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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 415105

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.stswithunskennington.org) for up to date information

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999

POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101

NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111

County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209

Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353

Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060

Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911

Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com

OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422

OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111

OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802

Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126

Village Centre Bookings.......................hallmanagerkvh@gmail.com........................07843 743718

Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422

What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

Sunday Services have restarted at St Swithun’s with:

Parish Communion every Sunday in May at 9:30 a.m.
Children’s church, runs alongside this service and starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall.

All are welcome and we shall be conducting our worship safely and cautiously following the
government’s guidelines.   For those who are not able or ready to return to worship in person a

live streamed service is available at 11:00 a.m.  
For full details please check on www.rskbenefice.org

St Swithun’s Church remains open 
 on Wednesday and Sundays for private prayer 

And every day you can also enjoy a moment of quiet in the contemplative garden

I wonder where and when you have discovered hope raising its tentative head in your life this
Spring as we slowly emerge out of lockdown.

Maybe as the earth warmed and snowdrops and crocuses bloomed, a robin trilled loud and clear
through an open window.  Little signs of new life emerging.

Or maybe as you had your first jab of the vaccine and felt a little safer as a result.

Or maybe as lockdown eased and you were able to do something as ordinary as driving on the ring
road and seeing the trees greening, the wild cherries and May trees blossoming.

Or maybe when a friend you had not heard from for many months, ‘phoned to check how you
were, or a neighbour offered to do your shopping, or came round and put cake and flowers at your
door to perk up your spirits when you were ill.  Another human being bringing some love and
kindness into your day.

These are all real tangible signs of both new life and neighbourly care right here with us.

As we tentatively come out of lockdown step by step, I am reminded of a small group of people
sitting in a locked room in Jerusalem nearly 2000 years ago.  Their hopes had been dashed as their
leader, Jesus, met a terrible death by crucifixion.  There they were grieving over his death and
afraid to go out and unsure what they should or could do next.  

Even after Jesus appeared to them several times it took time for them to really get going again, to
lose their fear, to believe something so strange, so amazing, that even in their wildest dreams they
could not dare to hope what had happened.  Jesus had died and risen from the dead, God’s love
for us could not be killed.  On 23rd May, Pentecost, we remember that small group of people fired
up with God’s love ready to tell this wonderful news of love and care to all.  To give us hope all
these hundreds of years later and remind us God’s love is always there, we just have to let go of
our fears, embrace hope, as we see new life and love breaking out in the most ordinary of places.

— Revd Pat Bhutta
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder Telephone: 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX

One of the wonders of our modern age is the speed and ease with which we can communicate.
The push of  a  ‘send’  button can wing an email  on its  way around the world to arrive a  few
moments later.

Technology has been a huge benefit during the past year.   Maintaining contact with family and
working from home have been made possible for many.   Churches and communities have kept in
touch through ‘Zoom’ - and who had heard of that 18 months ago!

We know that this has not, however, been the same for everyone.  Some will have felt excluded
due to a lack of the necessary equipment or expertise.   We hope and pray that the months ahead
will begin to see a greater ease in being able be with one another...and not just on a screen or by
‘phone.

We have been reminded that we share a common humanity not just locally, but across the world,
and that no one is immune from the speed at which viruses can spread.   Sadly, we also know that
not all nations and peoples are blessed with access to the vaccines which have recently become
part of our lives, or the healthcare which has been so important.  

As  part  of  a  worldwide  community,  we  share  a  responsibility  for  each  other,  and  from  a
perspective of faith, we respond to the love of God which extends to all  -  rich and poor alike
whether in Kennington or Kinshasa!

Almighty God, whose glory is beyond our knowing,

and whose love and grace extends to all,

we give you thanks for those who care for others

nearby and far away.

As we rest in the assurance of your love,

help us to encourage the sharing of all that is good,

in the name of Christ Jesus who gave all for us.

Amen
— God bless, Stephen

Worship at Kennington Methodist Church during May.

Services begin at 10.30 a.m. every Sunday, and will be led as follows: 

2nd May Service to be led by members of the Congregation

9th May Mr Paul Rosentall

16th May Revd John Rowland

23rd May Revd Peter Powers

30th May Revd Stephen Maunder - service to include Holy Communion
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Kennington Good Neighbours

History of Kennington Good Neighbours

For 50 years the Good Neighbours have been offering help to residents of the Village in many ways
but now especially the elderly, due to changes in the social structure of our lives.

The earliest records I can find are from ‘Thoughts of Kennington Good Neighbours’ written by
Barbara Boyne, Chairman c1995:

‘When I first came to live in Kennington in 1965 my neighbour at that time had a small metal fish
on  her  front  door.  Till  then I  had  not  met  the  sign and was  unaware  of  its  significance.  My
neighbour explained what the Fish meant and how some years before there had been a small
Voluntary group in Kennington but it was no longer functioning’.

Around 1967-68, Kennington Good Neighbours (KGN) was born. It was set up by a small group of
people, mostly, but not all, representing the Anglican, Methodist, and Roman Catholic Churches in
Kennington  after  the  Fish  Scheme  no  longer  functioned.  The  first  chairman  was  Mrs  Irene
Osbourne-King and the last founder member was Mrs Rose Taylor.

Each group of 25-30 houses had a Good Neighbour also living in the same group of houses. He/she
would be the first point of contact for those needing help or support. They would make a personal
visit to explain that KGN was a voluntary organisation willing to help in times of domestic crisis,
e.g. moving in, illness, able to help with transport, welfare or visiting. 

Cards were printed setting out the kind of things a KGN would be able to do if called upon. Help
would be provided by that person or one of the committee.

Services that may also have been provided were :-

Deliver and collect  children from school,  cook meals,  give short term domestic help, baby sit,
provide transport, fetch medicines and groceries, visit the sick and lonely, read to the blind, elderly
or infirm, and provide hospitality for newcomers to the village and the lonely.

A “village list” was produced containing details of all organisations. The “lists” were updated every
two years and those and the cards were delivered to each house on the Good Neighbours list and
so all the village would be covered. In 1991 it was funded for the first time by advertising. 

Other things started by the Kennington Good Neighbours at this time were Meals on Wheels and
Summer Holiday activities. For a few years there was also a Solo Club for people living on their
own.

Funds were raised by an Annual Coffee morning and Bring and Buy Sale to and help pay for the
monthly “Yours” Magazine (published by ‘Help the Aged’) and was available to all elderly residents
who wished to receive it.  Other Village Organisations also gave donations including the Parish
Council.

By 2000 there was no longer such a large network of Good Neighbours.   The village was getting
larger and cards were no longer in use. 

Barbara Boyne who became chairman around 1990 and committee members Mary Belcher  –
treasurer,  Rose  Taylor  –  Transport  organiser,  Linda  Marshall,  Rosemary  Wilson,  and  Thelma
Marston were in charge.
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The  first  Village  List  Booklet  was  produced with  the  backing  and  financial  help  of  the  Parish
Council. In that booklet the description for The Good Neighbours was

• K.G.N offer neighbourly care to all, especially the elderly

• Where there is a genuine need we will find a volunteer

• Help is strictly confidential 

• Some ways in which practical help can be given include :

◦ Transport, for those without, to local hospitals, Health Centre, Dentist

◦ Shopping, visiting, cooking occasional meals etc.

• If you know someone in need of friendship or support

OR

• If you could help occasionally yourself 

By 2015 the population in the Village had grown and 2000 new houses erected.

The Scholar Gipsy and the garage had been demolished and replaced with Ross Court and Flats.
New dwellings were built at the other end of Poplar Grove. Strode Court on Kennington Road had
been completed and 2007 saw the completion of Fairways.

In 2012 houses were built at the end of Simpsons Way. Since then, small pockets of land have
been developed and there is now a population over 4,500.

There are no more records until 2006 when Good Neighbours were still offering the same services.
Barbara Boyne was the Chairman leading a committee of 5. Thelma Marston the treasurer, plus
Dilys Cale, Val Martin, Alison Peedell, and Margaret Biggs

Once the Village list was funded by advertising and the number of people receiving the Yours
magazine dwindled, the need for extra fund raising was not needed and with other groups within
the Village providing coffee mornings, jumble sales, tabletop sales and so on to raise money for
their causes it was decided not to have them ourselves. 

Changes to the Social and Community Care Policies also meant some of the support offered is no
longer required and there was no longer a village wide network of Good Neighbours to provide it.

2019

The  Good Neighbours  continued to  offer  transport,  for  those  without,  to  local  hospitals,  day
centres and local amenities. The service was free but if parking was necessary then our clients
were asked to pay this or use their own Blue badges.

We had 15 volunteer drivers who made about 150 journeys between them over the year but a few
more volunteers would have been very welcome to share the load. There was also a group of
drivers who would take one person to hospital three times a week for treatment.

The Good Neighbours did not get many requests for befrienders. We had a few volunteers who
visited the lonely or housebound people on a social basis and both parties enjoyed these visits. 
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People helping people went on quietly all the time, people (who are not on our list ) who did visit
their neighbours.  The churches provided pastoral visits for the members of their churches so that
may have been the explanation. 

We still belong to the Oxfordshire Community Network Volunteer Link up and all our volunteers
are covered by public liability Insurance through them. New volunteers now have to complete a
DBS.

2020

Covid-19 came and we have not  been  able to offer  any of  our services  due to Government
regulations and restrictions. Thankfully Whats App groups and more volunteers have been helping
those in  need around the village.  Many others  have volunteered with the PPG at  the Health
Centre. 

If Good Neighbours is to continue the time has come for younger people to take up the reins.  Four
of the five committee members are over 70, two of them in their late 80s .

As Barbara would say,

‘The goodwill and willingness to help shown by so many, has made it possible for Kennington Good
Neighbours to still be in existence after 50 years, and to be part of village life’

I say, ‘Hopefully Good Neighbours will continue under new leadership to offer support to villagers
for years to come.’

Today, in May 2021, your committee is:  Margaret Biggs (Chairman), Thelma Marston (Treasurer),
Dilys Cale (Transport Organiser), Alison Peedell (your deliverer), and Dee Grant.

— Margaret Biggs

1st Kennington Guides

We continue to meet via Zoom. We enjoyed an end of term mocktail party
with a varied menu including a New Year Sunrise and non-alcoholic version of
Dark and Stormy. We discovered we all have very different tastes!

Some of our members took part in the Girlguiding Dundee Virtual Sleepover Science Camp which
included making red cabbage pH indicator, felt tip chromatography, building molecule models from
sweets and cocktail  sticks and saving the kidnapped scientists in an escape room style online
game.

We look forward to being able to meet face-to-face, hopefully in the near future.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
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Kennington Athletic Football Club
Results and Fixtures – April/May 2021

Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)

Date Team Opposition Score Kennington Goals

Sat 10.04.21 Men’s 1st Launton Drew 2-2 Tom Butler, Matty 
Crossan

Men’s Res Launton Res Won 4-0 Engli Zenelli, Oscar 
Griffiths, Keiran 
Hughes, Zac 
Hathaway

Men’s Fixtures: 
(Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2:30 p.m, Tuesdays 6.30 p.m.)

Date Team Opposition Home/Away

17.04.21 1st Summertown A

Reserves Summertown Dev H

24.04.21 1st Yarnton H

Reserves Chinnor Dev A

01.05.21 1st Garsington A

Reserves Yarnton Res A

04.05.21 1st Bure Park H

Reserves No Game -

11.05.21 1st No Game -

Reserves Marston Saints Res H

15.05.21 1st Marston Saints A

Reserves Chinnor Reserves A

Youth Fixtures: (Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15)
(Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12)

Date Team Opposition Home/Away

Sat 17.04.21 U7 Wheatley A

U8 Radley Youth H

U9 Launton H

U10 Yellows Banbury United A

U10 Green Crowmarsh A

Sun 18.04.21 U11 Hanney Youth Black A

U12 Radley Youth H

U13 Yellows Reading United H

U13 Athletic Hinksey Park Sharks H

U15 Summertown Stars H

Sat 24.04.21 U7 Kidlington Youth Tigers A

U8 Grove Challengers A

U9 Heyford Park H

U10 Yellows Harwell & Hendred H

U10 Greens St Edmunds A

Sun 25.04.21 U11 Quarry Rovers H
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Youth Fixtures (continued):

Date Team Opposition Home/Away

Sat 01.05.21 U7 Ducklington H

U8 Goring Robins H

U9 Abingdon Youth Green A

U10 Yellows Clanfield Dev A

U10 Greens Easington Sports A

Sun 02.05.21 U11 Summertonw Stars Lions A

U12 Cumnor Minors Blues H

U15 Reading United H

Tues 04.05.21 U7 Oxford City Blue H

Sat 08.05.21 U8 Didcot Casuals Blue A

U9 Didcot Town Red  A

U10 Yellows Oxford City Blue H

U10 Green Mansfield Road Blues H

Sun 09.05.21 U12 Goring Robins Red H

U15 Summertown Stars 
Rebels

A

Sat 15.05.21 U7 Garden City H

U8 Hanney Youth H

U10 Yellows Bicester Town Colts A

U10 Greens Radley Youth H

U11 Summertown Stars 
Scorpions

H

Sun 16.05.21 U12 Crowmarsh Tigers A

U15 Didcot Town H

Sat 22.05.21 U7 Botley Boys & Girls A

U8 Bure Park Tigers H

U9 Cholsey Bluebirds H

U10 Yellows Didcot Town Clarets A

U10 Greens Garden CIty H

Sun 23.05.21 U11 Grove Challngers White A

U12 Cumnor Minors Green A

U15 Crowmarsh Tigers A

Sat 29.05.21 U7 Goring Robins Red A

U9 Kingston Colts A

Sun 30.05.21 U11 Wantage Town A

U12 Watlington Town  H

U15 Thatcham Town Harriers A

Sat 05.06.21 U9 Summertown Stars 
Ninjas

A

Sun 06.06.21 U11 Goring Robins H

U12 Oxford Blackbirds H

U15 Oxford City Hoops H

Sun 13.06.21 U12 Heyford Park A

Sun 20.06.21 U15 Abingdon Youth H
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Resuming Face-to-Face Meetings

The legislation which allowed parish councils to hold virtual meetings will end on 7th May 2021, so
meetings  after  this  date  will  be  held  in  person.  As  always,  these  will  be  open to  the public,
however if you are planning to attend a meeting, it would be very helpful if you could please let
me know in advance to ensure that social distancing and other Covid-secure measures can be
maintained.

‘Wilding’ the verges along The Avenue

The first cut of the grass verges has now taken place, so the Wild About Kennington group will be
preparing the wildflower verges along the west side of The Avenue. The verges will not be cut until
later in the year, aside from strips and vision splays at the edge to maintain road safety.

Table Tennis Table

Funding has been secured from Vale of White Horse District Council and Table Tennis England for a
permanent outdoor table tennis table, which will be installed at Forest Side. Look out for details of
a mini tournament – please get in touch if you are interested in being involved.

Community Litter Pick

The parish council has organised a community litter pick on Sunday 6th June, which will be part of
the Great British Spring Clean. If you would like to take part, please contact me to register your
details and find out more.

20’s Plenty for Oxfordshire

Oxfordshire County Council  is  offering to work with towns and parishes who would like to be
involved with the rollout of a 20mph speed limit in their community. The parish council will be
considering this for Kennington at the May meeting – if you have any thoughts on this, please get
in touch as soon as possible.

Thanks to all Covid-19 Volunteers

A  huge  thank  you  to  everyone  who  has  been  involved  with  supporting  their  friends  and
neighbours throughout the pandemic - from people helping with shopping, transporting patients
for Covid vaccinations and being a listening ear on the phone. It  has been lovely to see such
wonderful community spirit in Kennington – thank you!

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS — May 2021

All  meetings are normally held in the Village Centre. Members of the public are welcome but
please inform the clerk in advance if you are planning to attend. 

Thursday 13th 7:30 p.m. Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesday 4th & 25th 7:30 p.m. Planning Committee meetings

Wednesday 19th 7:30 p.m. Playing Fields Committee meeting
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Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections.  Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Contact the Clerk on 01865 421126 or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.

Love to Sing Course - June 2021

Do you love to sing? Would you like to try something new this year?

Harmony  InSpires,  the  all-female  a  Cappella  chorus  based  in  Marcham,  (near  Abingdon,
Oxfordshire) invites women of all ages and all levels of experience to join a FREE online 'Love to
Sing' course over three evenings on 2nd, 9th and 16th June. No need to read music as we provide
teach tracks to help you learn as you sing along!

For more details email lovetosing@harmonyinspires.org or visit www.harmonyinspires.org

— Meriel Lewis, PRO for Harmony InSpires (Registered Charity Number 1157497)
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Wild About Kennington

Our pilot grass verges, along the west side of The Avenue, have had their Spring cut. Now they will
remain uncut until late Summer so that wildflowers can re-establish. This will encourage insects
and other wildlife. Look out for our fabulous signs, showing which verges are included in this
scheme.

At the end of summer, once the wildflower seeds have set, these verges will be cut again.

Kennington hopes to welcome swifts

By the time that  this  article  is  delivered,  we hope  that  four  swift nest  boxes  will  have been
installed on the north side of St Swithun’s Church. We hope to Livestream this event. If this is
successful, we will post a link to this our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/wildaboutkennington.

This is only possible because of generous Kenningtonians who have funded the purchase of the
swift boxes. Thank you so much for your generosity.

Swift facts (from RSPB website)
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• They arrive here from Africa in early May, staying only for three months to breed, before 
flying back to Africa.

• They do everything on the wing: sleep, eat, drink, mate. The only time they make contact 
with something solid, is when they nest.

• They are the fastest of all birds in level flight, a top speed of 69.3mph has been recorded. 
The forked tail closes to a point when they are going fast. Their long and narrow wings are 
great for fast flight, but not so good for slow flight and manoeuvrability. They weigh about 
the same as a Cadbury’s Crème egg.

• They have their own fleas and louse flies, which have evolved with them.

• Wet weather prevents them gobbling up insects. So they fly around storms to find dry 
areas. The chicks have the ability to go cold and torpid to survive for days without food, 
regaining weight quickly, once food supplies resume.

The reason that swift numbers have declined in recent years, is due to loss of nest sites. The RSPB
provides information about installing nest boxes. It is recommended that nest boxes are sited high
up, around 5m above the ground in eves if possible, with an unobstructed flight path. It is a good
idea to have several boxes together, as swifts are gregarious. It may take a year or two for swifts to
actually take up residence in new boxes. Let’s keep our eyes peeled and hope that swifts take up
residence in Kennington soon.

— Rosey Hollinrake for wildaboutkennington@gmail.com

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

STOP PRESS

Kennington Memory Club is getting all set up for re-opening on Monday 10th May. 

Initially  there  will  be  fewer  members  attending  than in  normal  times,  to  allow for  the  social
distancing required. There will be some other changes from before Covid, but the welcome will be
as  warm,  the  activities  will  be  stimulating,  and  the  change  of  scene  will  be  appreciated  by
members.

Initially there will be no volunteer helpers, so everyone within the building will be protected by the
COVID vaccine.  There  will  also  be  all  the  necessary  infection  control  procedures  in  place,  so
members and their families should have confidence that they are as safe as they possibly can be
when at the Day Centre.

Members

As restrictions are eased the number of members at each session will go up again, so more people
with a diagnosis of dementia will be able to benefit from the Day Centre sessions, and more carers
will get respite from their 24/7 responsibilities. We would like to invite potential members, their
families or carers to get in touch with the Club Organiser, Helen, on 07852 883496, to discuss
names going down for the Club. Website: www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk .

— Isobel Birse
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St Swithun’s Church Hall - Much loved, much neglected at 193 years old 

Benevolent stonemasonry conservation project

St Swithun’s Church Hall (the home of Apple Café) is one of the key set pieces of Kennington’s
architectural rhythm.  However, this often-overlooked landmark is decidedly beginning to show its

age as it approaches the 200th anniversary of its construction (1828-2028).

As many residents will  be aware, the exterior stonework of this building, Kennington’s original
church,  is  in  a  very  poor  state  of  health;  and  sharp-eyed  observers  might  have  noticed  that
recently a small amount of masonry came loose from the building.  Stone decay of the kind seen
on the  hall  can  create  ingress  points  for  water  into  the masonry,  provoking  further  decay  to
continue apace.   

I am a stone carver specialising in the care, repair and replacement of historic stonework.  I am
also a Kennington resident and an active member of St Swithun’s Church, so I feel well-placed to
take on the care of the fabric of this Grade II listed building of which I am fond.  Villagers seeking
reassurance that  I  am an  experienced professional  in  this  industry  may do so  at  my website
www.alexwenham.co.uk.

I  have volunteered to  take on the  repair  and conservation of  the decayed stonework  of  this
building over the coming years, treating it in part as a teaching project for stonemasonry students
from Moulton College to gain work experience (under my guidance).

The initial  plan is to carry out a full  (scaffolded) inspection of the exterior of the building this
coming summer, following which we’ll have a clearer idea of where the priorities for intervention
lie,  and prepare a plan of  action.   Permission will  be sought  to carry  out  the replacement of
defective stonework where necessary, not only to the decayed areas of the windows etc, but also
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the restoration of the missing stone crosses from the roof-gables, and the reconstruction to the
original design (as seen in old photographs) of the stone belfry-stack. (The present bell-stack was
butchered together  in  haste  out  of  concrete  blocks  in  the 1960s,  shortly  before  the hall  was
granted its listed status).

The  project  will  have  a  fully-collaborative  village  flavour,  with  grateful  thanks  to  Kennington
residents Steve Byrne, senior project manager at A F Jones Stonemasons, who has very kindly
offered to donate much of the replacement limestone block needed for this job, in addition to
acting as a sounding-board for  the project generally;  and to Kennington scaffolding contractor
Terry Matthews of KTM Scaffolding, who has offered very generous terms for the scaffolding of the
project.

The current plan is to carry out the inspection of the stonework in June/July this year.  Anyone
wanting to be involved in the project in some way, or to know more, or wishing to contribute to
the costs of this project is welcome to contact me by email at alex@alexwenham.co.uk.

— Alex Wenham 

The Apple Café

The Apple Café is hoping to re-open! We hope you have
missed us as much as we have missed you. We have all experienced a very difficult year, and even
now it is not clear when we might safely re-open, and in what format, but we are starting to put
plans in place. 

However, our main problem now is the lack of volunteers, and we cannot operate without a "pool"
of willing helpers. Unfortunately, some of our long-standing volunteers are having to stand-down -
and we thank them for the time they have given. Volunteers can help on a regular basis or very
occasionally. We are flexible and will fit in with whatever time you have available. You could help in
the kitchen or with serving, setting-up and clearing away, or help with shopping or organising the
volunteer rotas. We would also love to hear from local bakers, willing to provide an occasional
cake or cheese scones. All costs would be paid. 

Our normal opening hours are Thursdays and Saturdays 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. We were also
opening  early  on  Thursdays  from  9:00  a.m.  and  welcoming  our  younger  customers  after  the
school-run. This proved to be very popular and we would like this to continue, but would need
volunteers available on Thursdays to set-up from 8:00 a.m.

During the past year Kennington has proved itself a very caring community, organising various
support for our more vulnerable residents, and doing all they can for others. Our community Café
is sure to play an important part in helping Kennington "get back to normal"; to meet up in a safe
place, to share a pot of tea and slice of cake, and help people recover from the enforced isolation
and loneliness of the past year.  

Are you able to help the Café re-open? Contact Jill by email at: jillkb71@gmail.com

— Carole Newbigging

21

mailto:jillkb71@gmail.com
mailto:alex@alexwenham.co.uk


22 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


Interview with Becca Heddle - Kennington resident and children’s author

Becca grew up spending a lot of her time in her local library. Reading, reading, helping out and
doing more reading.

As an adult, having worked in Blackwell’s Children’s Bookshop for a while, an advertisement for
writers or editors for Usborne caught Becca’s attention. Being a book-loving person Becca jumped
at  the  chance  to  be  able  to  write  her  own.    Becca’s  first  book,  which  she  co-wrote  with  a
professional magician, was all about magic tricks and how to execute them. Whilst working with
Usborne, Becca wrote a total of 6 books for them. Since then, she has gone on to write another 40
plus others. 

Becca’s  professional  writing  is  done  for  primary  school  reading  schemes  for  young  children
learning to read. As well as this, although her work has been long- and shortlisted for various
competitions,  Becca has so far  been unable to get  her,  more creative,  work for  older readers
published at all. She understands that spending more consistent periods of time specifically trying
to write creatively would make achieving things much easier. However, she finds it  difficult to
justify taking time out of her life to do so. She also says, rather wisely, that authors need a thick
skin because of the struggles of getting their work published. She says “No matter how well you
write, there is still a chance that whatever you’ve spent so much time on will not tick the right
boxes when you send it to people. Writers need a thick skin to keep gathering the rejections and
keep going, including knowing when to push and rework a project and when to just let it go and
think of something new”.

For writing a book, Becca must first pitch ideas to the publisher who will  be looking for non-
fiction/stories for a particular age range, phonics stage or reading level.  After this she will provide
them with a sample of suggested text to show how she will express everything at the correct level.
If she gets a commission, she does more research, divides the information up into sections and
starts writing it all out, section by section, until it has all been drafted. During this process Becca
has to be mindful of the number of words she uses and the level she is working at on top of what
she is writing about. However, even after she has done all that work and gone over it all many
more times to scribble things out, move things around and add things in, she will still only be on
her ‘first draft’. This means that she will have to consult the publishers and editors to get feedback
about what she has done. This feedback will then instruct her about what to do to the draft next.
Having been through this whole process two or three times, she will eventually reach the final
version which will then be edited, illustrated and published. 

To maintain a good relationship with her publishers, Becca always tries to remember that they
really  are  people!  Wishing people a  ‘Happy Christmas’  or  thanking them when newly printed
books arrive in the post feels an important thing to remember to do, both on a human level and to
keep her in their minds when they are commissioning and looking for people to call. Keeping in
contact with people also helps as editors sometimes move around from one business to another
and can help you meet new publishers.

In order to support her writing life, Becca also does proofreading and editing, as well as tutoring
students through a scheme run by a charity that supports writers, to help them improve their
essay writing skills. She does enjoy being around other people and finds that she needs some
gregarious time to balance out all the time she spends alone at her desk. 

Becca’s advice for aspiring writers and how to develop a talent for writing is to read and write lots.
She recommends reading critically (for example: can you see how the author made you expect

23



something to happen and what clues they hid to suggest that something would?),  taking any
feedback you get seriously and being aware that readers can only see what is actually written on
the page and not what is inside your head. She suggests reading recently published things in the
area you wish to write for.  As well as this, Becca recommends writing things for yourself first to
explore the ideas you have, tell stories you feel are worth telling and always making them clear for
someone  who  is  not  you,  as  writing  is  all  about  communication  and  not  writing  under  the
assumption that anyone will buy it. Try not to be shy about who you show your work to and don’t
only show it to people you love, as they might love it just because you wrote it.

Becca also advises that when you are given feedback, read it carefully! If someone said one thing
is brilliant it doesn’t mean that everything was; if someone says that something doesn’t work for
them work out whether it is a main aspect or one that can be altered. This doesn’t mean you have
to do what they suggest to fix it; it just means that there was something that didn’t work for them.

Another thing that Becca has rather wisely said is: “Don’t expect your writing to make you a living,
let alone a fortune. Even the most successful writers earn too little for writing to be their only
source of income.” 

— Isabella Lindsay

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Take The Rubbish Home!

With the third UK Covid lockdown easing, throughout March 2021 we have seen hundreds of
people gathering in parks and green spaces, desperate to get their long-missed fix of the great
outdoors. Enjoying the sun on their backs, the breeze on their faces, and in good company, aided
by outdoor food and drink. Good times?  Well, for some, maybe.

After being hidden away in our homes, we’ve largely come to appreciate our gardens, and the
wildlife therein. People are saying that the whole lockdown experience has made them seek out
local green spaces and enjoy them more too.

Why, I have to ask, has so much litter been left by the crowds now visiting our parks and green
areas?  They  wouldn’t  leave  such  vast  amounts  of  rubbish  in  their  own  gardens  or  on  their
doorsteps.  Though,  maybe,  I’m wrong  to  assume they  wouldn’t?   Whether  or  not  there  are
enough bins available for rubbish, is irrelevant. The discarded material was originally taken to the
park so it can easily be taken home again too. It is lighter, as most of the contents have been
eaten, so what’s the problem?

It has been said it is mainly young people, university age, who have gathered and have left the
litter. These are the same young people who are shouting that their futures are being impacted by
the ecological and climate crisis we face. I’m not going to make a blanket statement that it is the
young who are littering. What I will say is, maybe the Council shouldn’t be so efficient in clearing
up our mess; maybe leave it for a few days so when the litterers return (and they will) to enjoy the
green space again, they will see and experience the true scale and impact that their littering has
caused…especially as they won’t find anywhere to sit until the litter is cleared.

Most of us wouldn’t litter in our own back yard as it impacts our enjoyment, and many would be
worried about the dangers and impact on the wildlife nearby. Maybe we should all start seeing our
shared parks and green areas in the wider community as our backyard too? Something we’re all
custodians of.  So, this year, instead of having positive impacts on your own garden, let us try and
have positive impacts on our wider community too. Happy Gardening!

— Stuart Mabbutt
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Kennington Strollers

Kennington Strollers walks resume in May

We shall be resuming our short walks around the Playing Field at Playfield Road on:

Wednesdays at 2 p.m. on the following dates: 5th 12th 19th 26th May.

Come along and join us strolling gently around the Playing field at your own pace.

These walks are for people who have been self-isolating over the past year, or  those managing or
recovering from illness, or recovering from or waiting for an operation. We will be walking in twos
at a social distance of 2m.  Bring a mask if you prefer to use one. Please do not attend if you have
had any Covid-19 symptoms in the last ten days or have been in contact with someone with Covid-
19.

If you haven’t been doing any exercise for a long time, it might be best to check with your GP. Bring
a drink and snack if you want one. There are benches at the Playing Field if you need to take a
break.

If you would like to find out more, please telephone 01865 735419. 

Text 07955897074 or email gardneraldgate@outlook.com

— Rosemary Aldgate, Kennington Strollers 

(members of the Vale of White Horse / Ramblers Wellbeing Walks)
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School

We have, as you might imagine, been really busy getting back into the rhythm and routines of
school,  since all  the children returned on the 8th March.   Of  course,  things  are still  far  from
‘normal’, as we continue with the year groups in bubbles, which are kept separate throughout the
school day.  The more we have been able to minimise mixing, the more we are doing to help
reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission among the school community.  We are certainly looking
forward to being able to properly get back to normal, with children mixing between year groups
and all playing outside together.

In the meantime, everyone has been busy in their classes, enjoying being able
to teach and learn together.  This month’s report will be something of a gallery
of learning, busyness and enjoyment of things that we’ve been doing in the
short time that the school has been open to all our children.

For  Red  Nose  Day,  supporting  Comic  Relief,  we  had  a
‘Superheroes  Day’,  for  which  most  of  the  children  and
staff dressed as superheroes for the day.  We were able to
use our superhero powers to raise nearly £630 for this very worthwhile cause.
Well done and thank you everyone!

Pupils  in  Year  5  have  been  investigating
levers,  as  part  of  their  science  work  on
forces;  we  have  many  scientists  and

engineers of the future at St Swithun’s.  Meanwhile, as part of
their  topic on Ancient Greece, Year 6 had an enjoyable time
researching  what  we  can  learn  about  life  in  the  past  from
historical artefacts.  They then designed and made their own
clay pots.

We have been very limited in the extra-curricular activities we
have been able to run for the children.  Luckily, the weather
was very good before Easter, so our gardening teams were able
to take advantage of this and get busy with jobs in the school
allotment.

As  this  edition  of  the
Chronicle goes to press,  we
are  looking  forward  to  the
start  of  the  summer  term

and hoping that, as Covid restrictions ease further, we will be
able to enjoy more of the events in school that punctuate our
calendar.  We anticipate that we will be able to hold a Summer
Fair on Saturday 3rd July, and hope that you will be able to join
us.  We look forward to welcoming you!

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Endeavour Cubs

   and a Wolf, Ox, Teddy, Budgie, Dragons & Beavers!

The  Spring  Term  was  another  exciting  time  for  the  Endeavour  Cubs  with  even  more  Zoom
meetings.  We concentrated on the Teamwork and Team Leader Challenge badges.

In the first half of the term, the Cubs refreshed their memories about
compass points with Wolf Island (which is drawing a fictional island and
following instructions which describe the locations of places of interest).
We  made  kilts  for  teddies
(see photo) and had a go at
‘Caber  Tossing’  (bottle  flip
challenge)  for  Burns  Night.
We  celebrated  Chinese  New
Year with a quiz and making
origami  ox-head  envelopes
(see photo) to give messages

of  hope  to  friends  or  family  we’ve  been  missing
(socially  distanced  of  course).  The  Cubs  have  also
worked well in teams for a game of Battleships.

We were joined by Tim from Rhythmicity Drum Workshops back in January for a fun-filled evening
of loud noise! It was just like the good old days when Cubs made a lot of noise at the HQ. The Cubs
came prepared  with  improvised  instruments  made out  of  saucepans,  kitchen  utensils,  plastic
containers  and  rice,  and  anything  else  they  could  find  around  the  house  (that  wasn’t  easily
breakable).   We played  rhythms together  and  somehow,  because  of  the  magic  of  Zoom,  we
actually sounded really good, and no I didn’t have my speakers turned off!

For the second half of term we branched out and invited the Beavers to join our online activities
and we had great fun playing more games including Simon Says and an online escape room as well
as a few others.  We found out about how Scouting started and how far across the globe the
Scouting family is spread (pretty far!).  We also got creative writing our own short poems.  Here
are a couple of examples:

There was a young man called Bob
He had not a tooth in his gob

He went to the dentist and saw the apprentice,
and now he can eat ten corn on the cob.

There once was a budgie with a tie
He thought that he could fly

He flapped his wings, and fell in the bin
That clumsy budgie with a tie

At the end of term, the Beavers and Cubs played a game of Dungeons and Dragons to rescue
Bagheera from the dungeon of the evil Lord Kiwi. The game was brilliantly put together by one of
our Young Leaders and his father, and we are extremely grateful for all the work they put in to run
a fantastic evening for us.

During the Summer Term, although Zoom meetings will continue for us, we will be reducing the
amount of screen time by encouraging the Cubs to spend time outside by setting challenges for
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their Personal Challenge and Adventure Challenge badges. We will also be working on our First Aid
skills, and have a couple of really exciting guests joining us later in the term to teach the Cubs
some things that we might not have been able to do very easily if we were meeting face to face
and had to contend with the rush hour traffic.

…and finally,

Advance Notice of our AGM – 27th May @ 7pm – please contact us at
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com for an invitation to the meeting on Zoom – see you

there!

— ClaireRylatt, Assistant Section Leader

We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time  to  get  to  know  the  kids  in  our  community  and  have  fun  yourself.   Contact  us  at:
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

3rd Kennington Brownies

Apologies for the absence of our newsletter in the past few issues. This was
due to my contracting Coronavirus in January and possible Covid-fog in missing deadlines!

The Brownies continue to thoroughly enjoy our Zoom meetings.  So what have we been doing?
The girls earned their baking badges and cupcakes were very popular.  They showed remarkable
skill in decorating their cakes and a fair bit of munching went on during the meeting!  Then an old
sock came in handy in that they were creative in making a hand puppet with googly eyes and were
very adept at puppet animation.

Have you ever tried to make a kite or a boat?  A mountain of tape was used to make a kite frame
with wooden skewers, wrap the colourful paper around it and finally attach a string to fly the kite.
The boat consisted of a scouring sponge, a stick in the sponge and a piece of square paper as the
sail.  Put that in a bowl of water or your bathtub and use a straw and blow to make the boat sail
along.  Hugely successful! I don’t know who was more tired after wrestling with these crafts – the
Leaders or the Brownies!  All of these skills go towards earning badges.  

Just before breaking up for Easter, the girls had great fun in creating ‘edible architecture’.  This
consisted of using fruit and vegetables to make any shape possible with the aid of cocktail sticks.
Best part?  Eating it all! We had an Easter quiz all about chocolate and chocolate eggs.  Do you eat
the chocolate Easter bunny ears first – most people do! The first chocolate Easter bunny in the UK
was made in 1873.  

So, come and join us, girls!  We are a very welcoming group of Brownies and would love to have
new members.  Remember that you can join at any time and the contact information is listed
below.

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs.  We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can  join  at  any  time  of  the  year.  Please  contact  Susan  on:   01235  520074  or
3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com.  More information on Girlguiding and Brownies can be found
at www.girlguiding.org.uk
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Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sylvbuckingham@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com

Oxfordshire Social Prescribing Strategy

Oxfordshire  Clinical  Commissioning  Group  (OCCG)  is  developing  a  Social
Prescribing  Strategy  for  Oxfordshire.  We  are  seeking  views  and  feedback  from  a  variety  of
stakeholders,  providers,  voluntary  sector  organisations,  GP  Practice  staff,  Link  Workers,
Healthwatch Oxfordshire, patients and patient groups to help shape the strategy. 

What is Social Prescribing?

Social prescribing is a means of enabling health professionals to refer people to a range of local,
non-clinical services. The referrals generally, but not exclusively, come from professionals working
in primary care settings, for example, GPs or Practice Nurses.  Other agencies can also refer or
people can self-refer.

Social prescribing is designed to support people with a wide range of social, emotional or practical
needs  with  those  who  could  benefit  including  people  with  mild  or  long-term  mental  health
problems, people with complex needs, people who are socially isolated and those with long-term
conditions who frequently attend health care services. 

The key aspect of social prescribing is that people are referred to a Link Worker, who will discuss
with the person what is important to them or what their aim is to address. The Link Worker can
then inform the person what options are available and refer them to an organisation or activity to
meet their need. Link Workers may also be known by other names such as a Community Navigator,
but they perform the same role.  The activities are typically provided by voluntary and community
sector organisations. Some examples include volunteering, arts activities, gardening, befriending,
cookery, lunch clubs and a range of physical activities. 

We are seeking your help to develop the strategy

Oxfordshire has a diverse range of social prescribing approaches which reflect local needs. The aim
of the strategy is not only to describe the current picture and to highlight best practice, but to
identify issues and gaps and what could be improved and how. It is also to set out a five-year vision
of what social prescribing should look like to maximise the funding and resources.  We welcome
feedback and input to shape the strategy. 

Some potential points to consider:

• Is there a social prescribing service provided by your local Primary Care Network (either ‘in-
house’ or provided by a voluntary sector organisation)?

• If so, do you know who the Link Worker is? Do they work with patients in your GP Practice?
Have they linked with the Patients Participation Group? Have you heard any feedback from
patients?

• If there isn’t a social prescribing service, do you feel that this is a gap and a need that
should be fulfilled?

• Have  you  or  a  relative  or  friend  had  experience  of  being  supported  through  social
prescribing? If so, was their experience positive or not? 
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• How would you like social prescribing to develop in the future?

These are just some examples. We would like to hear any other ideas/ suggestions and feedback.
Please contact Maggie James, Equality & Access Manager at OCCG via email at:

Maggie.james2@nhs.net or via telephone on 07769 307054.

Thank you. 

— Chris Sugden, Secretary of the PPG, csugden@ocrpl.org

Kennington Community Partnership

"A Walk in Time - the History of St Swithun's School from 1890 to
2020."

Great News!  The book is almost at the printers, and will be available to buy at the School (FOSS)
Summer Fair on 3rd July. This is a 160 page book, a limited print run of 600 copies, and will be sold
for £10 a copy.  All proceeds from the sale of the book will benefit St Swithun's School and the
Kennington Playgroup. We have included many photographs (and names!) of past pupils, staff and
events, which we hope you will find of interest.

Kennington Community Partnership is also planning other events at the Summer Fair. We were
originally hoping to hold a Garden Party, complete with a massive cake, but like many other things,
our plans  now have to be more realistic.   Therefore,  we hope to provide Cream Teas  and/or
Anniversary Cupcakes,  arrange an Exhibition of Photographs, and provide tours of  the original
Victorian school building, (now home to Kennington Playgroup), and encourage the children to
take part in an authentic Victorian experience, with prizes available! 

We hope to see you on Saturday 3rd July.  However, if you would like to reserve a copy of the
book, please do contact us (see below), and we will get back to you when the book is available,
and arrange payment and collection. Delivery within Kennington may be possible.

We have  received  more  suggestions  for  items to  be  included in  our  130th  Anniversary  Time
Capsule, and welcome further ideas. What would be of interest to school children in say, 50 years,
when this Time Capsule is dug up?  

Finally, we held our second DIY Zoom Disco on Saturday 3rd April, which proved very popular with
both children and parents. We were extremely impressed with their enthusiasm and dancing, and
loved seeing them dressed up for a "night out".  It was kindly hosted by our resident DJ aka James
Dagg of Pub Shed Radio Fame, who judged the dancing competitions and awarded Easter Eggs!
Other discos are likely to be arranged in the future. 

You may contact us through our Facebook page, email us at  stsw130@gmail.com or telephone
Carole Newbigging on 01865 326691.
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Come back to see us. We have re-opened!
Opening Days & Times

Wednesday 10.00 – 12.30 p.m.

Friday   2.00 –   5.00 p.m.

Saturday 10.00 – 12.30 p.m.

ONLINE COFFEE TALKS

Liz Harris, 5th May 2021 at 11am

Life with the Linfords. Liz will talk about her

research,  for  the  fictional  Linfords  saga,  The Dark
Horizon, The  Flame  Within and The  Lengthening
Shadow, and about the challenges faced in writing three
novels,  involving the same family,  and set in the same
decades. The  Lengthening  Shadow was  published  1st  March,
2021. 

Julie Summers, 2nd June 2021 at 11am
Behind the Scenes of ‘Dressed for War’   Julie

Summers will talk about her biography of the wartime editor of
British VOGUE, Audrey Withers. She will describe how a find in
an unsorted box in the archives of Conde Nast in New York led
her to rewrite the story of an editor  who hitherto had been
condemned as a standoffish blue stocking with no interest in
fashion. She will talk about the value of first-hand material and
how much a single object can tell you about a person. Her talk
will be illustrated and there will be plenty of variety and surprise.  To book a

place on either of the talks, please email: meetings@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk not later
than 6pm the day before the talk i.e. Tuesday 4 th May and/or Tuesday 1st  June. You will then be
sent a link to join the meeting.

FOKL AGM will again be online on 27th May at 7:30pm. 

To book your place please refer to the AGM notice that you will receive by email or by hand.

For latest information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen:  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell: secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Programme 2021-22

We would normally be delivering the programme and schedule at this time of the year. Due to
Covid-19 that has not been possible this year. Consequently, there will be no usual programme or
membership  collection.  We  are  carrying  over  to  2021  the  membership  from  2020.  Your
membership card will remain valid for the coming year from April 2021. 

Contact with members will be by the Horticultural Society database, website, the Chronicle and
noticeboards round the village.

Plant Sale: The plant sale will not take place this year due to Government rules. 

Wednesday 19th May Exbury Gardens Coach Outing. New Forest.

The coach outing take place on Wednesday 19th May 2021 with a limit of 30 members. The coach
will depart from Manor Grove at 8:00 a.m., calling at bus stops through the village. Seating will be
allocated in accordance with social distancing rules. Face coverings will be required on the coach
and areas  designated in  the grounds at  Exbury.  The coach will  be  sanitized to provide a safe
environment. Take away foods will be on sale at Exbury. The cost is £30.00 including train ride
each.  Bookings  can  be  made  with  the  treasurer  on  730961,  or  by  email  to
brianpeedell@gmail.com.  Unfortunately, the cost is higher than usual, due to the limit placed on
coach numbers.  If we can secure an increase in take-up we might be able to reduce the cost.
Some members may be apprehensive about coach travel. Whilst there is no such thing as a risk-
free trip, we believe the risk to be low. In addition to the standard preventative measures outlined
above,  the age profile of  our  members indicates the likelihood that  most,  if  not  all  will  have
received their second vaccination by 19th May.

Harrogate Flower Show Holiday:  24-28th June 2021. Cancelled due to COVID19.

Hyde Hall Flower Show: 5th August 2021.  Further details in due course

Annual Show: Saturday 4th September 2021.  Village Hall.

We are planning to run the annual show as usual, subject to the constraints of Government rules
at the time. Members wishing to exhibit (and we hope lots of you will do) can use their unused
schedule  from  last   year  or  failing  that  contact  Alison  Peedell  on  730961  or  by  email  to
alisonpeedell@hotmail.co.uk and request a show schedule. Further details in due course. 

Harrogate Autumn Flower Show: 16-20th September.

Following the cancellation of the Harrogate Summer Flower Show Holiday, we have secured an
alternative option that being the North of England Autumn Flower show held between 17 th and
19th September.  A  number  of  members  have  signed  up  for  this  trip  but  some  already  had
alternative arrangements We have plenty of spare seats if  you are interested. Telephone Brian
Peedell on 730961 for further details.

— Brian Peedell, Treasurer
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Kennington Environmental Action Group

Kennington Facebook pages – a great environmental model of ‘the buyerarchy of
needs’

This month, we want to celebrate the amazingly positive environmental impact made by the cycle
of  ‘stuff’  on  Kennington’s  facebook  pages.   With  shops  being  shut  for  so  long,  and  an
overwhelming queue to go to the tip, we have found both our way of acquiring and disposing of
stuff  (clothes,  household  items,  and  a  whole  range  of  other  things)  has  been  cut  off  to  us.
Kennington has seen an explosion of neighbourly offering of things, both online and (now the
weather  has  improved)  at  the  kerbside.   Not  only  is  this  wonderful  for  the  helpful  sense  of
community in the village (there are always neighbours on hand to help each other out and answer
requests), but it is having a huge impact on the environment.

• Did you know that from growing the cotton to the dyeing process, it can take an estimated 20,000
litres of water to make just one pair of jeans and one t-shirt?

• To put this into perspective, it would take more than 13 years for a person to drink this amount.1

• Can you believe that  in the U.K. we dump 11 million items of clothing into landfill every
week?2

And that is just clothing.

• According to a study in Scandinavia, people who bought second-hand objects – from furnishings to
cars – contributed to saving 12.5 million tonnes of CO2 in one year, because they didn’t buy new
goods and didn’t take the old ones to the dump.3

• This amount of greenhouse gas is the equivalent of flying an Airbus 380 around the globe 1,100
times.

By sharing clothes,  furniture,  toys  and more,  we reuse stuff that  has  already been produced,
reducing all the associated water and CO2 involved with manufacturing and transporting it.

As shops begin to open up again, perhaps now is the time to start asking ourselves the question –
do we really need to buy this new?  Could we get it (or something similar) through the buyerarchy4

of  needs  (illustrated  below)?   And  if  not,  could  we  support  local  businesses  rather  than
international mass-producers?  Our choices can and do make a difference.

So please do go ahead and post your requests for shoes for your children online – someone might
have the exact right pair lying in their cupboard unused. Do offer up that surplus door – it might
just be what someone else was looking for.  And as you do it, know that you’re doing your bit to
help the environment.

— Helen Wenham

____________________________________________

1 Are your jeans drinking up the world’s water? - Oxfam Online Shop Blog (oxfamapps.org.uk)
2 Second-Hand Is The Answer To Sustainable Fashion, Says Oxfam (forbes.com)
3 How second-hand objects are good for the environment (lifegate.com)
4 Buyerarchy of Needs: Using what you have, borrowing and swapping - MSU Extension
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Sollar Music

A Spring Celebration Concert

Sollar Music will be bringing a Spring Celebration concert to St Swithun’s Church on 29th May, with
excellent musicians who live locally playing in an unusually intimate setting. 

The  pieces  in  this  programme  evoke  for  me  Spring  and  the  joy  of
playing music together: Haydn’s The Lark string quartet is full of joy and
exuberance, as its nickname implies; a few of Bach’s fugues from the
Well-tempered Klavier bring stability - Bach is the composer that I often
turn  to  in  times  of  turbulence:  there  is  a  sense  of  necessity  and
belonging  about  every  note.  Lastly,  the  Andante  Cantabile  from
Tchaikovsky’s first string quartet is based on a beautiful  Russian folk
song.  When the quartet was performed at a tribute concert  for Leo
Tolstoy,  the  author  was  said  to  have  been brought  to  tears  by  this
movement. 

We would very much like the music to be accessible to all. Anyone who would like to pay the
concessionary price is welcome, and the 3 p.m. concert is designated as ‘relaxed’ for families or
those who prefer less formality. There is also an option to ‘buy one, give one’ for those who are
inclined and able to be generous.  

We held a Christmas concert in St Swithun’s Church on 19th December, which was the last chance
I had to perform to a live audience.  It was wonderful to make it a Kennington occasion. Thank you
to all who came to hear us and discovered what it’s like to hear a concert so spaced out (we think
it’s actually quite luxurious!).  On the day of the concert news of the increased restrictions were
announced and people were cancelling various family Christmas plans.  Perhaps with this in the
air,  there  was  a  real  atmosphere  of  cherishing  the  music,  and  spontaneous  sentiments  of
appreciation came from both audience and performers. 

“It was an absolute pleasure and delight to go to your concert especially after months of no live
music,” said one audience member.

You may have seen in December’s Kennington Chronicle the article about why I  started Sollar
Music last year,  growing out of the loss of shared music between players and listeners in one
space.  Once more we have experienced the last few months without the opportunity for sharing
live  music,  and we are  looking  forward  to  performing again,  as  long  as  restrictions  are  lifted
according to plan.

Please join us this month for hopefully the first concert of many more this year.

For more information or to book see www.sollarmusic.org or call me on 07941 631809.

— Vanessa McNaught Allen

Kennington History Society

The Kennington History Society has no plans to meet at the moment.

— Bob Johnston
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From the Editor

Here we are in May and enjoying some glorious sunshine.
The  low  April  temperatures  were  not  quite  expected,
especially the snowfall, but hopefully we are on the way to
a warm Summer. The Covid-19 restrictions are lifting and
we are all feeling happier about that.

In  this  month’s  Chronicle,  there  is  some  detailed
information  about  the  re-wilding  of  the  verges  on  the
western  side  of  The  Avenue.   We  look  forward  to  the
abundant growth of wild flowers and the return of insect
pollinators and other wildlife.

It is good to see so many people enjoying walks in Bagley
Wood,  along the  river,  in  the  Kennington Meadows and  on  the  Sustrans  path.   We are  very
fortunate to live here where we can enjoy so much of the outdoors at this time of year.  Maybe by
the time you read this, we shall have heard that first cuckoo!

I leave you to enjoy the poem by Thomas Dekker (c1572-1632), The Merry Month of May.

O the month of May, the merry month of May,
    So frolic, so gay, and so green, so green, so green!
O, and then did I unto my true love say:
    "Sweet Peg, thou shalt be my summer's queen!

    Now the nightingale, the pretty nightingale,
    The sweetest singer in all the forest's choir,
Entreats thee, sweet Peggy, to hear thy true love's tale;
    Lo, yonder she sitteth, her breast against a brier.

    But O, I spy the cuckoo, the cuckoo, the cuckoo;
    See where she sitteth: come away, my joy;
Come away, I prithee: I do not like the cuckoo
    Should sing where my Peggy and I kiss and toy."

O the month of May, the merry month of May,
    So frolic, so gay, and so green, so green, so green!
And then did I unto my true love say:
    "Sweet Peg, thou shalt be my summer's queen!"

— Amena Sutton
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Kennington Youth Club

With virtual youth club sessions ceasing, we continued our offer of wellbeing walks
through Bagley Wood. We’ve had a plethora of weather over the weeks, but the act
of meeting up (and often getting covered in mud) really made a big difference to our young people
so it  didn’t  bother  us.  Games of  hide and seek  occurred,  we continued with further  mindful
activities, and shared ideas about what we can do at the club in the future. It has been really
impressive  to  see  the  young  people  develop  their  skills  outdoors,  notably  when  serving
refreshments in a Covid-safe way…and who knew opening a flask would cause such confusion
either!

With Easter upon us, our competitions remained with some great prizes. Good news was on the
horizon and we would soon be able to return to centre-based activities. In the space of two weeks,
the rules  changed twice  so all  of  our  risk  assessments  and plans  had to be tweaked and re-
checked, but by the time you read this, those young people who previously attended will have
been invited back in. 

We have taken the opportunity to review our offer, and in future, we believe that it could be
possible to run a younger youth club and an older youth club.  This is something we have tried
before, but we’re seeking to amend the way in which it runs this time so that it can be more
successful. We are trialling with a small number to begin with. 

We are also keeping things reduced as  we haven’t  fully  reopened the building (as I  type this
anyway). There have been changes with some reconfiguration of the space and new (and big)
equipment arriving means that there’s some final tidying to do. Opening the whole building in one
go also requires further cleaning and more adult support, so we’re taking a steady approach to
returning, and if any adults would like to be part of what we do, please get in touch. If all works
well, by the end of the May, we will be fully open and our hall hirers will be back in too.

I’m amazed at the effort everybody has put in to get to this point. From the committee making
plans and dealing with the usual end of financial year business, to parents volunteering to help on
our walks, to those who have cleaned the building, and then the superheroes who worked hard
right before reopening to return the outside of our building to some sense of normal after it had
been graffitied all along one wall.

I mentioned changes inside above and we’ve been hinting at them for a while. As everyone will
have returned by the time you read this (and we wanted them to see it first), we can reveal that
we now have a new wellbeing/sensory room – ‘The Haven’ – which we hope to be able to hire out
in the future, and in ‘The Hangout’ we have music equipment and are hoping to give the computer
games equipment a more permanent home within the building too. Anybody who knows where all
the cables go in these things, please get in touch, as we’re getting in a muddle!

The community project,  Spoonington,  got some people very upset when it  had to be moved,
which made us chuckle. Who knew that wooden spoons could cause such a stir? It  was soon
relocated with thanks to the Parish Council and The Tandem Pub. Thank you to everybody who has
joined in with this. It’s been lovely visiting the club to tidy up and see them all. At the last count we
were up to about 40. Will we reach 100 I wonder?

— Roy Peach

50:50 Draw Winners April

1st Place Ball 55 £39.20

2nd Place Ball 23 £11.20

3rd Place Ball 60 £5.60
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Previous draw winners are announced online at  www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We’ve raised more than £1800 through the draw. If you are interested in supporting
us in this way, it really makes a big difference, so please check out the website. As you can see, the
top prize is currently around £40 per month. The more players, the greater the prize. You can also
shop with us and raise funds for the club. It won’t cost you any more.

Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

With the warmer weather and longer days, many people have been out and about on OPT green
spaces around Kennington. There is a selection of flora and fauna for all  to see from birds to
grasses and wildflowers. Please do be aware that we will have cattle returning to the Memorial
Field and Flood Meadows to graze the grass between Spring and Autumn as part of our traditional
management plan. Please ensure that the gates are closed when you walk through them to keep
the cattle grazing the correct fields. 

Whilst walking along the riverside within the Kennington Flood Meadows this
week I  noticed two Thames Conservancy Boundary markers which, in days
gone by, denoted the edge of the responsibility of River Thames Conservancy
(a historical body responsible for the management of the River Thames). The
vegetation had reduced over the winter months offering a rare glimpse of
these metal  structures, with the words ‘Conservators of the River Thames’
round the  edge  and a  crest  in  the  middle.  If  you look
carefully along the path opposite Rose Island, you may be
able to spot them. 

In addition to the unusual boundary markers, I also noticed some wildflowers
appearing, Cuckooflower (also known as Lady’s Smock) is flowering well in the
southern fields of the Flood Meadows. It has pale pink flowers which bloom
from April to June, which is thought to coincide with the arrival of the first
Cuckoo (hence its name) and a sure sign that Spring has arrived. 

Our  conservation work  parties  have recommenced across  our  OPT sites.  If  you  would like  to
volunteer at any OPT green spaces, please do get in contact. No previous experience is necessary
but outdoor clothing and gardening gloves are required.  Currently we are limiting numbers to
ensure we are following Government guidance and will increase these as and when we can. The
dates  for  our  next  few  scheduled  work  parties  are  available  on  our  website:
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events

As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. Becoming a member is easy – you can do
so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the office on 01865 242918. 

— Lindsay Priddle, l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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Kennington Village Diary

We are not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been 
cancelled.

Keep Protecting Each Other

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802

All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Copyright  Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submittersⒸ
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