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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.stswithunskennington.org) for up to date information

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999

POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101

NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111

County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209

Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353

Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060

Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911

Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com

OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422

OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111

OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802

Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126

St Swithun’s CE Primary school...........office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk..........01865 415105

Village Centre Bookings.......................hallmanagerkvh@gmail.com........................07843 743718

Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422

What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.or

Last week I took two assemblies at St. Swithun’s School. It is lovely to be able to welcome our new
Head Teacher, Mrs Caroline Knighton, in person and we wish her well in her new role. It is also
lovely, despite the ongoing challenges of the pandemic, to see the children back in school and
getting on with learning and enjoying being together with friends. The theme of the assembly last
week was ‘community’ … it’s a big word holding many different meanings for us. But it got me
thinking!

What does living well in community look like? The Bible talks about the church as ‘the body of
Christ’. It also talks about how every part of that body is as important and as valued as the next. I
love this image - everyone valued, everyone with their part to play. It is, of course, not without its
challenges! We don’t have to look far in the world to see what happens when community breaks
down.  Creating and sustaining good communities is something we humans have always had to
work at.

At St. Swithun’s Church we have missed our Messy Church Sundays and I am really pleased to say
that they are back! Messy Church offers an opportunity to create and build community together –
getting to know new people, sharing a good breakfast, getting involved in craft and joining in with
a time of worship. The next Messy Church will take place on Sunday 17th of October.  We start
around 9.30 a.m.  All are welcome.  We would love to see you there!

Yours in Christ,

— Revd Alison Mathew

Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
Rev. Peter Powers
Superintendent Minister and Minister at Wesley Memorial Church Oxford-based
Oxford Methodist Circuit
Tel. 07941 328155

We  have  said  our  “goodbyes”  to  Reverend  Stephen  Maunder  and  wished  him  well  in  his
retirement in Salisbury.  The three years that he was with us have flown by, partly due to the time
in lockdown.
We now welcome our new Minister, Reverend Peter Powers, who is also Superintendent Minister
at Wesley Memorial Church.  He will obviously have quite a work load with his churches and as he
settles in Oxford.  We look forward to getting to know him and in sharing church services and
church life together.

— Doreen Biggadike

Worship at Kennington Methodist Church continues each Sunday at 10:30a.m.
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News from Botley and Kennington Medical Practice
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk

Dear Patients, 

NOW:

Livi appointments live from 1st September:  BMC patients can now access digital appointments
with a Livi GP through their smart phones or computer. Livi doctors can offer medical advice along
with prescriptions delivered to a pharmacy near you. This increases the appointments offered to
our patients by 100 per week. You should have received a text containing a link to download the
app. Our website has more information about the system. At the practice we have leaflets, other
material and our receptionists can tell you more. 

• If you are our patient and you didn’t receive the text, we don’t have your current phone
number. Please provide your updated contact details by going to the Quick Links / Online
Services in the right-hand sidebar at our website. 

Call back system: This works well for patients; thank you to the PPG for passing on this feedback. A
very long wait for a call-back was reported following the late August Bank Holiday. We had over
300 calls  that  morning.  More calls  than  usual  come after  a  weekend,  doubly  so  after  a  long
weekend, so please avoid calling at those times if possible while we remain short staffed. You may
have to wait longer for a call-back during busy times. We’re monitoring the time to receive a call
back and will provide an update next month. 

Temporary  closures  of  Kennington  reception:  Occasionally,  we  have  to  close  the  Kennington
reception temporarily  from 4 pm. Planned appointments will  still  be available, please check-in
using the electronic check in system as usual. 

Who can I see at BMC and how? A guide to our services and how to book them: 

At BMC appointments with the following clinical staff can be made subject to availability: 

GPs,  Nurses,  Health  Care  Assistants,  Midwife  Physician’s  Associates,  Paramedics,  First
Contact  Physiotherapist,  Clinical  Pharmacists,  Care  Coordinators,  Social  Prescribers,
Primary  Care  Healthcare  workers  (from  Mind)  and  we  are  recruiting  a  Mental  Health
Practitioner. 

Please give the receptionist a brief description of your clinical needs so that they can book you an
appointment  with  the  most  appropriate  clinician.  You  can  call  after  11  a.m.  to  book  an
appointment with a clinician other than the GPs, for up to 4 – 6 weeks in advance. 

GP appointments: 

• Currently, you can only book appointments with a GP on the day by calling early in the day. 

• You can also book an appointment online to see a GP face to face. Please request access
online  at  the  practice.  Once  it  is  set  up  download  the  PatientAccess  app  on  to  your
smartphone,  tablet  or  home  computer.  Please  follow  a  number  of  steps,  including
information to identify yourself. When your account is set up you will be able to login safely
and securely. This service can only be used for ‘on the day’ appointments after 8 a.m. and
will only offer a slot if one is available that day. 5 appointments are kept reserved / day /
GP working available. These are often unbooked. Please book an appointment this way if
you can. Blood test results can also be seen through the app. 

Other healthcare services you can book without a GP consultation first: 

If appropriate, you can refer yourself to the following NHS services in Oxfordshire, without a GP
appointment first: 
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• For muscle or joint relates issues, Healthshare provides a physio service for Oxfordshire,
here: https://healthshare.org.uk/refer-patient/

• For Adults with mild or moderate depression and anxiety, TalkingSpacePLus provides the
IAPT service in Oxfordshire, here: https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/talkingspaceplus/ 

Recruitment Update:  recruiting has been slow over the holiday season. Some excellent students
who worked with us over the summer have moved on. A medical secretary, social prescriber and
two Mind workers will join the team shortly. We continue to prioritise recruitment as substantial
vacancies remain. 

NEXT:

CQC update: CQC are pleased with our progress and will soon publish a report about our recent
interim inspection. 

Flu vaccinations: Flu vaccinations (national / Oxfordshire) are delayed. We are waiting to hear
when  they  will  be  delivered.  We  will  receive  notification  7  days  before  delivery  and  set  up
Saturday clinics on both sites to deliver the vaccinations. We will send a text message and put a
notification on our website to notify patients to call  in to make the appointment. People who
happen to be seeing a Nurse / HCAs / Physician Associate or GP during this period will also be
offered a ‘flu jab at the same time if appropriate. 

Covid Booster vaccinations: will  be delivered in line with national decisions. We await further
information from government. 

LATER:

We will shortly start preparations for CQC re-inspection towards the year-end. 

The PPG Executive have suggested a Q&A section below: 

How do I find out who my registered GP is

Please  ask  when  you  call  for  an  appointment  who your  registered  GP is,  or  find this
information on your prescriptions. 

What if patients need to use more than 100 Livi appointments a week? 

Livi expects a lot of use in the first few weeks and will deliver these appointments flexibly.
There is no hard cut-off at the 100th appointment.  

What vacancies are there at the Practice?

We have vacancies for 4 GPs, 1 nurse, 5 receptionists / admin. 

How many doctors are full time?

All 4 current GPs are fulltime, and currently work longer than normal hours to cover the
vacancies. 

What’s the best way to order repeat prescriptions? 

We  prefer  through  your  pharmacist  or  using  patient  access;  or  via  email  to
botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net, paper forms or ‘phone. Please avoid by ‘phone if possible.
Please order as far in advance as possible while we are short staffed. 

The Next PPG meeting will be on Tuesday 12th October at 6 p.m and will include a presentation on
non-GP staff available for  consultation.  Please email  our secretary  csugden@ocrpl.org for  the
zoom link.

— Chris Sugden, Secretary, PPG
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Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)

The latest consultation on the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 has now launched and runs until 8th October.

The Oxfordshire Plan will set the development framework for the county for the next generation. 
It will affect all Oxfordshire residents, either directly (through development) or indirectly (through
impacts on services, infrastructure, our countryside and rural character).

CPRE Oxfordshire is fighting to make sure that the growth options are deliverable without undue
damage to our countryside and some otherwise good policy proposals for getting to net zero and
restoring nature.   That means guiding development to the right places and building high-quality
compact housing to make the best use of scarce land.

We  urge  you  to  respond  to  the  consultation  –  it  is  our  best  chance  of  influencing  both  the
outcomes of this Plan and the OxCam Arc proposals.  Have your say NOW – it’s too late to act
when the bulldozers arrive.

Find more information on the CPRE Oxfordshire website www.cpreoxon.org.uk

— Julia Benning, Communications Manager

Kennington Amateur Dramatics Society (KADS)

We are so excited to be announcing our 2022 pantomime, Rapunzel! Written by Alex Jackson, this
hair-raising tale promises to be a breath-taking, spirit-lifting show - as you have come to expect
from KADS.  

Tickets are on sale from the Box Office now.  Although January seems a long way off it would be a
good idea to get your tickets sooner rather than later to avoid disappointment. 

Show dates at Kennington Village Centre:

Friday 28th January 7.30 p.m.  All tickets £10 for this first performance

Saturday 29th January 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 30th January 12 noon   and 5:30 p.m.

Thursday 3rd February 7:30 p.m.

Friday 4th February 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 5th February 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are just £10 for the first performance, then £12 adults, £10 concessions, and £35 for a
family  of  four  (under  5s  go  free  on  laps).  Call  the  Box  Office  on 01865  739025 or
email boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. We accept payment in cash, by cheque, BACS, and now by
card (booking charge applies). 

— Sarah Ellner
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Building a Library in Kenya

Help The Nasio Trust to build the first library in Mumias West, Kenya

Many residents  of  Kennington will  remember the activities of  Kennington Overseas  Aid (KOA)
which supported overseas projects over a period of 50 years.  One of those projects supported
was  for  the Nasio  Trust,  whose sustainable,  income-generating projects  in  western  Kenya are
helping  to  empower communities  to break  the cycle  of  poverty  through providing  education,
improving health care and developing commerce.

Founded by Nancy Mudenyo Hunt, Nasio is now embarking on a project to build the first library in
the county of Mumias West.  There isn’t a single library - not even in a school - in an area as big as
Oxfordshire.  The land has been sourced on which to build the library and the task is to raise
£10,000 to build it.   The Friends of Kennington Library (FOKL) president and children’s author,
Korky Paul, has agreed to be an active patron.  Claret Press and Essential Audiobooks have agreed
to fund the early years running costs, once the building is in place.

The  photograph  shows  children
reading  under  the  trees  in  Mumias
West.

Kennington  is  fortunate  to  have  its
own library, but this community does
not have any facility to make access
to books possible,  so the plan is to
open  the  library to  the  whole
community  from  the  age  of  3
onwards.

How can you help?  You can donate
directly  to  the  Nasio  Trust  (details
below).   You  can  hold  a  coffee

morning and invite a few friends to donate.  For donations of £50, the donor’s name (individual or
organisation) will be inscribed on a commemorative plaque in the library building.

The fundraising committee will officially launch the project at the Village Centre on Wednesday 6 th

October at 10 a.m. just before coffee and the amusing author talk.  Do come along and find out
more or give now at www.thenasiotrust.org/library or arrange a bank transfer to sort code 30-10-
04, account number 01074758 with the reference ‘Library’, or send a cheque to The Nasio Trust
with ‘Library’ written on the back.  

Give the gift of reading to a whole community!  Thank you for your kind support.

— Kennington Fundraising Committee (Marilyn Farr, Laila Ismail Khan, Halcyon Leonard, Amena
Sutton, Sylvia Vetta)
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Kennington Strollers

Walks will continue into October – Wednesdays at 2 p.m.

If the weather holds and as people are still enjoying walking in a group at the Playing field, we will
carry on walking laps around the field during October. Do keep coming along, wear safe shoes and
clothes appropriate to the weather.

Feedback Survey: the predominant age group of our walkers has been over 60 but that doesn’t
mean you can’t join us if you are younger.  All are welcome. Our feedback survey revealed a high
level of satisfaction since the short walks restarted in May. We have had many new walkers this
year, and many returning every week, creating a sociable friendly group.

Most people have found that the walks have helped them to get active again and connect socially
with others following the lockdowns last year.

Some quotes from walkers’ questionnaires:

“Thank you very much! I have met up with an old friend again”

“I have appreciated Kennington Strollers because my back and knee problems have become worse
and I can’t walk as well as I used to”

“It motivates me to get out and about”

“Very helpful walking weekly, encourages me to have a walk”

“Apart from the exercise, I am meeting new people”

“The group helps motivation; living alone I might not bother”

“I see Strollers as partly about getting active, but for me it’s as much a social activity”

Group walking is helpful as it encourages people to commit to a regular weekly walk and provides
an opportunity for social contact, though some of our group are also keen walkers on their own! 9
out of the 12 walkers who responded to the survey said they are now into the habit of walking and
are confident to walk alone. A further three walkers said they would prefer to find someone to
walk with when the group stops.

Conclusion: All walkers had clearly found benefit in taking a regular weekly walk and had enjoyed
the opportunity for social contact. Group walking helps some walkers to feel safer, whereas others
will continue the habit of a regular walk on their own.

Thanks are due to our regular volunteers who turn up every week to support and chat to people
walking, also to Tim and Angie who have opened the pavilion for us every week from May until
September, and the Parish Council who have loaned us chairs which has encouraged people to sit
after a walk and socialise.

Please bring water and a snack if you need one. My mobile number is 07955897074 and email is
gardneraldgate@outlook.com  if you want to join us. Or just turn up on Wednesdays at 2 p.m. at
the Playfield Road playing field.

— Rosemary Aldgate
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Support Your Local Library! - Opening Times
Monday Wednesday Friday Saturday

2 – 5:30pm* 10am - 12:30pm 2 - 7pm 10am - 1pm

*Note: 2-3pm is busy with pre-school children
so you may need to wait

Fewer restrictions, but numbers will be limited
for everyone’s safety!

Children’s events return!
Monday 11th October, 2:45 - 3:15 pm: Rhymetime

Wednesday 20th October, 11 – 11:30 a.m: Storytime
Friday 29th October, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m: Halloween Story and Crafts

Booking appreciated to manage numbers.

COFFEE TALK: Wednesday 6th Oct: Steve Sheppard – 10:30 for 11am

Steve  has  been  an  Oxfordshire
resident for a quarter of a century.
He will be talking to the Friends of
Kennington  Library  about  his  two
comedy  spy  thrillers;  ‘A  Very
Important  Teapot’  (Claret  Press,
October 2019) and its just published

sequel, ‘Bored to Death in the Baltics’.

FUND RAISING EVENTS: GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
COFFEE TALK: Wednesday 3rd November: 

Korky Paul and Richard O. Smith

From 11:45 a.m. including lunch 
Oxford Zz to Aa 1000 years of history in 26 letters. Korky has joined forces with
comedy  writer  Richard  O.  Smith  to  produce  this  fabulous  and  funny book.
(Individualised signed copies will be available). 

Tickets £6:00 per head. (Bring a bottle)

Thursday 11th November: Ray and Caroline Foulk
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. – St Swithun’s Hall.

Picasso’s Revenge – The art detective story!
Ray and Caroline will introduce their novel set around Picasso’s painting ‘Les
Demoiselles d’Avignon’. An evening of entertainment around a glass of wine
with cheese and nibbles. 

Tickets £8 per head. Signed books available.

 Tickets available from Library or email: secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Raffle will be held. Donations welcome.

For latest information see: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
Follow us on Facebook: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 
FOKL Chair: John Argyle:  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 

15

mailto:treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
mailto:chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/
http://www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk


16 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


Garden Waste Collections

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils

We regret to inform you that garden waste collections in our districts will remain paused at this
time to ensure we can continue to provide core waste collections – rubbish, recycling and food –
without major disruptions.

The garden waste service was suspended last month due to our contractor, Biffa, struggling with
the  national  shortage  of  HGV  drivers,  and  during  that  time  we  have  been  working  hard  to
encourage Biffa to find solutions to reinstate the service.  We continue to work closely with our
contractor, Biffa, to provide us with further information as to how they propose to reinstate their
contracted services as soon as possible.

As soon as we are able to, we will update you on when the service will be resumed. Until that time
we are asking you to continue to remain patient and thank you for your understanding.  Please
could we ask you pass the news onto neighbours, especially those without access to the internet
or social media.

We are extremely sorry for the inconvenience we know this is causing, and we apologise that this
service has fallen beneath the levels you have come to expect. We have asked Biffa to provide
options so they can make it up to anybody who doesn’t receive the service they should this year.

For more information on what you can do with your garden waste in the meantime please see
our website.

— Comms Team, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils
www.southoxon.gov.uk@southoxon

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk@whitehorsedc
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Kennington Athletic Football Club
Results and Fixtures – September/October 2021

Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)

Date Team Opposition Score Kennington Goals

Sat 03.09.21 Men’s 1st Launton Sports Drew 2-2 Frank Haines, James Smith

Men’s Res Launton Sports Res Won 6-2 Henry Bone x2, Tom 
Larman x2, Kieran Hughes, 
David Marsh-Wright 

Sat 11.09.21 Men’s 1st Bicester Hallions Lost 3-0

Men's Res Charlton Utd Res Won 5-1 Jamie Cattell, Tom Larman 
x2, Dec Clerkin, Engli 
Zenelli

Sun 12.9.21 U12 Goring Robins Won 3-1

U13 Didcot Town Red Drew 2-2

U13 Green Oxford Blackbirds Lost 10-4

U14 Goring Robins Lost 8-0

U16 Didcot Town Won 3-0

Men’s Fixtures: (Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2:30 p.m )

Date Team Opposition Home/Away

18.9.21 1st Southam United A

Reserves Heyford Athletic Res H

25.9.21 1st Bure Park H

Reserves Cropredy Development A

02.10.21 1st Marston Saints A

Reserves Garsginton Res H

Youth Fixtures: (Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13, U14 and U16)
(Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12)

Date Team Opposition Home/Away

Sat 18.9.21 U7 Headington Youth H

U8 Yellows Goring Robins Red A

U8 Greens Botley Boys &Girls A

Sun 19.9.21 U11 Yellow Cholsey Bluebirds A

U11 Green Cumnor Minors H

U12 Oxford Blackbirds H

U13 Yellows Long Whittenham H

U13 Greens Goring Robins H

U14 Botley Boys & Girls H

U16 Abingdon Youth A

Sat 25.9.21 U7 Greater Leys A

U8 Yellows Radley A

U8 Greens Oxford Blackbirds H

U9 Berinsfield A

U10 Yellows Abingdon Youth H

Sun 26.9.21 U11 Yellkow Banbury United H

U11 Green Bure Park A
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U12 Deddington Town Colts A

U13 Yellows Bure Park A

U13 Greens Easington Sports A

U14 Rose Hill A

U16 Crowmarsh H

Sat 2.10.21 U7 Donnington H

U8 Yellows Europa Titans H

U8 Green Blethcingdon H

U9 Heyford Park A

U10 Yellows Hanney Youth H

Sun 03.10.21 U11 Yellow Banbury United H

U11 Green Bicester Town Colts H

U12 Abingdon Youth H

U13 Yellow Oxford Blackbirds A

U13 Green Didcot Casuals H

U14 Ardington & Lockringe H

U16 Abingdon Youth H

Sat 9.10.21 U7 Oxford Blackbirds A

U8 Yellows Easington Sports A

U8 Green Kidlington Youth A

U9 Mansfield Road A

U10 Yellows Didcot Town A

Sun 10.10.21 U11 Yellow Clanfield 85 A

U12 Abingdon Youth A

U13 Yellows Barton United H

U14 Oxford Blackbirds A

U16 Summertown Stars A

Sat 16.10.21 U8 Yellows Ducklington H

U9 Abingdon Youth H

U10 Yellows Grove Challengers A

Sun 17.10.21 U11 Yellow Oxford City A

U11 Green Oxford City A

U12 St Edmunds A

U13 Yellows Summertown Stars H

U13 Green Watlington Town A

U14 Rose Hill H

U!6 Kingston Colts H

Kennington Thames Rainbows

Rainbows are back but we would welcome more to join us each Monday at Kennington Methodist
Church Hall from 5.30-6.30pm. If your daughter is interested, you can register on the Girlguiding
website:

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ and scroll down to the “Join us” box.

— Pauline, Liz and Rhiannon (Rainbow leaders)
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3rd Kennington Brownies

We are now back to normal (relatively) having face to face Brownie meetings
with strict Covid restrictions applied to keep our Brownies and Leaders safe.
We will be having an action-packed term, following the activities that the Brownies have chosen
from the programmes and they involve ‘Take the Walk, Happy Feet,  Mapping it Out, Different
Customs  and  Naughty  Elephants.’   Has  this  intrigued  you?  More  revelations  as  the  term
progresses!

A new term is a good time to review what it means to be a Brownie.   Being a Brownie offers girls
exciting opportunities to try new things and discover their potential. They are quite capable of
making their own decisions as you can see from the programmes above that they have chosen.  It
is an opportunity to learn new hobbies/skills. Brownies, aged only 7-10 years, actually can make a
positive difference in their community.   

The regular structured meetings enable them to learn new hobbies, get creative, develop skills
and Brownies can choose from interest badges related to things they want to know more about.
They have a large booklet to choose from and this is a way of continuing the Brownie adventure
for themselves outside of the meetings.  Leaders are always on hand to guide them whether they
are individual or group badges.   

If you have a sister, daughter, niece, granddaughter or cousin who may be interested, then bring
them along for a ‘taster’ meeting with the Brownies to see if the programme is something they
may like.  This  is  quite common to do and as  a  result,  girls  immediately  want  to belong!  Our
Brownie Pack is very welcoming and we would love to see you!

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can join at any time of the year. 

Please contact Susan on: 01235 520074 or 3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com. 

More  information  on  Girlguiding  and  Brownies  can  be  found  at
www.girlguiding.org.uk

1st Kennington Guides

We started the Autumn term with a walk at dusk. Our aim was to see if we could find any bats
using a bat detector. We saw one bat as we walked by the river but could hear others in the trees
using the detector.

Our  focus  for  the  beginning  of  this  term  is  our  Investigating  badge.  We  will  be  performing
experiments, honing our CSI skills and looking at local issues.

Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or kenningtonguides@hotmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
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Scouting in Kennington

The Scout Association gave the go ahead to return to in-person Scouting, so we
are  back,  mostly.  Having  completed  extensive  risk  assessments,  and  with  agreements  to  be
outside as much as possible (not a big ask for Scout leaders on the whole), a QR code installed,
and all high-touch points regularly sanitized, we are back.  Beavers, both Cub Packs and Scouts
have all returned face-to-face.  We have had great feedback about our online meetings but, apart
from the "mute" button, we are all glad to leave online Scouting behind.  We are thankful to all the
families who have continued to support us through the Covid period.

We are delighted to welcome four new adults to Beaver Scouting in Kennington:  Niall,  Mavis,
Caroline and Tamsin.  They have done their initial training, prepared their first term's programme
and at the time of writing have run their first session, really successfully, with lots of laughter all
round!  As Beavers attend for 2 years, the 18 months' Covid closure for Beavers has meant that
nearly all the children are new too.  Many thanks to Claire for supporting them and enabling them
to get going.  

Former Beaver Leader, Mattias, has now moved on to the Group Scout Leader role (like a line
manager for all the leaders) so he can continue to support the Group, but without the weekly
commitment.  We also have a new Hall Hire Manager, Chris.  We are still limiting hiring out our HQ
to 10 p.m., but if you need a venue with a large hall and side rooms, a kitchen, car park and an
enclosed garden, please do get in touch: chrohare@gmail.com

We have one more adult position to fill, which is a cleaner.  You could work at almost any time of
the  day,  almost  any  day  of  the  week,  2  hours  a  week.  The  tasks  are  ordinary  cleaning  and
hoovering, (no tidying or washing-up), and uniquely for Scouting in Kennington, it is a paid job! 
Please email us if you want to see what would be involved.

Unfortunately,  with  so  much  Covid-uncertainty,  we  have  decided  not  to  run  our  Fireworks
Fundraiser again this November.  We haven't yet ruled out a mini-Fireworks at New Year’s Eve, so
please keep an eye out for an advertisement nearer the time if we go ahead. 

— Kit Smith, Chair

We have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some time
to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.

kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

Luke’s Fund Bingo

The family are continuing to raise money for The Fund in memory of Luke.   However due to
COVID-19 we are not having a Bingo this year.  

Some of you may remember we had a virtual raffle instead which raised an incredible amount of
money for The Fund, and the family are hoping to do this again and we ask you to let us know if
you  can  support  us  again.  This  will  be  held  on  Friday  29th  October  and  information  will  be
forthcoming on Facebook.  Any raffle prizes gratefully received.

For further information please ring Margaret 07540755711 or Email:- dottiedora@gmail.com
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Kennington Women’s Institute

The Committee would like to offer their grateful thanks to all our members who came to our first
meeting since 4th March 2020. We met on a very hot morning in September in an unfamiliar place
at an unusual time, but everyone was very positive and supportive.

We have, of course, managed to stay in touch over the past months but it was marvellous to meet
friends face to face after such a long time. We were treated to homemade cakes, biscuits, sweets
and cups of tea which everyone enjoyed. There was also a colourful, dainty flower arrangement
for every member to take home with them.  There was the thrill of much laughter, gossip and
friendly banter which helped to prove that we had all survived the lockdowns and we are ready
now to move forward.

If  you would like to join our happy group then please contact our President,  Maureen Palma
telephone number 01235 530357 for further information.
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Help needed

Are you able to help deliver the Kennington Chronicle?

We are looking for anyone who will be happy to deliver the Chronicle to a part of the village in
the future, as and when any of our current team is unable to deliver for whatever reason.  We
are also looking for anyone who is willing to go on a “holiday” list to relieve any deliverer who is
unable to deliver in a particular month.  If  you would like to help, please send your contact
details – name, telephone number, email address - to our distributors and they will contact you.
Please make it clear whether you would like to be on the “Future Deliverer” or “Holiday” list.   It
will also be useful to know if there are any limits on the area of the village where you would be
willing to deliver.  The names, telephone numbers and email address of our distributors are on
the back of your Chronicle.  

Thank you very much from the Chronicle Team.

Apple Café

We were pleased to re-open at the beginning of September and will now be open on Thursdays
and Saturdays, as usual,  from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Despite the popularity of the 9 a.m.
opening on a Thursday we currently don't have enough volunteers to enable this.  We're always
keen to welcome more volunteers, either regular or occasional, so if you would like to help, then
do drop in to chat.

We have a new supplier of cakes and tray bakes, Ardington Bakery.  We hope to have a varying
selection of their cakes each week.  The ones we've tried so far have been delicious.  We are also
going to trial providing jacket potatoes, alongside our popular toasties and soup.  The owners of
Jericho Coffee Traders  live  in  the village and have very kindly  offered to  support  the café  by
providing their high-quality ground coffee.  

Apple Café has additional activities planned for this term:

• There will be a place to swap the Sainsbury's “Heroes on a mission” collectable cards at
each café while demand lasts.

• On Thursday 28th October and Saturday 30th October there will be pumpkin carving.

• After the Remembrance Parade and service, the café will open for refreshments.

• On December  2nd & 7th,  there  will  be  wreath making  (book in  advance)  and later  in
December Santa will be making an appearance with gifts for the children.

Contact applecafekennington@gmail.com or call in and see us.

— Emily Gooding
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Kennington Horticultural Society

Saturday 4th September 2021:  Annual Show in the Village Centre.

Because of the pandemic this was our first show for two years. The show was well supported with
an above average attendance. Many visitors stayed longer than usual. The committee would like to
thank everyone who supported the show and the helpers for all the work they put in. Well done.
Here is a list of trophy winners.

Kennington Cup:most points in vegetables class: Brian Maisey

Millenary Cup: most points in flower class: Margaret Young

Rose Bowl: Claire Guest.

Floral Art: most points in floral art: Jenny Horton.

Millennium Cup: best exit in floral art: Fran Copeland

Gladys Prior Cup: Junior floral art: Harriet Taylor

Challenge Cup: Cookery and Preserves: June Maine;

Miniature cup: Child up to 7 years: Hazel Ash

Junior Cup: Child 8 to 11 years and over: Robin Ash

Banjo Cup: Best vegetable exhibit:  Brian Maisey - potatoes

Horton Cup: Best vase of chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell

Dahlia Challenge Cup: most points: Tony Gunn;

Peter Baker Cup: Best photograph: Theo Cullimore 13 years

Jenny Roberts Memorial Cup: Beth Ash

National Memorial Arboretum 

This coach outing will take place on Tuesday 19th October 2021. The coach will depart from Manor
Grove  at  8  a.m.,  calling  at  bus  stops  through  the  village.  The  cost  is  £27.00  which  includes
coffee/tea on arrival and a ride on the land train.  Places can be booked with the treasurer on
01865 730961, or by email to  brianpeedell@gmail.com. Payment is due on 1st October or soon
thereafter.

Since the official opening twenty years ago, the Arboretum has grown into an inspirational living
landscape where families, friends and comrades can celebrate lives lived and remember lives lost.
Nestled in woodland landscape is a collection of nearly 350 memorials, each with a story waiting
to be discovered.

Whilst  visiting  the  National  Memorial  Arboretum  you  will  have  chance  to  experience  these
symbolic, though-provoking memorials and featuring a diverse range of wildlife.

Annual General Meeting

Due to the re-arranged programme, it is not practical to hold the AGM in November. Instead, the
AGM will be held with the Social Evening in January.  The date will we confirmed in the December
Chronicle.

— Brian Peedell
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Summer Fun Day

Thank you very much to everyone who came out to support the Summer Fun Day on the August
bank holiday Monday, and a huge thank you to all the volunteers who helped on the day. It looked
like everyone was having a good time with a bonus that just under £700 was raised towards the
new pavilion project. 

The council  is  planning to organise another event next year so save the date of Monday 29th
August 2022 for another day of fun and food! If you have any suggestions for what to include next
year or would like to volunteer to help out, please get in touch. 

Remembrance Sunday

The council hopes you will join them for the act of remembrance on Sunday 14th November –
please  assemble  the  war  memorial  by  10.45am.  Face  masks  and  social  distancing  will  be
encouraged.

Garden Waste Collections

Unfortunately, due to HGV driver shortages, the garden waste collections have been suspended by
the  district  council  and  Biffa  until  further  notice.  At  the  time  of  writing,  there  is  no  further
information about when the service will be reinstated but any updates I receive will be shared on
Facebook. Please do let your neighbours know who may not have access to the internet. 

Defibrillator at Playfield Rd Pavilion

Thank you very much to Kennington Athletic Football  Club who have arranged a public access
defibrillator  for  outside Playfield  Road pavilion.  This  will  be  installed as  soon as  possible  and
available for members of the public to use in an emergency. We are very fortunate that there are
several defibrillators in the village – Kennington Road (north end); Forest Side playing field; outside
the Village Centre; Playfield Rd shops and Meadow View Road.

‘Wild’ Verges Consultation

Wild about Kennington and Kennington Parish Council have undertaken a pilot project this year to
leave some of the verges along The Avenue ‘wild’ to promote biodiversity. The parish council is
holding a consultation so that residents can voice their opinions on whether this project should
continue. An online survey is available at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QSCMNPL or copies
of the survey will be available in the Village Hall foyer. The consultation will run until 31st October
2021.

Christmas Events in Kennington

Carols around the Tree will  be back this year with a change of date - Saturday 4th December.
Hopefully Father Christmas will be able to visit Kennington with his sleigh again this year – further
details will be shared online and in the Kennington Chronicle.

Grants

At its September meeting, Kennington Parish Council  agreed a grant of £167.50 to Kennington
Horticultural Society to cover the room hire charges for the annual show.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council 
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DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

October 2021

Meetings are usually held in the Village Centre. Please visit the website kennington-pc.gov.uk for
further information and agendas. Members of the public are welcome.

Thursday 14th October at 7:30pm: Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesday 19th October  at 7:30 pm: Planning Committee meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections.  Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the clerk write or call 

Tel: 01865 421126

Healthwatch Oxfordshire - here to help with health service queries

Are you looking for information or advice on health or social care services in Oxfordshire? If so,
Healthwatch Oxfordshire can help! 

We  are  the  independent  champion  for  people  who  use  health  and  social  care  services  in
Oxfordshire. 

One of our roles is to help people find the information they need about local health services, so if
you  have  a  question  or  query,  please  get  in  touch  by  calling  01865  520520  or  emailing
hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk

Last year we helped 147 people get the advice and information they needed on issues such as
registering with a GP, accessing dental treatment and finding out more about the COVID vaccine.

We also want to hear what you think about health and care services – including what could be
improved. 

Please  share  your  views  with  us  by  taking  a  look  at  our  website
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk,  where  you  can  complete  a  survey  on  one  of  our  current
research projects or leave a review of local services, including GP surgeries, hospitals, pharmacies,
dentists and care homes.
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No Miles Nursery at 140 Poplar Grove - 

Fundraising for Viva.org

Visit me on foot, by bicycle, bus or wheelbarrow! (Trying to be carbon neutral)

By selling local plants to local folk from my front patio, together we have raised £1,268.81
so far this year! Amazing!

In October Viva.org is celebrating 25 years of it’s life-transforming work with vulnerable children. It
is an online ‘Silver Anniversary Celebration Event’ arranged by the magic of Zoom on Saturday 2nd
October 2 to 4.30pm. If you are interested to know how your plant donation money is making a
difference, here is an opportunity to find out. Simply go to Viva.org website, and book your place,
for a suggested donation of £5 to the charity’s work. However, be warned that praying happens, in
case that may put you off.

Here is a snapshot of how Viva, during the Covid pandemic, is supporting children in Uganda, who
are living on the street. Through their partner charity, CRANE (Children at risk action network),
children were accommodated at Kazi Scouts campsite, where they received clothes, shoes, food,
shelter, a mattress and toothbrush. They received life skills training, where they could learn how to
be  assertive.  After  this  some of  the  children  felt  prepared enough to  try  to  return  home to
reconcile with their parents. There is a link to a video about this on the Viva website.

So, if you are looking to plant some easy care perennials or a few shrubs, do pop along and browse
anytime. Cash through the letterbox please.

Happy Autumn planting!

— Rosey Hollinrake

Kennington History Society

We now have the situation whereby, for various reasons, key members of the Committee wish to
stand down, some after many years of  service.  This means that shortly there will  be nobody
prepared to organise speakers for future meetings and, if that comes about, the Society will have
to be wound up as it will have no reason to further exist.

We are  therefore  appealing  to  the membership and the wider  population of  Kennington,  for
individuals to come forward to fill the impending gaps.  In an ideal world we would like at least
three new members of the Committee, two of whom will have to be responsible for choosing,
approaching and agreeing terms for speakers for a future programme for 2021/22 and for ensuring
that they turn up as agreed.  We will provide advice and mentoring for anyone who volunteers so
no previous experience is required.

We are calling an Extraordinary General Meeting on Monday 25th of October 2021 in St Swithun's
Church  Hall,  Kennington  Road  at  19.45  pm.  We  shall  be  asking  for  volunteers  to  join  the
Committee and in the light of that to discuss the future of the Society.  We hope that the outcome
of the meeting will ensure that the Society continues.   

— Bob Johnston
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Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice needs volunteer advisers 

There comes a time for all of us when we face problems that are too stressful or complicated to
sort out alone.

Last year, one of the most difficult, our 90 advisers advised 9,000 clients on over 20,000 problems.
We helped four in five resolve their debt, benefits, employment and housing problems. Many of
these were caused by the Covid-19 crisis.

We now need more advisers as we move into the pandemic recovery phase.

Our main offices are in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley and Thame. Since March 2020 our volunteers
and staff have been advising the public from home on our Adviceline service. Recently we partially
re-opened our offices, in part to train new advisers.

What will you get out of it?  You will join a friendly team, meet new people, develop your skills and
make a real difference to people’s lives. 

You’ll need to have good listening and interpersonal skills, a willingness to learn and be confident
with computers. Full training will be provided.

Henley adviser Amanda says: “I am proud to volunteer with Citizens Advice because they offer
crucial support to those that need it most, and my colleagues, both volunteers and employees,
make volunteering a pleasure.” 

If you have eight hours a week to spare for the next two years or more and  are looking for a
satisfying and stimulating volunteer role in your local community, please contact us at:

 www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/

Kennington Good Neighbour Scheme

Can you help? If you are reading this you may be interested in helping to run or volunteer for the
Kennington Good Neighbour Scheme (GNS)?

Kennington Good Neighbour Scheme is a local voluntary group which offers a service for older,
isolated, and vulnerable people in need of help and support.  People who may need the support of
Kennington Good Neighbour Scheme include older people, disabled people, single parents, young
mothers,  those  in  need  through  temporary  illness  or  anyone  experiencing  isolation  in  the
community. 

We have had one or two offers of help since our appeal in the September Chronicle.  Thank you.
However, we still need more volunteers and someone to take over the organisation of the scheme.

Please get in touch with:

Margaret Biggs, Kennington GNS Chair, on 01865 730353/07540 755711 or dottiedora@gmail.com

or

Martha  Holland,  Good  Neighbour  Scheme  Coordinator,  on  07545  923327  or
oxfordshiregns@vlu.org.uk

— Margaret Biggs
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
All details on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

Kennington & District United Church Choirs

 invite you to a

Memorial Concert 

for the late Trevor Cowlett, our founder and choirmaster for 47 years

Date:  Sunday 17th October 2021

Time:  2:30 p.m.

Venue:  St Mary Magdalen Church, Oxford, OX1 3AE

Programme to include excerpts from Handel’s Messiah and some Gilbert & Sullivan favourites.

Conductor:  Stephen Barratt  Accompanist:  Jamal Sutton

Soloists include:  Claire Barratt, Claire Sutton-Williams, Ian Barratt, Stephen Barratt

Do come and listen.  Entrance is free.  Silver and note collection for The Stroke Association

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Day Centre News

After a very successful Cream Tea and Sale of Goods on 4th September, Kennington Memory Club
will be continuing its fundraising efforts with a sale at St Nicolas Church, Abingdon, on Saturday
30th October from 10 a.m. until 12 noon. Do come and support us, if possible.

Do you have a skill or talent you could share with our members? 

Perhaps you could lead an occasional art or craft activity or play the piano for a sing-song. If this is
you, please contact our organiser, Helen, on 07852 883496.

Maybe you could help with publicity and other admin tasks? If this is your strength, and you’d like
to get involved, please approach the chairman, Isobel, on 07843 755564.

In the meantime, our day centre continues to provide sessions for people with a diagnosis of
dementia  from  Kennington  and  all  surrounding  areas,  at  Kennington  Methodist  Church  on
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The days are filled with activities, fun and laughter, with
a hot lunch provided, and respite for the carers is an important element among the benefits for
families. If you would like to put someone’s name down for the club, please give the organiser,
Helen, a call (07852 883496) or visit our website,  www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

— Isobel Birse
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Wild About Kennington

Wild about Kennington enjoyed participating in Bank Holiday Monday Community
Picnic at Forest Side. Thank you to those who were interested in making a wild-
flower meadow in your own back garden. We have two members on our team who
have done this successfully, and they enjoyed sharing their learned expertise about this, as it is not
always an easy thing to do.

Our lifesize stuffed leopard, Dorothy, kept children happy, while they were taught how to make
pompom  hedgehogs.  We  hope  that  they  are  all  snuffling  around  happily,  and  encouraging
hedgehog holes in garden boundaries. We had expertise on hand to teach how to make your own
bug hotel, as well as a Treasure hunt with a prize of a yummy hamper donated by the Co-op and
pollinator-friendly plant sales.  With your support,  we raised a significant amount of  money to
support the cricket pavilion fund.

Hopefully  we will  participate  in  this  event  again  next  year,  which is  planned for  August  Bank
Holiday Monday 2022. 

It has been really encouraging to see a diverse range of wildflowers and grasses in the 'pilot' re-
wilded  road  verge  along  The  Avenue  that  has  been  left  uncut  this  summer.  Hoverflies,
bumblebees, honeybees, beetles, grasshoppers and butterflies have all been seen taking pollen
and nectar from these flowers and eating the grasses, and a flock of goldfinches was observed
feeding on hawkbit and thistle seeds. It was particularly gratifying to see several pyramidal orchids
in the verge between St Swithun's Road and Playfield Road.  These orchids would have been mown
off in previous years, so this is a real bonus. 

In October, the verges will be cut short again and all the cuttings removed. This aims to mimic the
management of a traditional hay meadow. After that cut, we will sow yellow rattle seeds. Yellow
Rattle is an attractive annual wildflower that parasitises grasses and therefore reduces their height
and vigour.  

As the rewilded verges project has been an experimental project this year, the Parish Council will
be organising a public consultation, in order to hear the opinion of Kenningtonians about it. With
any major change to the traditional way of doing things, there are bound to be teething problems.
Partly due to Covid constraints, the verges were not mown as was recommended by Wild about
Kennington.  This  resulted  in  driver-visibility  problems  at  the  road  junctions  for  a  short  time.
Fortunately,  we were able to remedy this  ourselves,  by keeping an eye on the situation,  and
scything and shearing back the offending long grass, while waiting for the mowing contractors to
cut the visibility splays. 

If the scheme is allowed to go ahead, the yellow rattle will help to ameliorate this problem, by
reducing the height of the long grasses. It will also allow more wildflowers to establish. However,
we will be giving nature a hand by plug planting more wildflowers immediately after the October
cut. The wildflowers are better for pollinating insects, and will improve the visual appearance for
us all, if the scheme goes ahead.

So,  do  keep an  eye on  the  Parish  Council  page,  to  find out  how to participate  in  the public
consultation about this. After all, it is your village, so do make sure you voice your opinion.

— Rosey Hollinrake

(On behalf of Wild about Kennington)

wildaboutkennington@gmail.com
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Yoga in Kennington

Last month we wrote in the Chronicle that we are organising yoga classes in the village. We are
now happy to be sharing details of the classes. 

 Both classes will be held in St Swithun's church hall, from 27th September. The classes are quite
different styles, so we encourage you to give both a try.  The first class is free, so you have nothing
to lose! Both classes are suitable for beginners. Payment is available by cash or card. Please bring a
mat if you have one, but spares are available. Individual class details are as follows:

Iyengar yoga with Vanessa

Mondays 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Focussing on posture and awareness, to counter the strains of life in the 21st century!

£10 per class / £52 for 6 classes

Gentle yoga with Emma

Wednesdays: 7- 8 p.m.

Accommodating and supportive class using chairs and props - suitable for the elderly and
during pregnancy. 

£8 per class / £40 for 6

There is no need to book, but this is subject to change if the classes are popular. For now, just turn
up!

Questions? Want to stay up to date?

Join our Facebook group by searching "Yoga in Kennington (Oxford)", or contact Vanessa on 07941
631809 /  vmcnaught@hotmail.com, and Emma on 07960 207877 / emma1mateo@gmail.com

— Vanessa Allen and Emma Mateo
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

The  warm  summer  months  are  developing  into  a  glorious  autumn  with  a  beautiful  array  of
coloured leaves on our trees. When out walking on the OPT green spaces (Kennington Memorial
Field  and  Kennington  Flood  Meadows)  take  time  to  view  the  changing  vistas  with  trees
transforming to autumn colours, tall grasses blowing in the wind and fungi appearing on decaying
logs, roots and amongst the vegetation.   

OPT  organised  another  successful  Oxford  Open  Doors  over  the  weekend  of  11th  and  12th
September, with a selection of venues open to the public for free. In addition to this, our range of
self-guided  walks  has  been  extended  and  can  be  found  at:
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/walks-0 

Do take time to have a look and take part in one of the walks – there is even a specific one linking
our sites in Kennington, as well as a circular walk from Meadow Lane encompassing Iffley and
Kennington! If  you did manage to visit  Oxford over the Oxford Open Doors weekend,  or have
participated  in  a  walk  please  do  complete  our  feedback  form
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/oxford-open-doors-feedback-form with  the  chance  to
win a year’s FREE membership. 

Join us on Saturday 30th October, from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., in the Kennington Memorial Field
for our Autumn “scrub bash”.  The session will be led by the Abingdon Green Gym and we will
meet by the pavilion at the end of Playfield Road. No previous experience is necessary but stout
shoes or  wellies and old clothes are essential. Please bring gardening gloves and secateurs or
loppers if you have them. We’d be delighted if you can join us for some good exercise outside in
convivial company. For more information, please email info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk  

As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. During these times, funding and support
is vital to ensure that Oxford’s heritage and setting is maintained for future generations. Becoming
a member is easy – you can do so online  http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the office on
01865 242918. 

— Stephen Dawson  Info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

Willow Class

Although it has only been a few days since the beginning of the new school year, there has been a
lot  happening  in  Willow  class.   A  time  of
excitement;  seeing  old  friends  and  making  new
ones as well as managing the transition from KS1
and a classroom in a different building.  Settling in,
we  have  been  busy  with  ‘getting  to  know  you
activities’  and  making  our  classroom  feel  like  a
place we want to be and are eager to learn.  Every
one of us has been putting our creative skills  to
good use to develop our worship area by making
woven cross symbols with wool and (you guessed
it) Willow wood!  

Willow  class  have  kicked  off  the  new  academic
year looking at the picture book Wood Collector by
Peter Reynolds.  We have been inspired to make
our  own  collection  of  interesting,  powerful  and
lovely sounding words which we intend to add to
throughout the rest of the year. 

Our history topic has taken us right back to the Stone Age and we have already learnt a good deal
from  the  historic  artefacts  lent  to  us  by  the
Oxfordshire  Museum.   As  we  move  on  to  the
Bronze and Iron Age we will be discovering more
about the origins of Kennington as we learn more
about the four elements that make up the village
shield  (a  strange  white  horse,  ox  standing  on
water, a wood and a river). Later on in the term
we’re hoping to head off to the Iron Age hillfort of
Uffington  Castle  to  see  the  White  Horse  for
ourselves.  It promises to be a very exciting term!

— Miss Winstone & Willow class (Year 3)
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Kennington Community Partnership

Coming Next Month…

Burial of Time Capsule 

for the 130th anniversary of 

St Swithun's CE Primary School

Kennington Festival Group

We’re  back!   We  have  held  our  first  meeting  of  the  group  since  the  start  of
lockdown!

For those of you who do not know:

The Group, for over 60s, meets every other Monday afternoon from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. in the Village
Centre for a social get together; somewhere to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We
also play a game of Bingo and have a small raffle.

All are welcome so please do pop in to see if you would like to join us.

Next meetings planned are on:

11th October: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

25th October: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. (lunch)

8th November: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

For those who have problems getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be only too
pleased to transport you. 

If you would like more information, please contact me on 01865 730353 or 07540755711 or email:
dottiedora@gmail.com

— Margaret Biggs
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Is time in Green Space a luxury?

Our gardens and green spaces are as important as our bank balance, careers and our future.  Yet it
is so easy not to prioritise time out in green space as part of our daily living if we see it as a luxury
and not a necessity.

We often say our landscape should be re-wilded but in the UK however, land ownership strongly
influences how “truly wild” an area can be.  Alongside re-wilding our landscape, we should be re-
wilding ourselves.  The NHS see the real and true benefits of time spent out in green space on its
patients and the government’s Treasury Department now see the value as well.  As they agree, it is
good for our health, wellbeing and productivity.

In  my  opinion,  ongoing  detachment  from  the  natural  world  can  slowly  eat  away  at  us
metaphorically speaking, our wellbeing and life expectancy.  It can be a challenge though as access
to natural places isn’t as easy and inclusive as you may think. This is due to the exclusion that
comes about because of land ownership and trespass laws – this will soon be made stricter.  The
UK public still only has legal right of access to 8% of the land and 3% of the waterways.

It is easy to see why large parts of our society in the UK, don’t have access to green space as not
everyone can live near the 8% of land and 3% of waterways.  So we need to demand access to
green space in all our communities and until that point, gardens will remain an essential facility for
us as individuals, our friends and our neighbours.

The garden is not just something you vaguely glimpse through your window.  It is not that chore
that has to be maintained whilst we strive to find a new property to live in - one with a smaller
garden or no garden at all  often see on some new estates.  These estates often offer unused
communal gardens that are then turned into parking places as it’s claimed they have become
overgrown and unwanted.

Our gardens, we may soon discover, are more important to us than we may initially think.  A
connection to green space isn’t a luxury; it is an essential part of life and living but we might try to
avoid seeing that.  Whether we like it or not, it is too easy to say we don’t have time to enjoy the
nature  around  us  that  we  are  part  of.   In  my  opinion,  human  health  can  suffer  from  a
disconnection with nature – this could be seen as self-sabotage in the extreme!

Happy Gardening!

— Stuart Mabbutt
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From the Editor

Congratulations to all those in the village who were
involved  in  the  Summer  Fun  Day  on  the  August
Bank Holiday Monday.  It was a great success and
there is mention of it in more than one article in
this month’s Chronicle.  I am sure the cricket lovers
amongst  us  will  be  pleased to see a new cricket
pavilion at Playfield Road as the Fun Day proceeds
marked the start of the fund-raising campaign for
it.

The  Chronicle  Team  would  like  to  thank  David
Marchington  who  delivered  the  Chronicles  to
residents  in  Cranbrook  Drive  for  more  than  ten
years. David has retired from this role but says he
was “pleased to have done his bit”.  We welcome
Sue Deakin who will take over from David.  Thank

you to all our deliverers.  You do a sterling job each month and we appreciate it very much indeed!

This month we are appealing for more deliverers, as in the advertisement below.  We hope to hear
from several people wishing to be on the lists.  Thank you for volunteering!  

As  the leaves  on the trees  begin to turn,  we approach the Autumn and hope for  an “Indian
Summer” with some sunnier weather than recently.  It is 200 years since he died, so I leave you
with the first verse of the great English poet John Keats’ (1795-1821) rather beautiful poem, To
Autumn, written in 1819.

— Amena Sutton

‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,

Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;

Conspiring with him how to load and bless

With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;

To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;

To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells

With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,

And still more, later flowers for the bees,

Until they think warm days will never cease,

For summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells.’
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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Kennington Village Diary

We are not be publishing a Village Diary during the period of the lockdown as most events have been 
cancelled.

Keep Protecting Each Other

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
Leslie Ponting (South End) 07305 547653

All coordinators can be contacted by email at: distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Copyright  Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submittersⒸ
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