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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

As I write this, we are still in the middle of Lent, a season of waiting, of preparing to celebrate the
good news of Easter. Waiting seems to be a very appropriate word for the world we are in at the
moment - we seem to do so much of it! We wait in supermarket queues, we wait for news about
changes in COVID restrictions, many of us are waiting to see family and friends again and to do the
normal things of life like go out for a coffee or have a visitor in our home, and many still, of course,
are waiting to have the COVID vaccine. It is a lot of waiting!

But it feels like we are waiting with hope in the air. This feeling of hope is helped of course by
Spring and the lighter nights. It is helped too by the successful roll-out of the vaccine so far and
the hope that restrictions may be eased in the coming weeks. But as we wait in hope, we also
remember that there are many millions across the world whose waiting is difficult, and for whom
hope doesn’t come so easily, for whom access to the vaccine is not so straightforward and who
face the pandemic in the context of war, of poverty and unstable regimes. Many individuals and
organisations are working hard to bring hope and practical help to those in need both here and
across the world and so as we consider how we might be part of that we give thanks for the work
they do. 

In the Christian faith this season of waiting ends with a new beginning - the events of Easter which
bring hope for the whole of humanity and the whole of creation. The crucified Christ is risen from
the dead. If you would like to explore this amazing story of hope, take a wander in the grounds of
the church over Easter and join in with our worship in Holy Week whether that be online or in
person (details will be on the website www.rskbenefice.org). You are so welcome.

Yours in Christ and in hope,

— Revd Alison Mathew
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone: 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX

I think that ‘April’ has a hopeful feel to it. I know that it sometimes snows at this time of year, and
that it can still be cold, and that April showers may really be more of a heavy downpour than light
rain…but April still feels hopeful.

I think we can share a cautious but general sense of hope this April. I was looking online at the
Chronicle for this month last year, and news of the pandemic was just beginning to feature as the
magazine was going to press. On page 3 there was a warning…

“Government safety advice relating to the Coronavirus pandemic was changing at the time this
edition went to press. It will be advisable to check with organisers for any changes to the events
listed this month.”

We know how quickly those last words were fulfilled as we had to close down what was planned,
and the situation quickly became not only more worrying but devastating for many.

This year the first Sunday in April is Easter Day. Easter is, of course, a movable feast which can
occur in March, and may come rather later in April.  It  is  a day which carries with it  a central
message of hope as the darkness of Good Friday gave way to Easter Sunday, a day of light and joy. 

Our hope may be somewhat guarded as we wait to see what will happen over the weeks ahead,
but nature reminds us that with care, new life continues to spring forth, a feeling shared in Easter
worship within and outside our churches. 

I pray that after such a dark year, this April and this Easter may bring hope for each one of us.

God bless,

Stephen

Worship at Kennington Methodist Church resumes on Easter Sunday at 10:30 a.m. , continuing at
the same time on subsequent Sundays. To ensure the safety of all, face coverings will be worn,
seats  distanced  and  hand  sanitiser  available  on  entry.  There  will,  however,  also  be  a  warm
welcome to all who come along!

— Revd Stephen Maunder, Minister Kennington Methodist Church
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Springtime!

How many Spring flowers can you find in the word-search below?

D D H T N I C A Y H

R A C H E R R Y E G

M I F F Y I A A T O

A L R F P S T C G Y

G L E L O H U L E Y

N E E O R D L I S S

O M D W D E I P E N

L A P E W A P L O A

I C E S O R M I R P

A D O R N A C B B X

L A N S S U C O R C

A H Y R O S T E A L

Answers to Springtime word-search on page 46
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1st Kennington Guides

We  continue  to  meet  via  Zoom.  We  celebrated  World  Thinking  Day  by
completing  a  selection  of  peacebuilding  activities  created  by  the  World
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. We marked World Book Day by taking part in a Harry
Potter themed escape room written by St Albans library, taking lessons in charms, potions and the
history of magic. We also enjoyed a visit from Chris from South West Animal Services who showed
us a royal python, a white-faced scops owl, a blue tongue skink, some stick insects, a tenrec and a
millipede.

We are looking forward to ending the term with a mocktail party and taking part in the Girlguiding
Dundee Virtual Sleepover Science Camp.

Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Kennington Strollers

Shall we re-launch Kennington Strollers?

Some of us will have spent months indoors not getting any exercise. If you have been confined in
the house since last March and want to start to get out for a walk, it may be good to begin with a
short stroll around the playing field at Playfield Road. 

These short walks for “wellbeing” are aimed at “older” people, and those with on-going health
issues,  or  if  you  have  a  long-term  health  problem  that  needs  gentle  exercise  as  part  of  its
management such as diabetes, depression or anxiety, a short walk has been proved to help. The
company of others can also encourage you to make a start and sustain the habit of gentle exercise
outdoors, knowing there is a friendly face to greet you and chat as you walk. It doesn’t matter
what age you are or what health condition you have been experiencing, a walk is always good
medicine!

I envisage a small group of up to six people, possibly walking in twos and at a social distance of 2
metres to keep everyone safe. Many people will have had their two Covid vaccinations by May and
will hopefully be feeling safer.

If you are interested in going for a walk around the playing field and meeting up safely with others
outdoors,  please get  in touch so we can decide when to get started.  At  present given recent
Government guidance, May would seem to be a good month, when the weather is better and
assuming there are no further restrictions that might stop us!

Please email gardneraldgate@outlook.com or telephone 01865 735419 to let me know if you are
interested. If more than six people are interested to walk, we could form two groups of six people
walking on different days of the week. If Playfield Road playing field doesn’t suit you, we could
walk at Forest Side field on one day, and the Playfield Road field on another day.

— Rosemary Aldgate
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Programme 2021-22

We would normally be delivering the programme and schedule at this time of the year. Due to
Covid-19  that  has  not  been  possible.  Consequently,  there  will  be  no  usual  programme  or
membership  collection.  We  are  carrying  over  to  2021  the  membership  from  2020.  Your
membership card will remain valid for the coming year from April 2021.

Contact with members will be by the Horticultural Society database, website, the Chronicle and
noticeboards round the village.

Plant Sale:  The plant sale will not take place this year due to Government rules, which whilst
allowing some gatherings from 17th May, restrict gatherings in excess of 30. Although we could
move the date of the sale after 17th May, we could not control or restrict numbers to a maximum
of 30.

Wednesday 19th May Exbury Gardens Coach Outing

This outing will now take place on Wednesday 19th May 2021 with a limit of 30 members. The
coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:00 a.m., calling at bus stops through the village. Seating
will be allocated in accordance with social distancing rules. Face coverings will be required on the
coach and in areas designated in the grounds at Exbury. The coach will be sanitized to provide a
safe environment. Take-away foods will be on sale at Exbury. The cost is £30.00 each. Bookings can
be made with the treasurer on 730961, or by email to brianpeedell@gmail.com

Harrogate Flower Show Holiday 24th - 28th June 2021

We have a limited number of places that have become vacant. We hope to run this trip, subject to
Government rules and the position regarding the Covid-19 vaccination programme. If interested,
please telephone the treasurer on 730961.

Thursday 5th August 2021 Hyde Hall Flower Show. Further details in due course.

Saturday 4th September 2021 Annual Show - Village Hall

We are planning to run the annual show as normal, subject to the constraints of Government rules
at the time. Members wishing to exhibit (and we hope lots of you will do) can use their unused
schedule  from  last year  or  failing  that  contact  Alison  Peedell  on  730961  or  by  email
to alisonpeedell@hotmail.co.uk and request a show schedule. Further details in due course. 

— Brian Peedell, Treasurer

9

http://www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk/


10



Kennington Scouts

Scouts Skills for Life

The past few months during lockdown have been challenging both for the Scouts and for us as
leaders. In the current situation we are still unable to run normal scouting evenings at our HQ, so
we have  pressed on with  running  regular  sessions  online.  However,  through some innovative
thinking, we are proud to say we have managed to keep our young people engaged and continue
to have a large number of scouts joining us on Monday evenings over Zoom.

Recently, we have been working with our Scouts on their Challenge badges, which go towards
their Chief Scout Gold award. On a skills evening, we covered sewing on badges (with only one
thumb prick)  and ironing  neckers  and simple  bits  of  clothing.  The  evening  was  popular  with
parents, to say the least, with one scout in particular having a continuous line of clothes being
handed to him. 

Continuing  with  the  ‘Skills  for  life’  theme,  we  recently
completed an emergency aid evening over Zoom. Again, with a
slight  adaptation  for  Zoom  meetings,  scouts  practised  the
recovery  position,  bandaging  and  dealing  with  burns.  Of
course, you can’t practise the recovery position and bandaging
without a ‘willing’ volunteer. The evening had parents, siblings
and  the  odd  teddy  bear  (see  photo)  in  various  states  of
distress, which the scouts handled very well. 

Though we have had great success with our online Zoom calls,
we are very keen to go back to some face-to-face scouting.
With  the  lifting  of  lockdown  measures,  the  scout  troop  is
looking at returning to face-to-face meetings after the Easter
holidays. We look forward to welcoming the scouts back to our
HQ  in  a  Covid-safe  manner  and  enjoying  many  outdoor
activities (weather permitting).

As an extra note, we are currently looking for adult helpers to join our leadership team at the 40 th

Scout Group. No prior scouting or ‘outdoor’ knowledge is needed, just a willingness to take part
and help. If you are interested in learning more about the opportunities available, please get in
touch at Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

— Andrew Lee, Assistant Scout Leader – Warrior Scout Troop

Kennington History Society

We have no plans to meet in the immediate future.

— Bob Johnston
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Bee-ing Creative During Lockdown

Last year I started my Duke of Edinburgh silver award and for my volunteering I decided to help
out in Kennington library, However, after Covid-19 came along that was unfortunately no longer an
option. Not to be defeated, I found inspiration on the RSPB website which showed instructions on
how to build bee houses and other ideas to help wildlife during lockdown. 

I decided to use this as the basis for my volunteering because I love wildlife and I also wanted to
learn  more  about  bees.  My dad  helped me  a  lot  with  building  the  bee  houses  and  I  learnt
woodworking skills like how to use a saw and drill. By the end of the project I was able to make a
bee house entirely by myself. 

My volunteering lasted six  months and over that  time, together with my father,  we prepared
eleven bee houses with the plan to distribute them locally. So far in addition to making houses for
my own garden, I  presented several  to neighbours and,  encouraged by Rosey Hollinrake, have
given a bumble bee nesting box and solitary bee box to St Swithun’s Church. 

I really enjoyed this activity and learning new skills. However, my favourite part is watching the
houses to see the different types of bees and wasps that visit. Over last summer we saw blue
mason bees, a leaf cutter bee (who had originally been nesting in our garden wall) and parasitic
bees and wasps all take an interest in the two houses we put up. 

While working on this project I  found out that there are over 270 different species of bee in
Britain, 250 of them are solitary bees which don’t live in hives. I mentioned before that there were
other suggestions on the RSPB website which I included in my volunteering, like feeding the birds,
topping up the bird bath with water and leaving part of the lawn unmown. Doing all of this was
pretty simple and fun. That's why I would highly recommend other people to have a go even if it is
something as simple as feeding the birds.

— Catrina Parton
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Census 2021

The national census took place on Sunday 21st March 2021. If you have not yet completed this
online, please do so as soon as possible. You will have received information in the post on how to
do this. You can also request a paper copy of the form by calling free on 0800 141 2021.

Best Kept Garden Competition

This year’s competition will take place on Saturday 3rd July, with preliminary judging taking place
in the preceding week. Please get your garden ready by 26th June. There is no need to enter, as all
front gardens will be judged from the roadside. You may see some people wandering around with
clipboards around this time! The categories are:

• Best Kept Front Garden

• Best Business Premises

• Best Hanging Baskets / Tubs

Scams

Unfortunately, I have been made aware of a scam involving residents being called and offered a
‘security wristband’ at a reduced price, which would alert someone in the case of a fall. Please
remember that if something appears to be ‘too good to be true’, then it probably is and not to give
your bank details to an unsolicited caller. If you are unsure whether something is genuine, please
ask someone you trust or call the police.

Grants

A grant of £25 has been agreed towards the Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal. The parish council has a
budget  of  £5,000  for  2021/22  towards  community  projects  that  will  benefit  the  residents  or
environment in Kennington. If you would like to find out more, please see the website or get in
touch.

BMX Track Maintenance

The BMX/pump track at Forest Side is a well-used asset but is in need of some repair work. The
council is hopeful that this will take place in the Spring, but it will mean that the track is closed
while the work is ongoing. Access to the field will also be reduced. Dates for the maintenance
work will be made public as soon as possible.

Anti-social behaviour

There have been reports of laughing gas canisters and alcohol containers being left at the playing
fields and by Sandford Lane. Unfortunately, this problem seems to have been worse during the
pandemic so the PCSO has been asked to increase her patrols in these areas.

Memorial Field

Although they were absent last year, the cattle will be returning to Kennington Memorial Field this
Spring, when the ground is a bit firmer. Please remember to keep the gates closed when the cows
are in the field.
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Wolvercote Cricket Club

Kennington Parish Council would like to welcome Wolvercote Cricket Club to the village, as they
will be hiring the facilities at Playfield Road for cricket training and matches this summer. If you
would  be  interested  in  joining  their  adult  or  junior  teams,  please  contact  them  at
wolvercotecricketclub@gmail.com.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS — April 2021

Meetings are being held virtually until further notice. Please visit the website https://kennington-
pc.gov.uk for further information and joining instructions. Members of the public are welcome.

Thursday 8th 7:30 p.m. Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesday 13th 7:30 p.m. Planning Committee meetings

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Contact the Clerk on 01865 421126 or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.
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No Miles Nursery - newly opened at 140 Poplar Grove

Plants  are  available  for  sale,  fundraising  for  www.viva.org ,  a  charity  supporting  vulnerable
children. Do visit me on foot, by bicycle or wheelbarrow. (We don’t have much space for cars in
our cul-de-sac, and I am aiming to help reduce Kennington’s carbon footprint)

I have various bellflowers, perennial hardy geraniums, winter jasmine and Sarcococca. There are
two  Helleborus  niger plants  left  (Xmas  rose),  Iris  plants,  Gladiolus  bulbs  and  Rhubarb.  Stock
changes as I dig up and divide various plants that do well in my garden.

Viva is an Oxford based charity, started around 20 years ago by a volunteer working in Bolivia,
trying to help street children.  He noticed that all  the churches were providing food for  these
children on a Monday, but then nothing was provided for the rest of the week. So he set about co-
ordinating the churches’ efforts. This strategy has blossomed. Today, Viva links up local churches in
many countries around the world to support vulnerable children in a variety of ways. Also, Viva has

set up Doorsteps, a local initiative supporting Oxfordshire’s children, with youth programmes and
under  5s  provision  amongst  other  things.  It  is  one  of  the  charities  that  St  Swithun’s  church
supports. Thanks to all  my supporters so far, I  have been able to donate £107 in January, and
£111.98 in February! The Charity is so thankful, and asked me to pass on their thanks to my team.
So, thank you again to you, my supporters.

Do pop by just to have a browse, if Covid restrictions allow. Hope to see you. Call me if you like on
07834 837225.

— Rosey Hollinrake
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Kennington Community Partnership

The Committee are now finalising "St Swithun's School – A Walk Through Time
1890 - 2020". All being well, we plan to launch the publication on Saturday 3rd

July  2021 at  St  Swithun’s  School  Summer Fayre  (assuming Covid restrictions
allow). Also, at this event we are planning an Exhibition of Photographs and a
tour of the Old School Building. Further details will be forthcoming, plus the opportunity to pre-
order the publication. 

The book is presented by decade with many photographs, quotes and memories. A final chapter
will include people associated with the school – head-teachers, teachers, governors, caretakers,
playgroup and FOSS etc. We have a wealth of information to work with and through successful
fundraising and sponsorship have been able to increase the size of the publication from the initial
98 pages to 160 pages. If we could go further we would as we have sufficient material and no
doubt unseen material.

We are still seeking contributions to be included in the 2020 Time Capsule. What items would YOU
and your children include in a Time Capsule? What would be of interest to school children in, say,
50 years, when this Time Capsule is dug up? We had the following suggestions posted on our
Facebook Group for the Time Capsule: School Lunch Menu, Iphone3, Blackberry ‘phone, Pebble
Trail Photo, Face Mask, Photo and article about Captain Sir Tom Moore, old class photos. We are
sure there are plenty more ideas that should be considered.

Finally, we held a DIY Zoom Disco on Saturday 6th March. It was kindly hosted by our resident DJ
aka James Dagg of Pub Shed Radio Fame. The families and children who took part absolutely loved
it and we have been asked to run another one. This again will be free of charge and on Zoom on
Saturday 3rd April. In the meantime though you might want to check out the on-line radio station.
http://pubshedradio.uk/

You may contact us through our Facebook page, email us at  stsw130@gmail.com or telephone
Carole on 01865 326691.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Reasons To Be Cheerful

The third British Covid-19 lockdown has felt very different to the first one, in March 2020. Maybe
that’s because much of the current one has been during the long and dark Winter nights. Whether
Boris Johnson’s current exit roadmap will transpire, and whether the world looks and feels the
same, if and when we get through this, I don’t know. What I do know is, Spring has sprung.

The evenings are drawing out, my lounge window is ajar through the day, and how blissful it is to
hear all the outside sounds instead of the acoustics of my accommodation and my own thoughts
being the main soundtrack to my life over the past few months.

People are clearly looking to the future as my ‘phone is now ringing with people asking when I will
start  to  lead my guided walks  in nature  again,  and when will  I  recommence with my wildlife
gardening consultations. All in good time folks, all in good time.

You don’t need me to be able to enjoy the slowly drying soil, the slight lawn growth, the sound of
the birds, the buzz of the bees, the smells on a country walk, the feeling of the wind in your hair
and the rain on your face. Nor the taste of the remaining Winter harvests if you have a veg plot.
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These little things remind us that life goes on. Your gardens will awaken, and give you the joy you
had during the first lockdown. The local green spaces will once again be the oasis to retreat to, as
you did last year. The blue skies seen from your windows will trigger past memories, and visions of
new memories you will build going forward.

I will be back amongst you soon enough, but I am currently still shielding, awaiting my shot at the
vaccine. Get out there, even in my absence, and enjoy nature, in all its forms. We are nature, not
separate from it. It sustains us, and we sustain it. Enjoy!

Happy Gardening!

— Stuart Mabbutt

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Re-opening – Hurray!
We are aiming to re-open the Day Centre in late April or at the beginning of May, as allowed by
Government guidelines. With the rapid local roll-out of COVID 19 vaccines, all members should
have been vaccinated, and the staff will have received their jabs and will be doing COVID tests on
themselves  regularly  too.  Initially  there  will  be  no  volunteer  helpers,  so  everyone  within  the
building will  be protected by the COVID vaccine. There will  also be all  the necessary infection
control procedures in place, so members and their families should have confidence that they are
as safe as they possibly can be when at the Day Centre.

Frustration compounded!
With no volunteers helping out initially, numbers of members who can attend will be limited for
the time being, but we know how difficult it has been for those living with dementia and their
families. We have all got frustrated at times at the restrictions on our lives and have had to be
patient. How much worse it must be for those living with dementia who don’t fully comprehend
what it’s  all  about,  and for  those caring for  them,  when there  has  been no relief  from their
constant responsibility and the demands of being stuck at home.

Members 
We are keen to make sure that Helen, our organizer, is made aware of names of any potential
members, so that they can go on the waiting list. They would then be the first to be contacted
when spaces become available after re-start. After having been severely limited in what activities
have been possible during lockdown and contact with others outside their own household has
been very limited, the prospect of attending the Day Centre will be a very welcome opportunity.
Carers may also look forward to the chance of a short period of respite during the Day Centre
hours. 

Thank you
We do owe an immense thank you to all NHS staff who have worked so hard during this pandemic,
and  also  to  the  scientists  and  medics  who  have  got  the  vaccines  available,  distributed  and
delivered so rapidly. Note to everyone -  please, please do get your vaccine as soon as you are
offered it. It really is a case of the sooner the better, the more the merrier!

Organizer, Helen, 07853 883496, www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk 

— Isobel Birse
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sylvbuckingham@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Notes of the meeting held on 9th March 2021

Several questions were raised at the meeting prior to the Medical Centre staff joining the meeting.
Here are the responses:

1. Kennington  Health  Centre  has  a  small  indoor  garden  which  looks  very  neglected.
Kennington PPG have some money which could be used to rejuvenate the garden for the
benefit of  patients and staff.  It  was agreed that  an improvement in the indoor garden
would be beneficial to all.

2. The Practice has vaccinated over 5,000 patients to date.

Second doses of  vaccines will  start  to  be given towards  the end of  March (22 nd  is  the
proposed date). As always it is dependent on the availability of the vaccines.

Patients will be contacted by ‘phone (especially the elderly) or text if the Practice has the
‘phone number. Patients are asked not to contact the practice as they will be contacted
when it is their turn. There may be a possibility for some patients to book directly via an
app.

Cohort 7 are being vaccinated at the Kassam Stadium but cohort 8 will be vaccinated soon
at the Health Centre. Doses will not be mixed, i.e. patients who have been given the Pfizer
vaccine will  get a second dose of that vaccine as the various vaccines work in different
ways.

3. Consideration will be given to ensuring volunteer drivers can be vaccinated soon. There
were over 60 volunteer drivers with some also helping patients in other areas such as
taking relatives to care homes and GP appointments.

4. Appointment system on the day. It was explained that patients can ‘phone the Practice to
get a same day appointment. The reason an appointment is not given for the following day
is  to avoid filling the day and preventing patients  who ‘phone the following day from
getting an appointment.

5. Answer ‘phone: the message has been changed to try and make it shorter but there is an
obligation to include specific information and the Practice cannot change this.

6. The needs of patients with learning disabilities were discussed. Doctors stated that patients
had an annual review which took over an hour. Doctors are aware of the issues related to
ensuring they were not disadvantaged in their health needs including cancer screening.

Date and time of next meeting 27th April at 7:30 p.m.

— Chris Sugden (on behalf of the PPG)
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

Spring has arrived on the OPT sites with daffodils having bloomed, bluebells flowering and leaves
appearing on trees and hedgerows. The longer days and better weather enable us to enjoy the
countryside at  its best with birds singing and the opportunity to see an increasing amount of
wildlife. Do share any photos or drawings of our land via our social media accounts on Facebook or
Twitter (@OxfordPresTrust). It is lovely to see wildlife you have spotted, as well as the enjoyment
of walking or cycling in the countryside.

Throughout  lockdown,  many  of  you  will  have  walked,  jogged,  or  cycled  along  the  improved
Sustrans  Cycle  Path  which  runs  alongside  the  railway  line  and through  the  Kennington Flood
Meadows and is part of the National Cycle Network route number 5. This wonderful scheme was
entered into the OPT Awards  2020 and I  am delighted  to share  that  it  won a  plaque  in  the
Landscape and Public Realm category. Judges recognised the public benefit and increased health
and wellbeing  opportunities  of  the improved path,  not  just  for  Kennington but  for  the wider
community. 

Our  conservation  work  parties  have  been  cancelled  throughout  the  pandemic,  but  with  the
Government’s ‘roadmap’ published in February we are now planning on recommencing our work
parties across our OPT sites. If  you would like to volunteer at any OPT green spaces, we have
regular  conservation  work  parties  across  our  sites.  No  previous  experience  is  necessary  but
outdoor clothing and gardening gloves are required. Currently we are limiting numbers to ensure
we are following Government guidance and will increase these as and when we can. The dates for
our  next  few  scheduled  work  parties  are  available  on  our  website:
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events

As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. Becoming a member is easy, You can do
so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the office on 01865 242918. 

— Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

New Year’s Day Walk 2021

Unfortunately, due the weather on New Year’s Day 2021, the annual walk had to be cancelled – for
the first time in 35 years.

On 1st January of this year, socially distanced of course, to maintain the tradition, three stalwarts
did cover a very truncated part of our usual walk. 

Now, 2021 just happens to be the 85th Anniversary of Kennington as a Civil Parish. On the 50 th

Anniversary some 130 residents walked the true boundary of our village and at the junction of the
A4130 at Hinksey Hill Top, we Beat the Bounds in celebration.

I thought it might be a nice idea to move this year’s NYD walk to August Bank Holiday on Monday
30th – and take the opportunity to Beat the Bounds once again.

We meet at the village centre car park at 11 a.m., so why not book this date in your diaries?

— Roger Dennett 07837-191-893

29

mailto:l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
http://bit.ly/2joinopt
http://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events


30



From the Editor

Happy Easter to all our readers! We hope you will enjoy a
little break over the holiday, especially those of you at work
or school. April is such a beautiful time of year and this year
in particular, it signals the start of that time when friends
and family can truly be together again. School for all began
again  last  month  and  from  all  reports,  school  staff  and
students were very pleased to be back. Thank you to the
pupils of Maple Class at St Swithun’s School for their lovely
account of  what  it  means to them to be back with their
friends and teachers, enjoying the learning in the classroom
once more.

The roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine continues at a pace and
from April we shall be able to meet up to six friends or family members outdoors and enjoy some
outdoor sports again. And then later this month, so much else will re-open and even self-catering
holidays can begin. Let us hope that the infection rate continues to fall, people take the vaccine
when offered and the light  at  the end of  the tunnel  really  does  shine brighter  and brighter!
Meanwhile  the  rules  still  have  to be followed but  the  message  of  hope that  Easter  brings  is
especially significant this year.

We are delighted to return to print this month and I am grateful to our deliverers who have all
been very willing to return to your letterboxes! Enjoy these lovely, longer and warmer days!

— Amena Sutton

Kennington Women’s Institute

Each year at this time, when travelling towards Oxford, I see the lovely display
of daffodils on the bank of the slip road opposite the Said Business School
(Templeton  College  as  was).  This  brings  back  memories  of  many  of  our  members,  past  and
present,  who  took  the  time  to  plant  the  bulbs  several  years  ago.  They  also  helped  the  3rd
Kennington Brownies plant all the ones just inside the grounds of the Business School. They all
make a bright area and makes one feel that Spring is on the way.

While going down memory lane one afternoon, it was surprising to recollect just how many things
our Institute has helped in the village over the years. 

When the new Health Centre was opened, a framed picture was presented to the Doctors at the
Health  Centre.  The  picture  hung  on  the  wall  in  the  waiting  room  for  many  years  until  it
disappeared when re-decoration took place. 

We took part in many of the events held in the village over the years. These included decorating a
float  and dressing up and being driven through the main road to Forest Side;  organising and
running the ‘tea tent’ and having a floral display at the Flower Weekend in St Swithun’s Church.
For several years we took part in the annual litter picking weekend organised by the Parish Council.
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We were extremely proud to be the organisation who had the weathervane manufactured and
positioned in place on the top of the Village Centre.  The weathervane was made for  us by a
blacksmith in Littlemore.

Our Institute was started in May 1925, so we will be 96 years old soon. There will be lots of other
activities we were involved with which will be detailed in the Minute Books and locked away in the
archives. Though our numbers are quite small at the moment and, like all other organisations, we
have not been able to meet because of Covid-19, we are determined to carry on. 

We do hope these few words will stir memories for you.

— Jean Holt

Kennington Athletic Football Club

The League has made the decision to make the current season for the men's teams
null  and void.  The main reason seems to be that  clubs  were struggling with pitch and player
availability after the season was extended to June 30th. The League has therefore set up a mini
tournament for the teams that wanted to continue playing, with games taking place between April
and May. The first teams group consists of seven teams. Each team will play each other once with
the  top  four  teams  going  into  a  semi-final  and  final  to  be  played  on  22nd  and  29th  May
respectively. The reserves are playing in the same format with six teams instead of seven.

Men’s Fixtures: (Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2:30 p.m. Kick Off)

Date Team Opposition Home/Away
10.04.21 1st Launton H

Reserves Launton Sports Res A

17.04.21 1st Summertown Stars A

Reserves Summertown Res H

24.01.21 1st Yarnton H 

Reserves Chinnor Res A

01.05.21 1st Garsington A

Reserves Yarnton Res A

04.05.21 1st Bure Park H (KO 6:30 p.m.)

Reserves No game

11.05.21 1st No game

Reserves Marston Saints Res H

15.05.21 1st Marston Saints A

At the time of publication, the Youth Teams’ fixtures have not been released but they hope to get
started in April as well.

The Kennington First team and Reserves will be hosting friendlies at Playfield Road on Saturday 3rd
April, the first game at 12:30 p.m.

— Rob Cattell
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Kennington Litter Pickers

A lockdown Year

During the pandemic many of us have been spending more time walking around our village and
have had time to notice the litter spoiling our environment. There have been village litter picks in
the past, not possible during Covid restrictions, but there are plenty of individuals who regularly
keep their immediate area cleared. 

Last year an article appeared in the Chronicle urging us all to
do our bit, not wait for ‘them’ to clear up. Shortly afterwards
a WhatsApp group was born: “Kennington Litter pickers”. The
group is very informal and is really just about getting out and
doing  some  clean-up,  with  or  without  company,  as
regulations allow. We share photos and news of our results
and it  is  amazing what we find! There are all  the obvious
things  like  drink  bottles  and cans,  huge  amounts  of  take-
away food packaging and single gloves (dozens of them) and
now also disposable gloves and face masks. Stranger things
have included DVDs, several teddy-bears, a pruning saw, 12
tea towels, an antique Bovril bottle, a £10 note, and a used
pregnancy test. 

The  heavy  use  of  Bagley  Wood,  with  parking  by  the  A34
bridge, has increased the amount of stuff casually dropped
from occupants of the parked cars, particularly dog poo bags
and even used nappies. More worryingly we often find signs
of drug use including nitrous oxide cylinders which are shiny
and probably attractive to children. So, what we try to do is
go out with gloves, a large bag and a litter picker and add what we pick up to our own or the public
litter bins, trying to recycle anything clean enough. The group has gradually become larger as more
people have acquired their own litter pickers and it is very encouraging to see our walks looking
cleaner (pity we can’t do something about the mud!).

The Parish Council hopes to organise a village litter pick later in the year and will lend their litter
pickers on that day. Meanwhile we can all do our bit: even picking up ONE piece of litter when you
go out will make a difference.

If you are concerned about litter more generally you could look at the Keep Britain Tidy website,
https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/ They are planning the Great British Spring Clean between May
28th and June 13th.

If you would like to be added to the WhatsApp group please message me on 07890 061014.

— Halcyon Leonard
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Parents And Children Together

PACT calls for key workers to consider adoption

Adoption charity Parents And Children Together (PACT) is appealing for people from key worker
professions to consider adoption.

The agency would really like to hear from key workers such as nurses, teachers, police officers,
social workers, doctors, ambulance staff, childminders and those in the care sector, as given their
professional experience and skills they typically make strong adopters, and they are particularly
valued by local authorities looking to place a child. 

Rated outstanding by Ofsted and offering its families award-winning adoption support services for
life, PACT has been building and strengthening families since 1911. Last year it placed 89 children
with 66 families through its adoption services.

Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, children have continued to come into care and the need for
adoptive families is increasing. Over the last 21 months PACT’s enquiries team has spoken with
many people considering adoption and heard how this year has given people the time to consider
their route to completing their families.

PACT is a warm, welcoming and professional agency open to a wide range of people including
couples or single people, people from the Black and Minority Ethnic community and LGBT+, who
can consider adopting children over four years old, sibling groups of two or more children, children
with  a  black  or  minority  ethnic  background  and  children  who  may  have  physical  or  learning
disabilities. 

PACT Chief Executive Jan Fishwick said, “While there is no such thing as a typical adopter, we know
from our many years’ experience of matching children with permanent and loving families, that
people who work in a caring profession very often have the experience, skills and qualities to make
excellent adopters. Having said that we are always very happy to hear from anyone, whatever
their profession, who can offer love, stability and security to a child who needs this – this is always
what matters most. At PACT we work with adopters who are single and married, people who have
birth or stepchildren, or don’t have children, as well as those of different sexualities and religions.”

PACT holds regular  information events  where anyone considering adoption can find out more
about  what’s  involved  in  the  adoption  process  and  hear  from  an  adopter  about  their  own
experiences. Currently these events are online and free to attend but please do book a place in
advance by calling the friendly enquiries team on 0300 456 4800.

You can also find out more about PACT and its adoption services at www.pactcharity.org. A short
animation  to  support  this  appeal  for  keyworkers  can  be  viewed  here:
https://youtu.be/o9fUt2pCDkU.

— Sam Ward
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Kennington Youth Club

We have been very busy meeting up with our youth members online and in the
flesh, and it’s been great to be able to actually see them properly than through a screen. 

Our  virtual  sessions  continued weekly  with  challenges  galore,  including  an  excellent  week  of
Crystal Maze themed activities. Our final virtual youth club was on 10 th March. During the first
lockdown we found that once the young people returned to school,  virtual  youth club wasn’t
really required so with schools going back, we decided to do the same as before. We had a bit of
an online party with a music quiz, races, drawing, and even food parcels with homemade cakes
being delivered. Half term was especially busy with a live ‘cookalong’ on zoom (miraculous that it
worked considering technology gave up five minutes before we started), and mini pancakes in the
yard at the hall.

Meeting face to face has been a real boost to everybody’s mental health. Weekly we have offered
the chance to take part in a nature walk where we can enjoy being together (but slightly apart)
and enjoy the great outdoors. A huge thank you to St John’s College who have supported us in
taking a large group out each time. Their advice on ground conditions each week and agreement
that we could actually do organised group activities in Bagley Wood has made a huge difference.
There has been lots of muddy puddle-jumping, tree identification, country code awareness, slo-
mo filming, crafting, mindful  activities, getting-to-know-you conversations, and chats about life
cycles, all rounded off with hot chocolate and biscuits or cake. The best bit is the laughter, which
has made the world of difference in these difficult times. 

We have continued to offer competitions, our wellbeing hotline, and 1:1 wellbeing walks with
those who didn’t or couldn’t attend our weekly walk. The book swap has remained outside 4
Jackson Drive, available to all young people, and who could fail to have seen Spoonington which
arrived in the village? Our mini wooden spoon community certainly sparked some interest. Thank
you to St Swithun’s Church for your support with getting this off the ground. Congratulations to
Bethany who won our February cooking competition.

Having received advice from the National Youth Agency, as well as undertaken some extensive
research with the young people as to their wants and needs with regards to the way we develop,
the youth club is now at an exciting stage. It soon enters its fourth year since re-opening, and we
are hopeful that in the not-too-distant future, we will once more be in the building offering loads
of exciting opportunities for young people in the village.

Thank you all for your support, big and small, during these testing times.

— Roy Peach

50:50 Draw Winners March

1st Place Ball 20 £39.20

2nd Place Ball 42 £11.20

3rd Place Ball 55 £5.60

Previous draw winners are announced online at  www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We’ve raised more than £1800 through the draw. If you are interested in supporting
us in this way, it really makes a big difference, so please check out the website. You can also shop
with us and raise funds for the club. It won’t cost you any more.
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Library opening. As we write we are hopeful that the library will be able to open

from Wednesday 14th April  and that  the opening hours will  be:  Wednesday 10am-12:30 pm,
Friday 2-5 pm and Saturday 10 am to 12:30 pm. However, this is subject to change, so look out for
the latest information on the notice boards, websites and FaceBook pages.

Looking for new reading challenges?
There  are  lots  of  opportunities  being  supported  online  through the  library  service.  For  more
information, please see the website at:

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries.

One example is:

World BookNight- Books to make you smile 23rd April - https://worldbooknight.org

ONLINE COFFEE TALKS
Mike Harry, 7th April 2021 at 11am 

The longest train journey in the world!
Our own Michael Palin or 21st century Phileas Fogg! Sylvia Vetta’s
brother,  Mike Harry,  discovered the  joy  and  fascination of  travel
when he was 19 and travelled to see the Olympic Games in 1960.
Since then, travel has remained his passion. He is possibly the only
person to have traversed the World fully by land, sea and air and so
he wrote a book called “Around the World By Land,  Sea And Air  With Mike
Harry”. 

Liz Harris, 5th May 2021 at 11am

Life with the Linfords. The fictional Linfords, are a

family beneath which simmer secrets, lies and deception.
In a sweeping saga set in the 1920s and 1930s, each of
the novels, The Dark Horizon, The Flame Within and The
Lengthening Shadow - each of which is complete in itself -
tells the story of one of the Linfords. Liz will  talk about

her research, which involved travelling to such diverse locations as New York and
the North of England, and about the challenges faced in writing three novels,
involving the same family, and set in the same decades. The Lengthening Shadow was
published on 1st March, 2021. To book a place on either of the talks, please email:
meetings@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk not  later  than 6pm the day  before  the talk  i.e.
Tuesday 6th April and/or Tuesday 4th May. 

You will then be sent a link to join the meeting.

Save the date! FOKL AGM will again be online on 27th May at 7:30pm.

For latest information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen:  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell: secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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Wild About Kennington

The Wild about Kennington team have been very busy over the winter. Spring is now in the air, and
change is afoot! Our pilot verges along the west side of The Avenue will be cut as usual during
March. From April to late summer, they will be left unmown to allow the wildflowers to flower and
produce nectar and pollen for butterflies, bees and other insects. 

We will install signs along these pilot verges, to explain why they aren’t being mown this summer.
Five-year old Florence’s winning design for our logo will appear on these signs. The grass will be
mown around the edge of these pilot verges, so that car drivers can still see easily at junctions. In
September, once the wildflowers have finished flowering and their seeds have set, the verges will
be cut, all of the cuttings will be removed, and mowing will return to normal again for the rest of
the year.

Hedgehogs  will  be  emerging  from  hibernation  on  mild  nights  this
month. Is Kennington ready for them? Have you made your hedgehog
hole yet? If you have, please log it here:  www.bighedgehogmap.org I
have  just  logged mine.  At  the moment,  there  are  seven hedgehog
holes logged on this map in Kennington.

Swifts are coming to Kennington, we hope! They arrive back in the UK
in early  May every year  after  migrating some 3500km from Africa,

south  of  the  Sahara.  You
can  sometimes  see  them
over Kennington as they circle high in the sky hunting
for  flying  insects  and  making  their  characteristic
screeching  calls.  When  they  swoop  low,  they  are
looking for somewhere to nest. We have nowhere at
the  moment  in  Kennington  where  they  nest.  So  St
Swithun’s Church
have  agreed  to
our  request  to

install several swift nest boxes high up on the north side of
the church. This will happen in April sometime, and we aim
to make a celebration of it (if Covid restrictions allow). The
Fire Brigade is going to help. Thank you to many residents,
and the parish council, who have donated money to pay for
the swift nest boxes.

Folk who have been given wildflower seeds to germinate at home, how are you getting on? Are
any of them showing any growth yet? Would you like to send a photo of your seedlings to us to
put on our Facebook page? Even if not much appears to be happening to them, do still share a
photo as it can encourage us all.

A big thank you to everyone who has been encouraging us.

— Rosey Hollinrake, (wildaboutkennington@gmail.com)
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

What a joy to be able to welcome all of the children back to school, just over
three weeks ago! Rarely had staff been looking forward to a Monday morning
with  such  enthusiasm  and  anticipation.  Although  some children  had  been  in
school during lockdown, and all the children and staff had worked really hard on
making remote teaching and learning as good as it could be, it was no substitute for actually being
in school. The children have re-adjusted to the rhythms and routines of school really quickly and
are very well-focused on being the best ‘me’ they can be, both with their learning in class and in
their friendships.

We have to keep reminding ourselves that very little has changed at the moment, beyond the
children being back in school: we are still in lockdown and everyone has a part to play in doing our
best to prevent virus transmission, avoiding another peak in the number of infections. Of course,
we are all looking forward to the next stage in the relaxation of the restrictions under which we
have all been living for so long.

For the moment, though, we are rejoicing in the sights and sounds of the school coming back to
life, enjoying being together again. We are focusing on making up for lost time in terms of the
children’s learning and in the experiences we offer them as part of the well-rounded education we
provide at St Swithun’s.

Our  journalists  this  month are  Ellie  and Emma,  from Maple class (Year  4).  They have written
beautifully about being back in school from their perspective.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher

Back To School

We have all  been very excited about
coming back to school in Maple Class.
Many  of  us  have  not  been  able  to
come  to  school  for  what  seems  like
forever  –  and  we  have  really  been
missing  it.  Some  of  us  were  lucky
enough  to  come  into  school
throughout  lockdown but most  of  us
had to work from home…until now!

One  of  the  down-sides  of  learning
online from home is that we haven’t
seen our friends. Also, we couldn’t ask
direct  questions  online  and  get  an
immediate  response,  like  we  can  in

school.  At  home, although we could do our  learning when we wanted and wearing what  we
wanted (some of us had whole days in pyjamas!), there were definitely more distractions that put
us off our work. However, we have definitely been looking forward to coming back to school. 

With Monday the 8th of March drawing closer and closer we started to wonder what school would
be like. Would anything have changed? Would our friends remember us? For lots of us it was quite
a worrying yet exciting time leading up to going back.
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Finally the 8th March came and we gathered at the school gates. It was amazing to see friends and
our teacher in real-life , instead of through a computer screen. We were finally back at school…a
place where our questions were answered and a place where we could see our friends all of the
time.

It didn’t actually take very long to realise that most of what we had remembered about school was
still the same. Our desks were still in rows. We were still in year group bubbles. We still had to
wash our hands lots and lots of times everyday. Our teacher and teaching assistants were still
there to teach and help us. And our friends were still there. They had not forgotten us. 

We have all agreed that we hope that we do not have any more lockdowns because we all need to
come to school.

It’s great to be back !!

— Ellie Dean and Emma Lawson, reporters for Maple Class

Friends of St Swithun’s School (FOSS)

It has been a tough year for everyone, but Friends of St Swithun’s are hoping there is now light at
the end of  the tunnel.  We are  now looking forward to the summer and we are  delighted to
announce that we will be hosting a Summer Fair on Saturday 3rd July from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., on
the school playing fields. This will replace our usual May Fair, and will  be full of fun stalls and
attractions, along with a barbecue and fully licensed bar. Everyone is very welcome to attend, and
we hope that the whole Kennington community will come together to help us celebrate the end of
lockdown. We are still making plans, so watch this space and we’ll keep you up to date!

Fundraising has obviously been rather difficult this last year. We haven’t been able to hold any of
our usual events, so we have had to get creative and have registered with easyfundraising. This
means that you can raise FREE donations for us when you do your everyday online shopping. All
you have to do is find the retailer you want to shop with on the easyfundraising website or App,
shop as usual, and the retailer will donate to us when you make a purchase. This means you can
support the school when you get your groceries, order a takeaway, renew your insurance policies,
or buy anything else online – at no extra cost to yourself! If you haven’t signed up yet, it’s easy and
completely FREE to use.

To start earning funds for St Swithun’s, just visit:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofstswithuns/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=s-n4

Thank you so much for your support, now and in the future. We look forward to seeing you all at
our Summer Fair!

— Charlotte Buxton

Answers to Springtime Wordsearch

Hyacinth,  Cherry,  Primrose,  Crocus,  Magnolia,  Camellia,  Peony,  Snowdrop,  Iris,  Tulip,  Pansy,
Daffodil
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802

All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary

We are not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been 
cancelled.

Keep Protecting Each Other. Stay at Home as much as you can.

and Ventilate!

Copyright  Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submittersⒸ
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