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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
As I write this in November, I am acutely aware that by the time this goes to print and is
distributed we may or may not be coming out of this second lockdown and we will be moving
towards a very different sort of Christmas.
In this uniquely challenging year where so many folk across the nation are facing all sorts of
difficulties, the Church of England is inviting us to reflect on the twin themes of ‘comfort and joy’.
These are two words which hold together the message of Christmas, the good news of Jesus’
birth, bringing us light in the darkness, hope in the midst of difficulty and joy in the face of sorrow.
Christmas at St. Swithun’s will, of course, look rather different this year but do keep an eye out for
an angelic visitor in the church grounds! And check out our website (www.rskbenefice.org),
Kennington Connected and the church notice boards for more information as plans develop in line
with national guidelines.
Along with the Methodist Church and other community groups, we are partnering with St.
Swithun’s School to spread some extra Christmas cheer to those who might find this valuable this
year – see page 43 in this edition of the Chronicle to find out more.
More than anything at this time of year, I am aware of the promise of Christ’s presence with us, His
light shining in our world, made somehow all the more visible, all the brighter in the dark of
winter... the light of the Christ Child bringing a message of God’s consoling love and hope for the
future. May we all know the joy of the Christ Child this coming Christmas, and don’t forget to look
out for those angels!
— Revd Alison Mathew

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
During the last few days (and I am writing in mid-November) there seems to be a light beginning
to shine over the Coronavirus in the form of a vaccine. It’s a cheerful thought for these dark
November and December days. Let’s hold on to it.
But we have to be realistic. It’s going to be many months before any such vaccine is available to all
of us and it looks as if health restrictions are going to be with us for a long time to come.
December 2nd is not going to be a magic date by any means.
And so this year there will be no Gilbert & Sullivan just before Christmas and carols are going to be
an endangered species. As we look to the new year we see hope. Not for a few months maybe,
but as the year progresses there may be just the possibility...
And so, we maintain our hope. We meet together via Zoom each month and that lifts our spirits.
We keep thinking positively and believe the day will come when restrictions will be lifted. For the
moment however, may we wish all our friends a very happy Christmas, whatever the
circumstances may be, and every hope for 2021.
John Wesley famously said, “The best is yet to be.” Let’s hold on to that for the days ahead and
prove it to be true.
— Trevor Cowlett
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
Telephone: 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX
How good are you at waiting? Do you fit our stereotypical national image of waiting patiently in
queues without complaining, or does frustration sometimes overcome you? And how do you feel
when that dreaded music begins as you are waiting for a response from the other end of a
telephone call?
Whilst these situations may be stressful, there are, or course, many more serious occasions when
we simply have to wait - a hospital appointment, or test results, come to mind. Having to wait
can, however, also have more positive aspects to it, and it can be a sign of respect. Delaying what
you might want to say to allow another person to speak especially if they don’t find it easy so to
do, for example.
For many Christians, waiting is a theme associated with the days of Advent leading up to
Christmas. It is a time of preparation and anticipation, not only to celebrate the arrival of Jesus on
Christmas Day, but also in hope for a fuller realisation of the Kingdom of God on Earth, and for the
qualities of justice and peace to prevail. This kind of waiting can be passive, but also active as we
work for those things which are good.
As Advent calendars are slowly opened, and Advent candles lit, we prepare our homes and our
hearts for what might be a very different Christmas. Perhaps this year, with its continuing
limitations on what we might be able to do, Advent might take on a greater part in our lives as a
time of preparation for better days ahead.
However you wait, whether that is by choice, or because you have no alternative, I pray that you
may know God’s presence in this season of Advent, and a sense of peace at Christmas.
God bless, Stephen
— Revd Stephen Maunder, Minister Kennington Methodist Church
Worship at Kennington Methodist Church takes place on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. and we are
hoping to be able to resume our services in December. If they are permitted, then they will be
led as follows:
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December 6th

Mrs Gillian Dodds

December 13th

Revd Stephen Maunder - including Holy Communion

December 20th

Service to be led by members of the Congregation

Christmas Eve

3:00 p.m. Revd Stephen Maunder - Holy Communion

Christmas Day

Mrs Gillian Dodds

December 27th

No Service

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Christmas in Kennington
Unfortunately, Carols around the Tree has been cancelled this year, but we hope
you will join the festivities with a Christmas Carol trail around the village and look
out for Santa’s sleigh on 11th and 12th December. Please see page 48 for more
information.
Grants
At its November meeting, the Council gave a £1000 donation to The Royal British Legion’s 2020
Poppy Appeal. It also agreed a grant of £200 to the Children’s Air Ambulance, which has a
helicopter based in Oxford.
Christmas Trees
If you have a real tree this Christmas and you're a garden waste customer, Biffa will collect it - just
leave it by your brown bin (but please not in it, as it's tricky for the crews to get it out). If you're
not a garden waste customer, Christmas tree recycling has been arranged at Forest Side playing
field car park and Playfield Road car park – the collection date will be publicised as soon as it has
been received from the district council. Please do not block the green storage container at
Playfield Road, as the grit salt may be needed if it is icy.
Play Bark
The council would like to express a huge ‘thank you’ to the volunteers who helped with moving
the play bark at Playfield Road and Forest Side play areas. We couldn’t have done it so quickly
without you!
Covid-19 Pandemic
If you, or anyone you know, is struggling with the ongoing pandemic, please let us know if we can
help in any way. There is a lot of support available for those who need it, including help with food
shopping or someone to talk to on the ‘phone. Please email me at clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk or
call 01865 421126 to be put in touch with a local volunteer.
On behalf of the Parish Council, may I wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas and a
peaceful new year.
— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS — December 2020
Meetings are being held virtually until further notice. Please visit the website https://kenningtonpc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are welcome.
Thursday 3rd
th

Tuesday 8 & 29
Thursday 10th

th

7:30 p.m.

Finance Committee meeting

7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee meetings

7:30 p.m.

Kennington Parish Council meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Contact the Clerk on 01865 421126 or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.
5
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Age UK offers advice on Healthy Eating through the winter
Here is some information on…Healthy eating: fact or Fiction
(This article has been provided by the Botley & Kennington Patients’ Participation Group)
Low-fat food What's the myth? Low-fat foods are best for us. The reality: Although a diet that is
low in fat can help you to control your weight and lower your cholesterol, there’s no need to avoid
fat altogether. We do need some fat in our diets. For example, omega fats are great for circulation
and can reduce the risk of heart disease. Why not try...? Oily fish such as salmon, mackerel,
pilchards and sardines are good sources of omega fats. Use olive or sunflower oil for cooking, and
if you are trying to reduce the amount of fat you eat, there are a number of different options:
Trim visible fat from meat; choose lower-fat versions of traditional foods; buy or try making your
own oven chips instead of fried; save cakes, biscuits, pies and pastries for an occasional treat.
Fruit and veg What's the myth? Fruit and vegetables should be eaten fresh. The reality: Unless
you’re feeding a family, it can be hard to get through a variety of fresh fruit and vegetables before
they go off. Buying tinned or frozen means that you only use what you need, so there’s less waste.
Freezing preserves the food’s vitamin and mineral content, is a great way to get your
recommended 5-a-day and there is no wastage from peel, seeds and stalks. Why not try...? Why
not eat frozen vegetables with your meal, add them to soups and stews, stir tinned sweetcorn into
a salad, or enjoy frozen berries with yoghurt, ice cream or custard.
Cooked breakfasts What's the myth? A cooked breakfast is bad for you. The reality: Breakfast is an
important meal and a cooked breakfast can be a healthy way to set yourself up for the day. Eggs
are a brilliant source of lean protein, tomatoes are packed with antioxidants and grilled lean bacon
is a tasty addition. But have a think about how you cook the foods and instead of a "fry up" have a
"grill up". Why not try...? Give the frying pan a rest and opt for poached eggs or baked beans on
wholemeal toast.
Red meat What's the myth? Red meat will kill you. The reality: Recent research has linked red
meat to an increased risk of dying from heart disease and cancer. However, red meat is good for
you, as it’s an excellent source of protein, vitamin B12, zinc and iron. That’s why the Department
of Health advice says it’s safe to consume up to 500g per week. Victoria Taylor, Senior Heart Health
Dietician at the British Heart Foundation, says: 'Red meat can still be eaten as part of a balanced
diet, but go for the leaner cuts and use healthier cooking methods such as grilling. Why not
try...? Try not to overdo any one type of food and vary the protein part of your meal. Instead of
beef, lamb or pork-based meals, why not give chicken, beans or lentils a go?00
Snacks What's the myth? Snacking is bad for you. The reality: There’s nothing wrong with
snacking in between meals - provided that you don’t rely on chocolate, crisps, cakes and biscuits
to keep you going. Sometimes our appetite changes as we get older, and we don’t always fancy
eating big meals. This is where snacks can be helpful. Eating regularly helps our body maintain a
constant source of energy, so it’s fine to eat every 3-4 hours throughout the day. Why not
try...? Starchy foods make good, healthy snacks. A bowl of cereal with semi-skimmed milk or toast
with a healthy topping are great choices. You could also try a small lump of cheese with crackers or
fresh fruit.
Superfoods What's the myth? It’s important to eat superfoods. The reality: We often hear that
foods like blueberries, broccoli or spinach are ‘superfoods’ which are packed with nutrients and
beneficial to health. But there’s no evidence to show that they are any better for you than other
fruit and veg. There’s no legal definition for this rather unscientific marketing term, which is used
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to refer to foods with high levels of nutrients. These foods are no more "super" than good old
potatoes, tomatoes or apples.' Why not try...? Provided that you eat a ‘rainbow’ of fruit and
vegetables, you’ll get all the nutrients you need without spending a fortune on superfoods.
— Written by Ceri Roberts
For more information call the Age UK Advice Line on 0800 678 1602.

Kennington Athletic Football Club
Results and Fixtures – October (November matches cancelled due to
Covid-19)
Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)
Date

Team
1st

Opposition

Score

Kennington Goals

Marston Saints

Drew 3-3

Tom Butler, Rob
Andrews x2
Foley Sercombe
Dave Murphy, Henry
Bone
Dec Clerkin, Aiden DiToro, Michael
Hooten, Joel Holmes,
Oscar Griffiths x2

Sat 24.10.20

Men’s

Sat 31.10.20

Men’s Res
Men’s 1st

Heyford Reserves
Bure Park

Drew 1-1
Won 2-1

Men's Res

Hanborough
Reserves

Won 6-1

U12 Green

Cumnor Minors
Blues
Headington Youth
Blues
Rose Hill Youth

Won 5-3

Sun 18.10.20

U13 Yellows
U13

Won 14-4
Lost 8-0

Men’s Fixtures: (Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2:00pm)
Date

Team

Opposition

Home/Away

05.12.20

1st

H
A

12.12.20

1st

Charlton United
Cropredy
Development
Ashton Folly

19.12.20

Reserves
1st
Reserves

Yarnton Reserves
Yarnton
Bicester Hallions Res

Reserves

Youth Fixtures:

8

H (Cup) 1:30 p.m.
Kick Off
A
A
H

No games planned at the moment

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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1st Kennington Guides
The unit is continuing to meet online through lockdown. We have made zen
gardens and practised using them to find some peace in the current times. We learnt about
keeping safe in various weather conditions and baked snacks to take walking – flapjacks were a
popular choice and looked delicious!
As we were not able to take part in the village Remembrance Parade this year, members of the
unit marked the occasion from their doorsteps.
Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

3rd Kennington Brownies
Kennington Brownies are going on-line! After a break from face to face
meetings, we are due to start meeting again online before Christmas and
have some great activities lined up! We have two new leaders to help out – Susan (Snowy Owl) is
returning to the pack, together with new leader Rebecca to join Linda (Eagle Owl). We have been
in contact with all recent Brownies but if you have not heard from us yet, please do get in touch
and let us know you are interested. If you are new to Brownies and would like to join the fun, then
we would love to hear from you too!
Brownies is for all girls aged 7 – 10. If you’d like to join in, please contact Susan on 01235 520074
or 3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com. More information on Girlguiding and Brownies can be
found at www.girlguiding.org.uk
— Susan Baker, Brownie Leader

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Update on Events
Regrettably due to the Covid 19 virus, we have had to cancel the Social evening on 20th January
2021. The Committee regrets this bad news.
The next event is the talk on 17th February. This is not cancelled at the present time whilst we
continue to monitor the situation.
The accounts for the year ending 30th September 2020 were submitted to and approved by the
auditor in November. A summary will shortly be circulated to Committee. Anyone wishing to
examine the accounts should contact the Treasurer on 730961.
— Brian Peedell, Treasurer
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Stop Motion Scouts
Normally over the summer we would have been out camping or spending time
on the water, either sailing or kayaking (both firm favourites of the Scouts). Unfortunately, it was
not possible this year, but we have been active in other ways, for example we and many other
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Explorers and Leaders from around the country are currently taking part in
a virtual Race Around the World! The Scouts set themselves a target distance and then set about
getting sponsors to complete their walk. Once complete they log these miles online and submit
their donations to the Scout Association to help create a hardship fund for Scout Groups who are
at risk of closure and in desperate need of funds to remain open.
On Monday the 2nd of November, the Scouts presented
their previously made stop-motion videos. The theme of
the videos was “Promoting Scouting”. It was such a joy and
excitement to watch what the Scouts managed to
produce! Their imagination, ideas, humour, and the quality
of execution were astounding! Each of the ‘Directors’ gave
a short introduction and a flavour of “behind the scenes”
before the screening. Then the Scouts and the Leaders,
glued to their computer screens, were transported to
alternative universes where little Lego people were
making a camp fire; others had to prove their survival
skills having been chased through the jungle by wild
dogs; a plasticine kayaker got trapped and consumed by
a snake (clearly not a member of Scouts or a Scout not
paying attention!); a little girl in her 2D world of a piece
of paper was explaining how she enjoyed Scouting and
what activities she was most fond of; a bunch of cookies with an impressive Scouts
logo that miraculously baked themselves and many more. It was such great fun!
We would like to thank the Kennington Library staff all personally for supporting us and providing
us with an excellent virtual tour around the library and teaching the Scouts how to use the many
resources the library has to offer.
As you can imagine, it has been a challenge to keep Scouts going through such difficult times, and
as we head into our 9th month of online Scouting, it is amazing to see how the Troop has risen to
that challenge and are still going strong. Obviously, Leaders and Scouts alike are very keen to get
back to normal, but safety must come first, and despite meeting online for so long, we have been
finishing and awarding badges. The count as I am writing this, stands at 54 badges awarded, and 2
of those are the Chief Scout Gold Award, which is the top award in the Scout section. The level of
dedication and resilience these Scouts have shown, not only this year, but throughout their time
with us has been amazing. It really is a privilege to be able to present these awards.
Over the last few months, the Troop has continued to grow as we have welcomed 4 new Scouts,
with more waiting in the wings. At the start of the year we were in the early stages of trying to
open a second Scout Troop; this has obviously been extremely difficult since restrictions came in,
but the number of young people on the waiting list is only going up, and we need more adults to
join our team and help us provide opportunities and experiences to all the young people who are
sadly missing out. So, if anybody reading this would like to give it a go, please do get in touch, no
experience necessary, and the existing Leaders are more than willing to be on hand to help. It is a
very rewarding experience, and I would encourage anybody who is curious to give it go.
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I would like to conclude by thanking the leadership team for their enthusiasm in these trying
times, and all our Scout parents for their continued support. We now have young people on the
waiting list for every section. Please get in touch at Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com to offer some
time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.
Lastly - We would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas / Winter Holiday time!
— Matthew Rylatt, Karolina Rygiel, Warrior Scout Leader & Assistant Leader

Kennington Community Partnership
The Anniversary Pebble Trail was very successful. We received wonderful
painted pebbles from pupils, parents and the community, representing all dates
between 1890 and 2020. The pebbles have now been varnished – thanks to
Roger and Mary Dennett – and delivered back to school. The school will
incorporate these within the Sensory Garden which is nearing completion.

Photo courtesy https://www.lauragreenephotography.com/
Our Virtual Quiz was re-introduced for three weeks during October. Did you join in? We are
running another five weeks from 20 November to 18 December 2020 and the final week will be a
Christmas Themed Quiz. Registration is easy and it is easy to take part on your laptop or phone.
Each week costs £3 and profits benefit the school, the playgroup and the village youth club.
We continue to scan and identify many school photographs ready for publication next year. Do
you have personal photographs of school groups/activities, perhaps football and netball teams,
school outings or similar? Do let us know, or perhaps email a copy of the photos direct to
carolenewbigging@outlook.com.
Contact us through our Facebook page, email us at stsw130@gmail.com or telephone 01865
326691
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Support for Parents in Oxfordshire
Parents in Oxfordshire – are you getting the help and support you need?
Parents in Oxfordshire are being asked if they are getting the help and support they need in a new
research project by Healthwatch Oxfordshire. The county’s independent health and social care
watchdog wants to hear from parents about what support services are working well and where
there might be gaps.
Parents and organisations that provide support can have their say by completing this short,
anonymous online survey www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Parentsdoyougetthehelpandsupportyouneed
Healthwatch Oxfordshire will report back what it hears to The Oxfordshire Children’s Trust Board,
which works to improve outcomes for all children and young people in the county.
Executive Director of Healthwatch Oxfordshire Rosalind Pearce said: “We really want to hear from
as many parents as possible so we can build an accurate picture of what support is working and
what could be better. We’d particularly like to know what concerns they are facing as parents,
what help and support they might have received and how effective that was, as well as whether
they think there are any gaps in the support currently on offer.”
If you’d prefer to talk this through over the ‘phone, or to request a paper copy or translated
version of the survey, please call 01865 520520.
To find out more about Healthwatch Oxfordshire see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
— Vicky Tilley

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Day Centre News
Can we? Can’t we? Will we? Won’t we?

Re-open that is!

Whenever we post anything about the plans to re-open Kennington Memory Club Day Centre
sessions we seem to get overtaken by events. It was ‘all go’ for the November 12 th restart of the
sessions when Lockdown 2.0 was announced. Once the small print of what was and wasn’t
allowed under this new Lockdown had been studied, it appeared that such support group
activities could still go ahead. But members, who mostly fall into the extremely vulnerable
category, were understandably reluctant to attend, given the recently rising number of cases. So
re-opening plans have been shelved once more until circumstances become more favourable and
when members feel more comfortable about attending the sessions. The Trustees and staff are
keen that this should be as soon as possible. The Club website will be kept updated with the
situation.
In the meantime, if you would like to know more about the Club for yourself or someone you
know or care for, and to put someone’s name on the waiting list, please visit the website and
contact Helen, the organiser, on 07852 883496 or visit www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk.
— Isobel Birse
17
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Firstly, I must start by saying thank you to the Kennington residents,
Abingdon Green Gym and OPT volunteers who braved an extremely wet day on Saturday 31st
October to work hard at the Memorial Field. The conservation work party was focused on the
boundary along Radley Large Wood with activities including clearing some of the vegetation from
the bank of the stream and more scrub clearance. The bank clearance has begun to open up the
stream by removing any additional vegetation which may block the stream through the winter.
This is only the start of this work and will continue in the future. The scrub clearance removed
brambles and ivy from around the individual small trees enabling them to continue to flourish.
Even though the rain continued all morning, the enthusiasm and positivity of the team was a
delight to see and this enabled much work to be carried out. Thanks again.
Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT) owns 113 acres in Kennington keeping these fields green and free
from development. The fields are all managed traditionally and usually grazed by cattle seasonally.
However this has not happened this year. Everyone is welcome to explore these green spaces on
foot at any time as there is permissive access. Take time to walk around the Memorial Field
listening to the birds and contemplating the serenity of the surroundings, or perhaps a walk along
the riverbank at the Flood Meadows watching the herons poised to take a fish and listening to the
sound of the water rushing over the weir. Whichever route you choose to take please be mindful
that the ground is extremely wet and sturdy footwear (ideally wellies) are an essential!
As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. During these unprecedented times,
funding and support is vital to ensure that Oxford’s heritage and setting is maintained for future
generations. Becoming a member is easy – you can do so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by
telephoning the office on 01865 242918.
Finally, I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas. Best wishes and, keep safe and well.
— Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

NHS Covid-19 Vaccine Studies
Can you join more than 1,000 people in the Vale of White Horse district who have signed up to be
contacted about NHS COVID-19 vaccine studies in which they could take part?
Anyone aged 18 and over can sign up to the NHS COVID-19 vaccine research registry at
www.nhs.uk/researchcontact. Researchers then contact those who sign up to ask if they wish to
take part in vaccine studies that are due to open in their area. There is no obligation to take part
and people can withdraw at any time. Patient-facing healthcare workers and people from ethnic
minorities are particularly needed to sign up, to ensure vaccines work for everyone.
Thank you.
— Ryan Jewell, NIHR
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History of Kennington Quiz
‘Lockdown’ fun for the whole family
1. Where was the original war memorial built?
2. Who is the memorial field actually in memory of?
3. Why is The Tandem so called?
4. When did the building of the new St Swithun’s Church begin?
5. Where does the name 'Links Road' come from?
6. What other method of leisurely transport was used to get to the Tandem?
7. What is the meaning behind the naming of 'Blackman Close'?
8. Before 1935, what was where the McIntyre building is now?
9. Why is St Swithun’s Churchyard – the parish cemetery - so far from the church?
10. How and when did the Oxford Preservation Trust obtain the Kennington Flood Meadows?
11. Where was the old laundry?
12. Where was the old dairy?
13. Where was the first school in Kennington?
14. Why was it dangerous to travel to Abingdon in the 18th Century?
15. When was the building of the old Church of St Swithun completed?
16. Where does the name 'Colley Wood' come from?
17. What is the earliest recorded name of Kennington?
18. When was the new St Swithun’s Church completed?
19. Before the cemetery on Sandford Lane existed, where were people from Kennington
buried?
20. Which is the oldest known building in Kennington?
Bonus question:
Which building in Kennington has jowled posts?
— Isabella Lindsay
Answers on page 43

Kennington Women’s Institute
Hello again to all our members! It has been such a long time since we have
been able to hold our usual monthly meetings. However, we must remain
positive that the situation will improve in 2021.
We have all managed to get through the first lockdown and I am confident that, if we continue to
remain upbeat and hopeful, we will survive these latest restrictions to our usual routines.
We are really hoping that the regulations will be relaxed so that we can meet family and friends
over the festive holidays. In the meantime Seasons Greetings to you all.
Stay safe and well until we meet again.
— Maureen Palma
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Poppy appeal for the Royal British Legion
Thank you all, the generous people of Kennington. We have banked £2616.
This included £1050 from Linda Marshall's mask sale. Thank you, Linda!
It seems you all took notice of our appeal to buy your poppies locally. There is still money to come,
so we will not be far behind last year's total.
That is amazing, given the circumstances. Many thanks to you all.
Alison Peedell, Poppy Appeal Organiser.

Thank you all SO much for the generous donations given for my Poppy Face Masks. I am thrilled to
say I was able to send £1,050.00 to the Royal British Legion
Thank you from Linda Marshall
Poppy Appeal
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
In early November 2020, we headed into the second English national lockdown, and once again,
nature came to our aid offering an escape, either on our socially distanced walks, in our gardens,
or just that which we see out of the window. We realised it during the first lockdown, and we are
appreciating it again this time too. But during the period of relative freedom between the
lockdowns, I saw people easily forgetting the lessons we had learnt from nature.
Until we truly learn something, lessons will often repeat, and keep knocking on our door. Will we
remember to keep allowing nature into our lives when this second lockdown is over? Which it will
be at some point, I assure you!
Many of us are now working from home more, and maybe more able to take regular breaks out in
nature to recharge, which maybe wasn’t so easy when office based. One homeworker said to me
the other day that they are working ridiculously long hours now they are based at home, with no
breaks - even longer hours than when they were working in the office it seems! I suggested they
take a walk in nature now and then, ensuring they get the break they so craved. They shrugged
this off saying they didn’t have time to go for walks and have breaks. There is always time though!
Now, their employer wouldn’t be expecting them to forgo their breaks, and reduce their
productivity, would they?
It is our own responsibility to take breaks and look after ourselves when working from home.
There is always time for breaks, and for allowing nature into those periods of time. The fact that
this person who was now working from home was working, working, working, working, was
largely down to their misaligned self-discipline, and obsessive tendencies, not their employer’s
slave-driving culture.
The nature in our parks, our streets, our gardens, out of our windows is calling us; we just need to
allow ourselves to take a break and hear it.
Mind how you go, and be sure to look after your wellbeing during these strange times. Maybe
stop, ask yourself how you actually feel. If we know how we actually feel, we stand a chance of
being able to do something about it, and enjoy the good moments more.
Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt
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Wild About Kennington
Our small team have been plug planting some native wildflowers in some of the verges which will
be left un-mown in 2020. So next year, as well as seeing which flowers are already growing there,
we can also look forward to some Ox-eye daisy and meadow cranesbill. We had hoped that plug
planting could have been a community event, but due to lockdown, this was not possible. We
hope to be able to invite volunteers to plant some more in the Spring.
Don’t miss your chance to take part in this competition for children aged 5-13, see below. As well
as seeing your artwork on verge signs throughout the village, winners will bag these prizes: book
(1st prize), identification sheets, stickers and chocolate ladybirds!

Wild about Kennington
Design a Logo Competition
Entry Deadline: Sunday 20th December
If you love local wildlife and are aged 5 - 13, then this is a competition for you. In 2021 some of the
grass verges in Kennington will not be cut. Instead, long grass and flowers will provide food and
hiding places for pollinators such as bees, butterflies and moths as well as helping other local
wildlife. A new local group, Wild about Kennington, will put up signs to explain this. Can you
design a logo? The overall winner will see their design on signposts throughout the village. Prizes
for winners in each category. Ages 5-7, 8-10, 11-13 yrs.
Your logo should be drawn inside a circle of 13 cm in diameter.
Remember to include your name, age and contact email or number. Entries should be submitted
by Sunday 20th December to WildaboutKennington, 47 Playfield Rd, Oxford, OX1 5RS or emailed to
wildaboutkennington@gmail.com
— Alison, Gillian, Halcyon, Marilyn, Rosey and Rowan (Wild About Kennington)
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Sollar Music
Sometimes soothing, sometimes uplifting, music is a powerful thing.
You may have used music recently to help boost your mood during
these difficult times, or perhaps found yourself more susceptible to film music that makes us cry at
just the right moment!
Who am I?
I am a professional musician as part of my portfolio career, or jigsaw-life
as I prefer to call it. You might also have met me teaching yoga, or in
Oxford’s Visitor Information Centre, and although I enjoy a good dance
around the kitchen my musicality is most likely to be found on a concert
stage in an orchestra or chamber music group. I play the viola and am
normally right in the middle of the sound, enjoying hearing and
conversing with all the parts around me.
When all my musical work was cancelled in March, I contributed to some online musical projects,
but I was really missing being in the midst of musical vibrations – the computer even with
surround sound speakers just doesn’t have the same effect. Later in the summer I played in a few
outdoor concerts, which were really lovely in the fine weather, but they didn’t have the same
feeling for me, as, much like our breath, sound drifts away on the air as soon as it is made.
As it became clearer that the larger orchestras were going to find it difficult to arrange live
performances with social distancing, I decided to arrange some small, distanced, local concerts
ready for as soon as we were allowed. Thus, Sollar Music was born. I have arranged two
programmes in Oxford so far and I am planning a Christmas concert in my home village, at St
Swithun’s Church, on 19th December.
Christmas Concert in Kennington
In this concert I am inviting some of my favourite local musicians to play with me, and I am
choosing some treasured, soothing, and uplifting music. I am enjoying not only playing and being
in the sound of my fellow musicians again, but also a renewed appreciation of sharing the
experience with the audience.
I think of our Christmas concert programme as an indulgent selection box (the chocolate sort will
no doubt come with Christmas too) presented by a string quartet. The selection is from pieces of
my favourite Christmas music: the reassuring, beautiful sounds of Handel’s Messiah (caramel
centre?); dances from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker to transport you to the ballet (Turkish delight?);
Winter from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons to hear how icicles sounds (mint choc chip?), and of course,
some Christmas carols (all the rest!).
I really hope the concert will be possible – depending on what the end of lockdown brings - and
that I will be able to share these musical treats with you.
For more information and to book please take a look at www.sollarmusic.org or call me on 07941
631809.
— Vanessa McNaught Allen
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Kennington Environmental Action Group
Top tips to reduce waste this Christmas
There’s no doubt that the festive season generates a lot of waste. Whether it’s the pile of
uneaten food in the fridge that slowly goes off, or the boxes and boxes of packaging and
wrapping put out on the kerbside. Every year I feel dismayed by the amount of waste my family
generates. So, I asked the Kennington Environmental Action group for their top tips to help my
family reduce their waste this Christmas. Maybe you too might be inspired to try some of them?
Gifts:
1.
Embrace second hand - consider buying second hand presents this year, either in charity
shops or on online sites (such as Facebook marketplace, ebay, and gumtree). You can find
excellent quality stuff and you'll be saving the planet’s resources.
2.
Avoid ‘stuff’ - Try not to buy gifts no-one really wants just for the sake of it, they just add to
other people's clutter. Instead give consumable gifts that you know they will actually use, eat or
plant. Even better, instead of a physical gift, promise a day out or an evening of babysitting.
3.
Communicate -Tell your family that you'd prefer second-hand, "re-gifted", charity or homemade presents.
4.

Do a Secret Santa rather than everyone getting a present for everyone.

Packaging and wrapping:
1.
Avoid glitter - Go for wrapping paper, cards, gift tags etc. that are not glittery as you can't
recycle it and they add microplastics to the environment. If you love the stuff, you can get
biodegradable glitter.
2.
Wrap it Up - Make your own wrapping by cutting out colourful pages from magazines. Even
newspaper can make nice wrapping with a pretty ribbon or paper decoration. Make your own gift
tags from last year's Christmas cards. Avoid sellotape which is not recyclable. Try masking tape or
ribbon instead.
3.
Re-use - Unwrap gifts carefully and smooth out the paper. The best way to recycle it is just
to use it again (some of ours has been doing the rounds of family for several years). Ribbons and
bows can also be re-used several times, as can gift bags.
4.

Get creative - Bits of paper that are too small to re-use can be recycled in all sorts of ways:
• Cut strips and make paper chains
• Cut diamond shapes and fold over a length of ribbon or string to make bunting
• Use with toilet-roll middles to make your own crackers (you can buy the 'snaps')
• Use as decorative paper to make your own cards
• Use for all sorts of children's crafts

5.
Ask about packaging - Online sellers will package things with newspaper and cut down on
plastic packaging if you ask them to with a comment when you place an order. It also helps to
send a message to sellers that customers don't want plastic packaging. Obviously this works
better for the likes of ebay, etsy etc and for small, independent businesses than for the likes of
Amazon.
31

Decorations:
1.
A lifetime of sparkle! - tinsel and baubles will last for years, as will artificial trees. If you
want a change of colour theme, just put the old ones away - in a few years you might want them
again.
2.
Freecycle - If you definitely don't want your old decorations, offer them to someone else
on Freegle(www.ilovefreegle.org/), Freecycle(www.freelywheely.com/freecycle/oxfordshire) or
Kennington Connected.
3.
Get creative - Home-made decorations are fun to make - and doing things like this together
make for nice family traditions and memories.
4.

Think about energy - if you buy lights, get LED ones.

Food:
1.
Keep it in proportion - No need to go crazy, just think of it as a regular 'Sunday dinner' with
a few special touches. It doesn't have to be turkey: for a smaller gathering, or if you are going
away shortly afterwards, choose different meats but go for the best quality (and animal welfare
standard) you can afford.
2.
Pudding sense - Some things, like Christmas pudding, will keep well. If you're too full on
the day, don't cook it if no-one will eat it, save it for another time (Christmas pud will keep for
many months). Alternatively, 'recycle' uneaten pudding by mixing the cooked, cooled pudding
with softened vanilla ice-cream and re-freeze for a different treat!
3.
Plan for leftovers - have a plan for the potential leftovers. Rather than allowing anything to
go to waste, have some great recipes on hand to use them up. Jamie Oliver is great for thisi as is
the BBC Good Food websiteii.
4.
Lose the veg plastic - Buy supermarket veg loose rather than in plastic. Alternatively, get
veg delivered in a veg box (Riverford, Abel &Cole and Oddbox all deliver to the village). Give a
refill station a try to refill containers - locally you can refill pasta, rice, cereals, dried fruit etc at
several branches of Waitrose and a wider range including spices at local wholefood stores (Market
Garden in Eynsham and Just Trading in Wallingford).
5.
Support local businesses – Mayfield eggs, Peachcroft, Wells farm, Millets farm, Oxford
Covered Market. All have a range of Christmas produce with less distance to travel to get to you!
So, in a world where;
• as much as 83 square kilometres of wrapping paper ends up in UK rubbish bins every
Christmas (enough to cover an area larger than Guernsey)iii
•

over 21 million people receive at least one unwanted gift each year (and worse still, a
small percentage of those (around 5%) will be immediately binned)iv

•

and over four million Christmas dinners are thrown away every year (that’s equivalent to
263,000 turkeys, 7.5 million mince pies, 740,000 portions of Christmas pudding and 11.3
million roast potatoes)v

why not choose a few ideas from the above tips to help reduce waste in Kennington this
Christmas!
— Helen Wenham
I
ii
iii
iv
v
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https://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/category/course/leftovers/
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/leftovers-recipes
https://www.cbenvironmental.co.uk/docs/Recycling%20Activity%20Pack%20v2%20.pdf
https://www.finder.com/uk/unwanted-gifts
https://www.zerowasteweek.co.uk/zero-waste-christmas/
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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From the Editor
It is hard to believe that Christmas is here. The year has
certainly flown. For all of us, it has been a strange year, one
that we could not have foreseen, nor expected … and
certainly one we would not wish to have again. So many
people have lost loved ones and close friends and our
thoughts at this time of year turn to them and to those
whose lives have been severely affected by the pandemic.
On a happier note, we have had a good year at the
Chronicle with several new contributors providing
interesting articles. During the first lockdown our three
online-only versions were well received. The Kennington
History Quiz in this month’s magazine was devised by a new
teenaged contributor and there are interesting articles on
the birds of Kennington and Sollar Music by other new contributors. I hope you enjoy them!
I am grateful for the dedication and commitment of the whole Chronicle team to ensure that the
magazine is brought to you every month. This is my opportunity to thank everyone who volunteers
on this team – the deliverers, distributors, contributors, treasurer and advertising co-ordinator,
producer and our technical supporter. Thank you too to our advertisers and printers. Everyone
does their bit, and we hope you continue to read and enjoy what we publish. Please do write to
me with any suggestions or just feedback so that in 2021 we can bring you an even better
Chronicle!
The Parish Council has provided details of exciting plans for Christmas in Kennington this year,
though sadly without the popular Carols Around The Tree. At the time of publication, we do not
know what the restrictions will be like over the Christmas period. Whatever they are, the Chronicle
Team wishes all our readers a Happy Christmas and a bright and healthy 2021! As we reflect on
2020, we must be positive and look forward with renewed hope to happier times when we can
truly rejoice with family and friends. See you in 2021!
— Amena Sutton

Thank you to three of our volunteers who will no longer be delivering the Chronicle:
•

Karen Douglas delivered the Chronicle along Kennington Road for 15 years. Karen says,
“Please would you pass on my thanks to all the Team, and my appreciation for the work
that you all do to produce such an excellent and valuable magazine for the village.”

•

Eileen Johnson has been delivering to The Avenue and then St Swithun’s Road for over 15
years. Eileen said, “I enjoyed delivering the Chronicle as I got to know so many different
people and I shall miss it.”

•

Joyce Gibbard delivered the Chronicle on Bagley Wood Road but has now moved away to
Axminster in Devon. Joyce says, “I have enjoyed delivering the Chronicle which was always
a good walk with the dog. My best regards to Eckhard and tell him I shall miss the gateway
chats! Please wish all the Chronicle Team well.”

We are indeed grateful to these ladies who gave of their time unselfishly over a number of years.
We wish them well.
— The Editorial Team
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Kennington Youth Club
As the end of October loomed, we completed our youth-led evaluations of youth
work, made our plans for the future and played some slightly wacky games that
involved pegs and a pool noodle. Trust me, it’s more fun than it sounds.
We decided to shift our meeting times and instead of taking half-term
off, we met during that week for our annual Halloween party. Lots of
young people arrived dressed in scary outfits and there were games
(and sweets) aplenty, from a nightmare strategy challenge to traditional
‘doughnuts (not) on a string’. We say not on a string because we
couldn’t find any so reverted to plates on the floor, which worked well.
We made sherbet and played pin the spider on the web. The hall was
decorated as amazingly as it always is and thanks go to those who
helped with this and running the two back to back parties. It was a long day but really worth it.
We took the opportunity the following week to hold a long overdue
committee meeting. It is an interesting time for youth club. Our
committee members have been on the go since the start of the year and
continued to provide an essential service weekly and sometimes twiceweekly throughout lockdown. Our fundraising team have been slowly
and steadily raising some essential funds to keep us afloat and it’s
looking promising for the future. But none of this has been without its
challenges, including personal and health issues. We have had to have a slight governance
restructure as a result, and we still need a secretary. If you know someone who can take minutes
of meetings a few times a year, we’d love to hear from you.
When the government called another lockdown, we realised that this
time, continuing to remain open was beyond our means both physically
and mentally, and our team needed time to pause and plan for a return to
face to face sessions, so that is what we have been doing. It was
somewhat sad that having only had the hall open to hirers for a couple of
months that we had to close again, but it does mean we have a clear run
of time in which to do some essential maintenance works so we’re not having a complete break.
In essence we’re having our summer holiday now.
Having said that, as I write, we are but days away from our Christmas Fair. Originally planned for
the village centre, our team have been so clever in moving it online and we already have nearly 20
stallholders and more than 315 people buying and selling. It’s very exciting.
May I take this opportunity, on behalf of the entire team at Kennington Youth Club, to wish you all
a peaceful Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year.
50:50 Draw Winners November
1st Place

Ball 61

£36.40

2nd Place

Ball 57

£10.40

3rd Place

Ball 35

£5.20

Previous draw winners are announced online at www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We’ve raised more than £1600 through the draw. If you are interested in supporting
us in this way, it really makes a big difference, so please check our website. You can also shop with
us and raise funds for the club at no extra cost.
— Roy Peach
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

It was lovely to see so many customers when the library reopened. Thank you for
respecting the measures in place to keep yourself and others safe. Following the latest lockdown
we hope to open again on Friday 4th December at 2 p.m. However, please check for latest
information on the OCC website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries

ONLINE COFFEE TALK: 2020 BEST READS 2nd December 11am
The December coffee talk is a chance for members to share
their book recommendations.
To facilitate sharing during the meeting a selection of
recommendations will be put together into a presentation.
Please submit your recommendations to:
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
by Sunday 29th November for them to be included in the
session on 2nd December. Please provide the author and
title of the book and a few words on why you enjoyed it.
Please continue to send recommendations up to 31 st
December to have them included in the full list that will be
collated and issued to members in January.
To attend the talk, please email: FOKL.meeting@gmail.com
not later than 6pm on Tuesday 1st December. You will be
sent a link to join the meeting using Google Meet.

Do you have some time to help out in Kennington Library?
The Library is looking for volunteers to work with a friendly team of library staff to ensure the local
community has access to its local library and the services it provides.
We are currently looking for help on Wednesday mornings, Friday afternoons and Saturday
mornings, when the library is open, ideally for an hour and a half at a time.
We are especially interested to hear from volunteers age 18 to 65 years old. Full training and
equipment will be provided. If you are interested in applying, please email the manager,
Dominique, with your contact details at dominique.henderson@oxfordshire.gov.uk, or ring the
library on 01865 730763, or simply pop in for a chat.

Christmas closure
At the time of submission, the expectation is that the library will close on Wednesday 23 rd
December at 12:30 p.m. and reopen on Wednesday 6 th January at 10 a.m., but please check the
website for the latest information.
The staff and volunteers wish a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!
For latest information see:
Follow us on Facebook:
FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen:
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell:
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:

www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
We are all now well-established in the routines and expectations of school and
enjoying being back together as our school community, albeit in a Covid-secure
way. We are focusing very much on maths and English at the moment, to
enable the children to catch up after such a long time away from school in the
spring and summer. However, we continue to take advantage of every possible opportunity to
enhance the children’s experiences in school. You never know what might ‘light a fire’ for a child
and inspire them to develop a particular talent or interest.
We were very excited to have the chance recently for our Year 5 and 6 pupils to work with The
Oxford Research Centre in the Humanities (TORCH: www.torch.ox.ac.uk) and Fusion Arts, an arts
organisation that has been supporting artists since 1977 (www.fusion-arts.org).
TORCH and Fusion Arts are currently collaborating on an art project: Under
the Lens. For us, this involved a live zoom call into the classroom with the
artist-photographer from Fusion. In the classrooms, we were fortunate to
be able to welcome Dr Victoria McGuiness, who is Head of Cultural
Programming and Partnerships in the Humanities Division of the University
of Oxford. Vicky facilitated the sessions, which involved the children using
cyanotype paper to make pictures.
Engineers used to use this
photographic printing process over 100 years ago and it gave them a simple
and cheap way to make copies of drawings. Because of their colour, they
were called blueprints.
The children learnt about the science of this process, and the way in which
it was used by Anna Atkins, an English botanist, who is believed to be one
of the first female photographers (possibly THE first). She published books
about British algae and seaweed, and these are thought to be the first
books with photographs.
Using the same technique, the children produced their own blueprints
using nature as their inspiration. As you can see, using leaves, they have
created fantastic artwork! As many of these as possible will be used to
create an installation of external boards on the railings of the old Radcliffe
Infimary and an online exhibition on their websites, so do look out for
these if you get the chance. We are extremely grateful to Vicky for giving our children this
wonderful opportunity.
As December arrives, we are already busy preparing for Christmas in school, which will of course
be very different for all of us this year. We are all finding different ways of doing things. Our
Christmas productions, which our Early Years and Key Stage 1 departments do every year, will still
be happening, but we can’t have audiences in school. As a result, supported by Ms Partington, our
IT technician, our teachers and support staff are developing their skills as film directors and
producers! Our plan is to film the plays and make the resulting videos available for parents and
grandparents.
On behalf of everyone in the St Swithun’s school community, we would like to wish all Chronicle
readers a healthy, happy and peaceful Christmas and festive period.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Answers to the Kennington History Quiz
1. On the corner of Cow Lane, next to the Church
2. Six men who lost their lives in the Second World War. Their names are on the gate posts
and the field was kept as an open space for posterity
3. In the 19th century, fashionable young men liked to speed around with an extra horse on
their carriages (in tandem) which wasn't allowed within the city limits so they would add
another horse at the inn
4. The foundation stone was laid in 1956
5. That land was near to the site of the old Oxford University Golf Course
6. Punting, until the stream was filled in during the war
7. The cul-de-sac was named in 1996 to commemorate Geoffrey Blackman, a much-loved
family doctor in Kennington for 40 years.
8. Before 1935, the building that is now the McIntyre centre was a group of cow sheds
9. Because the land was gifted separately in 1913 by Norton Disney, who had also donated
land for the Church.
10. Bought from Colin and Olive Walker (1972) and bequeathed by John Tait (2001)
11. The old laundry was at the junction between St Swithun's and Bagley Wood Roads
12. The old dairy was where the house of that name still stands (21 Bagley Wood Road)
13. The first school was on the site of the current Kennington Health Centre
14. Highwaymen used to lie in wait for travellers along Bagley Wood Road (before the Avenue
existed)
15. 1828
16. The name comes from a part of Bagley Wood called 'Colley's Ladder' as the nearby
'Hangman's Bottom' was deemed unsuitable
17. Cenigtun (9th century)
18. 1958
19. In Radley
20. The Manor House (211 Kennington Road) 1629
Bonus question - The Manor House barn

43

44

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

From the Low Carbon Hub – Energy saving for small businesses

Local businesses could save money every year and cut their carbon emissions at the same time.
Here’s how!
Buildings are responsible for 29% of our carbon emissions according to the UK Committee on
Climate Change. Of course, heating and electricity are necessary to keep our businesses running
and our employees and customers comfortable. But, in the UK, many of our buildings are old and
inefficient. We waste energy through the outdated fabric of our buildings - single-glazed windows,
uninsulated walls or roofs, high energy lightbulbs, and more – in our workplaces as well as our
homes.
So what can we do about it? The answer is energy efficiency. This could be draught-proofing
around windows and doors to reduce heat loss, or installing a low carbon heating system to
replace your old, faulty boiler.
But these measures all cost money, and for small or medium sized businesses it can be difficult to
find the time or money to spend on improving energy efficiency. Energy Solutions Oxfordshire has
been set up to address this problem head-on. It is a collaboration between local social enterprise,
the Low Carbon Hub, and the not-for-profit Environmental Information Exchange unit at Oxford
Brookes University.
It is a complete, ‘one-stop’ service, making energy efficiency improvements as simple as possible
to help organisations save money on their energy bills whilst minimising their carbon footprint.
They look after the whole process for the business, and if upfront costs are a problem, they’ll do
their best to help the organisation access low-interest loans and finance opportunities.
The development of Energy Solutions Oxfordshire is supported by funding from the UK
Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy’s Boosting Access for SMEs to Energy
Efficiency (BASEE) competition. This funding means that until March 2021 the service is free until
the point when improvements are implemented – meaning that right now you can access their
expert advice on recommended measures, project planning, suggested contractors, a
measurement and verification plan to measure savings, and more for no cost.
So, if you own, or work for, a local business which you think could do more to improve energy
efficiency at its premises, now is the time to do something about it. Head to
www.energysolutionsoxfordshire.org/register or email hello@energysolutionsoxfordshire.org to
get started.
— Tabitha Whiting, Low Carbon Hub

Kennington History Society
I can confirm that the KHS do not intend to meet again until next year some time.
— Bob Johnston
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Birds of Kennington Parish
How many different kinds of wild bird are in your neighbourhood? Have a guess.
Some birds are impossible to miss: the Robins, Blue Tits and
Blackbirds that set up home in most of our gardens, the gulls
that trek high overhead at dawn and dusk, the Mallard ducks
squabbling in the river, the yapping flocks of Jackdaws, and
the Red Kites patrolling the skies like dragons. Then there are
other common birds that you won’t see every day, but which
live year-round in local habitats of woodland, parks, flood
meadows, ponds and riversides. Then add the insect-eating
swallows and warblers that come here from southern Europe
and Africa to spend the summer, and the winter-visiting
thrushes from northern Europe.

Yellow Wagtail

Fun fact: in the 5 square kilometres of Kennington Parish, you can find 88 species of birds. At least,
that’s the number I and others have recorded here over the last 3 years. Most are quite common,
and a few of them, like Feral Pigeons, Pheasants and Canada Geese aren’t fully wild or native. But
there are many remarkable and beautiful wild birds living almost on your doorstep.
The River Thames runs along the eastern edge of the parish, and if you walk along the banks you
have a fair chance of seeing a bird so brilliantly coloured that it would look more at home along a
tropical African river than in Oxfordshire. The metallic blue and orange Kingfisher is wary of
humans, and the best way to find one is to listen out for its loud shrill flight-call. On the
Kennington side of the river, the cattle-grazed flood meadows provide hunting grounds for the
magical Barn Owl, which can sometimes be seen hunting for voles at dusk.

Fieldfare

Our parish’s most extensive natural habitat is Bagley Wood, owned by
St John’s College. Conifer plantations in the wood attract seed-eating
finches including Redpolls, Siskins and even Crossbills, which can
extract seeds from cones by prying them open with their curiously
twisted beaks. In woodland you tend to hear birds before you see
them: Buzzards and Kites during the day, Tawny Owls at night. In spring
and summer when the small birds sing in the leafy canopy, your ears
are more useful than your eyes!

Parks and gardens are the easiest places to watch birds closely, especially at bird feeders. As some
of us discovered during the Covid lockdown in spring, there may well be a couple of dozen
different species to find without leaving your house, including Robins, Blackbirds and Blackcaps,
excellent singers all. Put out fruit and you may attract winter migrants like Fieldfares and Redwings
– Kennington gardens have even had a visit from wandering Waxwings in one recent year.
As charity begins at home, so does a knowledge and care of nature. We’re very lucky in
Kennington to have a variety of fine wildlife sites on our doorstep. I urge everyone to discover the
wildlife where you live. To learn more and share your sightings, you can join the Wildlife of
Kennington Parish Facebook group at www.facebook.com/groups/264139417660366, and visit
the website www.kenningtonwildlife.org.uk to find out just what those 88 birds are!
— Sylfest Muldal (photos by the author)
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Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society (KADS)
In normal times, we'd be using this space to remind you about tickets for our upcoming panto but,
as you may or may not know, we've sadly had to put those plans on hold for the moment.
However, we're not going to dwell on the negative (oh no we're not) so we thought we'd share
some of our good memories from this year instead.
•

Our January pantomime, Cinderella, was a huge success with very happy audiences being
part of the fun. We had a visit from BBC Radio Oxford and we even won an award for Best
All Round Production in the Oxfordshire Drama Network competition!

•

Our chosen charity Ronald McDonald House Oxford was well supported in our panto
collection, and we managed to reach our goal of £5,000, meaning we will sponsor a room
at the brand new house which opened during the summer. We'll be able to share more
about this in the coming months.

•

We managed to get through the early months of lockdown in high spirits with our 'You Sing
the Song' series, with members singing along to some well-known hits just for a bit of fun you can see the videos on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/KenningtonADS).

•

We started making plans for a special show tying in with the village VE Day celebrations.
Although we had to cancel this due to the pandemic, we are hoping to revisit parts of this
in a future show, all being well next year.

Thank you to everyone who has supported us in 2020, either by coming to see the pantomime,
spreading the word about the society, helping out in any way possible, and just being there to
keep us going. It's what makes being part of this community so great.
Enjoy the festive season as much as you can and stay safe. See you all in 2021!
— Sarah Ellner

New Year’s Day Walk
Do join me for the 36th
New Year’s Day Boundary Walk
Friday 1st January 2021
Departing Village Centre Car Park 11 a.m.
A GENTLE RAMBLE
For information call: Roger Dennett 07837 191893
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising
£12
£70
⅛ page 100×70 mm
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End)
01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802
All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
We shall not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been
cancelled.
Please remember during this time to:

Stay Alert
Protect all our Key-workers
Save Lives
Copyright Ⓒ Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submitters
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