found?  The middle ground could be mediocre and beige, but the truth is often found
somewhere between these opposing views.
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Us gardeners,  be  we traditional  or  wildlife  gardeners,  equally  can  learn  from one  another.  It
doesn’t matter what camp we are in, we are all gardeners, enjoying the nature around us.

Happy Gardening

— Stuart Mabbutt

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Remembrance Sunday

Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, this year’s Remembrance Sunday parade will not
take place in its  usual  format.  The Village is  still  intending to mark the occasion with a  small
ceremony which will be streamed online for residents to join in at home. Please see next month’s
Chronicle, the website or Kennington Connected for more details. 

Electric Blanket Testing

Oxfordshire County Council is offering free electric blanket safety checks on 5th-9th October and
19th-23rd  October.  To  book  yours  in,  please  call  01865  895999  Option  1  or  email:
communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Health Centre Update

Botley Medical Centre and Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group have recently confirmed that
Kennington Health Centre will be re-opening as a GP practice as soon as possible. This will be in
line with the current services offered by GPs due to the pandemic. Further information is due in
the coming weeks, which will be shared as soon as it becomes available.

Bus route through Kennington

The 35 bus is currently running from Abingdon to Wolvercote, via Kennington and the City centre.
The  bus  is  running  once  every  20  minutes  during  the  week  and  once  every  30  minutes  on
Saturdays.  Oxford Bus Company has  advised that  the Saturday service will  return to its  usual
frequency as soon as possible, but a date is not yet available. 

Grants

The council has awarded a grant of £2000 towards the running of the 35A bus to Matthew Arnold
School to help ensure that children in Kennington are able to get to school safely.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

October 2020

Meetings  are  being  held  virtually  until  further  notice.  Please  visit  the  website  kennington-
pc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are welcome.

Thursday 8th October at 7:30 p.m.Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesdays 6th and 27th October at 7:30 p.m. Planning Committee meetings

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections.  Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the Clerk write or call:

Tel: 01865 421126 clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

29

mailto:clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
mailto:communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://kennington-pc.gov.uk/


30



31



News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

Coming back to School after Lockdown!

It was a very different start to the school year this time!  Summer said that she
felt “happy and excited to start in a new class” and Tierney said that she “felt a
bit nervous” because she was having a new teacher and was in a different classroom.  Unlike 
normal years, the children hadn’t had a chance to spend two whole days in their new classes with 
their new teachers and classmates. Instead, they were only able to be with half of the class and 
were seated two metres apart at their desks before the summer holidays.   

Now that we are in Rowan Class, we don’t have a carpet to sit on together any more, and we have 
to sit at our tables in rows like the big children!  We have a ‘bubble’ with the other Year 2 class, 
which means that we can only mix with them at school.  We can’t even have a normal assembly! 
Mrs Atkinson ‘Zooms’ each classroom and we watch on the interactive whiteboard!  We can’t 
really do groupwork anymore either, because we are not supposed to sit facing each other in class.
School doesn’t even start at the same time for everyone! We have staggered starts, and staggered 
finishes so that there are not too many adults on the school grounds at once. 

To stay safe, we are also handwashing all through the day: when we arrive, after playtime, before 
lunch, and before snack times.  We also sanitise before we go out to play every single time!  We 
have our own play zones and our own equipment to play with too!

It has taken a bit of getting used to, being back in class and doing all this hard work again (for the 
children and the adults too!) Everyone was off school for quite a while because of the 
Coronavirus.  We quite liked working from home, although we’re not entirely sure that our parents
enjoyed it as much as we did!  It is all starting to feel like the ‘new normal’, although it will be 
fantastic when we can all work together and play together like we did before.  We know that we 
are doing this to keep ourselves and our families safe and well.

— Journalists: Rowan Class and Mrs Thomas

Headteacher’s Letter

It was wonderful to see and hear the school coming back to life, as we started our new term and
new school year with almost every one of our pupils back in school.  How much we had missed the
children’s happy voices as they learn and play!  Of course, it’s all very different to the ‘old normal’;
in fact, the ‘new normal’ is becoming so automatic that it can be hard to remember what things
were like in school pre-COVID.  

The children have returned to school as if they have never been away.  They are keen and ready to
learn, as you will see from the report by this month’s journalists from Year 2 in Rowan Class with
Mrs Thomas and Mrs Higgins.

One thing that doesn’t change is our desire to give the children the best education we possibly
can, keeping our curriculum rich and vibrant, even though there is a lot of catching up to do,
particularly in English and maths.   We always look for opportunities to broaden the children’s
experiences.  

A  great  way  to do this  has  been to  have  a  celebration!   As  I  write  this  article,  on  the  15th
September, it is 130 years - to the day - since the school first opened in Kennington, so we have
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turned  back  the  clock  and  have  been  having  a  Victorian  day.   It  has  to  be  said  that  COVID
classrooms look remarkably similar to Victorian ones, with our tables all in rows facing the front,
but there are plenty of things that are very different.

The children and staff, dressed in Victorian outfits, spent the day learning about life 130 years ago.
Most of the children said they preferred to be in school in the 21st Century.  This generation of
children certainly appreciates the value of being able to get a school education!  In our pictures,
you can see children trying out some Victorian games, getting on with their learning in class (in
silence!),  and using first-hand historical  evidence, exploring a wonderful  collection of artefacts
generously loaned to us by Abingdon Museum.  I am extremely grateful for all the support from
our staff and parents, as well as the enthusiasm of our children, that has enabled us still to have
days like this in school at this time.  Definitely making memories!

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

With the arrival of October, we should normally be preparing for our annual “Sing In” of Handel’s
Messiah in the University Music Room at Holywell.  It is always a big occasion because we invite
singers from other choirs and choral societies to join us and it is a firm booking in many people’s
diaries.  But, of course, this year it will not happen.  Started in 1974, this has been the beginning of
our annual programme for all those years.

After that we would normally start working on our Gilbert and Sullivan opera for Christmas and
every year the very large collection would go to the work of Action for Children who will sorely
miss our contribution.

And as I write this, we are hearing of gatherings of people being kept to six or less and the delay
(temporary I’m sure) of the Oxford vaccine.

And yet through all this we keep smiling.  Once a month we all meet together through Zoom and
the one thing that is most noticeable is the smile on everyone’s face and the laughter that ensues. 

Yes, we miss our singing terribly.  We miss our socialising, but we remain optimistic above all else. 
I’m sorry we can’t announce a programme for this month, or even the rest of the year, but we
remain positive that live music will return, and we shall be one of the first to prove it’s true. 

— Trevor Cowlett
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Kennington Community Partnership

Happy 130th Anniversary - St Swithun's School

By the time you read this  article,  St  Swithun’s  School  will  have officially  celebrated  its  130th
Anniversary on 15th September 2020.  All children at the school and at the playgroup will have
received  their  Commemorative  Badge  -  perhaps  you  have  already  noticed  them  being  worn
proudly on their uniform?  We would like to thank KADS for kindly lending Victorian wear, which
helped to make the day such a success.

A limited number of badges are available for the community and we hope will be of particular
interest  to  ex-pupils,  ex-teachers  and  governors.   These  are  being  made  available  at  Pop-Up
locations within Kennington - or email stsw130@gmail.com for details of supply and posting. We
are not  charging  for  the  badges  but  would  appreciate  a  donation towards  future  events  and
publication costs.   Below are details of how you can donate.

Anniversary Pebble Trail

Also on the 15th, the draw was made at the school for the winning years in the Anniversary Pebble
Trail Raffle.  After a slow start, we were delighted that so many people participated, selecting and
painting their own date.  The winners are:

1st: Blenheim Palace Pass Year 1965 - Mary Dennett

2nd: Tunnocks Goody Basket Year 1898 - Merryl Gelling

3rd: Tunnocks Goody Basket Year 1925 - Linda Page

4th: Child’s Farm Toiletries Basket Year 2002 - Hugo Blackburn

The painted stones may now be taken into school, where they will be varnished and formed into
an "Anniversary Pebble Trail" through the newly created school garden.

Our Plans

Kennington Community Partnership (KCP) are now working with the school in planning further
events during the Anniversary Year.  The Partnership comprises village organisations that have
joined together and include the church, the parish, the library, and the history society, as well as
the Playgroup and St Swithun’s School itself.  

Throughout the year the school will celebrate its history on the 15th of each month, using the
Anniversary Year to engage the children in local, national and international historical dates and
events.  We would like to develop a History "Treasure" Trail through the village, which would be of
interest to the children and the wider community.  Further details will be made available through
our Facebook page, the Chronicle and notice boards. 

Our plans continue to be adapted during this present difficult time.  We are planning an exhibition,
a time capsule and a garden party during 2021, by which time we all hope that the "new normal"
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may become "more normal".  In the meantime, you may like to take part in our Online Friday
Night Virtual Quiz – see our article for further details on how to register.

Can you help?

Throughout  the  next  few  months,  we  are  continuing  to  develop  the  history  of  the  school,
complimented  by  as  many  photos  as  possible.   The  school  has  a  good  collection  of  class
photographs through the years - but we are particularly interested in any photographs you may
have - perhaps of the swimming pool, the netball and football teams, the school outings or plays,
in fact any event that involved the school.

Please visit our Facebook page – Kennington Community Partnership. Do join and post your
photographs there, email them to us at stsw130@gmail.com or telephone 01865 326691.
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Kennington Community Partnership Virtual Quiz

The Virtual Quiz is back for a limited time from Friday 2nd October for three weeks.  Whoever you
are within our Community, join us either as an individual, as a family group, or with friends. 

It is easy to register and take part. You can pay as you go just £3 week.  Come and join us - and
enjoy twenty minutes of testing your knowledge against the clock with General Knowledge, Sport,
Film and TV and Music.

What is the Virtual Quiz all about?  Proceeds go towards Kennington Community Partnership and
are split between Friends of St Swithun's School, the Playgroup and the Youth Club.

St Swithun’s CE Primary School 130th Anniversary

A HUGE thank you from Kennington Community Partnership
to the Chronicle Delivery Team for distributing our Flyers

Please contact anyone you know who attended St Swithun’s School or Under Woods
School and make the aware of this important anniversary. 

We still need your memories of the school, support staff and your school life
stsw130@gmail.com
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Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society (KADS)

Following Government statements about precautions surrounding the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, we are incredibly disappointed to announce that Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society
will not be performing our traditional pantomime in January 2021. 

We had made initial plans for a panto, but given the situation, we took the decision to put those 
plans on hold. It has been a difficult time for all, and we are sure you will be just as disappointed to
hear this decision as we were to make it. We have tried to be as positive as possible, but this is the
sensible thing to do. Many thanks to everyone involved for supporting us during this process, and 
your understanding of why this decision had to be made.

After the success of Cinderella in January, we were hoping to perform at the VE Day anniversary 
celebrations and had prepared a special show to commemorate the occasion. Unfortunately, this 
also had to be cancelled, during a time where many community activities had to pause or seek 
alternative ways of continuing. However, in keeping with the spirit and ethos that has made KADS 
such an important part of this community for over 40 years, we hope to put on a concert show 
next July. We do hope we will be able to be back up and running in order for the show to go ahead
but who knows?  We must stay positive. 

Although we are currently unable to meet, new members are always welcome.  We look forward 
to being able to get together and socialise once again. We have always maintained that KADS 
should be a place of happiness and have supported each other throughout this difficult time. You 
can follow our activities on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS.

Everyone please stay safe, keep washing your hands and we look forward to seeing you all soon. 

— Alan Cobb, Chairman, Kennington ADS

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Update on Events

Regrettably due to the virus Covid-19, we have had to cancel the following events:

1. Talk by Rachel Siefried on 14th October. 

2. The coach outing to the National Arboretum on 18th October:

3. AGM and talk by Andrew Mikolaljski on 18th November.

The Committee regrets this unfortunate news. 

The next event is the social  evening on Wednesday 20th January. This is  not cancelled at  the
present time.

The accounts ending 30th September 2020 will be submitted for audit in the usual manner and
made available to members in due course.

— Brian Peedell, Treasurer
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sylvbuckingham@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

The  Botley/Kennington  Patient  Participation  Group  (PPG)  is  looking  for  new
members.

We meet on Zoom for about an hour and a half on the second Tuesday every month at 6 p.m.  We
recognise this time is not good for some but it is set to ensure the doctors and practice manager
can also join us.

If  you  would  like  to  join  all  you  need  to  do  is  email  Chris  Sugden,  the  secretary
on  csugden@ocrpl.org.  You will then be on the circulation list and will get the Zoom details for
each meeting. You do not have to come to every meeting; just when you can. I look forward to
seeing you soon.

Thank you.
— Sylvia Buckingham, Chair PPG

Response to  the National  Association for  Patient  Participation (NAPP)  received
from the Secretary of State, Matt Hancock MP, re. Shielding

A letter about ‘shielding’ was sent to Matt Hancock from the NAPP President, Dr Patricia Wilkie.
The response to the questions asked is here:

1. Can you assure us that shielded patients will be involved in discussions about the future of
shielding?

The Government has worked in collaboration with charities and patient groups as shielding advice
has developed. Charities and patient groups have valuable insight into how Government advice is
affecting people on the ground and engaging with them is a vital part of policy development. The
Government is always looking at how it can improve the way it communicates any changes to
shielding advice and guidance, and it is proactively engaging with stakeholders. If you would like
find  out  more  about  how  to  engage  with  the  Government  on  this  issue  please
contact DHSCExternalAffairs@dhsc.gov.uk

2. Can you inform us of the scientific evidence on which the decision to cease shielding is based?

 All  decisions on shielding guidance have been led by the Chief  Medical  Officer  and based on
clinical  advice.  On 10 June, the scientific evidence suggested there was a significantly reduced
prevalence of COVID-19 in the community and that disease rates in the community were at pre-
lockdown rates or lower. In addition, the test,  track and trace programme had been launched,
including within schools, and robust measures were in place to manage potential areas of higher
risk. To those who were shielding, this meant that the chance of catching COVID-19, if the updated
advice was followed, was very low.

The Government also considered the recognised clinical  risks to mental  and physical  wellbeing
from limited social and physical interaction, that might result while shielding advice is in place.

3.  Will  you consider  retaining  shielding  for  the extremely  vulnerable,  perhaps  in  a  reduced
format?

 Shielding advice has currently been paused nationally due to the low level of prevalence of COVID-
19 in the community. This means that the advice for the clinically extremely vulnerable has been
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brought in line with that of the general  population. However, the shielded patient list is  being
maintained  throughout  this  pause.  If  incidences  of  transmission  increase, this  will  allow  the
Government to rapidly step up support again should this be needed. Shielding continues to be
advised in some areas subject to local  lockdown restrictions.  The Government will  continue to
listen to its medical advisers on the level of clinical risk the virus presents to different groups of
people at different points in time.

— Aymee Smith

Ministerial Correspondence & Public Enquiries

Department of Health & Social Care

Pharmacists In The Catchment Area Of Botley Medical Centre

(Branch surgery: Kennington Health Centre)

The  Patients  Participation  Group  (PPG)  for  Botley  Medical  Centre  and  its  branch  surgery,
Kennington Health Centre  have produced this  summary note to detail  the  pharmacists  in the
catchment area along with the pharmacists’ policy for prescriptions including repeat prescriptions.

A  multidisciplinary  team  at  the  surgery  deals  with  a  medication  request.  This  team  includes
doctors,  pharmacists,  physician associates  and nurse prescribers  who liaise  together  and have
access to the patient’s medical notes. Being prescribed medication can take a number of options
depending upon the patient’s problem, ranging from (a) face to face visit to surgery; (b) GP home
visit; (c) telephone consultation d) video consultation or an online consultation. The medication
needed may also have been started by Secondary Care at the hospital or by a different clinic.

Once the medication request is processed or the health care professional makes a diagnosis that
will need medication, the prescription will be issued either via an electronic copy sent direct to the
patient’s choice of pharmacist, a paper copy given directly to the patient, or a paper copy collected
by the pharmacist at the surgery.

The patient can collect their medicines from any pharmacist. The GP will send the prescription to
the  patient’s  pharmacy  of  choice.  Any  pharmacy  can  be  chosen,  including  some  out  of  the
catchment area that are open late and on Sundays.

It would be good though to collect medicines from a local pharmacy within the catchment area of
the Botley Medical Centre and Kennington Health Centre and be seen to support essential local
businesses.

Appendix 1 is a list of pharmacists within the catchment area. Two additional pharmacists which
are just beyond the catchment area are shown in Abingdon which may be more convenient for
some patients to use. Those pharmacists who deliver are identified.

Those patients  with  long  term problems who require  repeat  prescriptions  have  the following
options for receiving medicines: -

1. Attending GP surgery to deliver the white copy from the previous prescription, ticking the
boxes of the medicines required.

2. Attending the pharmacist  with the white copy of  the previous prescription,  ticking the
boxes of the medicines required.

3. Online  repeat  prescription  (see  Appendix  2  for  the  Botley  Medical  Centre  procedure
relating to repeat prescriptions)

4. Emailing their request to: occg.prescriptions.botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net
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APPENDIX 1

Pharmacists  within or  adjoining the Botley  and Kennington Centres  Catchment
Area

Botley

Woodland Pharmacy
82 Botley Road
Oxford
OX2 0UB
Tel: 01865 242649
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-5:30pm
Sat 9:00am – 1:00pm Sun closed

Lloyds Chemist
Portacabin opposite Elms Parade
Botley
OX2 9LP
Tel: 01865 247023
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am – 1:00pm & 2:00pm – 6:30pm
Sat 9:00am – 5:30pm Sun closed
Delivery Service available free/subscription
(please check first)

Wootton Village

Wootton Pharmacy
7 Besselsleigh Road
Wootton
OX13 6DN
Tel: 01865 736136
Hours: Mon&Fri 9:00am – 1:00pm 2:00pm – 6:30pm
Tue&Thu 9:00am – 1:00pm 2:00pm – 5:30pm
Wed 9:00am – 1:00pm
Sat 9:00am – 1:00pm Sun closed
Delivery service free but limited to housebound

Kennington

Avicenna Pharmacy Kennington
172 Kennington Road
Kennington
OX1 5PG
Tel: 01865 736593
Hours: Mon-Tue 9:00am – 1:00pm 2pm – 6:30pm
Wed 9:00am – 1:00pm 2pm – 6:00pm
Thu-Fri 9:00am – 1:00pm 2pm – 6:30pm
Sat 9:00am – 1:00pm Sun closed

Abingdon

Lloyds Pharmacy Peachcroft
7 Peachcroft Road
Abingdon
OX14 2QA
Tel: 01235 530599
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am – 6:30pm
Sat 9:00am – 5:30pm Sun closed
Delivery Service Annual Subscription

Adjoining Catchment Area

Avicenna Pharmacy Abingdon
61 Stert Street
Abingdon
OX14 3JF
Tel: 01235 520059
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am – 5:30pm
Sat 9:00am – 1:30pm Sun closed
Delivery Service currently free

Jhoots Pharmacy
19 Bury Street
Abingdon
OX14 3QT
Tel: 01235 521456
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am – 1:00pm 2:00pm – 6:00pm
Sat & Sun closed
Delivery free for elderly & disabled

North Abingdon Pharmacy
45 Lloyd Close
Abingdon
OX14 1XR
Tel: 01235 538830
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30am – 6:30pm
Sat 9:00am – 1:00pm Sun closed
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APPENDIX 2

Order Your Repeat Prescription Online

We encourage our patients to request their prescriptions online. This is the safest and easiest way
to make sure you have the medicine you require.

You will need to register for online access to order repeat prescriptions.  This will  also enable you
to book appointments online and to view a summary of your medical records.

We  also  encourage  patients  to  nominate  a  pharmacist  so  that  we  can  send  your  request
electronically, saving paper and reducing the waiting time for you to collect your prescription. 

To register for the online service please complete the registration form which you can print from
our  download section on  this  site  (  www.botleymedicalcentre.com)  ,  or  alternatively  you can
collect a form from reception at the surgery, or click on the link Patient Access online Registration
Form . (www.botleymedicalcentre.com)

Please hand the form to reception,  who will  generate a  username and password for  you and
supply  you  with  full  instructions.  Please  bring  some  photo  ID  with  the  form because  for
confidentiality reasons we need to verify we are giving the log in details to the correct person.

Allow 2 working days for your prescription to be ready. 

Using the online repeat prescription service, you may request that your prescription is sent to a
local pharmacy.

Please note that if your medication is due for review the process may take a little longer and you
may need to see the doctor, pharmacist or nurse before your next prescription is issued.

For safety reasons we do not take repeat prescription requests over the telephone.

News from Botley and Kennington Medical Practice
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk

Botley Medical  Centre would like to remind you to inform the Practice of any change in your
contact details as soon as possible.  If you change your mobile number, or address, please contact
us on any of the following to provide the new details:

• email: botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net

• telephone: 01865248719 / 01865730911

• website https://www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk/ where you can update your records   via
the "on line services" page or "Further information: 7. Important Forms" page.

We are trying to reach out to all our patients and give information via our website.  Please keep an
eye regularly on this for information.

**For patients with hearing difficulties, we will endeavour to work hard so you can access the
most appropriate healthcare professional to assess you. This may be a GP, nurse, physiotherapist,
pharmacist,  paramedic  or  physician's  associate.  All  of  these  staff  members  are  based  at  the
surgery and can triage your contact via email or over the ‘phone to your carer/relative. After the
assessment of needs, the Health care professional will  offer you a face to face appointment if
needed. 
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Kennington Memory Club

Day Centre Re-Opening News!
Kennington  Memory  Club,  sadly,  had  to  close  its  doors  in  the  early  stages  of  the  Covid  19
pandemic  to  protect  its  members,  their  carers,  staff  and  volunteers.  The  members  lost  the
opportunity when, as people with dementia, they were able to enjoy time spent at the Day Centre
held at Kennington Methodist Church. In addition, carers were denied much-needed respite from
their responsibilities. The staff were furloughed and the volunteers stood down.

The Trustees of Kennington Memory Club and the organiser have now been working very hard for
some  time  to  address  all  the  measures  required  to  allow  a  re-opening  of  the  Club.  A  risk
assessment is  now in place,  discussions  with the Church have been held,  and the procedures
necessary to re-open the Club safely are well understood.  

In  the light of  recent increases in Covid 19 cases the Government regulations on numbers of
people allowed indoors together have been strengthened. There are exemptions for some types of
buildings and depending on the purpose of the gatherings. These regulations have to be observed,
so the Club will  be running on lower numbers to be able to maintain social distancing and to
ensure the safety of the members and staff. 

We are pleased to announce that the Club will be re-opening on
Monday, 12th October

It will be great to resume the Club sessions and the enjoyable activities that the members love,
and carers will be very thankful for their window of freedom. There will be some spaces for new
members. If you would like to know more about the Club for yourself or someone you know or
care  for,  and  to  put  someone’s  name  on  the  waiting  list,  please  visit  the  website,
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk, and contact Helen, the organiser, on 07852 883496.

— Isobel Birse

Answers to paths challenges

Path 1:  Upper Road to Kennington Road

Path 2: The Avenue to Fairways

Path 3: Woodcroft to Upper Road

Path 4: Poplar Grove to Sandford Lane

Path 5: St Swithun’s Road to Simpson’s Way

Path 6: The Avenue to Poplar Grove
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802

All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
We shall not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been 

cancelled.
Please remember during this time to:

Stay Alert
Protect all our Key-workers

Save Lives

Copyright  Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submittersⒸ

mailto:editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
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mailto:adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
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