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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org

As part of our prayer regime, we are encouraged to pray for ‘prisoners and captives’ and I guess
that for some time I have only thought of those being incarcerated by the law, or those taken
against their will. But having cared for my mother for the past several months I am beginning to
understand more and more how many things in life keep us as ‘prisoners and captives’ in our lives.
Things such as loneliness, poverty, illness, lack of confidence, loss of physical or mental
functioning. All these things and so many more you can think of yourselves, keep us locked in our
rooms, our homes, our inner-selves, making us more and more separate from the life going on
around us. Covid has not helped the situation one bit, causing many of us to re-evaluate our lives
and adding to the uncertainty and stress with which many people already were encumbered.

As I write this, we are looking forward to another easing of Covid restrictions when we can meet
more freely, but the news still talks of another strain of the virus beginning to take hold in certain
areas of the country. Whether this will lead to more lock-downs, more lack of freedom, we don’t
know yet; but when we are beginning to enjoy unlimited freedom, please let us remember all
those who are unable to join in our joy. All those who will never feel safe venturing out of doors,
or who are unable to break free of the things that hold them captive. Jesus said ‘I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full’. He wants us to live our lives as fully and joyfully as we
can. So, to my prayer for ‘prisoners and captives’ I shall add that I pray we who are able will give
help and succour to all those whose lives are far more fettered than our own. Please look out for
those around you who need help to carry on – whether it be a chat over a cup of tea, shopping, or
a cheery wave through the window. Sometimes we all need a lift in our spirits.

There is a pastoral team attached to all three churches in the Benefice; please contact
rsk.benefice@gmail.com or 01235 202860 for further information. Remember, we are here for
everyone – not just church-goers.

With blessings

— Revd Glynis Beckett
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Dr Stephen Maunder
Telephone: 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
stephen.maunder@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Headington Oxford
OX3 8AX
There is a prayer attributed to St Augustine which reads....
Grant us, O God,
in all our duties your help,
in all our perplexities your guidance,
in all our dangers your protection,
and in all our sorrows your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
In a way the prayer sums up many of the concerns of life including work and responsibilities,
doubts and fears, concerns and dangers, as well, of course, as loss and grief. In each of these
situations, the granting of an awareness of God’s presence and grace is sought. Some of the
phrases in the prayer may have a certain resonance at particular times of life, and all seem pretty
relevant for where we are as a community and a world.
This prayer is included amongst those that might be used at a funeral service, and during my time
as Minister within our Methodist congregation, we have lost a number of good friends, and thus it
has been my privilege to lead funeral services in which the above prayer - or at least the
sentiments within it - have been used.
In recent weeks we have shared with so many in Kennington in mourning the death of Trevor
Cowlett. In Church life, as well as offering his considerable musical abilities to worship, Trevor was
also a Church Steward and Pastoral Visitor. Most significantly however, we will simply miss who
Trevor was, apart from all that he offered.
Part of being human is to be in relationship with one another. We have been acutely aware of this
in the past year when social contact has been reduced, and we know that being human means
that we feel loss in our hearts when we lose someone close to us, and can also empathise with
others in their grief.
From a Christian perspective, being in relationship also accompanies a relationship with God,
whom we believe, is with us in times of joy and sorrow.
Furthermore, Christian faith is
accompanied with an assurance that life in this world is not the only life to be enjoyed. Whilst not
removing a sense of loss and pain, we are offered “strength for today, and bright hope for
tomorrow” as the hymn “Great is thy faithfulness” puts it. A hymn which Trevor will have played
countless times during his faithful ministry.
“In all our sorrows your peace”, the penultimate line of the prayer reads. Peace in our own hearts
as we mourn, and peace beyond the end.
God bless, Stephen
— Revd Stephen Maunder, Minister Kennington Methodist Church
Worship at Kennington Methodist Church continues each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.
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Hinksey Heights Trail
The call came in April 2020 as the shackles of the first lockdown began to loosen. It was a lengthy
plea for help that appeared as a post on the Botley Community Facebook page and in the
Kennington Chronicle. The author was John Brimble, owner of the land adjacent to the permissive
paths that form the nature trail next to the Hinksey Heights Golf Club. The trail had become
immensely popular during the months of March and April with local residents who were eager to
“max-out” on their exercise allowance. Large sections of the trail comprised lengthy sections of
wooden boardwalk and the additional visitor
load had caused extensive damage to the
timbers - to the point where the trail was at
risk of closure in the interests of public
safety. Urgent action was needed. John
Brimble’s clarion call was for local volunteers
who were willing and physically able enough
to take on the work of rebuilding extensive
sections of the footpath.
I must have been the first to answer the call
as I immediately found myself appointed as
“volunteer co-ordinator”, charged with
organising the small band of largely
inexperienced individuals who had responded to the appeal. We were a diverse bunch, including a
nursery worker, a lawyer, a retired drilling engineer, a professional artist and a couple of architects;
we even had our own rocket scientist. Preparing the ground these days involves as much
paperwork as spadework and some novel risk assessments had to be produced.
Once we were on site, the scale of the problem was only too clear. There are some 3km of paths
running through 12 hectares of scrub and wetland set in a location ecologically sensitive enough to
qualify as one Oxfordshire’s official County Wildlife Sites. The area is criss-crossed with natural
springs and the boardwalk had been devised as a way of providing a safe, dry route over the
boggiest sections of the trail. The walk had been built by students at Peers School (now The Oxford
Academy), as part of an outdoor educational programme and made possible with the help of a
grant from the Trust for Oxfordshire’s
Environment (TOE). Parts the boardwalk were
over 15 years old and the work of
maintaining the path had stopped some years
before when the school project had come to
a close. This meant that much of it was in a
poor state of repair.
Fortunately, there was a stockpile of timber
left from the original project and a collection
of landscaping tools such as wheelbarrows
and spades and a few boxes of nails and screws to get us started. Working in teams of four to six,
we began on the worst-affected areas – the ones that were a danger to limb, if not life. It was
tough, arduous work; sometimes we would have to carry heavy materials nearly a kilometre to
where the repairs were needed. It was disheartening to find areas that had been finished only the
previous month had been damaged again and it soon became clear that a wooden boardwalk was
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not a sustainable prospect, given the limited amount of human and material resources at our
disposal. Building a new wooden section of boardwalk is expensive - around £70 per metre.
We began to look at alternative ways of developing the path and approached TOE once more for
their advice and support. The result is that we are about to embark on a pilot project to replace
some areas of the boardwalk and to build new sections of path using hard surfacing – compressed
limestone chippings with proper pipe drainage running beneath. The £2,300 cost of the materials
and tool hire has been met by TOE and the work is due to begin in April as the latest relaxation in
the lockdown regulations is phased in and we can work in teams once again. The result should be
that more sections of the path will be able to be enjoyed, mud-free, all year round. The
introduction of limestone paths will form the first phase of a rebuilding of the trail (which will
eventually include the replacement of the large wooden bridge with one constructed from more
resilient materials). The first new sections of path should be ready by the end of June.
Longer-term there is real interest in seeing the trail integrated into a much more extensive
network of long circular walks, linking with the BBOWT site at Chilswell Valley to reach as far as the
Thames at Sandford Lock. We have registered a not-for-profit company to try and raise the funding
to support these ambitions Hinksey Trail Regeneration CIC and donations can be made through
our website, where there is also information about how best to enjoy the trail and the flora and
fauna that you will find there. You can also visit the website to get in touch if you would like to join
our team of volunteers.
As we approach the anniversary of our first foray onto the trail with our wheelbarrows and spades,
it is remarkable to see what has been achieved by a small group of enthusiastic individuals,
working within a continuous cycle of lockdown restrictions. With the approach of the new nesting
season there is a real sense of optimism that now pervades among the volunteers. We are once
more looking forward to a time where we can gather around a table at the Hinksey Heights
clubhouse and slake out thirsts with a few well-earned beers after a long morning’s toil in the
spring sunshine. Thanks to all who have supported us either through their sweat or their
generosity these past 12 months. For more information, see www.hinkseytrail.org.

— Nick Thorn

6

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

7

8

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Community Litter Pick
A community litter pick has been organised for Sunday 6th June. If you would like to take part,
please meet outside the Village Centre at 10 a.m. for a briefing and to distribute the equipment.
Please wear sturdy shoes and clothing appropriate for the weather.

Best Kept Garden Competition
This year’s competition will run from 26th June with final judging taking place on Saturday 3rd July.
There is no need to enter, as all gardens will be judged from the roadside.

E-scooters (Electric Scooters) - Information from Thames Valley Police
“E-scooters, or electric scooters, are growing in popularity but there is a lot of confusion around
where they can be used.
A privately owned e-scooter can only legally be used on private land and with the permission of
the land-owner.
9

In legislation, an e-scooter is classed as a powered transporter and are treated as a motor vehicle
and so fall under the Road Traffic Act. This means that they are subject to all the same legal
requirements as motor vehicles: MOT, tax, licensing, insurance and specific construction
regulations.
As e-scooters cannot currently meet these requirements, riding a privately-owned e-scooter on a
public road, pavement or other public area is a road traffic offence.”
Further
information
is
available
on
the
Thames
Valley
Police
website:
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/e-scooterswhat-are-the-rules/
Construction Traffic in Kennington
The council has been receiving reports of delivery vehicles to the Redrow and Pye Homes sites in
Radley, which have been driving through Kennington. If you witness any of these vehicles, please
send the details to the Planning Enforcement Team at Vale of White Horse District Council
(planning.enforcement@southandvale.gov.uk). Alternatively, please send the details to the clerk
to forward these on.
Grants
Kennington Parish Council awarded a grant of £100 to Enrych Oxfordshire for their work with
adults with physical disabilities in Oxfordshire.
— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS — March 2021
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre. Members of the public are welcome but
please inform the clerk in advance if you are planning to attend.
Thursday 10th
Tuesday 15th

7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Kennington Parish Council meeting
Planning Committee meetings

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Contact the Clerkor on 01865 421126 or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk.

Kennington Village Hall Management Committee
The Annual General Meeting will take place on
Wednesday 9th June 2021 at 8:30 p.m.
in the Village Hall
Residents of the village of Kennington who are over 18 years old are
entitled to attend and vote at this meeting
10
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
As I write this piece for the June Chronicle, I’m sure that we are all hoping that
the easing of the lockdown restrictions will continue and that we will be able to
get back to something approaching normal life in a few weeks’ time. Our
youngest children will probably have a rather sketchy memory of life before
lockdown! Normally, day visits and residential trips are a significant feature of our curriculum, as
we aim to give our children a rich and varied school experience. Hardly a week goes by without a
year group being out on a visit or welcoming a visitor into school. For over a year, even with the
school fully open, we have been unable to have visitors in school and
we have all been confined to the school site. Luckily, we are very
fortunate in having a large and attractive school site that we are able
to enjoy every day.
This term, each of our classes is working on a project to enhance our
school grounds. We have teams working on re-wilding two corners of
the school field, others have design briefs for making the school
grounds hedgehog-friendly, creating a mini-pond, a bug hotel or a
mosaic entrance for our new spiritual garden. Some of the classes are
designing and making sculptures and wind chimes for the garden too.
To celebrate their 75th anniversary,
Frosts at Millets Farm have recently donated 75 trees to various local
projects or organisations and we were delighted to have been given a
beautiful flowering cherry tree. Some of the children in our
gardening club were able to plant this recently. I’m sure it will be
gracing our school grounds for many years to come. Thank you very
much, Frosts!
As well as working on enhancing our school grounds, we have
recently been able to start getting out and about. First, Year 6 went to
St Swithun’s Church in the village, to see the installation of swift boxes
as part of the ‘Wild About Kennington’ project. The first year groups
to get out and about on a whole-day visit were all our children in
Saplings (Nursery and Reception), who had a brilliant day of exploration and discovery at Science
Oxford.
Traditionally, we have always had our annual May Fair, but this was of course cancelled last year.
In the hope of being able to go ahead by then, FOSS (the Friends of St Swithun’s) is planning to
hold a summer fayre on Saturday 3rd July, from 12:00 – 3:00 p.m. on the school field. An
additional feature this year will be a display by Kennington Community Partnership to mark the
130th anniversary of the school in Kennington. Do see their article in this edition of the Chronicle.
I hope that we will be able to go ahead with the fair, and am looking forward to what I am sure will
be a wonderful celebratory community event. Do ‘hold the date’! If you are able to join us, I look
forward to seeing you there.
Our report from one of the classes this month comes from Miss Wisker and her Year 1 children in
Poplar Class.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Report from Poplar Class
During the Summer term, Poplar class is learning lots about fairy tales and storytelling as part of
our ‘Enchanted Woodland’ topic. We kick-started our topic by visiting the woodland at Small
World Nursery and exploring the natural materials. Upon returning to school, we used these
natural materials to create our very own enchanted woodlands and write sentences about what
we could see, hear, smell and touch at the woods.
In our music lessons so far this term, we have learnt lyrics and actions to a song about the giant
chasing Jack down the beanstalk from the story; Jack and The Beanstalk. In science, we learnt how
to plant a seed and then all planted our own bean seeds. We are all being very caring towards our
plants, remembering to water them each day and keeping them in the sunlight. We cannot wait to
watch them grow!
In English, we have been reading the story of Rapunzel by Bethan Woollvin. We have thought
about the feelings of Rapunzel and The Witch at different points throughout the story and
described the characters using adjectives. The Rapunzel story we are reading has a slightly
different ending to the traditional tale of Rapunzel. In Bethan Woollvin’s version, Rapunzel uses
the things around her to escape from The Witch instead of relying on the Prince to save her. We
are looking forward to enjoying lots more alternative fairy tales and discovering how they are
different from their original versions!
— Miss Wisker and Poplar Class

Friends of St Swithun’s School (FOSS)
Instead of a May Fair this year, FOSS is planning to hold a
Summer Fair on Saturday 3rd July, from 12 noon to 3 p.m.
We are very excited about hosting our first event in well over a year, and hope the whole
Kennington community will come out and help us to celebrate the lifting of lockdown (fingers
crossed!). We have a huge range of stalls, entertainments, and refreshments for you to enjoy, and
all profits go straight to funding school projects to benefit every pupil! Our fundraising has been
hugely curtailed this year, so we are very grateful for your support in making the Summer Fair a big
success!
We are particularly pleased to have the brilliant Jonny & the Jive Tones performing a series of live
sets for us throughout the day. They are a cracking live band with rave reviews for their extensive
and varied repertoire featuring authentic and exciting versions of your favourites by The Beatles &
The Stones, Chuck & Buddy, Elvis & Eddie, Jerry Lee & Little Richard, Big Joe & The Big O, The Small
Faces & The Searchers and many, many more. A great time is guaranteed for audiences of all ages,
so grab a beer or a Pimm’s from the bar, and get dancing!
In between the music, we will have performances and displays from local groups, including
((BOUNCE)) and OSTMA karate, and there will be a host of stalls to enjoy – including our legendary
tombolas, Test Your Strength machine, two bouncy castles, crafts with Wild About Kennington, and
the chance to win an amazing prize in our Grand Raffle. You’ll also be well fed, with a delicious
BBQ, home-made ice cream, sweets, candy floss, and cakes.
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We are also delighted to be teaming up with the Kennington Community Partnership to host the
launch of local historian Carole Newbigging’s book ‘A Walk Through Time: St Swithun’s School
1890 to 2020’. The book will be on sale on the day, and there will also be an exhibition of
photographs and other activities.
It is sure to be an amazing day celebrating the past, present, and future of the school, and bringing
together pupils and parents old and new. Everyone is very welcome to attend, entrance is free,
and we look forward to seeing you all there!
— Charlotte Buxton

Botley & Kennington Patient Participation Group
Kennington PPG: sylvbuckingham@gmail.com. Botley PPG: botleyppg@gmail.com
Emma Teasdale from Healthwatch Oxfordshire joined the Botley Surgery PPG
meeting on Tuesday 27th April 2021 to talk about its work.
Healthwatch Oxfordshire is the county’s independent health and social care watchdog which
works to help shape and improve health and social care services in the county. It does this by
listening to what children, young people and adults have to say about local health and social care
services, whether it is praise, criticism, or ideas for improvement. Healthwatch Oxfordshire then
passes on what it hears to service providers and commissioners and holds them to account on
how they use this feedback.
Emma’s role within Healthwatch Oxfordshire is to provide support to Patient Participation Groups
(PPGs). She does this by organising events that bring PPGs together and keeping them informed
on how they can best support their surgeries. Healthwatch Oxfordshire also runs a series of
regular webinars for PPGs, which have recently focused on the COVID-19 vaccination rollout
programme in Oxfordshire, social prescribing in the county, recruiting new PPG members and
increasing representation of all patients. To find out more about these webinars and the work of
PPGs, please take a look at www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk/ppgs.
The Healthwatch Oxfordshire website also has a feedback centre at where people can share their
experiences of using local services - including GP surgeries, hospitals, pharmacies, dentists, care
homes and more. This can be found at www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk/services.
You can get in touch with Healthwatch Oxfordshire by calling 01865 520520 or by email at
hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk.
The next meeting of the PPG is by Zoom on Tuesday 8 th June from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. We shall be
joined by doctors from the Botley Medical Centre.
To join this Zoom Meeting go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85296376510 and use the Meeting
ID: 852 9637 6510
— Chris Sugden, Secretary of the PPG, csugden@ocrpl.org
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Dr Christopher Strode remembered
Christopher Strode came to Oxford in 1947 as an undergraduate at New
College, where he read medicine. In his “History of Medical Care in
Kennington” (Kennington History Project, June 1996), he described his first
encounter with Kennington when he came up to take the entrance exams
for Oxford. He travelled on his own by train, and as it neared Oxford, the
train slowed and finally stopped. He looked out to see where they were.
There was a signal box on one side and the flooded river; on the other side
was a short lane leading up to a red brick house with a distinctive
decorated gable. That was the house that he would later own and work
Dr Christopher Strode
from – 96 Kennington Road!
(1929 -2021)

In September 1958, Dr Strode joined the Kennington surgery, then held at the home of Dr
Blackman and his wife who had set it up in 1949. Dr Strode described the surgery as popular,
crowded and extremely busy. So in December 1960 he opened his own surgery at his home. He
held two surgeries a day and did all his own work – saw patients, answered the phone, wrote
letters and filled in the forms! There were no appointments and people just came in and waited to
be seen. Eventually in the mid-60s he employed a secretary.
Many houses were built in Kennington in the 1960s and 1970s so life became very busy. The
nearest maternity facility was at a large town house in Abingdon known as The Warren but many
births were at home. Dr Strode made 50 – 100 home visits per week at this time. It was clear that
a larger place was needed and with his own drive, attention to detail and enthusiasm, the current
health centre was opened in June 1976. At that time, Drs Blackman, Verjee and Strode ran the
practice. Later, in the 1980s, they were joined by Drs Darling, Frankum and Randall.
Dr Frankum writes, ‘On behalf of Dr Janet Darling, Dr Tony Randall, and myself, Dr Stuart Frankum,
it was a great privilege to know Chris, and to have him as a professional partner (and role-model).
He always had a youthful enthusiasm and inquiring mind, leading to very long and fascinating
conversations, and was a polymath: musician, photographer, fancy-dress expert (Health Centre
parties), sailor, benefactor, technical expert from the early days of IT, and, of course, an excellent
doctor. He would go to extraordinary lengths for his patients, especially children (driving into
Oxford on one occasion to deliver a single tablet on request), and was truly loved by them. His
referral letters were famous among Oxford consultants for their detail and clarity, and his clinical
notes were a model to follow. He was very kind to his GP partners, supporting them intellectually,
personally, and generously. But most of all, he was a modest and old-fashioned gentleman,
unfailingly polite, even to the most trying patients. (The only demonstration of anger I ever saw
from him was when, after a courteous farewell, he dropped the ‘phone into the receiver from
about three inches above!). He was respected, appreciated and loved by us all.’
After he retired from Kennington Health Centre, Dr Strode gifted a marvellous Hamley’s rocking
horse, Ned, to the health centre in 1992, and it remains there to today. It was a christening
present for his eldest brother in 1922 and has been played on by many generations of children. In
2016, Kennington villagers raised over £1000 to restore the horse. His kindness, commitment and
dedication to his patients will be remembered by many.
— Amena Sutton
(with thanks to Tonks Brothers funeral home for the photo and comments from Dr Frankum)
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

ONLINE COFFEE TALKS
Julie Summers, 2nd June 2021 at 11am
Behind the Scenes of ‘Dressed for War’
Julie Summers will talk about her biography of the
wartime editor of British VOGUE, Audrey Withers. She
will describe how a find in an unsorted box in the
archives of Conde Nast in New York led her to rewrite
the story of an editor who hitherto had been
condemned as a standoffish blue stocking with no
interest in fashion. She will talk about the value of
first-hand material and how much a single object can
tell you about a person. Her talk will be illustrated and
there will be plenty of variety and surprise.
To book a place on the talk, please email:
meetings@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk not later than 6pm on Tuesday 1 st June. You will
then be sent a link to join the meeting.

Return to pre COVID service
Support Your
Local Library!

Kennington Library is making every effort to return to full service as
soon as it is allowed and is hopeful to be able to increase opening
hours and restart children’s activities in the near future.
Please support your local community library:
• by joining or renewing your membership of the Friends group
• by visiting often

COMING SOON - Summer Reading Challenge 2021
From 10th July to 11th September children across Oxfordshire can join
the Wild World Heroes, Summer Reading Challenge 2021 to help save
the environment of Wilderville. Collect stickers and rewards as you
read library books over the summer holidays. Complete your challenge
at Kennington library to win a Wild World Heroes medal, certificate,
keyring and be entered into an exciting prize draw!
Under 3s can take part in a mini challenge with their own special card
and stickers.

For latest information see:
Follow us on Facebook:
FOKL Chair: Pamela Allen:
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell:
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:

www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Share your life, change a life
Could you give someone the opportunity to live the fullest life they can live? Help them grow in
confidence? Encourage them to become more independent and do things they never though they
would be able to do?
The

Shared Lives scheme matches people who need additional support to be independent, with carers
and their families. The opportunity to share a family’s life, as part of their household, gives them a
valuable alternative to staying in residential care or being looked after by a team of support
workers.

Becoming a Shared Lives Carer for Oxfordshire County Council will make a big difference to
someone's life. If you love people, and are looking for something that is rewarding, paid and
home-based - share your life, change a life. Contact us on:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlivescarers
— Sally Ellis, Team Manager, Shared Lives Scheme
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Wild About Kennington
Bringing Swifts back to Kennington
On Friday 23rd April at 11:15 a.m. five firefighters from Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue kindly installed
four swift boxes and a swift call sound system high on the north wall of St Swithun’s Church in
Kennington.
This was the culmination of several months of planning by local wildlife group, Wild about
Kennington (WaK) . The work was watched by sixty,
Year 6 pupils from St Swithun’s School who listened
to Alison Muldal, ecologist, Kennington resident
and member of WaK who said, “Swifts nested in
Kennington until 25 years ago but as far as we are
aware there are currently no swifts nesting here,
and this is likely to be because of a lack of suitable
nest sites. Swifts are frequently seen locally in
Spring and Summer after flying thousands of miles
from their southern home in Africa, and it would be
fantastic if they could make their home here again.”
The children asked many questions about the swifts and they were also able to ask questions
about the two fire engines and the hazardous job of being a firefighter. (This was all in accordance
with Covid safety regulations which allow such educational visits to take place.) The nest boxes are
designed to be long-lasting, and two small ‘tweeter’ loudspeakers were mounted close by to play
swift calls to attract them to the site.
But why do we need to provide swift nesting
boxes? Can't they just find their own nests?
Unfortunately, it is not always that easy. Swift
numbers in the UK have fallen by more than 50%
over the last 25 years. A contributing factor for
their decline is thought to be a lack of suitable
nesting sites. Originally nesting in caves, tree holes
and on cliffs, swifts have become adapted to
nesting on man-made structures - under roof tiles,
in the eaves, in lofts, and in church spires and
towers. However most modern buildings, and
older buildings such as churches that have been
refurbished, tend to have sealed roofs and walls, depriving swifts of access to these nest sites. We
are most grateful to St Swithun’s Church PCC for allowing us to use their building in this way.
Gillian Cox, Kennington resident says, “Swifts are a real sign of Summer. I can’t wait to see them
swooping over Kennington again.” Wild about Kennington is a group of local residents coming
together to promote and support wildlife friendly activity in Kennington so hopefully increasing
biodiversity.
— Jilly Andrews & Gillian Cox & Miranda Norris

23

24

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Athletic Football Club
Results and Fixtures – April/May/June 2021
Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)
Date

Team
1st

Opposition

Score

Kennington Goals
Tom Butler, Matty Crossan
Engli Zenelli, Oscar Griffiths, Keiran
Hughes, Zac Hathaway
Rob Andrews, Stu Cattell, James
Smith 3, Matty Crossan, Louis
Palfrey
Aiden Di Toro, Oscar Griffiths 3,
Keiron Hughes, Engli Zenelli, Jordan
Blackstock, Jack Clarkson
Rob Andrews
Jack Clarkson, Oscar Griffiths 2
Tom Butler, Matty Crossan
Dec Clerkin, Engli Zenelli
Steve Woodhouse, Matty Crossan
Engli Zenelli 3, Mike Hooten

10.04.21

Men’s
Men’s Res

Launton
Launton Res

Drew 2-2
Won 4-0

17.04.21

Men's 1st

Summertown

Won 8-2

Men's Res

Summertown Dev

Won 8-1

Men's 1st
Men's Res
Men's 1st
Men's Res
Men's 1st
Men's Res

Yarnton
Chinnor Dev
Garsington
Yarnton Res
Bure Park
Marston Saints Res

Won 1-0
Drew 3-3
Won 2-1
Won 3-1
Drew 2-2
Won 4-0

24.04.21
01.05.21
04.05.21
11.05.21

Youth Fixtures:

(Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15)
(Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12)

Date
Sat 29.05.21
Sun 30.05.21

Sat 05.06.21
Sun 06.06.21

Sun 13.06.21

Team
U9
U11
U12
U13 Yellows
U15
U9
U11
U12
U13
U15
U12
U15

Opposition
Kingston Colts
Wantage Town
Watlington Town
Florence Park
Thatcham Town Harriers
Summertown Stars
Ninjas
Goring Robins
Oxford Blackbirds
Berinsfield
Oxford City Hoops
Heyford Park
Abingdon Youth

Home/Away
A
A
H
A
A
A
H
H
H
H
A
H
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Kennington Environmental Action Group

If you would like to know more, then we found these videos helpful:
What really happens to the plastic you throw away? - Emma Bryce – YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6xlNyWPpB8
Plastic Ocean - YouTube (warning - this one contains some distressing images).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ju_2NuK5O-E
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Scout Group Virtual Camp for St George
St George is not only the patron saint of England, but also of Scouting, and
to celebrate St George's Day (as well as tick off a lot of badge work!) the
young people were invited to take part in a virtual sleepover with a
programme of activities that we hope was enjoyed by all.
The young people were encouraged to sleep somewhere other than in a
bed, such as in a tent or home-made shelter, either indoors or outdoors,
so their first activity was to set up where they
would be sleeping. We then came together on
Zoom in the evening for games, and a bedtime
story about St George and the dragon while
watching the campfire.
In the morning we came back together on Zoom to carefully make
biscuits while trying not to cover computers, iPads, and phones with
flour and egg (there were at least a few floury fingerprints on my
device by the end of it).
We took a break from the screen while the biscuits were baking
and cooling and cleaned up our kitchens and also found out what
sandwiches and hot drinks our family members wanted for lunch.
After about an hour we logged back in to make icing and to
decorate our biscuits. There were some great colours and designs
being used and created!
Once we’d finished decorating, we moved on to preparing lunch
for our families, making the sandwiches and hot drinks they
requested during the break. After making mountains of biscuits,
piles of sandwiches, and gallons of hot beverages, we said our
goodbyes to serve our delectable wares to our loved ones.
After this first attempt at a virtual sleepover, we’re hoping to host another virtual sleepover in
September to celebrate 25 years of the 40th Oxford Sea Scout Group having 2 Cub Packs.
Depending on how the world looks we might even be able to do some activities face to face!
— Claire Rylatt
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.
Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field
The cattle have returned to the Memorial Field, enabling our traditional management of this
special place to continue. The grazing maintains the mosaic of habitats beneficial to wildlife. It is a
species-rich grassland with large ant-hills dotted along the upper part. The steep limestone bank in
the central area is the most species-rich and includes blocks of scrub. Next time you walk through
the Memorial Field, take a look at the butterflies and insects settling on the selection of
wildflowers.
The Kennington Flood Meadows continue to be a haven for wildflowers and wildlife. Take time to
spot barn owls swopping across the meadows or the heron eagerly poised to catch a passing fish.
Please do share any sightings with us via our email or social media accounts – Facebook:
@OxPresTrust or Twitter & Instagram: @OxfordPresTrust. We would be delighted to hear from
you.
Our conservation work parties have recommenced across our OPT sites. If you would like to
volunteer at any OPT green spaces, please do get in contact. No previous experience is necessary
but outdoor clothing and gardening gloves are required. The dates for our next few scheduled
work parties are available on our website: www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events. For
more information please do contact the office.
As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. Becoming a member is easy – you can do
so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the office on 01865 242918.
— Lindsay Priddle, info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
Editor’s note:
This month will be Lindsay’s final contribution as she will be leaving OPT to take up a post in
education. We wish Lindsay well and thank her for her excellent contributions to the Kennington
Chronicle over the past few years. We hope to continue to receive articles from Oxford
Preservation Trust.

CPRE Oxfordshire
This summer will establish the direction of Oxfordshire for the next generation.
The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 will define the development strategy for the county for the next three
decades, including both the quality and quantity of housing and the broad locations for growth.
It is time to take action! This is our best, and possibly only, opportunity to influence development
in Oxfordshire over the next 30 years – don’t miss it! Waiting until actual planning applications
come forward is too late. We need your help engaging now as policy is formed, so that we can
give our countryside the best chance for the future.
CPRE Oxfordshire has prepared an Oxfordshire Plan 2050 briefing, to help you engage and get
involved in planning the future of Oxfordshire. Download a copy from our website
here: https://tinyurl.com/sm5dw2dk
With thanks.
— Julia Benning, Communications Manager
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Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Help with long-term Covid
Over a million people in the UK are suffering from Long Covid, the accepted term for Coronavirus
that lasts more than four weeks. And, sad to say, more than 70,000 people in this country have
had Covid symptoms - fatigue, breathlessness, numbness, pain or partial hearing loss - for over a
year.
If you are one of those affected, you should know that PIP (personal independence payments) may
be available. PIP is financial support for those who have an illness, disability or mental health
condition, making it hard for them to do everyday tasks or get around. Income, savings and
employment status don’t affect your PIP eligibility, and PIP can supplement any other benefits you
might be receiving. To apply, you need to be aged between 16 and your state pension age, and you
need to have had these health problems for at least three months and expect them to continue.
For help with applying for PIP, contact Citizens Advice Adviceline on 0808 278 7907 (for
Oxfordshire South and Vale). There is more information about PIP at:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/sick-or-disabled-people-and-carers/pip/
— Darius Halpern, OSAV

3rd Kennington Brownies
Spring is sprung and the grass has arisen! Over the last month the Brownies have been very busy
with their projects. They finished off their Baker’s badge with ‘cake in a mug’. We had different
concoctions and the cake was eaten immediately once out of the microwave. Yum! Yum!
Brownies always seem to be hungry!
We’ve completed our Gardener’s badge! The Brownies had a good idea of what they would like in
their ‘dream garden’. They had to draw and colour in their plan for their garden and it was obvious
from the results that the Brownies took a great deal of care and thought about this. Ideas ranged
from a fish pond, vegetable garden, flowers that would attract the bees, bee hives, bug hotels,
winding pathways and even the luxury of a hot tub and swimming pool. The girls are capable of
dreaming big thoughts!
So, we now had to contribute to the garden. The girls planted their seeds of nasturtiums,
sunflowers and courgettes while on zoom with a supply of earth and a little water. Not sure how
messy it got at home but we were all successful and the nasturtiums had already started to
germinate by the next meeting ready for the outdoors in due course. To add a bit of bling in the
garden, we all made a windmill out of paper decorated by the girls to blow in the wind.
May Day! The beginning of summer! We had a tricky quiz about May Day and did you know that
‘mayday’ is a French derivative? Challenged to come up with a word that would easily be
understood by pilots and ground staff in case of an emergency, Frederick Mockford coined the
word ‘mayday’ because it sounded like ‘m’aider’, a shortened version of the French term for ‘come
and help me’. But I digress and May Day in England is celebrated with maypole dancing and Morris
dancing. The girls had the fun of making paper flowers for their hair band or hats or just to wear in
their hair. Hugely enjoyed and worn in a variety of ways at the meeting and most colourful! Even if
the weather is not at its best at the moment, the Brownies felt the festive air of May Day.
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We have many exciting projects for the next couple of months before school is out for the summer
holidays. It is never too late to join the Brownies. We are very friendly and would love to meet
new Brownies. See the information below and join us!
— Eagle Owl
Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can join at any time of the year. Please contact Susan on: 01235 520074 or
3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com. More information on Girlguiding and Brownies can be found
at www.girlguiding.org.uk

No Miles Nursery
No Miles Nursery is newly opened at 140 Poplar Grove

Plants are available for sale, fundraising for Viva.org , a charity supporting vulnerable children. Do
visit me on foot, by bicycle or wheelbarrow (We don’t have much space for cars in our cul-de-sac,
and I’m aiming to help reduce Kennington’s carbon footprint)
If you have to drive, why not consider carbon offsetting? It is so easy to do this. When we pick up a
Co-wheels car club car to visit my parents in Essex, I use www.myclimate.org to offset our
emissions (There are other carbon offsetting websites.). All you need to do is to know your
mileage and convert it into kilometres. Then you choose which scheme of tree-planting to donate
to. We donate to tree planting in Nicaragua as Oxford is twinned with Leon, the capital of
Nicaragua. Our donation goes to help an extremely poor indigenous community to replant their
native forest. So the carbon dioxide that our car journey has added to the atmosphere will be
absorbed by the trees that this indigenous community plant on our behalf. It really is a ‘Nobrainer’ and it’s so easy!
Anyway, in June, I hope to still have Snapdragons, Nicotiana, Livingstone Daisy, Cosmos, Ageratum
as annuals for this summer. Friends from the Horticultural Society are sharing their excess edible
plants too. Many more plants of all shapes and sizes!
As I write this in May, No Miles Nursery has donated £571.22 to Viva.org. so far this year. THANK
YOU so much for supporting me.
— Rosey Hollinrake
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Consciously Maintaining Our Awareness
It has been said to me quite regularly recently, that there are more birds around this year and their
breeding season is full of even more vigorous song this time too.
I don’t know if I fully agree with these anecdotal statements. I am wondering if the restrictions on
all our lives during the last year or so due to Covid-19, have made us take more notice than usual
of what’s going on around us - things that we may have missed engaging with before that
lockdown time, bird song included.
Anecdotal evidence, though very useful, isn’t scientific by any means. So, before we all believe
nature is doing well coming out of the 3rd English lockdown, let’s just think if it is our own
awareness that’s improved and kicked in? If it is, the skill is maintaining that going forward, and
not going back into old habits. That is so easy to do. Old habits caused us to walk like zombies,
oblivious to the nature around us, just not noticing it. The art of consciously maintaining
awareness is just that, pure art, and a metaphor for life.
If on the other hand, the birds are actually doing well coming out of lockdown, and it’s not just
down to increased awareness on our part, then let’s see why that is scientifically and replicate that
in future years. We’re all custodians of the little bit of the environment around us, so we have a
duty of care towards it.
I’ve always said I don’t have all the answers, as my job is to keep us all thinking about the big
issues. Keeping them in all our consciousness, these issues deserve our attention and need talking
about more often.
Happy gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt

Litter!
The Great British Spring Clean, organised by Keep Britain Tidy, runs
from 28th May to 13th June. Kennington is joining in! As advertised on
page 9 the Parish Council is organising a litter pick on Sunday 6th June,
starting at 10 a.m. at the Village Centre. It would help if you let the
parish clerk know that you plan to join in. If you need to borrow
equipment it will be available.
Looking beyond the village many of us are concerned about the state of
the main roads. I have been in touch with our MP, Layla Moran, who
shares our concern. She is meeting with Highways England and will be
raising the issue of litter along roads like the A34 and how to have a
more effective programme of litter-picking.
Layla Moran also asked me to pass on her appreciation and thanks to everyone who is doing their
part by litter-picking in and around the village.
— Halcyon Leonard
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1st Kennington Guides
We're delighted to announce that this month we have
returned to face-to-face meetings! Be-masked, outdoors
and socially-distanced, we toasted marshmallows over tea lights and played
campfire-themed charades. It was lovely to
see everyone again and to catch up after
such a long time apart, and we're very much
looking forward to our planned bluebell
walk, paper-aeroplane competitions and
games sessions in the coming weeks.
Hopefully, as restrictions ease, we'll be able
to open up and expand our activities even more!
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Kennington Horticultural Society
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Programme 2021-22
Thursday 5th August 2021 RHS Hyde Hall Flower Show, Chelmsford.
This outing is subsidised as part of our affiliation to the RHS and therefore is open for members
only in the first instance. The coach will depart at 8:00 a.m. from Manor Grove, calling at bus stops
through the village. The cost is £15.00. Bookings can be made with the treasurer on 730961 or by
email to brianpeedell@gmail.com.
At the time of going to print, we do not know what, if any, government restrictions will be in place
regarding the pandemic. This includes what cap may be put on numbers permitted to travel.
Saturday 4th September 2021 Annual Show. Village Hall.
We are planning to run the annual show as normal, subject to the constraints of Government rules
at the time. Members wishing to exhibit (and we hope lots of you will do) can use their unused
schedule from last year or failing that contact Alison Peedell on 730961 or by email
to alisonpeedell@hotmail.co.uk and request a show schedule. Further details in due course. It
would be very useful if those intending to exhibit could notify me, so we can make early
preparations.
North of England Autumn Flower Show: 17th-19th September.
Following the cancellation of the Harrogate Summer Flower Show Holiday, we have secured an
alternative option that being the North of England Autumn Flower show held between 17th-19th
September. A number of members have signed up for this trip but some already had alternative
arrangements. We have plenty of spare seats if you are interested. Telephone Brian Peedell on
730961 for further details.
— Brian Peedell
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Kennington Youth Club
As the Easter break came and went, so too did our weekly wellbeing walks through
Bagley Wood. This year our adults took a well-earned rest from face-to-face
sessions, which allowed us time to prepare for reopening the centre.
Reopening wasn’t as simple as reverting back to how we operated as we left the last lockdown,
and several changes were required and all paperwork had to be redone. These tasks completed,
on Wednesday 21st April we reopened the doors to the club and were pleased to welcome back
familiar faces. The rules around youth settings such as ours meant that we officially had no bubble
sizes any more, but due to hall capacity and distancing, we had to limit numbers through the door.
The opportunity was taken to amend how we ‘bubbled’ the young people and we now have a
younger group and an older group, and it’s working really well.

The two groups run back-to-back with a half hour sanitising period between, and it’s exciting to
see how well everyone has slipped back into club life, despite still having to wear masks and
distance. Our young people are so used to it now that it’s second nature. What we’re seeing too is
a real sense of community and bonding, responsibility, and high level of maturity.

Despite the rules being relaxed in May and masks no longer required at school, as a youth setting
we have to continue with them for a while longer to avoid the mix of young people becoming
‘super-spreaders’ and returning to their schools and potentially closing down several classes. It
makes it frustrating for everybody involved being at school all day without a mask but then
wearing one at club, but our young people have coped admirably and we know it’s for the best
and are only too happy to play our part a little longer.
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Aside from being back on the games equipment and making use of The Haven - our excellent new
wellbeing room - we’ve had insightful conversations around school matters, friendship and
bullying, our personal lives, and have fed into national youth work conversations too. We’ve been
utilising the yard space as much as we can because as you know, we don’t have any outdoor space
otherwise. Our Listening Box has a stack of suggestions and ideas which we’re sifting through, and
we’re hopeful to start up the competitions again after the half term break.
There have been liaisons with a number of local organisations who want to link up with us in order
that we expand the services we provide to the young people of Kennington and these options are
being explored. Other than that, things are ticking along almost as though we’ve never been
closed and we’re starting to get new enquiries for joining too, which is great. If you’re interested,
please check out our website where you can use the sign up form and we’ll be in touch.
— Roy Peach
50:50 Draw Winners February
1st Place

Ball 38

£39.20

2nd Place

Ball 51

£11.20

3rd Place

Ball 46

£5.60

Previous draw winners are announced online at www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We’ve raised more than £1825 through the draw. If you are interested in supporting
us in this way, it really makes a big difference, so please check out the website. As you can see, the
top prize is currently around £40 per month. The more players, the greater the prize. You can also
shop with us and raise funds for the club. It won’t cost you any more.

Kennington Women’s Institute
I would like to offer my grateful thanks to all of you lovely ladies who have
renewed your subscriptions to this W.I. this April. It shows a conviction that we will all meet again
in the very near future. As yet we are not clear on the details of our next meeting. However, I will
keep you informed of all developments.
I am sure we are all feeling much more positive as the Covid regulations continue to be relaxed
and changed, although I expect we will be wearing masks, keeping our distance and taking care of
ourselves and each other for some time to come.
Walking locally in Bagley Wood or further afield in other ancient woodland offers us the chance to
admire this year’s spectacular bluebells. I hope these vistas lift our mood just as the restrictions
are beginning to ease, which will allow us more freedom to return to a less constricted life.
Until we can meet again, look after yourselves and stay well and safe.
— Maureen Palma
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Kennington World of Hedgehogs!
A threatened species, on your doorstep
One of the UK’s most threatened mammals is found right here in Kennington. In just the past 20
years, it seems we’ve lost over half our hedgehogs from our countryside, and a third from our
towns and cities. What harms hedgehogs - loss of habitat, loss of food, road traffic - is very
obviously due to the activities of people - hardening landscapes, using pesticides, car traffic, and
so on. What hedgehogs need - more and better-quality habitat areas, better-connected and safe is also largely within our power to provide. Our suburban gardens have become a key habitat for
hedgehogs nationally. And obviously, hedgehogs are cute, familiar and useful, and people really
like them. All in all, we’re in an excellent position to do something to help conserve them.
Secrets of the hedgehog’s world
Imagine you’re a hedgehog, living life at grass level. You need water and food - small creepycrawlies, such as slugs, snails, woodlice, caterpillars, worms and beetles. You’ll search for them in
woods and meadows, flower beds, compost heaps and lawns. You may walk 2 kilometres or more
every night in search of food or a mate - that’s a lot of gardens to get through! You need to avoid
roads and predators such as badgers and dogs. You must also have safe nests for shelter - in leaves
among bushes, under brambles or sheds. Gardens can provide all these requirements, provided
they’re not too tidy, but a population of hedgehogs needs at least 1 square kilometre of habitat to
keep itself going - the world of hedgehogs is not so small!
Meanwhile, humans have created dangerous obstacles like roads with swift traffic, and hopeless
barriers like walls, solid fences and mesh fences. It’s getting harder for hedgehogs to reach good
feeding areas. Meanwhile, we’re steadily losing the good green ground that hedgehogs and other
wildlife need, as we build more houses with smaller gardens, and replace planted areas with
paving, gravel and even (dear God!) artificial turf.
What can I do to help?
Your garden can be a great place for hedgehogs! Make sure it will provide food and shelter for
them, which means grassy and shrubby areas, not too disturbed or tidy. Avoid pesticides (slug
pellets are particularly bad) and let the hedgehogs eat the little critters. Make sure they can get in
and out of your garden to the neighbouring properties.

But what if I’ve already paved or gravelled my garden? You can still help, by making a hedgehog
highway to connect other gardens through yours, and by adding some plants or a logpile.
Building up the Kennington hedgehog map
Do you see hedgehogs in your garden? The Kennington hedgehog map shows where in the village
hedgehogs live and where roadkill is a problem. As more and more new records are added, we can
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also use the map to show a growing network of hedgehog highways and shelters, and places
where we most need new hedgehog holes. Please join in - submit your sightings and the locations
of hedgehog holes and dens, with dates and accurate locations (see below).
You can look at the map here: https://tinyurl.com/babw2rpv
Take action now
•

To join us, or to ask a question, get in touch with the Wild about Kennington hedgehog
project at kenningtonhedgehogs@gmail.com. We are here to help!

•

Submit your sightings and the locations of hedgehog holes and dens, with dates and
accurate locations, by using the online forms for live or dead sightings at
https://tinyurl.com/5ax6dmc9;

•

For hedgehog hole and den locations, use https://tinyurl.com/5765wxs6), or email.

•

To watch a video that explains how you can get an accurate location, go to
https://tinyurl.com/2ennsb3m

•

Make your garden more hedgehog-friendly, and if your boundaries are too solid, make a
hole to let the hedgehogs in and out. Add this to the
Kennington hedgehog map and mark the hole with
one of our hedgehog highway signs to inspire passersby.

•

Become a hedgehog champion for your street,
working with your neighbours to connect all your
gardens and make them better for hogs and other
wildlife.

Together we can build a world fit for hedgehogs in
Kennington!
— Sylfest Muldal

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

We have lift-off!
The day of writing this is at the end of the first week of the Kennington Memory Club Day Centre
in operation again after the Covid-19 closure. It felt very good to be able to open the doors again
on May 10th, in a Covid-safe way, to members, old and new.

Members
Hopefully we will be able to welcome more members again to each session very soon, so more
people with a diagnosis of dementia will be able to benefit from the Day Centre sessions, and
more carers will get respite from their 24/7 responsibilities. We would like to invite potential
members, their families or carers to get in touch with the Club Organiser, Helen, on 07852 883496,
to discuss putting your name down for the Club or visit www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk.
— Isobel Birse
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Wildlife of Kennington Parish
The 2021 Bagley Wood toad migration

Each spring, thousands of toads, frogs and newts migrate west out of Bagley Wood on mild nights,
crossing the old Abingdon Road on the way to their breeding ponds in the grounds of Chandlings
School. After breeding, they cross back into the wood. The road crossing is a killing ground, but
around 30 volunteers in the Bagley Wood Toad Patrol help to rescue them from the traffic, and
their careful records give us an insight into how our toad population is faring.
This year the migration stretched out over a long period, making for an exceptional workload for
patrollers. It started very early with unusually mild weather at the start of February, the first toad
appearing on 2nd February and the first large movement in mid-February. But then periods of cool
and dry weather interrupted them, so that near the end of March there were still toads going out
to the ponds at the same time as other toads were already returning to the woods. Then April was
so dry that no toads moved, having to wait until heavy rain on 27th April allowed huge numbers to
cross back.
The provisional 2021 numbers are the largest ever recorded. Our toad patrol rescued at least 2832
amphibians, including 1482 outward toads and at least 1058 returning toads, as well as 236 frogs,
5 smooth newts and 1 great crested newt. They had to give up counting on the last heavy
migration night as the pace was so hectic, so another hundred or two may have been uncounted.
Although 252 roadkills were recorded during the patrols, many more would have died but for the
efforts of the patrollers and some careful local drivers. But residential development is increasing
the threat from road traffic every year.
Meanwhile, it’s not over yet for the class of ‘21. There must be tens of thousands of little toadlets
out there, fingernail-sized hikers who will be starting a long dangerous night trek east into Bagley
Wood in late summer. They’ll be too small for the drivers even to see them!
— Sylfest Muldal
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Kennington Community Partnership
Exhibition and Celebration of 130 Years
St Swithun’s School Saturday 3rd July
FOSS (Friends of St Swithun’s School) are holding their Summer Fair on Saturday 3rd July from 12
noon to 3 p.m., and Kennington Community Partnership are delighted to partner with them for
this fantastic community event.
Kennington Community Partnership's marquee will present an Exhibition of school photographs
from days gone by, together with the Book Launch of our publication, A Walk Through Time - St
Swithun's School 1890 to 2020. The book will cost £10 a copy with all proceeds benefiting St
Swithun’s School and Kennington Playgroup.
We are pleased to help with the refreshment stall on behalf of FOSS and will be providing
anniversary cupcakes and fresh cream scones for sale. There will be the chance for children to take
part in an authentic Victorian experience with prizes available, and the opportunity to win
fantastic hampers.
The Old School Building (now home to Kennington Playgroup) will be open for visitors and will
host additional photographs on display, mainly from the 1950s and 1960s.
The 130th Anniversary Time Capsule is being displayed in the school throughout June, and will be
on display at the Fayre. We continue to receive suggestions for items to be included in the capsule.
Why not bring along suitable items or add your suggestions to our list?
KCP have arranged for a local band “Jonny & The Jive Tones” to perform during the fayre. They are
a cracking live band with rave reviews for their extensive and varied repertoire, including many old
favourites by the Beatles, the Stones, Elvis, the Searchers - and many, many more. A great time is
guaranteed for audiences of all ages!
We will be arranging additional book sales through future events within Kennington. If you are
unable to join us on 3rd July you may order directly from KCP through email or by ‘phone, after
that date - with free delivery throughout Kennington. You may contact us through our Facebook
page, email us at stsw130@gmail.com or telephone Carole on 01865 326691.
Visit us on Facebook – Kennington Community Partnership
— Carolyn Jessop
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From the Editor
We are halfway through the year now and the Summer days
are definitely a little warmer. Long may it continue!
In this month’s Chronicle, we record the sad passing of Dr
Christopher Strode, who served this village for many
decades, mainly as the senior partner at Kennington Health
Centre, but also as a stalwart of the community who lived
here and contributed to the life of the village in other ways.
He was the main photographer for Kennington Amateur
Dramatic Society (KADS) and as Margaret Biggs, archivist of
KADS recalls, the attention to detail that he showed in his
work as a medical practitioner, was reflected in the
meticulous way in which he took and presented the
photographs each year.
Very sadly, another stalwart of the village, Trevor Cowlett, also passed away in April. Trevor too,
contributed hugely to the life of Kennington. He submitted an entry to the Kennington Chronicle
every month since its inception – probably a record for the Chronicle! We shall reflect on his life in
the July Chronicle.
Do enjoy the start of the Summer and hopefully it will be a long, sunny one! We need to look out
for those hedgehogs (see article on Kennington World of Hedgehogs) and for the swifts who we
hope will take up residence in the new boxes on St Swithun’s Church. Many congratulations to the
Toad Patrol for rescuing a record number of amphibians from the old A34 as they cross from
Bagley Wood to their breeding ponds. Happier times are approaching with the gradual lifting of
restrictions. However, we must still be very cautious as the pandemic is not yet over and we must
continue to look after each other.
— Amena Sutton

Kennington Strollers
Walks in June around the Playing Field, Playfield Road
Wednesdays at 2 p.m. on the following dates: 2nd,9th,16th,23rd,30th.
We got off to a good start in May with our short gentle walks around the Playing field. The first
walk attracted 8 people despite the changeable weather. Nathan from the Vale of White Horse
Active Communities team joined us to say ‘Hello’ and see that we were operating safely. We walk
in twos, at a social distance.
The walks are for people recovering from illness, or who have been self-isolating or managing a
long term health condition. You can also come along if you are feeling completely fit and well and
just want a short walk! If you haven’t exercised for some time, it might be best to speak to a GP
first.
Please bring a drink especially if it is warm, or a snack if you need one. There is time for a chat
after the walk.
Let me know if you are coming on 01865 735419, text on 07955897074 or email
gardneraldgate@outlook.com or just turn up.
— Rosemary Aldgate, Kennington Strollers
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising
£12
£70
⅛ page 100×70 mm
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End)
01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Maggie Thomas (South End) 01865 326802
All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
We are not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been
cancelled.

Keep Protecting Each Other

Copyright Ⓒ Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submitters
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