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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Good grief
As we move into November, we arrive at the time of year which is traditionally set aside for
remembering. Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday give us opportunities to honour those
who laid down their lives for their friends in pursuit of peace, and to commit ourselves to working
for a world and a society free from violence. All Souls Day is the time at which we remember all
those we have lost, and especially any who have died in the past year. The former is marked by
poppies and wreaths, the latter by candles and prayers. In normal times, these are events that
draw communities together—whether committed Christians or the more spiritually cautious. But,
as we all know, these are not normal times. There will not be the usual large-scale
commemoration at the War Memorial, and neither will we be able to hold the usually well
attended All Souls evening service in its normal form.
All this has got me thinking about how we deal with grief when we’re not able to participate in
normal rituals, familiar words, or alongside the living who love us. I’ve been taking funerals over
the past seven months at which very few people have been able to attend, and those who did had
to be separated by distance and masks. It’s been incredibly strange not being able to shake a hand
on the door, put an arm around the sorrowful, or embrace a friend at the door. Some of those
events have been really beautiful. I took a service at the crematorium with a family saying
goodbye to their mother / grandmother, where it was just the six of us gathered around the coffin
singing The Lord’s my Shepherd. Others have felt very empty—particularly those where I know
that the church would have been full, and instead was limited to only a handful of family and close
friends.
Of course, the Christian tradition has something to say about the nature of small-scale goodbyes.
When Jesus dies, most of the disciples have fled, and the crowds that followed him have long since
dispersed. Many of the early martyrs of the church die either alone or with very few friends
around them, and there are no big church funerals to honour them. Nonetheless, at those
moments, God is most certainly present. So if you’ve been unable to be with a loved one close to
the end of their life, or unable to attend the funeral of a family member or friend, it may be of
some comfort to know that they were loved by God to the end, and never abandoned by that love.
What is clear is that if we have not been able to process our grief in the usual ways, it’s not healthy
to keep it bottled up inside us. So, let me make two suggestions to you. If you know someone who
was unable to attend a funeral that they would have liked to have gone to, talk to them about it.
Pick up the ‘phone, or drop by a card, and let them know that they aren’t alone. You might not
have the offer taken up, but trust me, it will mean the world. And if you don’t know who to talk to
about a grief you can’t speak about – can I gently remind you that as the vicar, I am available to
you, whatever your beliefs. Drop me a line; come and talk. We’re here for you.
— Rob Glenny, 01235 554739, robertglenny@gmail.com
We are pleased to be able to say that our church is open for worship.
We are observing 2m distancing, using hand sanitiser and only greeting each other with a wave.
The pattern of services is changing at the moment so please look at the notice board outside the
church or on the website to find the details for the coming Sundays.
At present there is no need to book ahead for services, as we do have enough space.
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For anyone not able to come to church in person, there is an online service available each Sunday
morning. The details for this can be found on the website.
— Isabel Baggott

Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
9 Ramsay Road
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone: 01865 763676
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk

November often feels like the month for remembering! We begin with days to recall All Saints and
All Souls, then move on to bonfires and fireworks as we “remember, remember, the fifth of
November”, before marking the pain of war and the hope for peace on Remembrance Sunday and
Wednesday 11th November.
This year will inevitably be different in what we might be able to do as marks of remembrance. The
need to do so will not, however, be diminished, and may even be more important than for many
years.
One of the central elements of Christian worship is the sharing of bread and wine in the Eucharist
or Mass or Holy Communion. As Christians share together, they are reminded of Jesus’ words to
his disciples to “do this in remembrance of me”. Although churches may differ in how this is
understood, there is something significant for most in bringing into the present moment an event
from the ministry of Jesus. The past and present come together.
In a month of remembering, our thoughts and prayers are especially with those whose memories
will be particularly acute at this time of year. We may not be able to do all that we usually do
either individually or as a village, but in this present moment with all its continuing confusions, we
give thanks for those whom we have loved; those who have served us and our nation in times of
war and peace; and those who continue so to do.
God bless,
— Rev Stephen Maunder, Minister Kennington Methodist Church
Worship at Kennington Methodist Church during November
1st November

Preacher - Joanna Tulloch

8th November

Remembrance Sunday*—Revd Stephen Maunder

15th November

Preacher - Anna Herriman

22nd November

Service of Holy Communion led by Revd John Rowland

29th November

Local Arrangement—worship led by the congregation

All services are at 10:30 a.m.
* Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday are still to be finalised at the time of writing.
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From the Editor
November is here and the days are getting shorter and the
nights are drawing in. As the pandemic continues to rage
around the world, here in the UK life is becoming even
more challenging for many as the numbers of infections
soar. So many local and national events have to be
cancelled and it will be very strange not to gather around
the Kennington Village Memorial as we do every year to
honour those who gave their lives in war.
On a brighter note, there is much to read in this month’s
Chronicle and we welcome yet another new contributor.
Keep your articles coming and thank you, all!
Keep well everyone, keep warm, and keep safe. I thought I’d share a beautiful and relevant poem
with you this month.
— Amena Sutton

The Inquisitive Mind of A Child
Why are they selling poppies, Mummy?
Selling poppies in town today.
The poppies, child, are flowers of love.
For the men who marched away.
But why have they chosen a poppy, Mummy?
Why not a beautiful rose?
Because my child, men fought and died
In the fields where the poppies grow.
But why are the poppies so red, Mummy?
Why are the poppies so red?
Red is the colour of blood, my child.
The blood that our soldiers shed.
The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy.
Why does it have to be black?
Black, my child, is the symbol of grief.
For the men who never came back.
But why, Mummy are you crying so?
Your tears are giving you pain.
My tears are my fears for you my child.
For the world is forgetting again.
— Anon
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Annual Poppy Appeal
This is a reminder to all.
Please, please buy your poppies from your local village shops, to help our total collection in the
village.
If you wish to purchase a small wooden cross, these are available from me.
— Alison Peedell, 01865 730961

Citizens Advice Bureau: Job redundancy
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)
Check your rights and talk to Citizens Advice
One of the most serious outcomes of the current pandemic problem is that thousands of people in
the UK are losing their jobs. If you are one of these people, and are made redundant or offered
voluntary redundancy, it is important that you thoroughly understand your rights and options.
The first thing to do if you are at risk of redundancy is to look at your contract of employment,
which will spell out your basic rights. Make sure that your company abides by these conditions.
Also, consider other sources of help such as your union if you belong to one. Bear in mind that if
you have been in the job for less than two years you do not have as much job protection, but if for
more than two years, your employer has to follow certain procedures, e.g. find you another job in
the company if possible.
You can’t be made redundant in an unfair way or for discriminatory reasons. The reason must be a
genuine one, i.e. the job you do or the skills you have are no longer needed, or the employer can’t
afford you, or the business is failing. With technology advancing, sometimes fewer people are
needed to do a given job.
You might be entitled to receive redundancy pay, which increases with length of service and has
two elements: statutory and contractual. Statutory pay (not paid to those who have less than two
years’ service) is the minimum that the law says you are entitled to, and is based on your age,
weekly pay and the number of years you have worked in the job. Contractual redundancy pay is
the additional amount to which your contract may entitle you. If you have been furloughed, the
law says that your redundancy pay must be worked out according to your usual wages, not the
80% furlough figure. Bear in mind that if your employer offers you a suitable alternative job and
you refuse to take it without good reasons, they can refuse to give you redundancy pay. You can
check that your redundancy pay is fair by using the calculator at https://www.gov.uk/calculateyour-redundancy-pay.
You are also entitled to a paid notice period or pay in lieu of notice, and the employer should give
you paid time off for attending job interviews.
All the implications of redundancy are helpfully described on the Citizens Advice website at
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/work/leaving-a-job. The website also gives advice about
claiming benefits or dealing with your debts if you need this. You can talk to an adviser on our
Adviceline, 0300 330 9042. Visit www.caox.org.uk to find your local Citizens Advice office.
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Volunteers sought for COVID-19 trial
People aged 50 and over are being sought to take part in a trial into treating COVID-19. Over 50s
with specific underlying health conditions and all over 65s with suspected COVID-19 can apply to
take part in the University of Oxford study at participating GP practices or www.principletrial.org.
Participants are randomly allocated to receive usual care or usual care and an existing medication.
It is hoped the trial can help people get better quickly and stop them needing to go to hospital.
The study is funded by UK Research and Innovation and the National Institute for Health Research.
Contact the study team at principle@phc.ox.ac.uk or 0800 138 0880.
— Ryan Jewell, NIHR

Where in Kennington are these postboxes?

Postbox 1

Postbox 2

Postbox 3

Postbox 4

Answers on page 44

Postbox 5

Postbox 6
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

We are open once more! Welcome back!
Please note our temporarily revised opening times which ensure we are COVID Secure for the
benefit of staff, volunteers and customers.
Opening Days & Times
Wednesday

10:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Friday

2:00–5:00 p.m.

Saturday

10:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

We are really enjoying seeing you and hope that everyone will have a chance to pop in
during November. Thank you for respecting the measures in place to keep yourself and
others safe. Although you may need to queue, that is better than a closed library service!
One computer is available for public use, but please pre-book a maximum 30-minute
slot with the librarian by phoning 01865 730763. THANK YOU to all the volunteers who
are manning the reception point in the foyer and dealing with all the new procedures, and
to the staff whose working practices have been adapted.
ONLINE AUTHOR TALK — Wednesday 4th November, 11 a.m.
Nancy Mudenyo Hunt and Sylvia Vetta
Not so Black and White is unusual not only
because it has TWO authors and those authors are
black and white, but because of the life of one of
them: Nancy Mudenyo Hunt. Nancy has
transformed the lives of hundreds of young people
in Oxfordshire and thousands in Kenya. The hope
against the odds that has driven her
comes through in this gripping story.
FOKL’s honorary life president, Korky Paul, says, “This is a powerful
love story between a not so black lady, Precious, and a not so white
gentleman, Adrian, played out against a sharply described backdrop
of racists’ bigotry, changing society and outdated, cruel traditions.”
Books cost £10 with £5 from each
sale going towards providing free
literacy classes for rural women in
western Kenya who missed basic education. Sylvia has signed copies, and is happy to deliver locally.
Nancy will be connecting from Mumias in west Kenya. The link to Kennington is that without KOA,
Nancy and Sylvia would never have met.
To attend the talk, please email FOKLmeeting@gmail.com not later than 6 p.m. on Tuesday 3rd
November. You will be sent a link and offered the opportunity to have a trial run with Google Meet.
For latest information see:
Follow us on Facebook:
FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen:
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell:
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
The first half term of the school year saw us all settling back into the rhythm
and expectations of school, after so long away, with the children getting used to
being in their new classes. We are working hard to
make up for all the weeks the children spent
learning at home, which necessarily involves lots of
maths and English, as well as a focus on other core aspects of our
curriculum, including personal
development, PE, RE and
science.
We continue to take every
opportunity to enrich our
curriculum, teaching in a crosscurricular way to combine
subjects. Our Year 6 pupils
recently enjoyed taking part in
workshops with Ian, from
Science Oxford. The children were learning about evolution, in particular about the work of the
great Victorian naturalist Charles Darwin.
With Mrs Higgins, children in Year 2 have been doing a
design and technology challenge, to design a snack for a
sailor. So far, the children have sorted Mrs Higgins’
shopping into different food groups and have discussed
what makes a healthy diet. They then sampled biscuits
and different dried fruit (a favourite part of the
challenge!). This was followed by an analysis of what they
liked about them, looking at appearance, texture, smell
and taste. After that, the children designed and made
their biscuits!
Over the summer, the hard landscaping of our new
garden was undertaken. It’s looking really smart and is going to be a lovely space
for everyone to enjoy.

Even in our Covid-secure environment, with all the restrictions that brings, we are still managing to
have a great time in school!
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
15

New Year’s Day Walk
Do join me for the 36th
New Year’s Day Boundary Walk
Friday 1st January 2021
Departing Village Centre Car Park 11 a.m.
A GENTLE RAMBLE
For information call: Roger Dennett 07837 191893

Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field
What a difference a day makes! Following such a glorious September, a
weekend of heavy rain at the beginning of October meant that our flood
meadows became very wet and the river was high and flowing very fast. One of our footbridges in
the meadow unfortunately moved as the water beneath it rushed into the river. We are working
with our contractors to ensure it is secure and able to be used throughout the winter whatever the
weather may bring.
November is the month of remembrance and there isn’t a better time than to share a little history
of the Kennington Memorial Field and think of those who made the ultimate sacrifice. Back in
1946, Kennington Village and Oxford Preservation Trust came together to raise the £1,000 needed
to purchase the 12½ acre field as a memorial to the six men of Kennington who were killed in the
Second World War. Their names are recorded on plaques by three entrance gates and on the
information board. Those who died were RAF Flight Officer Dennis Bint, 20; Corporal Charles
Bowley, Army Catering Corps, 32; Second Lieutenant William Evers, Derbyshire Yeomanry, 34; RAF
Leading Aircraftman William Gobey, 38; Lieutenant Anthony Kirk, Royal Naval Reserve, 26; Driver
Sidney Trinder, Royal Army Service Corps, 27.
Previously part of Radley College’s golf links, the Memorial Field was opened on 7 th June 1946 and
has always been looked after so that the field is “… preserved as an open space in perpetuity”, a
place of peace and recreation. More recently, the field was designated as a Local Wildlife Site for
its unusually species-rich neutral grassland covered with old ant hills. By managing the field
traditionally by farming activities, a small part of the rural setting of this ancient village is
preserved.
As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. During these unprecedented times,
funding and support is vital to ensure that Oxford’s heritage and setting is maintained for future
generations. Becoming a member is easy – you can do so online https://bit.ly/2joinopt or by
telephoning the office on 01865 242918.
Best wishes and keep safe and well,
— Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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1st Kennington Guides
The Unit is continuing to meet online this term. We had a show and tell night,
meeting Guides’ pets and finding out about their interests. We have tried
some science activities, including making butter from cream which was delicious but quite hard
work. We indulged our love of cooking with crumpet pizzas with very tasty results. We toured the
world virtually visiting Machu Picchu on Google Earth and were delighted to see a visitor wearing a
Guide neckerchief in the spot where we landed!
Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

A Mug’s Game
When Kennington-born freelance journalist David Crozier
found his work drying up due to the Covid-19 lockdown, he
decided it was finally time to do something he'd been
meaning to do for many years and write a novel.
A keen football fan, the resulting book, A Mug's Game, is a
family adventure set around Leeds United’s 1969/70 season
in which the club found themselves chasing the first ever
Treble of League, F A Cup and European Cup titles. Sadly, as
many fans will know, it didn't exactly go to plan.
“Although the basic story is fiction, all the football facts and
figures included in the book are absolutely true,” David, 57,
says. “The idea came to me some years ago while chatting
with a former colleague, Jon Smith, about the superstitions footballers and their fans have.
"Jon is a staunch Leeds supporter and always drank his tea out of a Leeds mug. I suggested that it
would make a good story if a dad who supported Leeds gave his young son a Leeds mug and told
him that every time he drank out of it an hour before kick-off, the team would win—and they do.
Even though it is a coincidence, the boy believes it and becomes really taken with the idea. But
what will happen when the team loses and he begins to realise the mug isn't magic after all?”
Although written with children in mind, the book has also proved popular with adults.
“People who remember football as it used to be have told me they’ve really enjoyed reliving those
times. The memories come flooding back. Football—indeed life as a whole—was very different
back then."
David Crozier was born in Kennington in 1963 and attended Underwoods Infants and St Swithun’s
Primary schools before passing the entrance exam to Abingdon School and subsequently
embarking on a career in journalism.

19

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Update on Events
Regrettably due to the Covid 19 virus restrictions, we have had to cancel the AGM and talk by
Andrew Mikolaljski scheduled for Wednesday 18th November.
The Committee regrets this news.
The next event is the social evening on Wednesday 20 th January. This is not cancelled at present as
we continue to monitor the situation.
The accounts ending 30th September will be submitted for audit in the usual manner and made
available to members in due course.
— Brian Peedell, Treasurer

Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sylvbuckingham@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com
Stay Well This Winter
The PPG and the staff of the Botley & Kennington Medical Centres recommend
the link below to you. It is taken from the NHS website and provides information
on how to stay well in winter.
nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/keep-warm-keep-well
The Kennington Health Centre re-opened as a GP Practice on 12 th October, following its use as a
Covid-19 Centre.
Botley Medical Centre reminds you to inform the Practice of any change in your contact details as
soon as possible. If you change your mobile number or address, please inform us via email
botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net or phone 01865 248719 or 01865 730911. You can also use the
facilities on our website https://www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk to update your records via the
"Online Services" or "Further information” > “Important Forms".
We are trying to reach out to all our patients and give information via our website. Please regularly
keep an eye on this for information.
For our patients with hearing difficulties, we will endeavour to work hard so they can access the
most appropriate healthcare professional to assess them. This may be a GP, nurse, physiotherapist,
pharmacist, paramedic or physician’s associate. All of these staff members are based at the
surgery and can triage your contact via email or over the phone to your carer or relative. After the
assessment of needs, the health care professional will offer you a face to face appointment if
needed.
— Chris Sugden, Secretary of the PPG, csugden@ocrpl.org
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Kennington Women’s Institute
Hello to all our members!
It is such a long time since we were able to meet together to offer
conversation, camaraderie, friendship and support.
It is such a pity, but we will not be holding our Christmas Lunch at the Bowyers Arms. The “rule of
six”, along with all the other recommendations and requirements that we must try to follow, make
any meeting very difficult.
Nevertheless, we will stay positive, follow the rules and keep the infection rate down. Each of us
will do our bit to support the rest of the community.
The important thing is to keep safe and well and try to stay active both in body and in mind.
Take great care of yourselves.
— Maureen Palma

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Day Centre reopening news!
We are back!
Last month we posted in the Kennington Chronicle that Kennington Memory Club would be
reopening in October. Even before that edition of the Chronicle had been distributed events had
overtaken us and it was decided to postpone the opening until it became clearer what the
situation was local to Kennington, in the Vale of White Horse District.
Now we are eager and all geared up to get going again, with relevant procedures and protection
all in place.
The club will be running for the time being on Thursdays only, starting at 10 a.m. on 12th
November (unless new restrictions are imposed locally, when those involved will be contacted
personally and news will be posted on our website and on Kennington Connected Facebook
group).
If you would like to know more about the Club for yourself or someone you know or care for, and
to put someone’s name on the waiting list, please visit the website and contact Helen, the
organiser, on 07852 883496.
We can’t wait to see you all again!
— Isobel Birse
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Message from the Scout Leaders
Due to social distancing rules we are unable to offer our Fireworks Fundraiser
this year. If you have been before you'll know how busy we get. At this stage
we don't expect to be able to offer the New Year's Eve alternative.
We would urge you not to have DIY fireworks, both for safety and animal welfare reasons. And if
you build a bonfire please remember to build and light the same day, and check very carefully for
hedgehogs.
We understand that the Parish Council is still considering options for Remembrance Day, without
the parade or the public. We have offered to provide a colour party for the Union flag to pay our
respects. We encourage all members to put on their uniforms, watch either our local or the
national service, and observe the two-minute silence.
We will remember them.
— Scout leaders

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
Enjoy the Ebb and Flow of Life and Death
Autumn has arrived, and we are getting a series of former storms that have successfully crossed
the Atlantic Ocean from the United States.
After all the fine weather during the lockdown in 2020, the gardens are certainly grateful for the
rain we are now experiencing. Mind you, some people are experiencing a deluge, which is rarely
ideal.
Is this proof of global warming, these weather extremes? Personally, it is hard to show any one
event is proof of global warming. A series of events, and regular new patterns, are to me more
convincing.
Having said that, in my wildlife garden, the slugs and snails are well adapted to this weather.
Sitting at my desk, looking out the window at my own garden, the slugs are actually climbing up
the windows, chased closely behind by a frog, who has been sharing the space with me for most
of the summer. It seems to certainly enjoy gorging on the slugs and snails, and fattening up for the
winter hibernation.
Then again, a not so tame local song thrush is also enjoying regular meals of snails in my garden by
breaking the shells on my rock pile and enjoying the juicy snail inside.
I always say, wildlife gardening does not have pests and diseases. It is all part of the jigsaw and
mosaic that makes up any healthy ecosystem.
Enjoy your garden for what it is. Enjoy the ebb and flow of life and death, and everything in
between. If gardening is stressful, then we are probably doing something wrong.
— Stuart Mabbutt
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Kennington Youth Club
Centre-based youth work has resumed. Our young people are coping really well
with the changes to the layout and the fact that we are only able to use half of the building at the
moment. As Youth Work has now been classified as an essential service it means that we have a
lot more leeway with what we can do despite the regular changes the country sees with rules and
lockdowns. As such, for the foreseeable, there is no change to what we are able to offer and we
can keep running, providing a key support provision for our young people. Good news for all.
Pre-Covid, we met once a week with everybody but we now have
two bubbles running, which is quite exciting as the smaller groupings
allow us to focus on the young people’s needs more. The bubbles run
consecutively and are mixed with children from St Swithun’s and
Matthew Arnold, which is also great for allowing younger ones to
learn from their older peers. It’s interesting to hear how our young
people are coping with school now that they have returned.
All of the usual equipment is out with many games of darts, table
football, table tennis, and air hockey being played. Tuck shop has returned too. We have learnt
some basic sewing skills, tried map work, answered some tricky conundrums, played cards,
evaluated what the youth club offers and made plans together for
the future. This has been led by our young people, feeding in ideas
based on the new national youth work curriculum so we’re hoping
we can really offer some great activities as we go forward.
Our hall hirers are back with a bang and it’s great to see the space
getting so much use. As things settle with regards to Covid
paperwork, we’re able to focus on developing the space further and
we have some exciting plans ahead. We’ve also been told that there
are some young carers in the village and we would like to reach out to them. We’re hoping to set
up a youth club slot just for them to provide a safe space that they can enjoy. If you know of a
young carer who might be interested, please do let us know by emailing
youthclubkennington@gmail.com.
Finally, a lot of our regular volunteers are either more ‘mature’ or in quite high-risk health-wise
categories, and they have naturally had to revert to ploughing their time and energy into more
‘behind the scenes’ roles. As we now run two youth clubs a week, and as we continue to expand,
we’d be really keen to hear from any adults 18+ willing to offer an hour or two to ensure we can
actually open the doors. That’s right, we need bodies in the building. Please do get in touch.
— Roy Peach
50:50 Draw Winners October
1st Place

Ball 25

£36.40

2 Place

Ball 7

£10.40

3rd Place

Ball 8

£5.20

nd

Previous draw winners are announced online at www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We’ve raised more than £1600 through the draw. If you are interested in supporting
us in this way, it really makes a big difference, so please check out the website. You can also shop
with us and raise funds for the club. It won’t cost you any more.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Remembrance Sunday
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, this year’s Remembrance Sunday parade will not
be able to take place in its usual format. Please do not come to the war memorial, but instead
watch the service online via the village website https://kennington-pc.gov.uk or mark the two
minutes’ silence on your doorstep.
Smiley SID
The Speed Indicator Device has spent the first few weeks on The Avenue outside St Swithun’s
School and has been tracking the speed of passing traffic. Although the majority of cars were
travelling below the speed limit, 14.5% of vehicles were going over 30 mph and several vehicles
were tracked going over 50 mph.
Health Centre Update
Kennington Health Centre reopened as a GP practice on 12 th October and will be following a ‘total
triage’ system, meaning that all consultations will initially be over the telephone.
Cricket in Kennington
Work on the cricket square at Playfield Road has started, with a view to cricket being played again
in summer 2021. Wolvercote Cricket Club will be using Playfield Road for training and matches
from May onwards and will be seeking players from Kennington next year.
Playing Fields Issues
This summer has seen a huge number of people using the playing fields in Kennington, which
unfortunately, has introduced problems such as vandalism, drug use and fly tipping. If you are
aware of any suspicious activity, please contact the parish council or the police as soon as possible.
War Memorial Flowers
Thank you to Rosey and her helpers for replanting the war memorial garden. The flowers over the
summer were beautiful and I look forward to seeing the changes over the coming months.
— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS — November 2020
Meetings are being held virtually until further notice. Please visit the website https://kenningtonpc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are welcome.
Thursday 12th
Tuesday 17th
Wednesday 18th

7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Kennington Parish Council meeting
Planning Committee meetings
Playing Fields Committee meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Contact the Clerkor on 01865 421126 or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
As I look at the newspapers this morning, the way we live is not getting any easier. With the return
of the university students, the number of coronavirus infections in Oxford has increased and any
thought of getting together again for concerts seems as far away as ever, if not even further.
As I write we have decided to return all our music copies to the library to prevent any future hire
charges and I must confess the future does not look too promising as far as singing together goes.
Each month, on the first Friday, we have a choir Zoom meeting. In this way we keep together and
find out what everyone has been doing. Some of the things are quite amazing and it’s great to see
how positive everyone is. If we can’t sing, we can always do something else.
And so we go on waiting. We enjoy listening to our recordings and videos from past days and find
great joy and uplift in them. We long to be able to get together again and give our concerts to the
village and beyond, but not yet. Meanwhile, we keep faith with each other and wait, in hope. Take
care, everyone, until we CAN meet again.
— Trevor Cowlett

Free activities for parents, teachers, schools and children
Happy 80th Birthday to Sir Cliff Richard
It was Sir Cliff Richard’s 80 th birthday on 14th October. Sir Cliff, as well as Jane Seymour, Jenny Agutter,
Chris Tarrant, Sir Tim Brighouse (former educational advisor to the government), the late Colin Dexter,
and Robin Gibb (of The Bee Gees) have endorsed the free activities, books and characters available on
https://eggbertsadventures.com/.
All of the activities on the website are FREE to download and will be of great benefit to parents, teachers
and children during these unprecedented times. Ray Mutimer, one of the world’s leading children’s
artists, has illustrated the characters, books and activities for us. He also illustrated Postman Pat,
Paddington, Noddy, Rupert, Charlie Chalk and Star Hill Ponies.
If you require any further information, please feel free to contact me by email or telephone.

— Paul Gustafson, Author and Presenter, Eggbert’s Adventures, 01235 537119
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Wild About Kennington
As you might have read in last month’s edition of the Chronicle, Wild about Kennington is a group
of residents working with the Parish Council to leave unmown some of the verges in the centre of
the village during spring and summer in 2021. This is a wildlife-friendly approach. We have
launched a competition for children aged 5–13 (see below). We will be planning some plug
planting sessions this Autumn. If you want to be involved, keep an eye on Kennington Connected,
and the Wildlife of Kennington Parish group Facebook page. If you have any questions or want to
offer your support, please contact wildaboutkennington@gmail.com.
Entry Deadline: Sunday 20th December
If you love local wildlife and are aged 5–13, this is a competition for you. In 2021 some of the grass
verges in Kennington will not be cut. Instead, long grass and flowers will provide food and hiding
places for pollinators such as bees, butterflies and moths as well as helping other local wildlife. A
new local group, Wild about Kennington, will put up signs to explain this. Can you design a logo?
The overall winner will see their design on signposts throughout the village. Prizes for winners in
each category. Ages 5–7, 8–10, 11–13.
Your logo should be drawn inside a circle 13 cm in diameter.
Remember to include your name, age and contact email or number. Entries should be submitted
to WildaboutKennington, 47 Playfield Rd, Oxford, OX1 5RS, or wildaboutkennington@gmail.com.
— Alison, Gillian, Halcyon, Marilyn, Rosey and Rowan (Wild About Kennington)

Kennington Community Partnership
Happy 130th Anniversary to St Swithun's School
Visit our Facebook page: Kennington Community Partnership
The School has now celebrated the official 130 th School Anniversary on 15 th
September this year, but Kennington Community Partnership continue their plans for activities
throughout the academic year.
At this time it does seem that no physical community activity will be possible until next summer, at
which time we are planning an Exhibition, a Garden Party and the burying of a fantastic Time
Capsule, being designed and made by apprentices at Oxford Apprentice Services.
We continue the preparation of the school history, which will be published during next year,
hopefully to be launched at the Garden Party. The school has many photographs of class groups
from the 1950s to the 2000s, with a glaring gap during the 70s and 80s when group photographs
were not taken. What a pity. This is where you can help. Do you have personal photographs of
school groups and activities, perhaps football and netball teams, school outings or similar? Do let
us know, or perhaps email a copy of any photos directly to carolenewbigging@outlook.com.
To make the best use of the photographs we have, we are busy identifying and naming as many
people as possible. Our Facebook page has generated a lot of interest and comments from expupils, who obviously enjoy the photographs we have shown. If you think you could help Carole
identify other photographs that we have, please do let her know.
Contact us through our Facebook page, or stsw130@gmail.com or 01865 326691.
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Kennington Athletic Football Club
Results and Fixtures September/October/November 2020
Results (names of youth players cannot be included)
Date
Sat 19/09/20

Sat 26/09/20

Sat 3/10/20

Sat 10/10/20

Sun 20/9/20

Sun 27/9/20

Sun 4/10/20

Sun
11/10/20

Team
Men’s 1st

Opposition
Mansfield Road

Score
Won 4-1

Kennington Goals
Rob Andrews x2, Josh Nicholls,
Steve Woodhouse
Charlie Clarkson, Keiron Hughes,
Foley Sercombe x2, James
Woodhouse

Men’s Res

Mansfield Road Res

Won 5-0

Men’s 1st

Chesterton

Won 9-0

Men's Res

Yarnton Res

Won 3-2

Men's 1st

Bure Park

Won 4-2

Henry Bone x2, Rob Cattell, Tom
Butler

Men's Res

Hanborough Res

Won 4-1

Jordan Blackstock x2, Dec Clerkin,
Oscar Griffiths

Men's 1st

Cropredy

Lost 2-1

Rob Cattell

Men's Res

Summertown

Won 6-0

Jamie Cattell x2, Jordan Blackstock,
Louis Palfrey, James Woodhouse,
Charlie Clarkson

U12 Green

Cumnor

Lost 5-4

U13 Yellows
U13

Henley Lions
Garden City

Lost 3-4
Lost 10-0

U15
U12

Oxford City Hoops
Oxford Blackbirds

Won 3-1
Won 5-1

U13 Yellows
U13

Chesterton
Oxford Blackbirds

Won 6-0
Lost 13-1

U15
U13 Yellows

Purley Jubilee
Garsington

Won 2-1
Drew 2-2

U13
U15

Europa Titans
Reading Utd

Lost 10-1
Lost 2-1

U12

Headington Yellows

Lost 15-0

U13 Yellows
U13

Abingdon Dragons
South Park Blue

Lost 10-0
Lost 11-1

U15

Abingdon

Won 4-3

Rob Andrews x2, Henry Bone x2,
Rob Fathers, Josh Nicholls, James
Smith, Louis Plafrey x2
Jamie Cattell, Matty Crossan x2

Continued overleaf/…
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…/Continued
Men’s Fixtures (Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2:30 p.m. in October and
2 p.m. in November)
Date
17/10/20
24/10/20
31/10/20
07/11/20
14/11/20

Youth Fixtures
Date
Sat 17/10/20

Sun 18/10/20

Sat 07/11/20

Team
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves

Home/Away
H
A
A
H
A
A (Cup)
H
H
A
A

Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15
Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12
Team
U7
U8
U9
U10 Yellows
U10 Green
U11
U12
U13 Yellows
U13 Athletic
U15
U7
U8
U9
U10 Yellows
U10 Greens

Sun 08/11/20

U11
U12
U13 Yellows
U13 Athletic
U15

Sat 14/11/20
Sun 15/11/20

U7
U13
U15
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Opposition
Yarnton
Mansfield Road Res
Marston Saints
Yarnton
Bure Park
Hanborough
Summertown Stars
Summertown Stars
Launton
Chinnor Reserves

Opposition
Trophy Event
Summertown Scorpians
Botley Boys & Girls
Garden City
Radley Youth
Wantage Town
Cumnor Minors Blues
Headington Youth Blues
Rose Hill
No Game
No Game
Grove Challengers
Abingdon Youth Green
Goring Robins Reds
Kidlington Youth
Warriors
Watlington Town
Heyford Park
Heyford Park
Cumnor Minors
Summertown Stars
Rebels
Grove Challengers
Summertown Stars
Kestrels
Didcot Town

Home/Away
H
H
H
H
A
A
A
A
H

H
A
H
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
H
H
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Employed Home Carers
Healthwatch Oxfordshire wants to hear from anyone who
works to provide care and support to someone in their own
home in Oxfordshire.
The county’s independent health and social care watchdog is asking people employed in home
care support—including those who work privately on a self-employed basis or for an agency—to
share their experiences of what this is like by completing an anonymous survey at
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Paidcarers/
The feedback received will help those who pay for and plan care in the county to understand what
is working well and what could be better.
Executive Director of Healthwatch Oxfordshire, Rosalind Pearce, said, “Carers do an extraordinary
job, but we know this is not always an easy one. If you work as a home carer please do take a few
minutes to fill in this survey and tell us what this is like and what support might make it easier.
What you tell us will be treated in confidence—we don’t need to know who you are, but we do
want to hear your views.”
If you’d prefer to talk this through over the phone, or to request a paper copy or translated version
of the survey, please call 01865 520520.
To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk.

Is debt keeping you awake at night?
A local face-to-face charity affected by lockdown has adapted to new ways of working
In “normal” times we at Christians Against Poverty (CAP) provide a completely
free, face-to-face service to help people tackle problem debt, meeting them in
their homes and supporting them right through the process. CAP is regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and has to follow clear guidelines around how it carries out
its service. The lockdown in March proved to be a challenge as we needed to change our way of
working.
Since May, following liaison between CAP’s Bradford based Head Office and the FCA, we have had
systems in place that allow us to link up with clients by phone or via online meeting apps, taking
each person through from the initial enquiry to providing tailored debt advice and beyond.
Jill Ewbank, who works at the Oxford Centre as a Debt Coach, says, “I have found that remote
‘visits’ work surprisingly well. Along with the rest of the team we are delighted to be able to be
back working and helping people sort out their debts despite ongoing restrictions.”
National figures suggest that the financial impact of coronavirus has been severe and that the
number of households facing unmanageable debt or severe financial difficulty has increased by an
extraordinary 65% since March.
If you are trapped in debt and can’t find a way out, we’re here to help. Our specialist debt help
services are free and local to you.
Please call our free helpline 0800 328 0006. For more information go to www.capdebthelp.org.
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Kennington History Society
The Kennington History Society has no plans to meet in 2020.
— Bob Johnston

CPRE Oxfordshire
Government Planning Reforms – have your say!
The Government is currently consulting on a major shake up to
the planning system that would see:
•

The introduction of nationally-imposed housing targets

•

An increase in housing numbers in the south-east, but a fall in other parts of the country

•

A significant reduction in local involvement. Community engagement would be largely
restricted to the Local Plan-making stage (as it stands, just one six-week consultation), with
the public thereafter losing their ability to scrutinise most individual planning applications.

Countryside campaigners CPRE Oxfordshire are concerned about the impact these changes will
have on our rural county. You can read more about the issues on their website at
www.cpreoxon.org.uk.
The Government’s White Paper, Planning for the Future, is out for consultation until Thursday 29 th
October, but the debate will continue thereafter, so there is still time to share your views with your
local MP.
Trustees Wanted
Do you care about your local countryside? Do you want to make a difference?
CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) Oxfordshire is the voice of the countryside in
Oxfordshire. We fight for the right development in the right place, and work to protect, promote
and enhance our amazing local landscapes and rural character.
Due to retirement of current members, we are looking for a number of new trustees, including a
treasurer, to join the team. By volunteering with us you will be helping to find positive solutions
for the issues facing the countryside and the environment. By applying your skills and experience
you can make a real difference and be a central part of our friendly and passionate charity.
To find out more, please contact our Branch Secretary Dorian Grier on dorian.cpre@gmail.com or
leave a message on our office phone 01491 612079. Role descriptions can be downloaded from
the CPRE Oxfordshire website www.cpreoxon.org.uk.
Application deadline is Saturday 31 st October in the first instance, but we are happy to receive
expressions of interest on an ongoing basis.
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Restarting face to face Adventure Cub Scouting
In line with Scout Association guidelines we have restarted our face to face
meetings with the Adventure Cub Scouts. This has involved very detailed risk
assessments which needed to be approved by the Scout Group, the Scout District and recorded by
the Scout County. We had to make changes to the way we run our programmes both indoors and
outdoors and we cleaned the Scout Hall to within an inch of its life to ensure we met all the Covid
safe requirements!
Planning the programme involved rethinking how we did activities, thinking about needing to
prepare individual activity packs for certain activities and how to keep Cubs and leaders safe; the
meetings would be different but still as much fun as we could make them!
A great team had spent a lot of the spring and summer sorting out the grounds of the Scout Hall
so it was in excellent condition when we had our first meeting.
All the effort was worth it when we had our first Cub meeting in September: a Welcome Back
outdoor picnic on a lovely summer’s evening. The Cubs spread their blankets and picnics in their
designated spot and it was as though we had never been away. There was a lot of noise and
chatter from both Cubs and leaders! Playing Splat in a socially distanced circle was a new
experience but great fun.
We have had an evening bug hunting around the Scout Hall. The Cubs had no problems finding lots
of millipedes, worms, tiny spiders and slugs and snails and different berries which seemed to hide
lots of tiny insects! The mud and dirt that surrounded these finds was pure coincidence!

With the September weather not being as kind as it might have been, we held our first indoor
meeting in late September which was the spaghetti and marshmallow tower building challenge!
Each Cub had their own pack of spaghetti and marshmallows and their own worktable. We
challenged them to build a structure: tower, pyramid or own design structure that would stand up
on its own. The Cubs met and exceeded this challenge with some amazing structures as shown in
the pictures—despite the odd marshmallow being eaten rather than being added to the structure!
Our Night Hike was great fun despite the rain arriving about 30 minutes before the weather
forecast said it should. Having made our way to the tow path we walked alongside the Thames as
it gradually darkened. The Cubs spotted bats flying around as dusk fell, and on a very fast flowing
river spotted swans, ducks and kayakers. The Cubs walked just over 3 miles, which will help them
earn their Hikes Away badges.
— Krys Daniels, Cub Scout Leader, Adventure Cub Scout Pack
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Kennington Environmental Action Group
New Green Homes Grant
Kennington residents may be interested to hear about a new £2 billion green homes grant
launched by the government on 30th September. The grant (which does not have to be repaid) is
available to help cover the costs of energy efficiency improvements to your home. This includes
low carbon heating systems, insulation and double glazing.
Up to £5,000 is available to cover ⅔ of the cost of green home improvements. Residents in receipt
of certain benefits can claim up to £10,000. The grant is available to homeowners and landlords.
You will need to be quick as the fund is only available for work completed by 31st March 2021.
The Money Saving Expert website gives the following example.
“If you install cavity wall and floor insulation costing £4,000, you'd only pay about £1,320, with the
Government contributing the remaining £2,680.”
To access the funding, you need to install at least one ‘primary’ improvement. These are either
•

insulation to the floors, walls or roof of your home, or

•

low carbon heating, e.g. an air source heat pump or solar thermal panels to heat hot water.

There are also ‘secondary’ improvements available for additional funding after you have installed
one of the above two primary improvements. These include:
•

draught proofing

•

replacing single glazing with double, triple or secondary

•

replacing older style and single glazed front doors (installed before 2020)

•

improvements to central heating controls and insulation

To find out more, visit
www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-homes-grant-scheme#available-measures
www.moneysavingexpert.com/utilities/green-homes-grant/#choose
— Marita Ford

Where in Kennington are these postboxes (answers)
Answers to the postbox puzzle on page 11.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Outside the Post Office on the main Kennington Road
Opposite the Best One shop on the main Kennington Road
Top of Poplar Grove, along The Avenue
Along The Avenue, just after St Swithun’s Road, just before Simpsons Way
On The Avenue, just up the hill from Sandford Lane
Bagley Wood Road, just past the Small World Nursery
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising
⅛ page 100×70 mm
£12
£70
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End)
01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802
All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
We shall not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been
cancelled.
Please remember during this time to:

Stay Alert
Protect all our Key-workers
Save Lives
Copyright Ⓒ Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submitters
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