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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
robertglenny@gmail.com
01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)
rsk.benefice@gmail.com
07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew
Rev Glynis Beckett
Rev Tony Rogerson
Rev Peter Stanway

Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD

01865 327974
01235 529505
01235 550214
01865 739342

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY

01865 730950
01865 739437

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN

01865 739758

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott
Nick Horn

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group

Contact Gillian Cox

01865 735590

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.stswithunskennington.org) for up to date information
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage

By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts
EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com
OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
St Swithun’s CE Primary school...........office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk..........01865 415105
Village Centre Bookings.......................hallmanagerkvh@gmail.com........................07843 743718
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
As these words are published, the leaders of the world are gathering in Glasgow for COP26, to
discuss a threat to life on Earth that dwarfs the pandemic. The ecological crisis which we find
ourselves in the midst of, is going to require concerted, global, and collaborative action if we are to
have any success in reversing its current impact.
Why is the ecological crisis a problem for Christians? Some would say, it isn’t a problem for
Christians. Here there’s a good argument and a bad argument. The good argument is that God is
God. If God is the maker and redeemer of every contingent thing, whose hands flung stars into
space and whose creativity is on a cosmic scale, then the degradation of the Earth isn’t an
insurmountable problem. God is more than capable of creating another Earth, another place to
support life, another way of being in relationship with creatures. This is a good argument because
it reminds us that the abundance of God’s grace is always more than the scarcity of our sin. And
just as the ecological crisis dwarfs the pandemic, so does God dwarf both.
The bad argument. This rests on Augustine’s distinction between what is to be used and what is to
be enjoyed. The bad argument sees the Earth in the first category, and not in the second. If
Christians say that their ultimate purpose is to reside with God in glory forever, then the Earth is
turned into one of three things. It could be an instrument that can bring us closer to God, through
experiences of intimacy, wonder, or joy, and thus like a ladder we can kick away when it’s got us to
the place we need to be. It could be a luxury, like a set of clothes, that make our earthly life more
congenial, but aren’t fundamentally necessary. Or it could be a limitation that imprisons us,
through entanglement, distraction, or ensnarement, like a straightjacket, that threatens to keep us
from our heavenly home. If the created order is a ladder, a luxury, or a limitation, then the
environmental crisis isn’t a major problem, because the earth isn’t something we fundamentally
need and depend upon.
If, however, we recognise that creation is not a means to our being with God, but a fundamental
part of the way we will be with God forever – then the bad argument is not worth pursuing, and a
new perspective emerges. The reason Christians care about the environment is not because if we
don’t, we’re toast. The reason is that if we’re not interested in the home God has made to dwell in
with us now, how can we claim to be eager for the home God has made to dwell in with us
forever? The way we enjoy the world God has given us to enjoy today, shows God how deeply we
long to dance with the Trinity in eternity. If we don’t treasure the earthly theatre of glory God has
given us, God can only assume we’re not interested in entering the heavenly one.
I’ll be praying for those at COP26, and my prayer will be that all recognise our relationship with
creation is now as it shall forever be. If salvation isn’t for the whole of creation, then I’m not sure
it’s for us.
— Revd Rob Glenny

Services at St Swithun’s Church in November
7th November
14th November
21st November
28th November

9:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Parish Communion
All Souls Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving
Remembrance Sunday Service
Messy Church
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
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Children’s Church
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services except when there is Messy Church.
Foodbank Collection
Contributions for the Foodbank can be left in the box at the back of church or in the vicarage
porch before 10:00 a.m. on the 1st of the month.

Exciting News!
St Swithun’s CE Primary School and St Swithun’s parish church are partnering with SOFEA, a
Didcot based charity, to bring Kennington a Community Larder. This a food club which anyone
can join. It provides affordable food and tackles food waste through the use of supermarket
surplus. Details are on page 8.
Interested in finding out more?
Please contact revalisonmathew@gmail.com or 01865 327974
There are lots of ways to get involved!

Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
Rev. Peter Powers
Superintendent Minister and Minister at Wesley Memorial Church Oxford-based
Oxford Methodist Circuit
Tel. 07941 328155
The new minister, Revd Peter Powers, is also the Superintendent of the Oxford Methodist circuit
and will be introducing himself in the Chronicle soon.
Services for November (all at 10:30 a.m.):
7th November

Revd Peter Powers

14th November

Remembrance Service at the Kennington War Memorial so no service in the
Church

21st November

Revd M. Sawyer (This will be a Holy Communion service)

28th November

Ms A Harriman (Advent Sunday)
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News from Botley Medical Centre
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk

Branch surgery: Kennington Health Centre
Dear Patients
Please find our progress update for late September / early October. First some Q & A.
PPG Exec Questions:
• GPs are in short supply at BMC. What can patients consult the other clinicians at the practice
about?
Appointments with the following can be forward-booked (no need to ring early for an on-the-day
appointment). Our receptionists will guide you to the most appropriate clinician.
Pharmacists: can carry out medication reviews, request and issue prescriptions, review and set up
dosett boxes, and help with medication queries including adverse reactions to medication. They
apply their expertise to patients discharged from hospital or secondary care. We have an in-house
lead pharmacist and two PCN Pharmacists. We are recruiting a pharmacy technician to help
process prescriptions.
Physiotherapists: can assess, diagnose, treat, and manage musculoskeletal (MSK) problems and
undifferentiated conditions and discharge a patient without a medical referral. They usually treat
back pain, foot and knee pain, and all types of musculoskeletal conditions.
Minor Illness Paramedic: sees ear and eye infections, minor pain management, abdominal pain,
chest infections, colds, coughs, skin rashes, and urinary tract infections.
Advance Nurse Prescriber: can see Minor Illness, and Asthma and Contraception.
Physician Associates: treat the same conditions as GPs but do not prescribe. They are supervised
by an experienced GP.
Social Prescriber: can support a wide range of people’s social, emotional or practical needs, to
improve their mental health and physical wellbeing. They can support those with mild or longterm mental health problems, complex needs, social isolation, and long-term conditions. Often
they can support elderly and more vulnerable patients.
• Are the appointments bookable online through the NHS and PatientAccess apps still underutilised?
The five Face to Face appointments daily for every GP working are often un-booked, usually 15
appointments per day.
• These apps ask for your NHS number. What’s the easiest way to find this?
You can look it up here: https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/online-services/find-nhs-number/
• Why keep these online bookable appointments available if they are under-utilised?
NHS England and CCG require us to provide patients with flexible access to appointments. This is a
more efficient way to book appointments.
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• What if there are no more appointments for the ‘Flu jab and I haven’t had mine through the
practice?
This has never yet happened. If it did patients can still get a vaccination from their community
pharmacist.
Livi appointments going well: over 1,500 patients have now registered. 120 appointments were
used in the last week of September with good feedback (4.78 / 5 stars). You can find more on our
website, and at the practice.
Recruitment Update: a Reception Manager and Medical Secretary joined in early October and six
interviews are lined up for mid- October for roles in reception and admin.
‘Flu vaccinations: the website has the latest information about the upcoming ‘flu clinics – we will
update this as soon as we are notified about more supplies coming. PPG will relay this information.
COVID Boosters: The Practice is not offering booster jabs. If you are due a jab the NHS will contact
you through the national COVID-19 vaccination booking service. Boosters are being given at the
Kassam Stadium in Oxford, designated pharmacies and other sites.
General Winter Healthcare - Please be proactive in taking care of your health this winter as the
hospitals are already busy without Covid-19. We advise that you wear your mask and keep socially
distanced.
Message from the PPG- The PPG welcome patients to their meetings. Please contact the Secretary
- csugden@ocrpl.org.
Best wishes
— BMC

Help Please!
The Kennington Chronicle is looking for:
Deliverers – each route takes approximately 40 minutes and needs to be covered
eleven times a year.
Holiday cover – we occasionally need cover for deliverers who are away on holiday.
If you are interested, please contact the editor, Amena Sutton, on:
editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk or 01865 739936

Thank you very much and we look forward to hearing from you.
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Macmillan Coffee & Cake in the Garden
Saturday 11th September 10:30 - 12noon
“Shall we have a Macmillan Cancer Support coffee morning, dear?" "Yes Ok". "All right then, I'll get
it started".
Days passed, weeks even! Well, little did I realize just what was involved, but finally it happened,
and it really was something with over 40 'Kenningtonites' who lined up patiently outside the
garden at 10:30 a.m. ready to take part in a sunny and comforting morning of treats! Little did I
know what was to follow, but thanks to the enormous generosity of Kennington people in
supplying plenty of home-made delicacies with so many donations for the raffle, everything ran
smoothly! Too numerous to mention are the donors who gave so generously to the raffle, but I
must mention the manager, Mia, of the Dil Raj Indian restaurant in Ock Street, Abingdon, who
donated dinners for two; the manager, Salvatore, of the Limoncello Italian restaurant who gave a
£20 voucher to be used there; Mostly Books; and Prices the Stationers in Stert Street, Abingdon,
all who gave their donations so generously! We had a very successful morning enjoyed by all.

Thanks must also go to the Jericho Coffee Company who supplied not only their really tasty coffee
but the professional equipment necessary to serve it so expeditiously. Finally, the seemingly
effortless actions of Linda Mason, Julia Bromhall and Mary Bakewell must be mentioned for their
untiring supply of strong coffee and tea (John Sweeney).
You all helped to raise the sum of £416 which is now at the disposal of the Macmillan Cancer
Support Teams. Well done Kennington!
— Robin Mason

New Year’s Day Walk
SATURDAY 1st JANUARY 2022 at 11:00a.m.
At the 50th Anniversary of Kennington becoming a Civil Parish in 1986, 130 residents, including
little ones in pushchairs and three well behaved dogs on leads, walked the actual boundary of the
village and ‘Beat the Bounds’ in a ceremony at the top of Hinksey Hill.
I plan to celebrate the 85th Anniversary (2021) as part of the walk by ‘Beating the Bounds’ at the
junction of Sandford Lane and The Avenue
The walk will leave the Village Car Park at 11 a.m.
All welcome
See you there – Roger Dennett (07837-191-893)
7
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Build a Library in Kenya Campaign
Why you should help build the first library in a West Kenyan district the size of
Oxfordshire?
At Kennington village library on Wednesday 6th
October, we launched the Build a Library
campaign. Nasio Trust founder, Nancy Mudenyo
Hunt, and I wrote a novel together inspired by her
childhood in Kenya and her experience of
transforming the lives of disadvantaged teenagers
by taking them to the Nasio projects in Musanda
(west Kenya). Not so Black and White is set in
London and west Kenya and our target readership
was 14-24 so I suggested we give copies to school
libraries in the region. The problem is that there
are NONE and no community libraries either. We
discussed what we could do about it.
The upshot is that Nancy found a piece of land in the grounds of a school in Mumias, a village in
Musanda. The school will be able to use the library but so will the local community. We officially
launched the campaign to raise £10,000 to build it. Korky Paul has agreed to be our patron. (Korky
is the honorary life president of Kennington library. He will be with us on 3rd November to
fundraise to keep our community library open.)
My publishers, Claret Press and Essential Audiobooks will fund the initial running costs. All we
have to do is build it! Under the veranda we’ll mount colourful boards headed, WE LOVE
READING. Any individual, family or organisation who donates £50 can have a dedication on it. 200
names and we will have raised the money! We have made a good start and raised just over £2000
so far. If any church, school, author, publisher or library would like to donate £50 we would love to
hear from them.
How can you help? The easiest way to make a donation to the Nasio Library Fund is via the
dedicated Just Giving Page we have created in collaboration with the Nasio Trust. Just type in the
link below and make your donation or make a bank transfer to sort code 30-10-04 account number
01074758 with ref LIBRARY.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nasiotrustlovereading
I shall be speaking at the Indie Book Fair on Saturday 6th November at Wesley Memorial Church in
Oxford. Do come along and hear from many celebrated authors and purchase a copy of Not So
Black and White. Proceeds from the purchase will go to funding the library. Let’s give every child
and adult in Mumias the joy or reading!
— Sylvia Vetta (on behalf of the fundraising committee)
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Support Your Local Library! Opening Times
Monday
2 – 5:30pm*

Wednesday
10am - 12:30pm

Friday
2 - 7pm

Saturday
10am - 1pm

*Note: Monday 2-3pm is busy with pre-school children so you may need to wait

Children’s Events
th

Monday 8 November, 2:45- 3:15pm: Rhymetime
Wednesday 17th November, 11 – 11:30am: Storytime
For preschool children and their guardians. Booking appreciated to manage numbers.
Would you consider becoming a helper at Rhymetime or Storytime events?
Training is provided. Have a chat with the library manager or email
dominique.henderson@oxfordshire.gov.uk for more information.

COFFEE TALK: Wednesday 3rd November:
Fund raiser with Korky Paul and Richard O. Smith
From 11:45am including lunch
Oxford Zz to Aa 1000 years of history in 26 letters. Korky has joined forces with
comedy writer Richard O. Smith to produce this fabulous and funny book.
(Individualised signed copies will be available).

Tickets £6:00 per head. (Bring a bottle)
Thursday 11th November:
Fund raiser with Ray and Caroline Foulk
7:30pm to 9:30pm – St Swithun’s Hall.
Picasso’s Revenge – The art detective story!
Ray and Caroline will introduce their novel set around Picasso’s painting ‘Les
Demoiselles d’Avignon’. An evening of entertainment around a glass of wine with
cheese and nibbles. Raffle will be held. Donations welcome.

Tickets £8 per head. Signed books available.
Tickets available from Library or email: secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Wednesday 1st December: Annual Book Review
From 11:45am
Come along and share your favourite reads! Mulled wine and snacks provided.
Donations gratefully received.

FOKL Membership
FOKL provides volunteers and funds all the children’s events at the library. Please consider
becoming a member of FOKL. Pick up a programme and membership form or visit our website:
www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Look out for updates:
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/
FOKL Chair: John Argyle:
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
11
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Kennington Athletic Football Club
Results and Fixtures – October/November 2021
Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)
Date
Sat 18.09.21

Team
Men’s 1st
Men’s Res

Opposition
Southam United
Heyford Ath Res

Score
Lost 2-1
Won 3-2

Sat 25.09.21

Men’s 1st

Bure Park

Won 3-1

Men's Res

Cropredy Dev

Lost 6-2

Men's 1st

Marston Saints

Won 8-2

Men's Res

Garsington Res

Won 2-0

Men's 1st

Cropredy

Won 3-1

Men's Res

Summertown

Won 4-0

U12
U13 Yellows
U13 Green

Oxford Blackbirds
Long Whittenham
Goring Robins

U14
U16
U12

Botley Boys & Girls
Abingdon Youth
Deddington Town
Colts
Bure Park
Easington Sports
Rose Hill
Oxford Blackbirds
Abingdon Youth
Barton United
Summertown Stars

Won 6-1
Won 5-1
Won 116
Drew 2-2
Won 5-1
Lost 5-0

Sat 2.10.21

Sat 9.10.21

Sun 19.9.21

Sun 26.9.21

Sun 3.10.21
Sun 10.10.21

U13 Yellows
U13 Green
U14
U13 Yellows
U12
U13 Yellows
U16

Kennington Goals
Dave Murphy
Jordon Blackstock, Dec
Clerkin, Tom Larman
Matty Crossan, Josh
Nicholls, Engli Zenelli
Jordon Blackstock, Foley
Sercombe
James Smith x3, Josh
Nicholls, Charlie Clarkson,
Matty Crossan, Engli
Zenelli, Steve Woodhouse
Jamie Cattell, Jordon
Blackstock
Josh Nicholls, James Smith,
Frank Haines
Bailey Bone, Henry Bone,
Dec Clerkkin, Engli Zenelli

Won 7-2
Lost 4-2
Lost 4-0
Won 4-1
Drew 2-2
Won 4-3
Lost 4-2

Men’s Fixtures:
(Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2:30 p.m in October
and 2 p.m in November/Cup Games)
Date
16.10.21
23.10.21
30.10.21

Team
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st

Opposition
Halse United
Mansfield Road Res
Bicester Town Colts
Yarnton
Summertown
13

Home/Away
H
A
H (Cup)
H
A

30.10.21
06.11.21
13.11.21

Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves

Hanborough
Garsington
Summertown Stars
Yarnton
Chinnor Reserves

Youth Fixtures:

A (Cup)
H
H
H
A

(Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15)
(Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12)
Date
Team
Opposition
Home/Away
Sat 16.10.21
U7
Trophy Event
N
U8 Yellows
Ducklington Youth
H
U9
Abingdon Youth Whites
H
U10 Yellows
Grove
A
Sun 17.10.21 U11 Yellows
Oxford City Blue
A
U11 Green
Oxford City Hoops
A
U12
St Edmunds
A
U13 Yellows
Summertown Stars
H
U13 Green
Watlington Town
A
Sat 06.11.21
U8 Green
Launton Athletic
H
U9
Hinksey Park
H
U10 Yellows
Easington Sports
H
Sun 07.11.21 U11 Yellow
Harwell & Hendred
H
U11 Green
Mansfield Road
H
U12
Grove Challengers
A
U13 Yellows
Summertown Stars
H
U13 Green
South Park Rangers
H
U14
Ardington & Lockinge
A
U16
Easington Sports
A
Sat 13.11.21
U7
Radley Youth
H
Sun 14.11.21 U12
Abingdon Youth
H
U13 Green
Harwell & Hendred
A
U14
Goring Robins
H
U16
Didcot Town
A
Sat 20.11.21
U7
Summertown Stars
H
Sun 21.11.21 U13 Green
Oxford Utd Women
H
U14
Botley Boys & Girls
A
U16
Purley Jubilee
A
Sat 27.11.21
U8 Yellows
Oxford City
A
U8 Greens
Oxford City
A
U10 Yellows
Hanney Youth
H
Sun 28.11.21 U11 Yellows
Cholsey Bluebirds
A
U11 Green
Didcot Town
A
U14
Oxford Blackbirds
H
U16
Crowmarsh Youth
A

14
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40th Oxford Sea Scouts
The 40ths New Group Scout Leader
As restrictions have been lifted and life in the village returns to some normality, I am pleased to
say that all sections - Beavers, both Cub packs and the Scouts of the 40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea
Scout group - are back and meeting regularly in person at the Scout HQ!
However there have been some changes. Due to work commitments I had to step down as Leader
for the Beaver colony, and for some time it looked like we were not going to be able to find a
replacement. But thanks to Tamsin (Alpaca), Mavis (Butterfly), Caroline (Peacock) and Niall
(Crocodile) who have all stepped up to the mark and are between them running the colony as an
assembled group of assistant leaders. They are backed up by our long serving leaders Pauline
(Spider) and Claire (Bagheera). I know that I do not just speak for myself when I thank all of you,
for the work you put in every week in delivering scouting to the children in the village.
I would also like to extend my thanks to our other leaders of the Cub packs and Scout troop in
working hard through the last 18 months to deliver scouting to the children in new ways.
As I am writing this you may have guessed that I have not left scouting completely. I have taken on
the role of Group Scout Leader (GSL) from Anthony who has enough on his plate as the District
Commissioner for Oxford Spires.
Even though we are meeting regularly, it will take time for everything to become normal and the
return of all activities. It is with a heavy heart that I must announce that we will not be doing our
bonfire fireworks this year. However, we are in the process of acquiring canoes and kayaks for the
group as well as training leaders to take the youngsters out on the water; after all we are a Sea
Scout Group! And we are hoping to have a boat launch celebration sometime in June, so stay
tuned!
I am told that the Remembrance parade is going ahead this year and we are very much looking
forward to joining in again and will hopefully see you there!
— Mattias, Group Scout Leader
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

Kennington Thames Rainbows
Rainbows are meeting every Monday from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Methodist
Church Hall for an hour of games, crafts and challenges. We have almost
completed the ‘Be Healthy’ theme award and are about to start ‘Take Action’ in the run up to
Christmas. If you are five and would like to join us go to the Girlguiding website to:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ and scroll down to the “Join us” box.
— Pauline, Liz & Rhiannon (Rainbow leaders)
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3rd Kennington Brownies
We’ve been making the most of the glorious weather! As part of our ‘Have
Adventures/Explorers badge’, the Brownies went for a walk through the fields to the Thames.
Prior to this, we had a discussion on how to keep safe on a walk – staying on the path, not going
too near the river, watching for warning signs of animals sharing the field and being aware of
landmarks to show the way. They discovered birds, bugs and signposts plus some very small fish in
the river. Even though the weather was kind to us, the Brownies were prepared for any
eventuality and brought along a jacket for rain or warmth, something to drink and a snack.
Happy feet! Brown Owl had a range of shoes to show the Brownies how important footwear is on
our adventures. Then they drew their favourite shoes for walking, roller skating, dancing, climbing
or hiking. When on an adventure, in your knapsack, it is important to take an extra pair of socks in
case your feet get wet. If your feet are nice and toasty warm, then you can walk miles!
Mapping it Out! Barn Owl had the task of showing the girls how to read a map and plot a route.
She had the girls running around outside on a treasure hunt using the grid references on their
special map. Lemon sherbert drops at the end were their reward! Back inside, they were able to
look at big maps and find the symbols on the maps to discover their meaning. It was all quite
engrossing and the girls loved it!
We are preparing some of the girls for enrolment into our Brownie Pack. In their preparatory
booklet, they will come to know what it is to be a Brownie, the Brownie Promise and the Brownie
Law. Families are most welcome to come and see their Brownie enrolled. It is a special moment for
all.
Looking forward to seeing any new Brownies! We can welcome you at any time!
— Eagle Owl
Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can join at any time of the year.
Please contact Susan on: 01235 520074 or 3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com.
More information on Girlguiding and Brownies can be found at www.girlguiding.org.uk
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1st Kennington Guides
As the Autumn term continues, we have been working on our Investigating
badge. We have looked at local issues and practised our CSI skills, comparing
height and foot length and taking fingerprints.

We carried out a series of experiments looking at the effects of refraction, testing hypotheses
about dissolving Skittles and creating rainbows in test tubes.
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or 1stkenningtonguides@gmail.com . More information, including opportunities for girls outside
of our age range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
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Kennington Women’s Institute
In October we held our first meeting this year in the Methodist Church Hall. We followed the
cleaning regime imposed on us by the regulations for the use of the Hall and the regulations
issued by the NFWI (National Federation of Women’s Institutes). We had a very relaxed afternoon.
No, we are not back to normal! There was no speaker and no raffle, but we have plans for our
future. All our members seemed pleased to be back in our usual venue, sitting around tables
chatting to friends, exchanging anecdotes and ideas whilst enjoying a cup of tea and biscuits. We
also welcomed two ladies, who may become members, which was very encouraging for our
future.
Next month our speaker is David Holt, whose talk is entitled “Child Chimney Sweeps 1788-1875”.
Our December meeting will be our Christmas lunch at the Bowyer Arms which we are looking
forward to. Overall, the situation is positive and optimistic as we move forward into 2022.
Our first meeting in 2022 will be on Wednesday 5th January at 2:15 p.m. in the Methodist Church
Hall. You will be most welcome to join us but if you have any questions please contact our
President, Maureen Palma, telephone number 01235 530357. Meanwhile we look forward to
meeting you.
— Jean Holt

Apple Café
Apple Café has had a lovely and busy time over the last few weeks. We've had lots of new faces
joining us, as well as the regulars enjoying coming back. The Sainsbury's heroes card swap has
been very popular, and we have a large supply of spare cards, so come along to any session to
finish off your book.
Each Thursday we are endeavouring to open before the official start time of 10:30 a.m., and are
generally open by 9:30 a.m., so just look out for the sign out the front, or come round the back.
You'll receive a warm welcome; it may just take a moment for the kettle to boil!
This autumn term we have some fun activities planned. On Thursday 18th November we are
hosting a traditional board games morning. Come along to play chess, cribbage, scrabble or
dominoes. On Sunday 14th November we will be open for refreshments directly after the
remembrance service. Come along to warm up after the parade and service.
We have four dates for Christmas wreath making and kiddie crafts. We'll be providing a supply of
wreath making equipment, but please do bring any extra Christmas decorations or foliage to
supplement this. There will be limited space for this, but no need to book, just come along. This is
free, but donations would be welcome.
— Emily Gooding
applecafekennington@gmail.com. Or text Carole at 07387 191352.
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Wildlife of Kennington Parish
A Mouse in my House
Occasionally mice enter houses, and this makes some people worried or
upset. Personally, I think the overlap between the needs of humans and the
same needs of our fellow wild creatures is all rather fascinating. In Kennington,
the mice will be Wood Mice looking for shelter, unless a cat brought the
mouse in. Wood Mice don't really live in houses and don't cause any serious
problems. (If you see a House Mouse in Kennington, do let me know!) Here are some suggestions
for what to do.
Before you start, take a moment to think about what you're going to do with your mouse. If
possible it should be returned to the place it came from. A mouse lives in a small home range in
which it knows where to find food and shelter, usually in an underground nest. If it is displaced,
finding warmth and safety could be very tough, and it might be attacked by other territorial mice you should expect that a good mouse habitat is already occupied! So it's best to return the mouse
to exactly the place it came from (only possible if it has just been
brought in uninjured by a cat wearing a GPS collar!), or failing
that, to an area of suitable habitat close to your house, ideally
not much more than 50 metres away. Suitable habitat for a
wood mouse includes woodland, hedges, shrubby areas,
overgrown banks and tall grass. If I don't know where the mouse
belongs, I'll put some straw bedding in an enclosed place in my
garden that's safe from cats (under a shed or similar) and use
that for the release site.
My guesstimate for a Kennington mouse's home range is around 2000-6000 square metres, very
roughly. Some people will tell you stories about mice they have ejected from a house who have
then returned from a long distance. You should be sceptical about such claims, as there are a lot of
mice in the world and they all look pretty similar. It was probably a different mouse. Or they had
two and only ejected one.
Various live traps are available in shops, but my favourite way to catch
a mouse is to use a 'Mouseporter' - a long cardboard poster tube with
one end blocked by translucent material such as a white plastic cap. If
you can see the mouse in a room, hold the tube so its open end is
against the skirting board - mice like to run along edges and enter
tunnels. If you then use your other arm and body to cajole the mouse
towards the open tube - think of a shepherd with his crook herding a
sheep through a gate - you'll have an excellent chance of catching the
mouse. Now stand the tube up on its closed end and take a
congratulatory break.
Be careful how you release your mouse. The next few hours will be critical, particularly if the
weather is bad or the mouse is young and inexperienced. I drop a small handful of bedding straw
into the tube, along with a slice of apple or carrot as a water source, and a little bird seed or nuts.
Then I leave the whole tube under cover at the release site. As a lost little mouse is in danger from
cats and other predators, I let the mouse stay in the tube until it is ready to go. The only downside
to leaving your Mouseporter unattended is that you might lose it. So, if anyone has a nice long
cardboard poster tube they're not using, I'm happy to take it off your hands.
— Sylfest Muldal
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Remembrance Sunday
The council hopes you will join them for the act of remembrance on Sunday 14th November –
please assemble at the war memorial by 10.45am. Face masks and social distancing will be
encouraged.
Christmas Events in Kennington
Carols around the Tree will be back this year with a change of date - Saturday 4th December.
Father Christmas will be visiting Kennington with his sleigh again on 10th and 11th December. We
hope you will come out and say ‘hello’. Details of the routes will be included in the December
Chronicle and on the website.
'Wild' Verges Consultation
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to respond to the consultation on the ‘wild’ grass
verges – there has been a great response from lots of Kennington residents. The results of the
consultation will be reported at the parish council meeting on 11th November.
Members of the public are very welcome to attend the meeting, but please could you let me know
in advance if you are planning to attend, to ensure there will be enough room.
Fix My Street Super Users
You may already be familiar with Fix My Street, Oxfordshire’s online reporting system for physical
highway problems, such as pot holes and broken street lights. Oxfordshire County Council has a
scheme for ‘Super Users’ where individuals can arrange some repairs directly. If you are interested
in volunteering to do this for Kennington, please get in touch. Training and equipment are
provided.
Table Tennis Table
The table tennis table has finally been installed at Forest
Side playing field! The parish council would like to express its
thanks to Table Tennis England and Vale of White Horse
District Council for arranging this. We have asked our
contractors to ensure that this area is kept free of weeds and
brambles, so that balls do not go missing!
Parish Transport Representative
There is a vacancy for a Parish Transport Representative
(PTR) for Kennington, which involves attending three
meetings per year with other PTRs. Further information on
what PTRs do is available at:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-andtransport/public-transport/parish-transport
Please contact me if you would like to act as Kennington’s
Parish Transport Representative.
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Civil Parking Enforcement
From 1st November, on-street parking enforcement will be changing in South Oxfordshire, the Vale
of White Horse and Cherwell to bring them in line with the rest of the county.
Currently in these districts, Thames Valley Police enforce the parking restrictions but Oxfordshire
County Council teams will now be responsible for the whole county, giving continuity and clarity
for all road users. The changes should result in increased, more consistent enforcement of waiting
and loading restrictions, double parking offences and dropped kerb obstructions.
Grants
A grant of £42 has been awarded to Kennington Strollers for the hire of Playfield Rd pavilion, so
attendees can have a sit down and a hot drink after the wal
— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
November 2021
Meetings are usually held in the Village Centre. Please visit the website kennington-pc.gov.uk for
further information and agendas. Members of the public are welcome.
Thursday 11th November at 7:30 p.m.

Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesday 9th and 30th November at 7:30 p.m.

Planning Committee meeting

Wednesday 17th November at 7:30 p.m.

Playing Fields Committee meeting in
Playfield Rd pavilion

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call:
Tel: 01865 421126

email: clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Kennington History Society
At the time of writing, we are awaiting the outcome of an extra ordinary meeting on the 25th of
October. We are asking for volunteers to come forward to serve on the Committee to continue to
arrange speakers and meetings. Otherwise, the Society will cease to exist.
— Bob Johnston
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Kennington Youth Club
With the summer holidays over, we welcomed back a swathe of young people to
KYC. We decided that as the new split of Junior group and Senior group was working well, we’d
keep it at that. So it was that as the school term restarted, so did we, with an influx to the Juniors
– a record 14 young people were invited in. We’re almost up to the numbers we were when both
groups met together and there’s a real buzz around the building. Our Seniors are lower on
numbers but are made up of stalwarts from when we first reopened four years ago.
We always say we try not to appear elitist, but we have to limit numbers for health and safety
reasons, so as it stands, we’re back to holding a small waiting list for the Juniors. Seniors though,
plenty of space – head on in!
Those first few weeks in September feel like an age away now. Programme-wise, let’s be honest,
we’ve not packed lots in. Having spent 18 months keeping the place going through a pandemic,
and with our young people back to schools, we’ve had more chance of simply getting to know you,
getting back into the swing of having a hall full, and searching for new adults to ensure we can
actually run.
We now have the entire centre open, which is great, masks are optional, temperature checks are
scrapped, and we’re offering a full tuck shop. New equipment has been out more, and it’s truly a
hive of activity. We’ve seen how musically talented (or not in some cases) our young people are
with our new band equipment and karaoke gear, we’ve had a few team games, and some of our
members have simply sat and enjoyed The Haven, our wellbeing space, which is still very popular.
Those who started their ASC award during the holidays have been making good progress too and
we hope to be able to award some of these by Christmas.
Thanks to a grant from The Mid-Counties Cooperative, we were able to purchase two trangia
camping cooker sets. These pieces of equipment are standard on Duke of Edinburgh expeditions,
and whilst the group currently does not offer the award, there have been discussions previously. In
the meantime, it allows us to expand our cooking offer, as we have just one cooker in a corner of
the kitchen which makes any food sessions a bit tricky.

By the time you read this, our Seniors will be preparing to go away for a weekend adventure
holiday which includes sledging, climbing, an escape room, and car driving. We’re living it up by
staying in a hotel too. It’s thanks to some fundraising and a lot of sweet-talking with the activity
providers that it has been possible to subsidise this trip.
Soon, of course, Christmas will be upon us. Not wishing our Juniors to miss out, we’re aiming to
run a trip for them which could not happen last year due to Covid. It does feel, overall, that
although we still have to be somewhat cautious in how we approach our youth work, things at KYC
are getting back to normal
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50:50 Draw Winners for October are below
Previous draw winners are announced online at www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We’ve raised more than £2000 through the draw and the same has been given away
in prizes. If you are interested in supporting us in this way, it makes a big difference. More info
online. The top prize is currently around £40 per month. The more players, the greater the prize.
You can also shop with us and raise funds for the club without it costing you anymore.
1st Ball - 35 (£38.50) 2nd Ball - 59 (£11.00) 3rd Ball - 7 (£5.50)
— Roy Peach

Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme Update

We are committed to reducing flood risk in Oxford. We plan to submit our planning application for
the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme this winter. We want to ensure Oxford’s communities are as
protected as possible from the increased floods we’ll see in coming decades and value the support
of local communities in achieving this.
Earlier this year we produced a new website to inform people about the scheme’s progress and
invited questions from the public:
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/thames/oxfordscheme/
We published answers to these on our FAQ page. We have also produced a video with members of
our project team answering some of the most popular questions.
We produce an enewsletter to keep everyone up-to-date with scheme progress. If you would like
to sign up to receive our newsletter or you would like to ask us a question please email
oxfordscheme@environment-agency.gov.uk. You can also follow us at:
facebook.com/oxfordscheme
twitter.com/oxfordfas
OxfordScheme@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Kennington Good Neighbour Scheme
Can you help? If you are reading this you may be interested in helping to run or volunteer for the
Kennington Good Neighbour Scheme (GNS)?
Kennington Good Neighbour Scheme is a local voluntary group which offers a service for older,
isolated, and vulnerable people in need of help and support. People who may need the support of
Kennington Good Neighbour Scheme include older people, disabled people, single parents, young
mothers, those in need through temporary illness or anyone experiencing isolation in the
community.
We have had one or two offers of help since our appeal in the September Chronicle. Thank you.
However, we still need more volunteers and someone to take over the organisation of the scheme.
Please get in touch with:
Margaret Biggs, Kennington GNS Chair, on 01865 730353/07540 755711 or
dottiedora@gmail.com
or
Martha Holland, Good Neighbour Scheme Coordinator, on 07545 923327 or
oxfordshiregns@vlu.org.uk
— Margaret Biggs
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Swire Ridgeway Arts Prize April 2022

The Ridgeway – the oldest road in Britain – historically was a trackway providing a reliable trading
route from the Dorset coast along the chalk Downs to the Wash in Norfolk. Today it is not only the
oldest road but is also a wonderful resource for all the communities that live along its route,
where all can enjoy walking, riding or just being there.
The Friends of The Ridgeway established an annual arts competition and prize – the Swire
Ridgeway Arts Prize. For 2022 it will be held in April 2022 with an exhibition in Thomas Hughes
Memorial Hall, Uffington on Saturday and Sunday 2 – 3 April 2022 with an associated online
exhibition. The aim of the competition is to bring The Ridgeway to life not only as a long distance
trail but also as an artistic inspiration, and to show The Ridgeway, its history and environs, in all
their aspects throughout all seasons. The theme of the competition is ‘Spirit of the Ridgeway’.
The main points of the prize competition are:
1. There will be separate classes for painting, sculpture (including ceramics and
textiles) , photography and writing (poetry or prose);
2. Competition is open to all artists, amateur and professional, of any age;
3. Art work submitted must be produced in the 24 months prior to closing date;
4. The results of the competition will be announced and prizes awarded at the
Ridgeway Friends Day planned for 3 April 2022;
5. The closing date for entries shall be one month prior to the Ridgeway Friends Day

(i.e. 3 March 2022);
6. The full rules of the competition are given in a separate document.
All entrants will receive one year’s membership of The Friends of The Ridgeway. Each category
winner will receive a keeper prize plus £100. The overall winner will receive a keeper prize plus
£250 and a trophy.
To enter applicants should contact The Friends of The Ridgeway. Entrants need to complete the
Entry Form and submit it with their art work.
Why not seek artistic inspiration from the Ridgeway and then, through the Swire Ridgeway Arts
Prize, share it with all those that love and value the Ridgeway?
Further information can be obtained from:

Anthony Burdall, 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon Oxfordshire SN7 7JY
Tel: 01367 240713 Mob: 0784135 2938 Email: anthony.burdall@burdall.net
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Kennington Amateur Dramatics Society (KADS)
Rehearsals are well underway for Rapunzel, our January pantomime. This time we shall be raising
funds in support of the Royal Papworth Hospital Charity, a cause very close to our hearts. Tickets
are on sale from the Box Office - get yours now!
Show dates at Kennington Village Centre:
Friday 28th January
7:30 p.m.
All first night tickets £10
Saturday 29th
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Sunday 30th
12 noon and 5:30 p.m.
Thursday 3rd February
7:30 p.m.
Friday 4th
7:30 p.m.
Saturday 5th
2 p.m. and 7:30pm
Tickets are just £10 for the first performance only. For all other performance, tickets are £12
adults, £10 concessions, and £35 for a family of four (under 5s go free on laps). Call the Box Office
on 01865 739025 or email boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. We accept payment in cash, by
cheque, BACS, and now by card (booking charge applies).
— Sarah Ellner

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Autumn
November has come round again and autumn is about half way through. There have been the
beautiful autumn leaf colours, the fruit ripening and the smell of damp earth, all of which go with
this time of year. These are sensations which we can all enjoy and often remind us of a special
time or place in our past. Memories are so important in shaping who we are today, even if life has
dealt us an uneven hand, and we end up with a diagnosis of dementia in the autumn of our lives.
One person in every fourteen over the age of sixty-five is likely to develop one of the forms of
dementia. This number of people with the diagnosis is the reason why organisations like
Kennington Memory Club are so important. The Club’s day centre sessions provide an opportunity
for club members to spend time together, engage in stimulating and fun activities and
conversation, and meet up with others, also with a dementia diagnosis, outside their home
environment. Much of the conversation and many of the activities are designed to prompt the
memory. Such interesting life stories emerge and the interests and occupations revealed give a
much more rounded impression of someone. Meanwhile carers have valuable time to themselves,
to recharge their batteries to help them carry on with their 24/7 responsibilities.
Do you know of someone who would benefit from attending the day centre sessions? If so, please
contact our organiser, Helen, on 07852 883496. If you would enjoy being part of the volunteer
team who keep the wheels of the club running please give our chairman, Isobel, a ring on 07843
755564. You could help at the club sessions, share an interest such as art or craft, or contribute in
another way such as with fund-raising, publicity or admin. We look forward to hearing from you.
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
— Isobel Birse
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Wild About Kennington
We were very pleased to be invited to run a stall at the St Swithun’s School fair in
September. Thirty-eight children took part in craft activities with their
accompanying adults. Some made butterfly masks, others made paper caterpillars

or did collage pictures of caterpillars which they decorated. They all seemed to enjoy the activities
and had fun doing their crafts.
We raised £19 towards school funds but we were particular delighted to have the opportunity to
chat to families about the verges project. We received much support from villagers and we would
like to encourage everyone to participate in Kennington Parish Council’s ‘Have Your Say’
consultation which is available on the front page of the Parish Council website, https://kenningtonpc.gov.uk/. The consultation ends on 31st October.
— Amena Sutton (on behalf of Wild About Kennington)

Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice on coping with Universal Credit shortfall
This year, the month of September ushered in more ominous portents than chilly winds and dark
nights: the Government reduced Universal Credit payments by £20 a week. This move could put
many floundering people in a critical situation. Rising prices and the coming end of the pandemic
furlough have joined other negative trends to put millions in serious debt, unable to pay vital bills
and about to see life get even worse.
But, if you are in this position, remember that support and help are available and you need not
suffer alone.
Take charge of your situation. Start by making a list of what you owe and add up what you need to
pay out each month. This list puts your financial position clearly in front of you in black and white.
Next, prioritise your debts. There is advice on the Citizens Advice website to help you do this:
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https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money Some bills are more urgent than others. Rent
or mortgage arrears, gas and electricity bills and Council Tax count as priority debts as there could
be serious consequences if you don’t pay them.
Get in touch with the companies to whom you owe money. Not everybody feels confident about
doing this but the organisations expect such calls and they might be able to help by letting you pay
smaller amounts over a longer period or even take a temporary payment break.
The government-backed Breathing Space scheme could also give you extra time to pay. See our
website for details or www.gov.uk. If you are eligible, you could get 60 days during which your
creditors can’t contact you, take any action against you or add interest and charges to your debt. A
Citizens Advice adviser can check your debts to see if they are covered by the scheme.
If you need more specific support or don’t feel able to manage your situation alone, call the
Citizens Advice debt helpline on 0800 240 4420. It really helps to make personal contact with
somebody who understands. You can also call our Adviceline free on 0808 278 7907 (Monday to
Friday 9 am to 5 pm) or try our webchat (click on “chat with us online about debt”).

Kennington Strollers Gentle walks - Autumn 2021
By the time you are reading this, we hope that Kennington Strollers short walking group will still be
walking round the playing field on Wednesdays at 2 p.m. The mild autumn weather has enabled us
to continue walking throughout September and October and possibly into November – if it stays
mild and not too wet. One benefit of global warming is the mild and sunny autumn we have had!
I was talking to someone today who mentioned that he was part of a gentle jogging group in
Abingdon which had folded because of the pandemic. We came up with a great idea! That there
may be “older” people in Kennington who still enjoy jogging and would like to meet up to enjoy a
gentle jog around the playing field at the same time as
Kennington Strollers – 2 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Playing field at Playfield Road
If people want to become more active than walking, we may attract a new group of people who
have enjoyed jogging in their past and would like to get going again in a sociable group. Obviously,
there may have to be a brisk walking stage for some prior to building up to jogging, to prevent
people injuring themselves! A gentle jogging group would be non-competitive and cater for
“older” age groups, so people in their 60s, 70s, 80s – however you want to define older.
I know absolutely nothing about Gentle Jogging, but I wonder if there is anyone in Kennington
who has the knowledge and expertise to take a lead (as a volunteer) in organising a gentle jogging
group? (Training is available through Ashley Chapman, Active Communities, Vale of White Horse,
District Council.)
If you are interested to join a gentle jogging group at Playfield Road playing field - please get in
touch.
Email gardneraldgate@outlook.com or text 07955897074.
I am happy to help get this idea off the ground if there is interest in the community and hopefully
find a volunteer jogging leader with some knowledge and experience to guide the group.
Do think about it!
— Rosemary Aldgate, Kennington Strollers (Short gentle walks)
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field
Firstly, a big THANK YOU to everyone who attended the conservation work
party at Kennington Memorial Field on 30th October working with Abingdon Green Gym to
maintain the species-rich grassland. A morning spent completing hard work but with cheerful
volunteers is great.
November is the month of remembrance and there isn’t a better time to share a little history of
the Kennington Memorial Field and think of those who made the ultimate sacrifice. Back in 1946,
Kennington Village and Oxford Preservation Trust came together to raise the £1,000 needed to
purchase the 12½ acre field as a memorial to the six men of Kennington who were killed in the
Second World War. Their names are recorded on plaques by three entrance gates and on the
information board. Those who died were RAF Flight Officer Dennis Bint, 20; Corporal Charles
Bowley, Army Catering Corps, 32; Second Lieutenant William Evers, Derbyshire Yeomanry, 34; RAF
Leading Aircraftman William Gobey, 38; Lieutenant Anthony Kirk, Royal Naval Reserve, 26;
Driver Sidney Trinder, Royal Army Service Corps, 27.
Previously part of Radley College’s golf links, the Memorial Field was opened on 7th June 1946 and
has always been looked after so that the field is “… preserved as an open space in perpetuity”, a
place of peace and recreation. More recently, the field was designated as a Local Wildlife Site for
its unusually species-rich neutral grassland covered with old ant hills. By managing the field
traditionally through grazing, a small part of the rural setting of this ancient village is preserved.
As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. During these unprecedented times,
funding and support are vital to ensure that Oxford’s heritage and setting is maintained for future
generations. Becoming a member is easy – you can do so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by
telephoning the office on 01865 242918.
— Stephen Dawson info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Kennington Festival Group
For those of you who do not know:
The Group, for over 60s, meets every other Monday afternoon from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. in the Village
Centre for a social get together; somewhere to meet others and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We
also play a game of Bingo and have a small raffle.
All are welcome so please do pop in to see if you would like to join us.
Next meetings planned are on:
8th November:

2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

22nd November:

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. (lunch)

6th December:

2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

For those who have problems getting about we have volunteer drivers who would be only too
pleased to transport you.
If you would like more information, please contact me on 01865 730353 or 07540755711 or email:
dottiedora@gmail.com
— Margaret Biggs
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

St Swithun's Primary School is open for tours. Please do contact us if you would
like a tour of the school for a place in September 2022.
Please call: 01865 415105 or email: office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk.

Contribution from Elm Class
This term we are exploring one of our school’s core Christian values – Community. Community is
many things such as family, friends, school, clubs, church, Kennington and, of course, our world.
We are very fortunate to belong to a community that cares and looks after us.
Friends can be like family, no matter how annoying they can be, they will always have your back.
Elders in your community could pass on knowledge and traditions which may help you throughout
your life. This wisdom is vital. Family - it’s a special kind of relationship that loves you for you. It is
a non-judgemental relationship and one that we treasure.
Our school is like one big family. We feel safe; we feel loved; we are happy
at school and trust the people around us. Our school community supports
our learning but also our well-being.
Some of us belong to different clubs from sporting to art ones. A
membership to a club is special, not only does it help you learn new skills
but you also meet new people and feel part of a team. Being a club
member makes me feel like I am not alone and I belong to a community.
Some of us belong to religious communities. I belong to a Church
community where I go to worship God and learn more about Bible stories.
On Friday, at school, we all took part in our Harvest Festival celebration. Our school community
has donated plenty of non-perishable food and drink for The Porch, Cowley. As global citizens we
should support those around us. Our donations will make a big
difference to those people who need it most. We have a duty to
try to help everyone and make sure everyone is happy; to make
our world a fair and safe place for all.
Being a part of a global community is important because when we
work together, we achieve amazing things like surviving a
pandemic and coming up with vaccines that save lives.
Community is important. We all need to take care of it, share and celebrate our similarities and
differences, learn from each other and adapt.
Delilah, Amelie, Joshua, Winston, Adam and Matilde.
— Elm Class Journalists (Year 5)
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Hawthorn Class
What a fantastic start to the new school year it has been for Hawthorn class!
Coming up from Saplings to Year 1 can seem a bit scary at first, but Hawthorn
class have taken it all in their stride. Many smiles can be seen as they reunite
with the friends that they have missed over the
summer. As well as this, lots of new friendships are
blossoming all around as they get to know their new
class.
For our topic this term, we are Safari Rangers! We
have been delving into all things animal, even having
a look at some animal poo (playdough) to find out
what diet they have. We discovered that giraffes are
herbivores as they only eat plants, Lions are carnivores because they eat meat and that we are
omnivores as we can eat both.
During our English learning, we have been exploring the book ‘The Bog Baby’ by Jeanne Willis and
Gwen Millward. We started by wondering what a Bog Baby actually was! We had lots of creative
ideas, but it turned out to be round and blue, the size of a frog and as soft as jelly. We decided that
it would be best to make a safe place for the Bog Baby to hide so on our weekly trip up to the
woods we got very imaginative as you can see from the pictures. We created lots of fun and
homely places for the Bog Baby to live, if he ever came to Kennington!

As you can see, we have been very busy indeed!
— Miss Partridge and Hawthorn Class (Year 1)
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Kennington Community Partnership
St Swithun’s School Fair – Handwriting Competition

We were delighted to welcome you to our photo exhibition at the FOSS School Fair in late
September as well as your purchase of A Walk in Time - the History of St Swithun's School from
1890 to 2020. This is the book published to celebrate 130 years of the school. The book includes
many photographs (and names!) of pupils, staff and events over the last 130 years which we hope
will be of interest and joy to read. The book is current with chapters covering events of each
decade through to 2020. The book is available for sale at £10 a copy with all proceeds benefiting
St Swithun’s School and Kennington Playgroup – every copy purchased represents £10 of
proceeds. We were fortunate enough to be able to cover publication costs via grants,
sponsorships and donations. Copies can now be purchased via Kennington Library and/or
contacting us per details below.
During the School Fair we were happy to host the Oxford Calligrapher and a Handwriting
Competition. We were thrilled to receive over 80 entries, with nearly 60 from adults.
The Judging Panel have met and it was incredibly hard to distinguish a winner due to uniformly
neat work. Our Head Judge, Jane, The Oxford Calligrapher, had the casting vote and here are the
winners:
Category
WINNER
Runner Up - Joint
Special Mention
Adult
Esther Rogobete
Katherine Bevan
Jasmine Vincent
Child
Natalia
Samia
Arnie – age 5 for excellent
formation of letters
So, it is congratulations to Esther. Jane will be in touch with details of the Modern Calligraphy
Course that you have won. For Natalia, there is a Child’s Modern Calligraphy Kit on the way and
for all the runner ups a certificate will be sent.
A big thank you to everyone who took part and made the competition such a success.
The Judging Panel have also reviewed the entries for the Celebration of 130 Years – Handwriting
Competition held within the School. More details of the Prize giving ceremony at St Swithun’s to
follow in next month’s Kennington Chronicle.
In the meantime, you may contact us through our Facebook page, email us at stsw130@gmail.com
or telephone Carole on 01865 326691.

Visit us on Facebook – Kennington Community Partnership.
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Awareness, A Powerful First Step
As we face another Winter of collective unknowns, with more potential Covid, Brexit, Supply Chain
problems and so on, the main consistency, the main reliable friend, the main supportive crutch we
can call on, as we did during the lockdowns, is nature - in all its forms, in all its locations, in all its
glory.
It is sometimes hard to have our consciousness opened to it; it is even harder to keep our
awareness open to it. It is just so easy to go back to the comfort of old habits, old mindsets, old
ways.
Awareness of all that though, is a fantastic initial step. If you have a garden, keep making that
effort to be aware that nature is active out there, even in the depths of the coming Winter. If you
don’t have your own garden, or access to a garden, utilize your local green-space, and observe the
natural local soap opera that plays out there.
I am writing this in a café near Reading railway station, looking out of the window and watching
the wildflowers growing out of the cracks in the pavement, bobbing about in the wind.
Remember, us, we, you, are part of nature, not remote from it. So, get out there, and take an
active role in the ecosystem you’re a part of. If you can’t get out in it, just being aware it is there
and it’s your ecosystem is very powerful, believe me.
Our pets, our cattle, our animal companions, are all part of that ecosystem too, so we need to
think about how and when we introduce them, or even, if we should? It is easy to forget we have
a micro ecosystem of animal companions around us, let alone that micro system forms part of the
giant ecosystem out there. It all mainly starts with awareness though. Start by considering how we
are impacted, and how we impact on the ecosystem out there in our gardens, our local shared
green-space, and our communities.
We all face the same uncomfortable truths in these unknown times. Rest assured though, nature is
there consistently, reliably and supportively. We’re all part of that too, so let’s support it and
ourselves; it’s a mere cycle.
Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist

Kennington Horticultural Society
Annual General Meeting
Due to the rearranged programme and the restrictions of COVID, is not practical to hold the AGM
in November. Instead, the AGM will be held with the Social Evening in January. The date will be
confirmed in December’s Chronicle.
— Brian Peedell
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Sollar Music Christmas Concert!
Following the success of last year’s Christmas concert we are delighted to do it again this year. We
are planning fizzing, magical and heart-warming music for all ages. Please join the occasion! Here
are the details:
Saturday 11th December
St Swithun’s Church
At 4 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Tickets: £12 / £5
The concert will be about 1 hour, with drinks and mince pies available afterwards.
Seats will be distanced, and face coverings are encouraged for those who can - perhaps festive if
you are inclined!
More information and tickets from www.sollarmusic.org or call me on 07941 631809
— Vanessa Allen

From the Editor
November is the month of Remembrance, and we
shall have a welcome return to our own parade and
service at the village Memorial this year. Last year,
the pandemic was raging at this time of year and
Remembrance events around the country were
cancelled or held on a very small scale. Thankfully,
the successful vaccination programme and the
lifting of restrictions allow us to meet again. We
must still be mindful though, that the pandemic is
not over.
We shall remember those men and women who
gave their lives in service for this country, but it will
be an opportune time to remember also, those
whose lives have been lost in the last twenty
months due to Covid-19, as well as other loved
ones in our lives who we have lost this year.
In this month’s Chronicle, the article from the Oxford Preservation Trust has reminded us of the
interesting history of the memorial field at the south end of the village. The cows have now left
us, but the recent sunny days have allowed us to continue to enjoy the fields. We are very
fortunate to have the playing fields at Forest Side and Playfield Road as well as Bagley Wood and
the Kennington Meadows, all so closeby to walk, run and stroll. Keep a look out for the wood
mouse described in the Wildlife of Kennington Parish article!
The days are certainly shorter now, but the autumn colours are beautiful. It is hard to believe that
our next Chronicle will be ringing in the bells of Christmas!
— Amena Sutton
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising
£12
£70
⅛ page 100×70 mm
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End)
01865 326519 distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653
angiegardiner43@sky.com
Leslie Ponting (South End) 07305 547653 distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Village Diary
As a result of the easing of Covid restrictions during the summer , many more events are now taking
place across the village. From the January edition we intend to resume publication of a Village Diary
to inform residents about what is going on and to help event organisers avoid unnecessary clashes.
Please send details of any event you are organising to producer@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk as soon
as they are confirmed.

Copyright Ⓒ Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submitters

52

