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Parochial Treasurer
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Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 415105

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.stswithunskennington.org) for up to date information

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999

POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101

NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111

County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209

Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353

Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060

Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911

Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com

OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422

OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111

OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802

Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126

Village Centre Bookings.......................hallmanagerkvh@gmail.com........................07843 743718

Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422

What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

‘How are you feeling today?’

During the latest lockdown, we have all missed seeing family and neighbours. Just having a friendly
chat always seems to lift the spirits.

If you are not feeling your usual self or feeling a bit low at the moment, you’re not alone. It is
perfectly natural, and there are simple things that can help. Read most magazines and newspapers
and you’ll find plenty of tips – and two things in particular always appear in these lists:

The power of sunlight. Natural daylight has a positive effect on how our bodies function. So take
the opportunity to have your one session of exercise outside each day, or just sit and enjoy the sun
shine  in  your  garden,  even  making  sure  that  you  have  natural  light  in  your  room  makes  a
significant difference: let the sunshine in!

The power of a chat. We are social animals, and research shows that if we are missing out on
talking to other people, our bodily health starts to be affected, as well as our mental wellbeing. At
this time, we have to avoid any physical contacts except with those in our bubble, but we can still
keep those Facetime, Zoom and ‘phone calls going. 

And if  you are wondering who you could have a ‘phone chat with you can always call  Phone
Friends – a service we have developed over the past months to help try and support folk in these
difficult  times.  Their  team of  trained helpers  are  there  just  for  friendly  conversation -  always
confidential. Ring Mary on 07729 081498 or 01235 5371218, and she will arrange a Phone Friend
to call you.

Our  church  services  continue online  and  for  more  information about  what’s  going  on  in  our
churches and how you can join in do take a look at our website, www.rskbenefice.org, or ‘phone
one of the clergy team. We are always up for a chat too! We have online worship for children and
families as well as more formal services and time simply to chat. St. Swithun’s continues to be
open for private prayer on a Wednesday and a Sunday. All are welcome to use this peaceful space
for prayer or simply to sit and take some time away from the news or the pressures of work. 

Every blessing to you and yours,

— Revd Alison Mathew
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone: 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX

I was interested to hear of a poll by English Heritage designed to explore the public’s view on
keeping Christmas decorations up for longer this year. Apparently some of their properties are not
taking them down until February 2nd, and English Heritage wanted to know our thoughts on this.

February 2nd is the date for Candlemas, and there are many traditions associated with that day in
this  country  and  elsewhere,  including  the  French  tradition  of  eating  crêpes  which  I  certainly
approve of! Candlemas comes 40 days after Christmas and recalls the day on which Jesus was
presented as a baby at the Temple, the day for blessing Church candles, and also traditionally the
day for taking down greenery used to decorate homes for Christmas - hence the English Heritage
initiative.

Personally, I don’t think our Christmas tree would have survived inside for much longer without
covering the floor with needles, but we did wonder about keeping some lights up. I am afraid that
such  a  thought  didn’t  last  long,  and  everything  has  now  been  returned  to  the  Christmas
decoration box until next December.

At a time when the smaller things of life which bring joy have become very important, I welcome
English Heritage’s initiative, even though I have failed to go along with it. I suspect we all need
things to bring some cheer at this time, and hopefully the emerging signs of Spring will also help
us as the days become longer.

Whilst my decorations have been returned to the loft, I hope to find in God’s creation and in the
friendship of others, some joy for the days ahead, and I trust that will be so for you as well.

God bless,

Stephen

— Revd Stephen Maunder, Minister, Kennington Methodist Church

Worship at Kennington Methodist Church is currently suspended. We look forward to being able
to open again in the coming months.
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sylvbuckingham@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Update on Vaccines and Assistance with Transport 

Esti  Ballastero,  the  Lead  Practice  Manager  at  Botley  and  Kennington  Health
Centres wrote to Sylvia Buckingham our PPG Chairman on December 22nd to say that the vaccines
will  be  given  at  the  Kennington Health  Centre  around the week commencing  the  4th January
although she was not exactly sure of the date yet. 

Information about the vaccine rollout is as follows:

Please be ready when called to go for your vaccination. This current vaccine only lasts for a few
days so you may get a sudden call if they have spare capacity left over.

 Please listen out for a ‘phone message and possibly a letter a couple of days later.
 For patients who have a hearing impairment the practice should be aware of  this  and

contact you in a way that is accessible for you.
 Please do not ‘phone the surgery; they will contact you when your turn comes around.
 Please be aware of scams that may arise, via text/phone or people at the door.
 There may well be some disruption to services once the practice is vaccinating so please

understand.
 We shall need helpers who are fit and relatively young both to transport elderly patients

and to help at the centre in some capacity possibly marshalling entrance and exits.
 There are two vaccination hubs, one in Faringdon. The second is in Kennington. It will cause

disruption  both  ways  as  Botley  patients  will  have  to  come  over  and  I  have  no  doubt
Kennington patients may need to go to Botley to be seen as there will be less room for
general patients on vaccination days.

 The  PPG  has  drawn  up  a  list  of  those  volunteering  to  drive  patients  over  80  to  the
Kennington Surgery; they will need to be willing to be taken at their own risk. The drivers
will wait for them to have their jab and then the 15 minute wait to check they have no
reaction, and return them home.

At  the  moment  we  have  22  volunteers.  Please  contact  me  on  0797  062  6443
or sylvbuckingham@gmail.com if you can offer a lift, or if you need one.

— Sylvia Buckingham

True Community Spirit

Over  the  past  few  weeks,  starting  on  January  9th several  thousand  patients  of  the  Botley  &
Kennington Health Centres were vaccinated against Covid-19 at Kennington Health Centre.

Staff and  volunteers  gave  up  their  weekends  not  only  to  deliver  the  vaccine  but  admin  staff
processed forms and ‘phoned patients to ask them to attend for vaccinations. This was a real feat
given the numbers of patients and the short time they had to do this: just a few days.

Botley/ Kennington Patient Participation Group had a huge response to a call for volunteers to act
as marshals both inside and outside the practice, helping with car parking, supporting those in
wheelchairs and the many patients needing help to get from the car to practice. Over 40 people
have signed up to be volunteer drivers both in Kennington and Botley and nearly 20 were in action
over the weekend.
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It  was  a  genuine  team  effort  from  the  Medical  Centre  and  the  communities  in  Botley  and
Kennington and beyond, and we know this goodwill will continue in the months to come.

A huge thank you to everyone involved.

— Sylvia Buckingham

Kennington Health Centre
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU

To the Staff and Team responsible for the roll out of the
Covid-19 Vaccine, ‘Thank You All!’

Your work and efforts have been overwhelming and the whole
Village will want to raise a huge vote of thanks.

From a very grateful Kenningtonian

Scarlet Ribbons Round Dance Club

The days are now short, cold, and often wet or windy and taking a walk is sometimes more of a
duty than a pleasure; so how do we get our exercise in the winter? We dance.

Scarlet Ribbons have been dancing in Kennington for almost 30 years but have been unable to
meet in Kennington Methodist Church since March. In the summer our parent organisation, the
British Association of American Square Dance Clubs, asked whether we could provide some “long
distance” lessons for Square Dancers who will be unable to meet for much longer than Round
Dancers. The upshot was the decision to set up a website to provide free, self-guided learning for
individuals  and  couples  at  their  own  pace  and  in  their  own  homes.  This  also  provides  the
opportunity for our newer dancers to revise what they had learned early this year.

The website provides written and spoken definitions of basic figures, plus videoclips and practice
sequences cued to music kindly written and performed by Roger Winkworth, as it is not legal to
use pre-recorded music. We began with Two Step and Waltz; Cha Cha will be complete in January
and we plan to add Rumba early in the New Year. Each rhythm is a stand-alone unit and assumes
no previous knowledge. The website has attracted interest from as far away as the USA, China and
Australia as well as all parts of the UK.

Do take a look at the website www.rdinstruction.com and give it a try – you can do this alone or
with someone in your social bubble in whatever space you have. If you have any difficulties or
need a little help or guidance just get in touch; we are always happy to hear your feedback too.

In happier times (hopefully soon) we will resume meeting and will be very happy to welcome new
dancers too.

Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.

— Judi & Michael Read
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Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme

In December members of the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme project team met virtually with
Kennington parish council, to provide an update on the scheme to the local community.

The  Oxford  Flood Alleviation Scheme will  create  a  new stream with wetland wildlife  corridor
running to the west of Oxford. The new stream will start just north of Botley Road and meander
through the existing floodplain, then passing under the A423 Kennington bridge to re-join the
River Thames at Kennington. The new stream and lowered wetland ground alongside it will create
more space for water away from built-up areas, reducing flood risk in Oxford for many decades to
come. We have ensured the scheme will not increase flood risk to properties downstream. As well
as our own detailed modelling, this has been independently confirmed by the Vale of White Horse
District Council.
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Last year, Oxfordshire County Council found that the A423 bridge needed replacing. As the bridge
is crucial to the flood scheme, we withdrew the original planning application for the flood scheme
so  that  we  could  make  necessary  changes.  We  are  using  the  opportunity  to  ensure  the
replacement bridge is designed by the county council to include our flood scheme. By working
closely with the county council to coordinate both projects, we will minimise disruption in the area
as much as possible and save public money. 

New alignment in Kendall Copse East

The original design for the scheme had involved constructing large concrete culverts either side of
the  existing  Kennington  bridge  to  carry  floodwater  from the  new stream back  into  the  River
Thames. Now that the bridge is being replaced we can install open channels instead. These will
provide a better environment for wildlife and require less maintenance. 

The changes to how and where water passes under the new A423 bridge mean we have had to
revise the route of the new stream through Kendall Copse. The new stream will now be placed
more centrally within this space, rather than skirting the edges, which will also be better for the
flow of water. This will have some positive effects including avoiding the need to fell mature trees
in the north east corner of Kendall Copse next to the railway line. It will  also keep the works
further from the ancient culverts that were part of a medieval causeway under the Old Abingdon
Road, removing the need to reinforce the bank next to these scheduled ancient monuments. 

Temporary road in Kendall Copse West

We need to construct 2 new road bridges for water to pass from north of Old Abingdon Road into
Kendall Copse East and then under the A423. One bridge will be built at the bottom of the dip on
Old Abingdon Road, between Kennington Road and Redbridge Hollow, and one on Kennington
Road by the junction with Old Abingdon Road. We have undertaken traffic modelling and are
working  closely  with the highways  teams at  the City  and County councils  and with Highways
England to address any potential traffic issues while we build these. Our traffic modelling indicated
there was a risk in the original plans of causing traffic to back up further when exiting the A34
southwards on to Hinksey Hill Roundabout. To solve this we now propose to put in a temporary
road in Kendall Copse West which will keep traffic flowing at all times while we build first one
bridge and then the other. 
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The temporary road will avoid traffic congestion at this location and ensure greater safety on the
A34. It will also mean the Kennington Bus route No 35 can be kept running during the construction
period.

Trees

In Kendall Copse West, as well as putting in the temporary road, we need to make way for the new
stream and the bridge under Kennington Road, and also locate a construction compound to enable
these works to be carried out. This means that we will need to remove all the trees in Kendall
Copse West and it will be temporarily closed to the public while the flood scheme is constructed in
this area. 

Once the construction period has finished and the temporary road removed, we will plant new
trees  here  where possible,  and also in  Kendall  Copse East.  We will  replant  with native trees,
excluding ash which is currently susceptible to ash dieback. Where we’re unable to plant as many
trees as before, we will mitigate for this by planting trees locally elsewhere. We are also hoping
that  we  will  be  able  to  help  the  Parish  Council  or  a  local  community  group  to  fund  any
environmental projects that may be in the pipeline for the village.

Although we will need to temporarily stop access to Kendall Copse during construction, we plan to
provide access to as much of both sides of Kendall Copse as possible once we finish. We will also
install an interpretation board to explain the history behind the medieval scheduled culverts and
the ancient causeway.

We continue to prepare our planning application for the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme which
we will  be submitting later this year. Once in place the scheme will  benefit the area for many
generations, reducing flood risk and also bringing additional environmental benefits. Our aim is for
the new stream and wetland wildlife corridor to be a cherished asset for the local community,
benefiting people and the environment for decades to come.

Kennington Women’s Institute

I hope that all our members are keeping safe and well. I am writing this to
you in January when I know we are all feeling low, disheartened and slightly
anxious. However, there are positive things happening. One of the most important ones is our first
vaccination.  We know that  initially  we will  only  receive  the first  dose but we understand the
rationale for that. I suggest we need to look for the small, positive things. 

When I go for a walk, I pass a front garden that is covered in fragile wild violets. The delicate
flowers  always  make  me  smile.  In  my  own  garden  I  have  white  cyclamen  flowering  and  my
neighbour has a pink hollyhock which has decided to keep flowering even through the frost and
fog. I believe these small positive things can lift our spirits and help us get through another day, a
week or even a month of this dreadful pandemic. Do try to keep in touch with your friends and
family using the new technology – or a telephone call or email. Perhaps a pretty card or even an
old-fashioned letter. All of these things are a positive action in their own right.

Take care of yourselves. Stay well. Stay safe.

— Maureen Palma
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From the Editor

Well, here we are in Lockdown number 3.0 and sadly, the
Chronicle will go ‘online only’ again for the next two months
at least. We have a responsibility to our deliverers and must
protect  them  against  any  chance  of  catching  the  virus,
especially the most recent and highly transmissible strain.
We do hope that it won’t be too long before we can return
to  print  again.  In  the  meantime,  please  do  read  the
Chronicle online and share the message with other villagers
who  may  not  have  seen  our  posters  or  information  on
Kennington Connected.

The  roll-out  of  the  vaccine  does  bring  real  hope  to  our
nation, no less so here in Kennington. Thank you to the staff

at our health centre who are working tirelessly to vaccinate as many patients as possible in the
shortest time. Thank you too to all the volunteers who are helping with the management of the
process in the true community spirit which prevails in Kennington.

We are delighted this month to share the results of the Wild About Kennington logo competition,
which has been won by a very young resident. It will be wonderful to see the wild verges in the
summer and know that we are helping to provide food and habitats for much of our invertebrate
wildlife and important pollinators.

Thank you for contributing, advertising and reading the Chronicle. As always, please do contact me
to  share  your  thoughts  on  how  we  can  continue  to  improve  our  content  and  make  it  more
relevant.

Finally, it is the month of love, so a very Happy Valentine’s Day to all! We look forward to safer
times when we can meet and greet each other in person and share our Kenningtonian love and
friendship. Please keep safe and well, follow the rules, and enjoy the emerging Spring flowers – a
sign of the new beginnings, renewed hope, longer days and warmth to come.

— Amena Sutton
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News from the District Councillor

Residents in southern Oxfordshire should not go cold and hungry this winter

The Winter Support Grant Scheme is now available for residents in South Oxfordshire and Vale of 
White Horse who need help to buy food and heating their homes this winter.

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils have been working with Oxfordshire 
County Council and other district councils to distribute the nearly £1.4million given to the county 
by the Department for Work and Pensions in December 2020 as part of the Covid Winter Grant 
Scheme.

The main part of this grant has been used to make sure children in the county had access to free 
school meals over the school holidays towards the end of last year. From the remaining funding 
South Oxfordshire District Council has received £76,006 and Vale of White Horse has been 
allocated £73,430. The distribution of the grant will be managed by the councils in partnership 
with Citizens Advice, across both districts and through the Wantage Independent Advice Centre in 
the Vale.

Covid-19 has impacted on many people financially over the last ten months, and for some this may
be the first time that they find themselves requiring help from others. Residents in need of 
support are being encouraged to contact their local accredited advice service. After talking 
through their options, the centre can arrange payments that could be a combination of 
supermarket vouchers, top up fuel vouchers (for those with prepayment meters) and direct 
payment of fuel bills. The advice centres will deliver this support as part of a holistic assessment of
the resident’s needs and the provision of an appropriate package of support and advice. 

The Winter Support Grant scheme launched on Monday 11th January and will close on 31st March
2021. In the Vale of White Horse residents can also contact their local Citizens Advice centre via 
their website https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/ or by 
calling Citizens Advice – 0300 3309042 or they can speak to Wantage Independent Advice Centre –
01235 765348 and visit their website https://www.wantageadvice.org.uk

— South Oxon & Vale of White Horse District Councils Communications

1st Kennington Guides

The  unit  is  continuing  to  meet  online.  We  started  term  with  a  drumming  workshop  led  by
Rhythmicity using a variety of homemade instruments. We will be celebrating National Hat Day
and are unleashing our creativity painting dragons for Appreciate a Dragon Day. We will also be
taking part in a Lockdown Challenge.

Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
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Cub Scouting

Autumn Term Online Antics with Endeavour Cubs

Last Autumn term we tried some online meetings with the Cubs. This was going to be a challenge
for us leaders, but despite the odd technical difficulty we managed it!  It has been fantastic to see
and speak to the Cubs again, even if it is via a computer screen.

The Cubs had the chance to get messy for Diwali making salt dough Diva Lamps, act silly playing
Pass the Sombrero for Day of the Dead, use their imaginations hearing about the Greeks writing
stories in the night sky and making toilet roll constellation viewers and launching paper spaceships
from straws, learnt new skills with pioneering, and got very tired trying out Zumba by following
videos on YouTube.

Our young people also gained some essential skills for life by doing work towards the Home Help
activity  badge,  as  well  as  finding  out  about  other  cultures  from  around  the  world  with  the
International activity badge.
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The Cubs have all done amazingly well and have
completed so many badges as evidence of their
effort and dedication:

The Spring term promises to be another exciting
time  for  the  Endeavour  Cubs  with  even  more
Zoom  meetings.  We  are  going  to  be
concentrating on the Teamwork and Team Leader
Challenge  badges.  How  can  you  do  team
activities over Zoom, I hear you cry?  Well, we are
going to be doing activities where the Cubs have
to work together to play a tune or play a game,
and play games where Cubs take the lead.

— Claire Rylatt, Assistant Section Leader (Cubs),
40th Oxford Endeavour Cub Pack

We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time  to  get  to  know  the  kids  in  our  community  and  have  fun  yourself.  
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
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Kennington Environmental Action Group

Veganuary – one family’s experience of going Vegan for a week. (part 1 - preparation)

The last few years have seen a lot of buzz around
Veganuary (a  mash up of  ‘vegan’  and ‘January’),
especially  with  increasing  awareness  about  the
role  of  animal  agriculture  in  climate  change.
According  to  a  recent  study  from  Oxford
University,  food production causes a quarter of all
the  greenhouse  gas  emissions  that  are  driving
global warming, largely from the raising of cattle
and other livestock. These emissions are increasing
as people around the world become richer and eat
more meat. Marco Springmann, from the Oxford
Martin Programme on the Future of Food, who led
the  study,  said:  “It  is  clear  that  if  we  don’t  do
something  about  the emissions  from our  food system,  we have no chance of  limiting climate
change below 2C.”i

So, with much trepidation, and not feeling quite ready to commit to a whole month of being
vegan, the Wenham family decided to try veganism for a week. Maybe, I thought, if we discover
some new things that we really like, we can incorporate them into our lifestyle permanently?
(although I am very doubtful that we are a family that will decide veganism is for us long term) 

This  month  I  thought  I  would share  our  worries  and preparations  for  vegan week.  Our  main
worries were:

 That some vegan alternatives (especially to milk and butter) might be less tasty 
 That we would struggle to get all the nutrients we needed (especially growing children) –

most notably: Vitamin B12, protein, Iron, Calcium and Omega-3

However, on looking at our existing diet (we’re pescatarian already), we discovered that quite a lot
of the meals we love were already Vegan (Veg bolognaise, bean Chilli,  lots of stews and pasta
dishes, along with a family favourite: miso aubergine). Also, with a little research, I discovered that
there are lots of excellent vegan sources of the vitamins and minerals I was worried about:

Protein and Iron: Quinoa, Lentils and other pulses (kidney beans and chickpeas), Tofu, nuts and
seeds

Calcium: Green leafy vegetables, fortified vegan milks

We would also be taking a vitamin every day to make sure we get enough vitamin B-12 and
Omega-3.

So, armed with more information, (I have found the Veganuary organisation, and the BBC Good
Food website really helpful for thisii), I thrust a few recipe books at my children and to my surprise,
both were very excited about trying new things – especially excited about different breakfasts:
everything from winter warmer smoothies to overnight oats and nutty porridge. The shop arrives
tomorrow,  packed with different milks to try,  plant  butters and spreads,  nuts,  and a range of
interesting new ingredients (I didn’t know what Jackfruit was last week!).

I shall let you know how we get on in next month’s Chronicle!

— Helen Wenham

i Tax meat and dairy to cut emissions and save lives, study urges | Environment | The Guardian
ii Veganuary | Home | The Go Vegan 31 Day Challenge and The best vegan protein sources - BBC Good Food and The

best vegan calcium sources - BBC Good Food
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Bosom Friends

This time last year, nobody had any idea what 2020 would have in store for us. The coronavirus
pandemic has meant that the last few months have been challenging and difficult for just about
everyone.

Hearing the news that you have cancer is devastating; receiving such a diagnosis during these
uncertain Covid times can be even more frightening. As well as the obvious physical effects, such a
diagnosis is emotionally overwhelming and ultimately life-changing; it is common to feel alone,
fearful and anxious.

Breast cancer is the most common cancer in the UK, with one in eight women being diagnosed in
their lifetime. Men can also be diagnosed with breast cancer. Each year around 12,000 people will
die from the disease. Although survival rates have improved dramatically – with more people now
surviving breast cancer than ever before – there is still a long way to go.

Bosom  Friends  is  a  small,  Oxfordshire  support  group  run  entirely  by  volunteers  and  offers  a
listening ear as well as practical, confidential support to those who have been affected by breast
cancer. The group was formed several years ago by two women who wanted to ensure that others
in  Oxfordshire  would  not  feel  the  same  isolation  that  they  had  experienced  following  their
diagnosis.

Members of Bosom Friends would usually meet once a month, often in the home of one of the
members with a chat, cuppa and cake. Although currently unable to hold normal group meetings
due to Coronavirus, Bosom Friends continue to hold monthly meetings online via Zoom.

Whether you have just been diagnosed, are currently undergoing treatment or completed your
active  treatment  a  while  ago,  the  group  offers  emotional  support  and  practical,  up-to-date
information. Above all, we can offer an understanding voice at the end of the ‘phone should you
ever need it.

If you or someone you care about has been affected by breast cancer, please do take a look at the
Bosom Friends website -  www.bosomfriends.org.uk; alternatively if you prefer, please call Jan in
confidence on 01844 290362 for more information.

— Dulcie Dunbar

Kennington History Society

The AGM of the Kennington History Society will take place on Zoom at 7:45 p.m. on Monday 
15th February 2021. A Zoom invitation can be obtained from our Treasurer, David Jones, by 
emailing him on djrjones33@gmail.com

— Bob Johnston
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

After the national lockdown in the spring last year, and only a partial return to
school  in  the  summer  term,  we  had  really  hoped  that  there  would  not  be
another period when our children had to be out of school. Nevertheless, that’s where we all are
now, of course.

It’s rather like the challenges faced by the children in the enduring children’s picture book ‘We’re
Going on a Bear  Hunt’,  written over 30 years  ago by Michael  Rosen and illustrated by Helen
Oxenbury.  As the children in the story encounter various challenges,  for  each one they come
across, it’s a case of ‘We can’t go over it. We can’t go under it. Oh no! We’ve got to go through it!’
So it is with the pandemic.

Most of our children are learning at home, with work set remotely by their teachers. Some are in
school, completing the same learning activities as those working at home. Everyone is challenged
by the situation, but making the best of it. Thank you and well done to all our staff, all our children
and  all  their  families,  for  their  determination  to  make  it  work.  Everyone’s  circumstances  are
different. A thought-provoking analogy that I heard recently was that we’re all in the same storm,
but we’re all in different boats. 

Possibly, by the time you are reading this edition of the Chronicle, we will be looking forward to
welcoming  the  children  back  into  school  after  the  February  half  term.  Time  will  tell.  In  the
meantime, from all of us in school, I hope that everyone is able to follow the rules, to help keep us
all safe and well, and that your boat is proving to be seaworthy.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher

Our report from the classes this month comes from Miss Wisker and her bubble of children in
Years 1 and 2 who are currently in school.

During the partial school-closure, the year one
and  two  children,  who  are  in  school,  have
been  learning  about  the  artist  Wassily
Kandinsky  who was born in  Russia,  in  1866.
When he grew up, he worked as a teacher at a
university but did not enjoy his career. At age
30,  he  decided  to  leave  the  teaching
profession  and  began  studying  at  an  art
school. Kandinsky soon discovered his artistic
talent.  He  thought  a  lot  about  what  colours
mean  and  how  they  make  people  feel.  He
believed that colours had a soul. 

Following his beliefs, Kandinsky decided he did
not want to paint pictures of certain things and instead wanted to paint using just colours and
shapes. He believed by doing this,  he could paint about his feelings honestly. Often Kandinsky
would listen to music while he painted and try to paint what he heard. We now call this style of
artwork ‘abstract art’.

23

http://www.stswithunsschool.co.uk/


After  learning  about  Kandinsky’s  art  and  before
beginning  their  painting,  the  children  learnt  about
primary, secondary and tertiary colours. They explored
the different colour wheels by mixing different colours
together.  They  discovered  adding  white  to  a  colour
creates a range of tints and adding black to a colour
creates a range of shades.

The  children’s  task  was  to
create their own version of
Kandinsky’s ‘Colour studies:
Squares with concentric circles’. The children only had access to white,
black and the three primary colours; red, blue and yellow. Using these
paint colours and their new knowledge, they began painting in the style
of  Kandinsky,  starting  with  a  dot  in  the  middle  and  painting  circles
around the dot in a multitude of colours. The process continued until
they  reached  the
outside of that circle’s
square  on  the  paper.

As  each  colour  layer  was  added,  the  primary
colours  mixed  and  created  secondary  colours
around the outskirts of the circles.

The  children  were  so  excited  about  all  the
different colours they had mixed and were really
attentive to the detail  in their  paintings.  Thank
you Kandinsky; we loved learning about your life
as an artist and your abstract artwork!

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

We continue to enjoy our monthly Zoom meetings where we can catch up on members and what
they have been doing. Some of our members have been involved in music and singing projects
online and so we enjoy the fruits of their efforts! 

We were all delighted and proud to see our conductor, Trevor Cowlett, appear on television so
regularly  in  the  first  week  of  January,  as  he  was  the  second  person  to  receive  the
Oxford/AstraZeneca anti Covid-19 vaccine at the Churchill Hospital on 4th January. With his new-
found fame, Trevor received numerous ‘phone-calls and emails and was surprised to learn from
friends that his photo and the news items found their way to Australia, New Zealand, Germany,
the USA and various other locations around the world as well as the UK.

The vaccine brings real hope, but we must not lose sight of the dangers of the virus at this time.
We won’t be singing together for some time yet, but we shall keep in touch with each other and
continue singing in our hearts.

— Amena Sutton
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Thanks from Abingdon Lions

As mentioned in the January edition of the Kennington Chronicle, the donations from the Santa’s
sleigh evenings in December were given to the Abingdon Lions charity. The Lions have reported
that they are currently supporting a family who need a specialised blending machine for their child
following surgery and a specially designed seatbelt for a disabled child. The club also supports a
gardening project in Abingdon.

The  President  and  members  of  the  Abingdon  lions  club  are  very  grateful  to  the  residents  of
Kennington for their very generous donations to enable them to support these very worthwhile
causes.

Covid-19 Vaccinations

The parish council would like to express its thanks to all the volunteers who have been helping
with the Covid-19 vaccinations at Kennington Health Centre. 

Community Infrastructure Consultations

Vale of White Horse District Council want to hear what people think about how they raise money
for  infrastructure  and the community  facilities  needed to  support  planned growth across  the
district. 

They are asking people to comment on the draft Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging
Schedule and the draft Developer Contributions Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). 

Both consultations run until midnight on Monday 8th February. 

To find out more and to have your say visit the consultation pages for the CIL Charging Schedule
and the Developer Contributions SPD. 

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS — February 2021

Meetings are being held virtually until further notice. Please visit the website https://kennington-
pc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are welcome.

Thursday 11th 7:30 p.m. Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesday 9th 7:30 p.m. Planning Committee meetings

Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Playing Fields Committee meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Contact the Clerk on 01865 421126 or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.
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Wild About Kennington

Thank you, children, for all your lovely entries for our Logo competition. We received 42 entries
which we have judged in 3 different age groups. Here are the winners:

Age category 5 – 7 years:

1st Place: Florence Mulcock

2nd Place: Tierney Parle

3rd Place: Rose Erban

Age category 8 – 10 years:

1st Place: Holly Wenham

2nd Place: Lara Ferguson

3rd Place: Sapphire Thompson

Age category 11 - 13 years:

1st Place: Aila Safa Ali

2nd Place: Claudia Kenny

3rd Place: Theo Charnock

29



For the overall  winner, we chose Florence Mulcock’s design. We loved the colourful  simplicity,
showing flowers, insects living in grass, a bee, ladybird and the sun - everything we are hoping for
in  our campaign!  However,  all  the  entries were so imaginative and artistic,  we really  enjoyed
looking at every one. So very well done to all of you. Your entries will be on display in the Village
Centre, once Covid restrictions allow.

We will be delivering prizes to the winners and runners up shortly. 

The winning logo will be displayed on banners which will be placed on each of the grass verges
which are being trialled this year. These will explain that these verges will be cut up until the end
of March, but left uncut through the summer. This is to allow wildflowers to have a chance to
grow, which encourages insects and birdlife to flourish. Grass cutting will resume in September.
The edges of these verges will still be cut, so that it will not block line of sight for vehicles. The
Parish  Council  have  agreed  that  the  verges  between  the  War  Memorial  and  Playfield  Road
adjacent to the road, on the west side of The Avenue, will take part in this trial.

Toad patrol happens in March, when toads migrate to ponds to spawn. Many toads happen to
cross Oxford Road from Bagley Wood to reach the ponds in Chandlings School, and unfortunately
many come to grief from traffic. There is a group in Kennington who help toads cross the road
safely. You can look at www.froglife.org for information about this. At the moment, however, due
to Covid restrictions, plans for this year’s Toad patrol are uncertain. Let’s hope that there may be
reduced traffic anyway.

Did you enjoy doing the Big Garden Bird Watch? If you want to enjoy birds in your garden and
keep children amused, here is a suggestion. Make your own bird feeders. It is really easy. You can
see a YouTube video of how to make one on www.rspb.org website. Or follow these instructions. 

You need:

• Fat, e.g., lard (v cheap at local shops). At room temperature. Cut into small pieces.

• Wild bird food, available at Post Office and Best One. Or unsalted peanuts, or grated hard
cheese, or mealworms, or raisins. Pinch of oats or wholemeal flour.

• Container, e.g., old yoghurt pot

• Non plastic thread, string, wool, twine….

Simply mix all  ingredients up in a bowl messily adding more of the dry ingredients till it holds
together. Tie a very large knot in your thread. Squash the mix into the container with the string
and large knot in the middle. Put in ‘fridge to set. When it is set, you can remove from container,
and hang it up the garden. Do this several times to find the best way that works for you.

An alternative container could be pine cones. You simply squash the mix around the edge into the
openings. This is a good reason to get the children out walking with you, searching for pine cones
in the woods.

— Rosey Hollinrake, on behalf of wildaboutkennington@gmail.com
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Amphibians of Kennington Parish

As you are reading this, all of Kennington’s amphibians are on their winter break, sheltering in
burrows or crouched under logs or leaf litter, or perhaps resting in the mud at the bottom of a
pond. But as the ground warms and the days lengthen, they will soon start becoming active again
and getting ready for another spring breeding season.

To my knowledge  only  four  species  of  amphibians  live  in  our  parish:  the  Common  Frog,  the
Common Toad, the Smooth Newt and the Great Crested Newt. Almost everyone knows Frog and
Toad  pretty  well,  familiar  garden  companions  with  contrasting  personalities.  Catchable  and
watchable by all small children, they are ideal teachers for young observers learning about nature.
Like us, these small predators live in a very visual world, and their jewel-like eyes readily reveal
when some movement catches their attention.

Frogs, toads and newts provide us with vivid lessons about the cycle of life and growth. Unlike
birds  and  mammals,  which  have  adapted  fully  to  life  on  land  by  protecting  their  eggs  and
developing young in  a  sealed eggshell  or  watery womb,  amphibians  cannot  breed away from
water. They can fatten up on dry land where the small animals they feed on are more plentiful, but
they must move to a pond or stream to lay eggs and let tadpoles grow. So these little beasts may
need to undertake epic migrations, crawling, walking or hopping long distances – maybe over a
kilometre in the case of a toad – to reach their breeding sites. Modern road traffic has made these
migrations dangerous. In Kennington there is the major crossing area along the back road through
Bagley Wood, where over a thousand toads, and smaller numbers of all the other amphibians,
cross westwards every spring on their way to the ponds on private land in Chandlings School.
Volunteers of the Bagley Wood Toad Patrol help to reduce road kills on spring evenings, by alerting
motorists and ferrying toads across in buckets.
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The Smooth Newt is widespread but not so often seen,  unless you have a large garden pond
without fish that  would eat their  eggs and young. When living on land newts are sometimes
confused with lizards, but their smooth skin isn’t scaly. (They are also easy to pick up, whereas a
self-respecting lizard  won’t  let  you  get  close!)  The Great  Crested  Newt  is  an  uncommon and
protected species which you should not disturb.  It  is  black, warty and big – twice as big as a
Smooth Newt. In the breeding season, males of both species transform themselves into colourful,
frilly dragons and lure approaching females with a carefully choreographed underwater dance.

Encourage amphibians in your garden with a pond and lots of insect life. To learn more and share
your  sightings,  you  can  join  the  Wildlife  of  Kennington  Parish  Facebook  group  at
www.facebook.com/groups/264139417660366.

— Sylfest Muldal

Citizens Advice Bureau 
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice needs volunteer advisers

We can all face problems that are too stressful or complicated to sort out alone.

In 2019 our 150 volunteers advised over 11,000 people. We helped three quarters resolve their
debt, benefits, employment and housing problems.

We now need more advisers to help us during and after the Covid-19 crisis.

Our main offices are in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley and Thame. Since March 2020, 90 volunteers and
staff have been advising the public from home on our Adviceline service. Recently we partially re-
opened our offices, in part to train new advisers.

What will you get out of it? You will join a friendly team, meet new people, develop your skills and
make a real difference to people’s lives.

You’ll need to have good listening and interpersonal skills, a willingness to learn and be confident
with computers. Full training will be provided.

If you have eight hours a week to spare for the next two years or more and are looking for a
satisfying and stimulating volunteer role in your local community, please contact us at:

www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/
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Kennington Youth Club

The excitement of restarting in January was tinged with sadness as Lockdown 3.0
came knocking (some say it’s Lockdown 2.5 – I was never the best at maths). It has now been
some time since we have been able to offer meaningful youth work, although we have kept in
touch with our young people where we can.

We  delivered  Christmas  cards  and  presents  to  those  registered  members  and  have  had
competitions on our Facebook page and website. We are restarting our virtual youth club too, so
some sense of normality is returning but this, along with other factors, has meant a lot of the time
over Christmas and into January has been very busy. 

But how can it be busy if we are closed? Well, we were very fortunate to receive some funding
which has enabled our team to make some quite big changes to the building internally. We’re not
talking moving walls, but it does mean that when we can get back to doing centre based youth
work, we will have improved facilities and resources again. There has been painting, building, and
a great deal of paperwork, but it’s been worth it. We have been able to reopen our emergency
surplus food supply too when needed, so we hope that has helped those in the village who have
used it.

Thank you all for your support, big and small, during these testing times.

— Roy Peach, Youth Leader

50:50 Draw Winners January

1st Place Ball 4 £39.20

2nd Place Ball 60 £11.20

3rd Place Ball 29 £5.60

Details of previous draw winners are available online at www.kenningtonyouthclub.com . Thank
you for your support. We have raised more than £1700 through the draw, with £631 of that in
2020 alone. If you are interested in supporting us in this way, it really makes a big difference, so
please check out our website. You can also shop with us and raise funds for the club. It won’t cost
you any more.
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No Miles Nursery

No Miles Nursery is newly opened at 140 Poplar Grove

During lockdown, I decided to put out excess plants from my garden for others to use. They all
went! So in my retirement, I’ve decided to propagate ornamental plants from my garden, for the
taking, in exchange for donations to viva.org. Initially I am offering ‘really good doers’ which are
plants that are easy to care for, and those that I have found to perform well. I hope that this will
help those of us Kennington residents who want to reduce our carbon footprint, as you can visit
me on foot or by bicycle. I have numerous sorts of wheels that can be borrowed to transport
plants within the vicinity without using cars.

So  at  the  moment  I  have  snowdrops,  primroses,  forget-me-not,  winter-flowering  pansies,
Helleborus Niger and some wallflowers. Also herbs and foliage plants.

However, it is early days, and my stock is small at the moment, so please be patient (which is the
key to good gardening anyway!) Do pop by just to have a browse if you like, if Covid restrictions
allow.

viva.org is an Oxford based charity, that supports vulnerable children around the world and in the
UK. It is one of the charities that St Swithun’s Church supports. Thanks to all my supporters so far, I
have been able to donate £83.20 in December. The charity has a donor who doubled donations in
December, so they actually received twice that amount! I will put more information about the
charity in next month’s Chronicle.

Hope to see you.

— Rosey Hollinrake
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Kennington Community Partnership

Firstly, we would like to thank Andrews Estate Agents, and local residents, who
provided and displayed our logo and helped with publicity for the Kennington
Community Partnership.

Difficult times continue for all of us - but there is now light at the end of the tunnel. We are proud
that a Kennington Community Partnership committee member and Kennington resident has been
on  the  "front-line"  in  the  fight  against  Covid-19,  and  we are  extremely  grateful  to  him,  and
everyone involved with beating this disease.

Of course, no-one knows where we might be by summer. We were hoping to arrange a community
event as part of the school's May Fayre, including an Exhibition of Photographs and a Garden Party
in the school grounds. Sadly, this seems impossible at the current time. Our plans remain very
fluid, but we look forward to the time when we can all safely come together again. 

The good news is that we can continue with several other activities - our Time Capsule and the
publication of the history of the school.

We plan to bury the capsule in the school grounds during the summer term and would welcome
contributions. What items would YOU include in a Time Capsule? What would be of interest to
school children in, say, 50 years time, when this Time Capsule is dug up? We would love to hear
your ideas so do join in the discussion on our Facebook page. The school children will be actively
engaged with this project, and we look forward to hearing their own ideas, drawings and poems. 

The proposed publication, the "History of St Swithun's School 1890-2020", has generated a lot of
interest and this project continues during lock-down, with planned publication during July 2020,
although a public book launch will need to be reassessed. Please do let us know if you have any
items of interest for this book - either personal photographs or personal memories of school life
throughout  the  years.  Please  email  carolenewbigging@outlook.com.  Contact  us  through  our
Facebook page, email us at stsw130@gmail.com or telephone 01865 326691.

— Carolyn Jessop

Kennington Athletic Football Club

Due to the current national restrictions, there are no fixtures for the adult and
youth teams.  We hope we shall once again be sharing match results and informing you of fixtures
in the not too distant future when it is safe to resume our sport.

— Rob Cattell
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Humankind has a moral duty to step in and help.

I often talk about different types of plants being hosts and homes to various types of insects, as
even insects can be host specific. I also talk about having the right plants in the right place which
isn’t always enough. We need to have juvenile growth on those plants in any given habitat, as well
as teenage growth, or senior growth.

By that I mean, some insects will only be attracted to their favourite plants if there is fresh new
growth  (juvenile),  growth  that’s  one  to  3  years  old  (teenage),  and  more  established  growth
(senior). There are some insects that need the whole range of different aged growth in a given
habitat to be able to not just exist but thrive.

Building a healthy local ecosystem, starts from the plants and insects. From there, everything else
will follow. Well, that is my experience, for what it’s worth.

The other day, a client of mine, who lives in Summertown in Oxford, and whose garden runs right
down to the banks of The River Cherwell, inadvertently discovered this theory. How many people
are  lucky enough to be able to say they can maintain a  section of  riverbank as  part  of  their
gardening duties? 

On  the  other  side  of  the  river  from  my  client,  there  are  some  huge  willow  trees  that  are
unmanaged  by  the  landowner.  The  trees  are  becoming  brittle  and  snapping  off.  Many  are
dangerously overhanging the footpath. Others are already collapsing; some even into the river,
forming a dam, that threatens to back up the water flow and block the river, so navigation is
awkward. Some of the fallen branches in the river are regrowing, and willows can now be seen
emerging in the centre of the river.

On my client’s side though, when looking along the neighbouring gardens that share the stretch of
riverbank, you could see that the homeowners, over the last few years, had all pollarded (cut back
hard) their willows. They had all done it in separate years, so there were lots of willows at different
stages of regrowth. There were some juvenile, some teenage and some like my client’s, in the
senior group, beginning to look like they need attention.

My client asked me if they should they cut back their willow, as it was becoming somewhat tall
and brittle like those on the other side of the river, unmanaged by the landowner. “Oh yeah!” I
said, as I proceeded to explain the benefits of considered management of wildlife habitats. It’s not
about leaving nature alone and to its own devices. Humankind has a moral duty to step in and
help maintain the mosaic of habitats that come together to make a thriving ecosystem. Even in our
own gardens.

Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Kennington  Memory  Club  was  the  brainchild  in  August  2018  of  Gillian  Cox  and  Chris  Foster,
supported and encouraged by two former carers, Margaret Newton and Sheila Prior. Gillian and
Chris  later  became  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Charity  following  its
registration in  2019,  a  challenging task largely  brought  about  by work of  the Treasurer,  Hugh
Fleming. Now, after three years of involvement, Gillian has decided to retire from her position as
Chairman. Our immense thanks go to her for  all  she has done, with the small  band of fellow
Trustees and the staff, to get the Day Centre up and running and ensure its smooth operation. Its
existence owes much to the support and encouragement received at the outset from Kennington
Methodist Church Council. Gillian is remaining as a Trustee, which is very much appreciated as her
wealth of experience is an invaluable resource. She will now have her life less totally dominated by
the demands of taking a leading role. The Chairman’s position is being taken over by Isobel Birse,
who is a volunteer helper and, more recently, became a Trustee.

Re-opening

We are hoping to re-open as soon as is allowed by Government guidelines. With the rapid local
roll-out of COVID 19 vaccines, all members should have been vaccinated soon, and the staff will
also have received theirs too. Initially there will be no volunteer helpers, so everyone within the
building will  be protected by the COVID vaccine. There will  also be all  the necessary infection
control procedures in place, so members and their families should have confidence that they are
as safe as they possibly can be when at the Day Centre.

Members

Kennington Memory Club provides invaluable care for people with a diagnosis of dementia, and
respite for their carers. Although the Club’s Day Centre is not currently operating, we would like to
invite potential members, their families or carers to get in touch with the Club Organiser, Helen on
07852 883496, to discuss names going on the waiting list. This will guarantee that they receive the
up-to-date information about re-opening as soon as it is known, so they will be able to attend
from the first week of resumed operation. It is certain that members do gain a lot from attending
the sessions, and their carers are very glad of a few hours of respite. The website will also be kept
updated: www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Finally, an endorsement from the husband of one of the members. He wrote :

Although only being able to attend a few weeks at the start of last year, the social interaction has
been greatly missed especially by my wife. I would like to put on record my thanks to all who work
so hard to make the club possible.

Here’s hoping the Club’s Day Centre sessions can restart very soon!

— Isobel Birse
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 117993

Unfortunately, the library is closed under both lockdown and tier 4 restrictions.

All loans have been extended until April.

However, remember all the great facilities 
that are available free of charge from the 
library service.
There are lots of online resources to help 
with homework and projects.
There is also an “Oxfordshire libraries” 
Facebook page where you will find YouTube 
videos of rhyme and story time by librarians 
and a lot more!
Finally, it’s not too late to enter the 
Oxfordshire Libraries short story 
competition for 2021! The closing date is 
midnight on 21 February.

For more information, please see the website at:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries.

ONLINE COFFEE TALKS

Barbara Hudson, 3rd February 2021 at 11am
Barbara returns with her latest novel, Makeover.

Set in Oxford, it focuses on the barriers raised by class, educational disadvantage,
and snobbery; a woman who has suffered some hard knocks tries to turn her life
around. Barbara has drawn on her experience as both a social worker and Oxford

Don.

Daniel Stone, 3rd March 2021 at 11am
After Oxford: Getting in. Fitting in. Standing out.

'For someone who was born into a working class family in inner city
Birmingham,  studying  at  the  University  of  Oxford  was  a  pivotal
experience in my life. It shaped and stretched me beyond anything I
could  imagine.  I  survived  at  Oxford  and  then  I  thrived  at  Oxford,
becoming President of the JCR of St. Peter's College and campaigning
on  issues  of  access  and  racial  equality.  But  life  continued  after
graduation. After Oxford is my story, and one which I hope will show

that the most important things in life can't be written on a certificate.'

To attend either of the talks, please email: FOKL.meeting@gmail.com not later than 6pm the day
before the talk i.e. Tuesday 2nd February and/or Tuesday 2nd March. You will be sent a link to join
the meeting using Google Meet.

For latest information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
Follow us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen:  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell: secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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Make something beautiful in your hands through Origami. Fold a rose and other 
beautiful pieces for home or as gifts to show your care for friends and family in 
the run-up to Valentine’s Day. Try something new and wonderful with Dr Lizzie 
Burns who helps people of all ages discover Origami. This project is offered in 
support of wellbeing and community during this time with thanks to the 
National Lottery.  All you need is paper!

Origami Session
Fold a rose for wellbeing: Saturday 6th February 11-12
FREE for all ages. Discover relaxation through paper folding

“a boost to my day” “good to focus 
the mind”, “felt relaxed”, “soothing”, 

“makes your fingers nimble”

Oxfordshire County Library
county.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

To book a free ticket:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
e/origami-for-wellbeing-free-
monthly-fold-tickets-
136434255531

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=county.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/origami-for-wellbeing-free-monthly-fold-tickets-136434255531
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

With this additional lockdown, I hope you are all continuing to stay safe and healthy as well as
enjoying spending time in the green spaces OPT own in Kennington. It has not been the start to
2021 that we envisaged but please ensure you continue to follow the Government guidance on
exercise: staying within your local area and following advice on social distancing. OPT have two
self-guided  walks  (which  include  our  green  spaces  at  Kennington)  which  can  be  found  at
https://bit.ly/OPTGreenSpaces (Self-guided Walk 4: Iffley to Kennington and Self-guided Walk 8:
Kennington). Both walks have maps, instructions, and a family activity to complete whilst walking.
There is also a selection of other family activities on our website to use on any walk.

The flooding over Christmas made the path along the River Thames rather wet and muddy and
many people have redirected to walking along the resurfaced Sustrans path alongside the railway.
This is now an even busier path with cyclists, runners and walkers using it so please be conscious
of other users especially at this time. Whilst out and about why not try our Countryside Challenge,
spotting a selection of items on any walk. Make this into a competition and challenge other people
to get the most (or least) points. If you would like to print this challenge it can be found at https://
bit.ly/OPTGreenSpaces 

OPT remains committed to continuing our projects and keeping our green spaces accessible for all.
We continue our restoration on the Rewley Road Railway Swing Bridge, one of only two moving
bridges on the River Thames – the other being Tower Bridge in London, as well as developing a
virtual  programme of  talks  for  members.  Find  out  more  about  these  events  on  our  website:
https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events. As a charity all our crucial work, including
the  maintenance  of  our  green  spaces  within  Kennington  would  not  be  possible  without  our
members and donors. Becoming a member is easy – you can do so online https://bit.ly/2JoinOPT
or by telephoning the office on 01865 242918. 

— Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802

All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary

We are not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been 
cancelled.

Keep Protecting Each Other. Stay at Home as much as you can.

and Ventilate!

Copyright  Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submittersⒸ
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