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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.rskbenefice.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214
Rev Peter Stanway 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.stswithunskennington.org) for up to date information

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999

POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101

NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111

County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209

Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353

Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060

Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911

Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com

OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422

OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111

OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802

Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126

St Swithun’s CE Primary school...........office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk..........01865 415105

Village Centre Bookings.......................hallmanagerkvh@gmail.com........................07843 743718

Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422

What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.rskbenefice.org

And so, we come to the end of yet another year – they go past faster
and faster I feel.  We will soon be coming to the end of the short days
though; soon the evenings will become lighter and the days longer.   Can’t guarantee the weather
though – my mother-in-law used to quote ‘as  the days  lengthen the cold  strengthens’.   Very
cheerful.   But light is what we crave – plants grow towards it; we feel better for it.  In Genesis we
hear that the first thing God created was light.     Jesus called himself the Light of the World.  In
John 8 we read:

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

To Jesus, walking in darkness meant walking in sin, giving in to our baser nature, rather than being
the people God created us to be.    To deny God,  was what  he meant.   Walking in the light,
believing in God and following in his ways, is a surer, safer way and leads to eternal life.  We live in
darkness when we follow the desires of our hearts; when we shut ourselves off from the cries of
the refugees and the poor, when we act cruelly to another person, when we don’t stand up for
what we know is right and fair.   Such a large number of people in the UK are living in dire poverty.
How can this happen when some people have such great amounts of stuff surrounding them.   We
will always have the poor with us, but we don’t have to devise new ways of keeping them poor,
surely.

This month we look forward to Christmas, to the bringing of the light into the world.  For some this
will be a hard time – poverty, illness, worry about family and friends, perhaps being separated
from family yet again this year.   We pray that the light of Jesus Christ will touch them and fill their
hearts, not just at Christmas but always.    God sent his Son to be with the broken hearted, the
down-trodden, the sick and the worried.    Jesus’ first visitors as a baby were a group of poor
shepherds.  The kings didn’t arrive for some time after his birth.   

Let us bear in mind this Christmas, all the places where darkness abides and let us pray that the
Light of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, will shine in each and every dark corner, bringing
warmth and love.  

Each of our churches in the Benefice has a box to collect food for the Food Banks in
our area – it would be lovely if this year we could all donate an extra box or tin of
food to ensure that some others will also have a better Christmas than they might
otherwise have had.   

With thought about our actions and our words, about the way we live our lives for others and not
just ourselves, we can help to show the light of Jesus to others.

Let us shine our little bit of light into the darkness of the world and let us welcome the never-
ending light, Jesus Christ, as we celebrate and give thanks for the great news of his birth so many
years ago.   

Christmas Services

All three of our churches (St James’, Radley; St Leonard’s, Sunningwell; St Swithun’s, Kennington)
will be holding an array of Christmas Services this year.  All the information will be advertised on
our website and on the church noticeboards.

— With Christmas blessings to each and everyone, Revd Glynis Beckett
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Services in December
5th December 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

12th December 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

19th December 9:30  a.m.
9:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Messy Church
Morning Prayer
Carols by Candlelight

24th December 4:00 p.m.
11:30 p.m.

Nativity
Midnight Communion

25th December 9:30 a.m. Christmas Day Family Communion

There will be no service on Sunday 26th December.

Children’s Church

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall.  All are welcome. It runs alongside our 
Sunday morning services except when there is Messy Church.

Little Lambs is a group for pre-school children and their carers runs on a Wednesday morning.

The Community Larder runs on a Wednesday afternoon from 3-5 p.m.

Foodbank Collection     Contributions for the Foodbank can be left in the box at the back of church
or in the vicarage porch before 10 a.m. on the 1st of the month.

Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
Rev. Peter Powers
Superintendent Minister and Minister at Wesley Memorial Church Oxford-based
Oxford Methodist Circuit
Tel. 07941 328155

Methodist Church Services – December (All services at 10:30 a.m. unless stated)

Sunday 5th - Alistair Jackson

Sunday 12th - Reverend Peter Powers (Communion)

Sunday 19th – Anna Herriman

Christmas Day Saturday 25th – 9:30 a.m. Service
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Memorial Concert for Trevor Cowlett

On  Sunday  17th October,  a  memorable
afternoon  of  music  provided  a  fitting
tribute to Trevor Cowlett by the members
of the choir he founded and directed from
1973 until his death in April  of this year.
The concert was held at the beautiful  St
Mary Magdalen Church in central Oxford
and was attended by well over 100 people
who came to pay their respects to Trevor
– a great teacher,  mentor and musician.
Trevor’s two sons and his two granddaughters were also present in the audience.  Remarkably,
over £1500 was collected for The Stroke Association.  

Members of the choir, past and present, came together in September under the directorship of
long-time soloist, Stephen Barratt, to rehearse an abridged version of Handel’s Messiah preceded
by some of  Trevor’s  favourite  Gilbert  & Sullivan songs.   Stephen began the afternoon with a
moving  tribute,  highlighting Trevor’s  love  of  people  and  music.   Stephen  said,  “This  is  about
honouring the memory of Trevor and the wonderful work he did in conducting this choir for so
many years, by performing some his favourite pieces.  Trevor brought so much pleasure and joy to
both the choir to whom he was totally dedicated and audiences.  His energy and enthusiasm, his
love of music and for this wonderful group of people who were there with him on the journey and
his drive to help others made Trevor a remarkable man.”

The concert featured soloists who had worked with
Trevor  and  sung  with  the  choir  for  many  years,
notably Claire, Stephen and Ian Barratt, Claire Sutton-
Williams,  Sarah  Leatherbarrow,  Lesley  Donovan,
Andrew Moore, Alex Marshall, Andrew Walter, Robin
Wilson  and  Philip  Stopford.  Former  student  of
Trevor’s,  Jamal  Sutton,  accompanied  the choir  with
great  skill  for  the full  two hours  of  music.  Trevor’s
son, Peter, played a lovely piece of jazz on the piano
as  a  tribute to his  father and to the delight  of  the

audience.  

We all felt that Trevor would have been very pleased with the singing, and he would have been
delighted with the money raised.  Thank you to everyone who attended the concert and gave so
generously.  The good news is that the Choir will continue next year under the directorship of
Claire  Sutton-Williams.  Rehearsals  begin in  the Kennington Methodist  Church on Friday 21st

January 2022 at 7:30 p.m.  Do come and join us to sing Vivaldi’s  Gloria and Pergolesi’s  Stabat
Mater on Sunday 3rd April.    All details from me on 01865 739936.

— Amena Sutton
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News from Botley Medical Centre
01865 730911 — www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk

A short guide to getting assistance through Botley Medical Centre

The Patients Participation Group has been working with the Botley Medical Centre as it seeks to
improve its service. Here is a short guide to help patients during this time:  

Use a Livi appointment if you can. These are being under used currently so please do download
the app onto your smart phone or your computer and give it a go if you think it might work for
you. https://www.livi.co.uk/download/

You can have a Livi appointment at the weekend or in the evening as well as during normal surgery
times, and you can forward book them too.

Livi GPs are trained in our local healthcare system. They can do anything your usual GP could do
virtually,  including  making referrals,  issuing prescriptions  to  a  chemist  near  you,  issuing  fit
(formerly sick) notes and organizing blood or urine tests if you need one.

Please do ensure we have the correct contact details for you if you are using these appointments
so  we  can  get  in  touch  with  you  if  a  follow  up  is  needed.  You  can  update  them  yourself
here  https://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/secure/cod.aspx?p=K84025

Also, please note that you will not be contacted about test results if they are normal, only if you
need to have a follow up discussion. If you install the NHS app then you can also check your results
yourself.

 Book appointments with Clinicians rather than the GPs if you can as there are other clinicians at
the practice who can help in many instances, as described in the October update. Please do accept
an appointment with a clinician other than a GP if the receptionist suggests it. It is better to call in
the afternoon if you know you need to book an appointment with someone other than a GP.

Order your repeat prescription through your pharmacy or at the surgery in plenty of time , but
no more than a week in advance for safety reasons. Please be aware that GPs are not able to issue
certain medications more than 48 hours in advance.

Book Covid-19 jabs through the NHS website

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-
vaccination/

You can choose where to receive it (could be the Kassam Stadium, a pharmacy or somewhere else
in Oxfordshire.) Appointments come up at different times so it is worth checking again if you have
not been able to find one suitable the first time you look. The PPG may be able to help with lifts
after you have secured an appointment. You can also ‘walk-in’ to Kassam at the moment, provided
it is 6 months and a day since your second vaccination, and between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Our next PPG meeting (by Zoom) is Tuesday 14th December at 6 p.m. on 'What your pharmacy has
to offer'.  Please contact me if you would like to join in.

— Chris Sugden csugden@ocrpl.org

7

mailto:csugden@ocrpl.org
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.livi.co.uk/download/
http://www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk/


8



Christmas Garden Display

Hello Kennington!

Everyone is welcome to our fabulous Christmas garden display. We are
raising funds for the NHS at 130 Poplar Grove Kennington OX1 5QP. Feel free
to pop along.  

We have free gifts for the children.  

The display starts at 4.30 p.m. every evening and it is not to be missed. The
times and dates for Santa's arrival are advertised on the board in the garden
display.

Kennington Village Diary

Now  that  more  events  are  happening  regularly  in  the  village  due  to  the  easing  of  Covid
restrictions, we intend to begin publishing the Village Diary again, starting with the January 2022
edition of the Chronicle. The purpose of the diary is to provide a clear summary of forthcoming
events for all residents and to help event organisers avoid clashes. 

The written diary in the Post Office will no longer be used after 15  th   December     2021  

The diary will be maintained as a Google Calendar, available to all to view online at any time. Each
month, we will print the events for that month in the Chronicle for those residents who are unable
to access online resources. However, the online Diary will be updated whenever there are new or
amended entries, so it will always be the most up-to-date version.

Submitting Diary Entries

Event organisers, please submit details of any event you would like to appear in the Village Diary
to  producer@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk as soon as they are available. Entries should be  brief
including only:

 Event name (10 words maximum, preferably less!)
 Venue

 Date
 Start Time

 Estimated duration
 Cost, if any

 Contact email address or telephone number

The Diary is not intended to advertise your event. Please do this elsewhere.

Thank you

— The Chronicle Team
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Sollar Music Christmas Concert

I am really looking forward to bringing seasonal, heart-warming, and
celebratory music to Kennington again this Christmas season. All are
welcome: young, old, music fanatics or 1st-time concert-goers. 

We are welcoming opportunities to get together with others in the community again, and I hope
that this will be a happy addition to the Kennington community calendar. To ensure everyone feels
comfortable  to  attend,  we  will  be  arranging  luxuriously  spaced  (i.e.  distanced)  seating,  and
requesting that those who are able, wear a face covering – perhaps in a festive theme! 

Last year’s programme was based on music we were missing through the Covid restrictions and
lockdowns.   We can’t resist including some of these favourites again, along with some extras.
Think a night at the ballet with The Nutcracker, some well-known tunes of Christmas carols, more
modern Christmas classics, and celebrating the season with Winter from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons.

St Swithun’s Church

4 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.

£12 / £5

The concert will be about 1 hour, with drinks and mince pies available afterwards.

Music touches our lives whether we invite it or not:
a busker on the road, background music in a café or
pub, the soundtrack to films and TV programmes.
They all  make a difference to how we feel  at  the
time.   Inviting music  into  your  life  at  a  time and
place  of  your  choosing  can  be  even  more
rewarding,  and we hope this  concert  will  be  just
that!  

Sollar  Music  has  a  “Buy  one,  Give  one”  scheme
where anyone who would like to buy a ticket  for
someone else as well as themselves can donate to
the scheme at the time of booking. Thank you to
everyone who has chosen to do this.

On the other side of the coin, if you know someone
who might enjoy coming to the concert but might
have obstacles in the way, e.g. needing a carer to
come  with  them,  worrying  about  paying,  or
anything  else,  please  come  to  me  in  complete
confidence  and  they  could  be  a  recipient  of  this
scheme. 

I look forward to celebrating the Christmas season through music with you!

— Vanessa Allen (McNaught)  www.sollarmusic.org / Tel 07941 631809
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

November Fund Raising Events

Thanks to all who supported the FOKL fund raising events in November. Our thanks go to all who
provided food and helped with logistics both before the event and on the day. All contributions are
gratefully received. Lovely food, entertainment and great company whilst raising funds to support

the library!

Children’s Events
Monday 13th December, 2:45- 3:15 p.m.: Christmas Rhymetime

Wednesday 15th December, 11 – 11:30 a.m.: Christmas Storytime

For preschool children and their guardians. Booking appreciated to manage numbers.

COFFEE TALKS

Wednesday 1st December
All are welcome to the Annual Book Review

From 11:45am in main hall, Kennington 
Village centre

Come along and share your favourite reads of 2021 
It would be great if your favourite books were borrowed from
Oxfordshire libraries, but all contributions are very welcome

and will be compiled into a recommended reads list.
Mulled wine and soft drinks will be provided by The Friends.

Please bring a plate of finger food to share.  

Wednesday 5th January 10:30 for 11am
Julie Anderson

Oracle is the second novel in Julie’s thriller series. 
She will introduce you to both novels. Julie was a Senior Civil
Servant. She was at the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister,
the Inland Revenue, Treasury Solicitors and the Commission
for Equality and Human Rights. Plague not only explores the
murky underworld of the Westminster bubble but also the
world beneath your feet in London. 

Library Opening Times
Look out for the new opening times coming in the New Year and see the OCC web site for

Christmas Opening Times.

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!
FOKL Membership

FOKL provides  volunteers  and  funds  all  the  children’s  events  at  the  library.  Please  consider
becoming a member of FOKL. Pick up a programme and membership form or visit our website:

www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
Look out for updates: https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 
FOKL Chair: John Argyle:  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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The Nasio Trust Library Project update

We are close to £3000 already!  Thank you to those of you who have given to this worthy cause.
Our target is £10,000 so if you haven’t already, please use our Just giving page or donate directly

to The Nasio Trust Library Project.  Details below:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nasiotrustlovereading

A/C The Nasio Trust (ref Library), Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30-10-04 A/C No. 01074758

Thank you!

3rd Kennington Brownies

North, South, East or West – do you know where you live?  As part of their
Explorer badge, the Brownies whipped out their compasses and marked out on
the  floor  paper  points  of  the  compass  to  familiarise  themselves  with  how they  work.   Then
spreading maps out on the floor, they had to find out where they lived according to the compass
and use their skills as map readers.  Safe to say, all the Brownies would be able to find their way
home!

At another meeting, we transported ourselves to a Brownie campfire.  Brown Owl
had made a very realistic artificial campfire and we all crowded around it.  The
girls talked about what it means to sit around the campfire with such thoughts as:
it keeps us warm, we can cook/toast marshmallows over it, sing songs, tell stories
and that it is able to bring people together cosily and sometimes, best friends are

made from around the campfire.  Safety is a big issue.  We all came up with suggestions on where
the safest place was to build our fire, how to make the fire area safe, safe actions around the fire,
what to do in case of a burn and how to put a fire out.  The best part was that we were able to sing
some rousing campfire songs!  All the old favourites with actions as well.  I think that the Brownies
will be more than ready to go to Brownie Camp someday when covid restrictions permit.  In fact, it
is the very best part of the Camp weekend!

We  rounded  off  the  month  with  preparing  the  new  girls  for  their  enrolment  at  the  end  of
November. They filled the questions in their booklet about when Brownies first began, what it
means to be a Brownie and the Brownie Promise and Law.  Also they had to come up with 5
actions of ‘lending a hand’ at home or at school or helping grandparents, and so on.   

So it’s all about having fun, keeping cosy in the cold days ahead and looking forward to the all-time
favourite of making Christmas crafts in December!!

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can join at any time of the year. 

Please contact Susan on: 01235 520074 or 3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com. 

More information on Girlguiding and Brownies can be found at www.girlguiding.org.uk
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

St Swithun’s School has a new Headteacher…

By  way  of  introduction,  my  name  is  Caroline
Knighton  and  I  started  as  the  Headteacher  of  St
Swithun’s Primary School in September of this year.

I  started my working life as a lawyer in the City of London before
working in the voluntary sector for ten years. I then went back to the
City  to manage the charitable  work  of  one of  the City  law firms.
During  this  time,  I  set  up  a  partnership  with  one  of  the  primary
schools in Hackney which is when I realised that, if I really wanted to
make a difference in life, I needed to teach!  I therefore re-trained
and  have  worked in  three  other  primary  schools  in  Swindon and
Wiltshire finishing as Head of a wonderful school where I worked for
five years before taking up this post.

As I have written on the St Swithun’s website, it is a privilege to be the Head of such a warm,
welcoming and ‘family’ school at the heart of the community of Kennington and I thank everyone
for making me feel so welcome.

The past term has been both exciting and busy getting to know everyone and to build on the work
of  my  predecessor.   We  have  been  focusing  on  our  curriculum,  ensuring  that  the  skills  and
knowledge which the children are taught are built upon year on year and that we have sufficient
breadth of topics to instill in the children a continued love of learning.  

As well as welcoming our new children to school, we also welcomed a number of new staff and we
hope that they will be happy in their role.

It has been wonderful to be able to bring the school back together after 18 months of bubbles and
children not being able to enjoy the full experience which our primary school has to offer. It has
been a real pleasure listening to the children sing as a whole school as well as visiting our year 6s
on their residential to Woodlands in Wales.  My congratulations to our House Captains, School
Councillors, Worship Leaders and Play Leaders all of whom take on important leadership roles in
our school community.

My  thanks  to  FOSS  (Friends  of  St  Swithun’s)  for  the  wonderful  Fayre  which  they  put  on  in
September. What a joy it was to see everyone together enjoying our special grounds and raising
money for school!  My thanks also to Kennington Community Partnership for their contribution to
school  – we had great  fun buying a time capsule and undertaking a handwriting competition
across the school.

Our contribution from Larch Class this month will give you some detail of their residential week in
Wales. Enjoy!

— Caroline Knighton

16

http://www.stswithunsschool.co.uk/


Woodlands Week, 18th – 22nd October 2021

As the sun rose on Monday 18th October, very excited St. Swithun’s Year 6 got to school super early
for it was not an ordinary day.  They were off to Glasbury in Wales for a spectacular week at the
Woodlands Outdoor Adventure Centre.  

As the VIP coach (a super way to travel) finally pulled into
the Centre after a long journey, we were all amazed by the
beautiful, lush vegetation; vast fields stretched as far as the
eye could see, swaying trees lined the pathways, and huge
hills and mountains towered up in the background.  The
house  was  also  simply  amazing  (it  was  like  arriving  at
Hogwarts) and was a comfortable home for the week.  Our
dorms were all  named after rivers and mountains in the
local area.  

We were all really challenged by the different activities we
experienced  throughout  our  time.   The  high  ropes  and
climbing wall were a real opportunity for us to develop our
team  working  skills.   We supported  our  friends  in  their
climbing skills by holding the ropes and belaying as their
ascended the huge wall, and we also guided them across
the different challenges in the treetops.  We all  absolutely loved our time canoeing down the
Brecon and Monmouthshire canal.  We learned lots of skills such as turning, travelling backwards
and moving the canoe sideways.  We also got to slide down the canoe headfirst into the water like
Superman!  Caving was a real hit, and everyone over came any fears of going underground.  

Our staff for the week (both Woodlands and School) were simply awesome.  They all supported,
guided and encouraged us in the different activities and in becoming more independent.  It was
such an exciting and adventurous week, and one we will never forget.

— By Larch Class and Miss Maskell

Kennington Festival Group

Following our lunch meeting at the Tandem we had two visitors to our last meeting who enjoyed
the afternoon so much they have become members.  We would be delighted to welcome you to
our group, which is for the over 60s.

We meet fortnightly on a Monday afternoon 2-4 p.m. to enjoy a social get together - somewhere
to meet others to have a chat and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We play a short game of Bingo,
which keeps our brains ticking over, and have a small raffle.

All are welcome so do pop in to see us. Our next meetings are on December 6 th and December
20th, which is our Christmas Tea afternoon from 2 – 4:30 p.m.  We have one or two voluntary
drivers who would transport you if you have mobility problems.

If  you  would  like  more  information  please  contact  me  on  07540755711  or  email
dottiedora@gmail.com.

— Margaret Biggs
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1st Kennington Guides

We have been making the most of the dark evenings. We carved peppers for
Halloween and played games in the dark with glowsticks and glow in the dark
balloons. We were delighted to have our first proper campfire since resuming meeting face-to-
face, including s’mores (toasted marshmallows sandwiched between chocolate biscuits).

We made poppy pinwheels for Remembrance and were glad that we were able to join the village
Remembrance Parade this year.

Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or 1stkenningtonguides@gmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader 
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40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea Scout Beaver Colony

Beavers are back!

The 40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea Scout Beaver Colony has enjoyed a superb start to the term
with 12 new Beavers moving through introduction, investiture and their first few badges. This has
been ably supported by a team of Colony assistants (Alpaca, Butterfly, Peacock and Crocodile) who
are all also new to the Scout Association (see photo), watched over by the experienced eyes of
Spider and Bagheera. 

It has been really nice to watch the group of young children embrace the activities each Tuesday
evening and enthusiastically engage as we have learnt about designing, making and assessing our
built models (Builder’s badge).  We also heard from a member of the community - ‘Dr Ruth’ - as
she described her role at the hospital and then we learnt about healthy eating and exercise as part
of the Health and Fitness badge. We’ve even had the chance to fire rockets across the Scout hall,
just managing to avoid blowing the doors off!

There is a lovely mix of more experienced Beavers, helping newer members of the Colony learn
about the Scout Movement through to brand new entrants who have engaged and thrived. It has
been a  pleasure  for  us  to  watch  and  be  part  of  this,  while  of  course  adhering  to  the  Scout
Association Covid guidelines. 

Recently we made a trip to Kennington's  war memorial  to learn about the significance of the
Remembrance Sunday parade and the 18 bollards and how they represent members of the village
who gave their lives in two World Wars. 

As the nights draw in, we will be exploring ‘space’ for the next activity badge before holding our
first ‘log chew’ where the Beavers discuss what Challenge Badge to aim towards next term.

We look forward to participating in village life more as a Colony and hope many more children and
adults will join to experience and support this fantastic movement. 

Lastly, we would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas / Winter Holiday time.

— Niall (Crocodile), Colony Assistant, Beaver Colony
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We now have young people on the waiting list for every section.  Please get in touch to offer some
time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.
Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

Beaver Scout Leader Needed - No Previous Experience Required!

We challenge you to be amazed and find out more about the difference you could make to your
local Community and Scout Group.

Would you like the chance to go camping, climbing, kayaking, and many more exciting activities
while helping the young people gain skills for life. 

There is a huge and growing demand for scouting in Kennington and we are looking for someone
(or several someones) to take on a Leadership role in Beavers.  Taking on a Leadership role may
sound daunting, but you would be given training and support from not only the other adults in the
Beaver  section,  but  the Group Scout  Leader,  the Leaders  in  the other  sections,  the Executive
Committee, the District team, and the County team; you won’t be on your own!

The Scout Association describes the role of a Section Leader or Assistant Section Leader as support
for the “operation of the Section”.  In practice this basically means working with the other adults in
the section to plan and deliver a fun and balanced programme.

We appreciate volunteers have varying time commitments and can bring an assortment of skills
and knowledge which are not necessarily the traditional ones that spring to mind when someone
says “scouting”.  It is the mix within the leadership teams that enable a varied, challenging and
exciting programme to evolve.  In return you will have fun, try things you wouldn’t have imagined,
and feel a great sense of satisfaction and pride as the young people progress.

Please think about whether you could support the Group by volunteering and if you would like to
know more contact kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.

It is your enthusiasm and sense of fun and adventure that will inspire the future scouts.

No Miles Nursery at 140 Poplar Grove

Fundraising for Viva.org

Amazingly, together, we have raised £1,806.49 this year for Viva.org supporting
vulnerable children overseas and in the UK!   I have been selling plants from my
front patio,  which I  have grown from my own garden and plants donated by
friends and neighbours.

The Nursery is taking a rest over the Winter, but I hope to do this again from next Spring.

THANK YOU so much for supporting my efforts.  The charity is extremely grateful that we have
been able to support them like this.

— Rosey Hollinrake
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KITCHEN KORNER!

The Kennington Chronicle is featuring a new item for the community!  Here, at Kitchen Korner, we
would like to see your recipes appear as we are certain that there are a many great cooks out
there!

Please  send  in  your  favourite  recipe  plus  a  photo,  if  possible,  to  the  editor  at
editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk, and she will decide which recipe is included in the Chronicle
each month.

We are looking forward to tasty, scrumptious recipes! Help us to make this venture a success!

FESTIVE CHESTNUT AND PARSNIP CROQUETTES FOR
CHRISTMAS DINNER

You will need:

450g/1 lb parsnips – cut into small pieces
115g/4 oz frozen chestnuts or peeled chestnuts in the can
40-50g/1.5-2.5 oz white breadcrumbs
2 tbsp butter
1 egg beaten
1 garlic clove crushed
1 tbsp chopped fresh coriander
Vegetable oil for frying
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Method:

1. Bring parsnips in the pan to a boil and simmer for 15-20 mins. Drain. Mash.

2. Place chestnuts in a pan, boil, simmer for 8-10 mins. Drain. Roughly mash.

3. Melt butter and cook the garlic. Add parsnips and mash. Mix together, add coriander and
season with salt and pepper.

4. Form the croquettes. Take 1 tbsp mixture at a time, mould croquettes about 3 inches or 7.5
cm long.  Dip into beaten egg and roll in breadcrumbs.

5. Heat the oil in a fry pan.  Fry the croquettes 3-4 mins until golden brown.

6. Drain on paper towel and serve hot.  Garnish with coriander.

7. Makes 10-12.

BOXING DAY CHICKEN/TURKEY & MUSHROOM POT PIES

Your ingredients (Serves 4)

1 tbsp sunflower oil
1 leek, slice thinly
½ tsp dried tarragon
100 ml white wine
410g can condensed mushroom soup
250g cooked chicken/turkey, shredded
125g petit pois, defrosted if frozen
1 tbsp wholegrain mustard
250g puff pastry
1 egg, beaten

Method:

1. Oven on at 200 oC or Gas 6.

2. Heat oil.  Fry leeks until soft – 5 mins.

3. Add tarragon and wine.  Bring to boil and reduce to half.

4. Add soup, shredded chicken/turkey, peas and mustard.

5. Heat to a gentle simmer.

6. Divide filling into little ovenproof pots. 4 x 300 ml pots.
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7. Roll out pastry on floured surface. Cut out 4 lids 3 cm larger than the pots.

8. Brush rim of each pot with egg, top with pastry.  Cut an air vent in pastry. Brush again with
egg.

9. Put on a baking tray.  Cook for 15-20 mins until golden brown.  Yummy!

Kennington Amateur Dramatics Society (KADS)

With Christmas on its way, have you got your tickets for Rapunzel yet?  We already have limited
availability for the matinee performances, so don't leave it to chance - book now! Panto tickets
make an excellent present.

This may be the first time we've had siblings playing the lead roles - Charlotte (Rapunzel) and
Hannah (Flynn) have already been in a lot of productions, but this is a new experience! They are
joined onstage by friends and neighbours not only from Kennington, but across Oxfordshire, and
everyone involved is working hard to bring you a wonderful KADS panto experience. 

Tickets are just £10 for the first performance, then £12 adults, £10 concessions, and £35 for a
family  of  four  (under  5s  go  free  on  laps).  Call  the  Box  Office  on 01865  739025 or
email boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk. We accept payment in cash, by cheque, BACS, and now by
card (booking charge applies). 

Show dates at Kennington Village Centre:

Friday 28th January 7:30 p.m. All tickets £10

Saturday 29th 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Sunday 30th 12 noon and 5:30 p.m.
Thursday 3rd February 7:30 p.m.
Friday 4th 7:30 p.m.

Saturday 5th 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

— Sarah Ellner
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Kennington Women’s Institute

We were very pleased to welcome three visitors to our October meeting who are considering
joining our group.  This would be a very positive outcome for our Institute.

Unfortunately,  our scheduled speaker was unable to attend our meeting due to being unwell.
However, the daughter of one of our members was able to step in and perform a Joyce Grenfell
reading about the rehearsal of a children’s Nativity play, which everyone enjoyed.  We also had a
quiz which required our members to work in groups of four to find the answers.  The winners
received a small  prize each which was met with some amusement.  Tea, biscuits and a happy
natter rounded off our meeting.

— Jean Holt

Kennington Youth Club

Our sessions are getting busier with more and more young people joining. We still
have spaces in the Seniors on Wednesday from 7:45-8:45 p.m., but the Juniors is now pretty full.
We have continued to get the musical instruments out, and the drum kit in its new home means
that it can be played, and people can still talk without having to shout.

The Seniors decided to run a Halloween party for the Juniors which went quite well although their
evaluation afterwards proved that leading is not as easy as it seems.  This was the first event they
have  run,  and they  did  everything  from planning  to  running  it  to  feedback.   We were  really
impressed.

Into November and our entire Junior section filled the Laser Kombat arena at the Kassam Stadium.
No pictures yet as it is happening the week I am typing this, but it is great to not only be able to
run trips again, but have a full turnout.

On the same week as the Junior trip, the Seniors went on a weekend away with some amazing
activities (sledging, climbing, escape room, and car driving – all things they’ve been asking for),
and we were living it up by staying in a hotel. I think they’re more excited by the idea of the all-
you-can-eat-breakfast if I’m honest.  Again, as it’s happening the same week as I write this, we’ll fill
you in on how it went in the next edition.

More and more parents have signed up to help this term and that eases the pressure. Everyone
has something to bring to the group and we’re so grateful for their support. We’re always looking
for adults  to help (I  mean,  who isn’t?)  so if  you fancy supporting your local  youth club of  an
evening, please do let us know.

50:50 Draw Winners for November are below

Previous draw winners are announced online at  www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We’ve raised more than £2050 through the draw and the same has been given away
in  prizes.  If  you  are  interested  in  supporting  us  in  this  way,  it  makes  a  big  difference.  More
information can be found online. The more players, the greater the prize. You can also shop with
us and raise funds for the club without it costing you anymore.

1st Ball - 50 (£38.50) 2nd Ball - 10 (£11.00) 3rd Ball - 57 (£5.50)
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Apple Café

Apple Café has been very popular over the last few weeks.  In particular the pumpkin carving was
very well attended, and we recorded our busiest ever session.  Thanks go to Millets farm and the
Co-op for their donations of pumpkins, as well as to our hard working volunteers.

There are going to be some fun activities in preparation for Christmas, with wreath making and
kiddie crafts on 2nd, 4th, 9th & 11th December.  Do come along to make your own wreath or get
your little ones to be creative.  Extra greenery and decorations for the wreaths would be most
welcome.  As ever the activities are free, with donations to cover costs very welcome.  

Father Christmas will be joining us at Apple Café on 16th & 18th December, and his sack will have
treats for children 5 and under.  

Our last session before Christmas will be 18th December.

Contact applecafekennington@gmail.com or call in and see us.

— Emily Gooding

Citizens Advice Bureau
A semi-regular article from the Abingdon Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Citizens Advice information on vanishing energy suppliers  

Many people have recently had the disconcerting experience of seeing their energy supplier break
up and go out of business during the recent energy price fluctuations. It sounds pretty drastic, but
the situation isn’t as bad as it seems. 

If you are one of those affected, remember these key facts: first of all, the gas or electricity supply
itself won’t be interrupted, so don’t be concerned about that. Next, you should know that Ofgem,
the industry regulator,  will  automatically move you to a new supplier. This usually takes a few
weeks. 

Wait  for your new supplier to contact you. They will  explain what will  happen with your new
account. But contact the new supplier yourself if you haven’t heard from them within two weeks.
You can  check  on www.citizensadvice.org.uk (“check  who’s  taken over  your  energy  supply”)  if
you’re not sure who your new supplier is. 

While you’re waiting to hear from the new supplier, it’s a good idea to take meter readings (and a
photo of the readings) as they might prove useful later. Make a note of your account balance too.
Keep any old bills you have, as these can help prove your payment history, credit balance or debt. 

If you aren’t happy with your new supplier or tariff, you can switch suppliers.  Look at “switch
energy supplier” on our website or ring the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133.  

Many people  are  seeing  their  energy  bills  increase  significantly.  If  you are  one of  them,  and
worried about being able to meet these higher energy payments, please contact Citizens Advice
on our Adviceline number 0808 278 7907.  

Citizens Advice has slightly different advice for small businesses whose energy suppliers have gone
out of business. Please visit the Citizens Advice website. 
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Are People Still Interested In Gardens?

I was asked only last week, having been writing these pieces since 1998, and only missing one
deadline  (when  my  mother  passed),  “Are  people  still  interested  in  doing  anything  with  their
gardens, apart from putting down decking that often becomes a slippery death trap when damp,
or putting down hard standing for off-road parking?”. 

In my experience,  very few people don’t  appreciate the great  outdoors,  but the numbers are
growing who could be considered in various ways, to be disconnected from it.  This is due, I think,
to a lack of imagination with what to grow, or even fears that gardening is hard.

I’ve seen inexperienced gardeners take on new gardens, with huge amounts of vigour, and they
experience success and disappointment in equal measure. Many experienced gardeners would be
happy with the ratio of 50% success and 50% perceived failure. When starting out though, even
the slightest amount of disappointment, or perceived failure, can make gardening newbies give up,
and down tools. 

It is always worth pushing through and persisting during this initial apprenticeship. Go on, have a
second go, a third, or even, dare I say it, a fourth go. As many goes as needed is my approach, and
instead of seeing barriers, start to see opportunity, everywhere.

So,  no,  I  don’t  think  people  are  disinterested  in  gardens  and  gardening.  They  just  need
encouragement and clearly defined pathways, to what is perceived as successful gardening, and
the inevitable green fingers will soon arise. That encouragement I mention, in part, comes from us
established, experienced gardeners.

It is very often an underpaid and under valued profession, with many who work in it, not believing
they can charge good rates, and earn a good living from it.  I’ve had many potential clients come
my way, who don’t like paying gardeners good rates, and save their money for the other trades. If
you are starting out in gardening though, and speak to an experienced gardener for advice, it’ll
soon be obvious; they are worth their weight in Marigolds.

Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Christmas in Kennington

Carols around the Tree will  be back again this year on  Saturday 4th December
starting at 6pm at the war memorial and afterwards in St Swithun’s Church for
hot mince pies, sausage rolls and mulled wine.  There will also be a non-alcoholic
fruit punch. We hope to see you there.

Father  Christmas  and  his  sleigh  will  also  be  travelling  around  Kennington  on  10th and  11th

December from 5pm onwards. Please see the website or our Facebook page for further details.
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Grants 

At its November meeting, the Council  gave a £1000 donation to The Royal British Legion’s 2021 Poppy
Appeal. It also agreed a grant of £50 to Clean Slate, towards their work with victims of abuse. A grant of
£500 was agreed for Kennington Youth Club, to support the running of the club with the current Covid-19
restrictions. A donation of £50 has also been arranged towards CPRE’s 90th anniversary appeal.

Primary School Applications

If you have a child born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018 (inclusive), applications for their
primary school place can now be made. The closing date for ‘on time’ applications is 15 January 2022 –
parents/ carers must apply by this date online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions or on paper
(forms available from the County Council or a local school). Places will be offered on 19 April 2022. 

Verge ‘Wilding’

Thank you very much to everyone who took the time to share their views on the ‘wilding’ of the grass
verges. The results of the consultation showed that the majority of residents had positive views about the
project, so the pilot will run for another year before being reviewed again.

20’s Plenty

Keep your eye out for a consultation on residents’ views on the introduction of a 20mph speed limit in parts
of Kennington. The consultation will  be made available online (please see the website or Facebook for
details) or paper copies will be made available in the village hall foyer.

Christmas Trees

If you have a real tree this Christmas and you're a garden waste customer, Biffa will collect it - just leave it
by your brown bin (but please not in it, as it's tricky for the crews to get it out). If you're not a garden waste
customer, Christmas tree recycling has been arranged at Forest Side playing field car park and Playfield
Road car park – please leave your tree ready for collection before 19 January 2022. Please do not block the
green storage container at Playfield Rd, as the grit salt may be needed if it is icy.

On behalf of the Parish Council, may I wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas and best wishes for the
new year.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

December 2021

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and members of the public are welcome to
attend.

Thursday 2nd December at 7:30pm Finance Committee meeting

Thursday 9th December at 7:30pm Kennington Parish Council meeting

Tuesday 21st December at 7:30pm Planning Committee meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any neighbour objections.  Plans can be viewed online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the clerk write or call: clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Tel: 01865 421126
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Kennington History Society

GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

WE ARE BACK AND STARTING OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS AGAIN IN THE NEW YEAR

MONDAY, 17th JANUARY 2022 at 7:45pm

METHODIST CHURCH, UPPER ROAD

“BRITISH HISTORY OF THE COMPUTER”

SPEAKER:

PROFESSOR BRIAN ANDREWS

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US

ALL WELCOME

(NON-MEMBERS £2.50)

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Kennington Memory Club has had a busy autumn. As well as running the twice weekly daycare
sessions  for  people  with a  diagnosis  of  dementia there  have  been two fund-raising  events,  a
Cream Tea and Sale of Goods on a Saturday afternoon in Kennington with lots of yummy scones
and cakes, and more recently an Autumn Fayre in Abingdon. Both events were well supported
which was gratifying for those organising and volunteering to help out. Would you like to join our
band of volunteers for these events? They are great fun and so rewarding. The club couldn’t make
ends meet without ongoing fund-raising, so any ideas for new events would be welcome.

Kennington Memory Club’s name might be a bit off-putting for those who don’t live in Kennington.
Our members come from a much wider area than just Kennington. There have been members
from Abingdon, Cumnor, Botley, Boars Hill, Drayton, Radley, Wootton, Milton and South Oxford.
So, if  you are interested in a place for a relative or friend with a diagnosis of dementia from
anywhere within reach of Kennington, please do get in touch with our organiser, Helen, on 07852
883496 or visit our website.

Happy Christmas and New Year to you all.

www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

— Isobel Birse
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Oxford Preservation Trust
Kennington Memorial Field

I  was very pleased to be able to join you for your Remembrance service to lay the wreath on
behalf of Oxford Preservation Trust, and it was wonderful to see so many of you there.

Thank you to the Kennington residents, Abingdon Green Gym and OPT volunteers who came out
on Saturday 30th October to help us at the Memorial  Field. The conservation work party was
focused on the boundary along Radley Large Wood with activities including clearing some of the
vegetation from the bank of the stream and more scrub clearance. The bank clearance has opened
the stream by removing any additional vegetation and wood which may block the stream through
the winter. Overhanging branches were also cut back to ensure the stream continues to remain
clear and reduce the flood risk to the bottom of the field. It was a morning well spent and it always
amazes me how much you can get done working as a team. 

OPT looks after 113 acres in Kennington keeping these fields green and free from development. All
are welcome to enjoy these green spaces on foot at any time as there is permissive access. Take
time to walk around the Memorial Field listening to the birds and contemplating the serenity of
the surroundings,  or  perhaps a walk along the riverbank at the Flood Meadows watching the
herons  poised  to  take  a  fish  and  listening  to  the  sound  of  the  water  rushing  over  the  weir.
Whichever route you choose to take please be mindful that the ground can be extremely wet and
sturdy footwear (ideally wellies) is essential!

OPT are delighted to launch Oxford Castle at 950 (1071-2021), a year-long celebration to mark this
special anniversary. Do have a look at the website for more information about the celebrations
with talks, walks and trails to entertain everyone. www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/oxford-
castle-950-1071-2021

As a charity all our crucial work, including the maintenance of our green spaces within Kennington,
would not be possible without our members and donors. Becoming a member is easy – you can do
so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the office on 01865 242918. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas. 

Best wishes 

— Stephen Dawson, info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Kennington Athletic Football Club
Results and Fixtures – November/December 2021

Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)

Date Team Opposition Score Kennington Goals
Sat 16.10.21 Men’s 1st Halse United Drew 0-0

Men’s Res No Game

Sat 23.10.21 Men’s 1st Bicester Town Colts Won 4-1 Rob Cattell, Matty Crossan, 
Josh Nichols x2

Men's Res Chinnor Res Won 3-1 Jordan Blackstock x2, Foley 
Sercombe

Sat 30.10.21 Men's 1st Summertown Stars Won 3-0 Louis Palfrey, Rob Fathers, 
Tom Butler

Men's Res Marston Saints Res Won 11-0 Bailey Bone x4, Jamie Cattell,
Jacob Hitchcock, Foley 
Sercombe x3, David Marsh 
x2

Sat 06.11.21 Men's 1st Garsington Won 6-1 Josh Nichols x2, Louis Palfrey
x2, Matty Crossan, Charlie 
Clarkson

Men's Res Bicester Town Colts 
Dev

Won 10-1 Jacob Hitchcock, Joel 
Holmes, David Marsh x2, 
Foley Sercombe x3, Jordan 
Trevelyan, Dec Clerkin x2

Sat 13.11.21 Men's 1st Newbury Won 8-0 Josh Nicholls x3, Louis 
Palfrey x2, James Smith x2, 
Matty Crossan

Men's Res Yarnton Won 4-3 Jordan Blackstock x3, Jack 
Smith

Sun 17.10.21 U12 St Edmunds Drew 2-2

U13 Yellows Summertown Stars Won 4-1

U13 Green Watlington Town Drew 4-4

Sun 07.11.21 U12 Grove Challengers Lost 3-2

U13 Green South Park Rangers Won 6-2

U14 Ardington & 
Lockinge

Lost 4-0

U16 Easington Sports Won 8-1

Sun 14.11.21 U12 Abingddon Youth Won 4-3

U13 Yellows Summertown Stars Won 12-0

U13 Green Harwell & Hendred Lost 4-2

U14 Goring Robins Lost 3-0

U16 Didcot Town Won 4-2
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Men’s Fixtures: (Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2 p.m )

Date Team Opposition Home/Away
20.11.21 1st Bicester Hallions H

Reserves Saxton Rovers Res A

27.11.21 1st Charlton United H

Reserves Charlton United Res A

4.12.21 1st Launton A

Reserves Launton Res H

11.12.21 1st Yarnton H

Reserves Heyford Res A

18.12.21 1st Bure Park A

Reserves Chinnor Reserves H

Youth Fixtures: (Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15)

(Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12)

Date Team Opposition Home/Away
Sat 20.11.21 U7 Summertown Stars H

U10 Yellows Hanney Youth A

U9 Berinsfield H

Sun 21.11.21 U13 Green Oxford Utd Women H

U14 Botley Boys & Girls A

U16 Purley Jubilee A

U13 Green Didcot Town A

U12 Didcot Town H
U11 Green Bicester Town Colts A
U11 Yellow Kidlington Youth H

Sat 27.11.21 U7 No Game

U8 Yellows Oxford City A

U8 Green Oxford City A

U10 Yellows Didcot Town A

Sun 28.11.21 U11 Yellows Cholsey Bluebirds A

U11 Green Didcot Town A

U14 Oxford Blackbirds H

U16 Abingdon Youth H

U13 Green Oxford Utd Women A

Sat 4.12.21 U7 No Game H

U8 Yellows Oxford Blackbirds H

U8 Greens Donnington A

Sun 5.12.21 U11 Green Kidlington Youth H

U13 Green Didcot Casuals H

U14 Goring Robins A

U16 Purley Jubilee H

Sat 11.12.21 U10 Yellows Easington Sports H

Sun 12.12.21 U14 Botley Boys & Girls H

U16 Summertown Stars H

Sun 19.12.21 U16 Kingston Colts A
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Dear fine readers of the Kennington Chronicle, 

I hope this letter finds you in good health. 

Please let me introduce myself. My name is George E. Farley. In my youth you may have known me
as Detective George E. Farley, but many moons have passed since then – my pace has slowed and I
seem to have lost quite a bit of my hair (if you happen to find it, please let me know). I have
recently moved to Kennington, at the ripe old age of eighty-two, with just my little dog Basil for
company. He is also quite old.  In fact, neither of us is sure which of us is the elder. 

I am very much enjoying my time in Kennington so far - St Swithun’s Church is a lovely place to
walk by on a Sunday morning, the Apple Café serves an excellent cappuccino, and the people here
never fail to greet me with a smile. I have also been enjoying reading the Kennington Chronicle!
Although I must confess that I am not writing to you today purely to compliment your wonderful
publication. No, I’m afraid something more curious - and perhaps sinister - is afoot. 

It all began just over a week ago. It was approaching dusk, and I was preparing to take Basil on one
of our numerous jaunts around Kennington. Even at his grand old age, Basil enjoys nothing more
than his daily outings. So, imagine my surprise when, as we were heading out the door, Basil’s ears
pricked up and he disappeared up the staircase at a speed that I barely thought was possible of a
dog so aged. When I managed to find him, he was standing in the middle of the landing, staring up
at the attic door. He was growling softly, and it took great effort to convince him to give up guard-
duty and come on his walk. Though I did think this strange, by the time I had returned from the
walk both Basil and I had completely forgotten about this event. 

But then, not two evenings ago, another oddity occurred. I was lying in bed, with my usual cup of
cocoa and two and a half Hobnob biscuits (the half is because I’m watching my waistline). But I
was interrupted in my snacking, to a strange sound. There appeared to be scratching emanating
from the walls and the creaking of floorboards in the ceiling above me. After a few moments of
this, I begrudgingly got out of bed and went out onto the landing. There I was greeted, once again,
by my faithful hound Basil who was staring up at the attic door again. Now as you can imagine, I
was  a  little  perturbed by this.  However,  when you reach my age,  very little  can frighten you
anymore. Believe me when I say: I’ve seen it all. And what’s more, I’ve still got a pretty darn good
right hook, despite the arthritis. I pulled down the attic ladder and ventured up into the darkness. I
flicked on the light, and what was I greeted by? Yes, you guessed it – absolutely nothing. The attic
was as bare as the day I’d moved in. But there was one small difference. Over near the far wall, I
noticed several footprints imprinted in the dusty floor. Large feet, larger even than mine, and my
nickname in school was ‘Bigfoot’. There are no windows in the attic, and the door was locked shut.

So there you have it – my strange tale, thus far. I send this to you, dear people of the Kennington
Chronicle, to ask that you may circulate it to your lovely readership, so that they may perhaps tell
me  if  they’ve  had  any  similar  occurrences,  strange  goings-on,  or  can  perhaps  even  offer  an
explanation. 

This will all be considered with detail, as Detective George E. Farley investigates. Retirement never
much suited me anyway…

Editor’s note:  George has let me know that he will post the findings of his investigation on the
village notice boards on December 18th,  so keep your eyes open and look out for more from
George in future editions of the Chronicle!
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Kennington Horticultural Society

Annual General Meeting and Social Evening:  St. Swithun’s Church Hall.

Due  to  the  rearranged  programme  and  Covid-19,  it  was  not  practical  to  hold  the  AGM  in
November.  Instead, the AGM will be held with the Social Evening on Thursday 6th January 2022 at
7:30 p.m. in St Swithun’s Church Hall.

— Brian Peedell

Kennington Strollers

We have now stopped walking as a group for the winter months. We have done 26 walks around
the  playing  field  from  5th  May  until  27th  October  and  had  a  good  turnout  of  walkers  and
supporters this year. The Parish Council enabled us to use the pavilion chairs during the summer
months, which gave people the chance to take a rest and have a chat between their laps round the
field. 

Thanks again to Angie and Tim in Playfield Road, who have enabled access to the pavilion, and also
many thanks to our regular helpers and leaders – Carol, Marilyn, Elaine and Bill who have turned
up to support walkers who enjoy a companion to chat to as they walked around the field. Some of
us also got trained as first aiders this year! Thanks also go to Ashley Chapman at the Vale of White
Horse Active Communities team, for his ongoing encouragement and support.

I know many of our walkers will keep going for a walk as their habit of walking is an established
part of keeping themselves fit and well. For those who prefer to walk in a group, we hope to be
back again walking together next spring, so do look out for an article in the Chronicle and posters
on the village noticeboards.

Happy Christmas to all who came along to the short gentle walks in 2021 and don’t forget, KEEP
WALKING!! 

Best wishes, 

— Rosemary Aldgate, Kennington Strollers.
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From the Editor

The end of another year is here!   As always, I wish
to thank everyone who volunteers on this team –
the deliverers, distributors, contributors, treasurer
and  advertising  co-ordinator,  producer  and  our
technical  supporter.   Thank  you  too  to  our
advertisers and printers.  Everyone does their bit,
and we hope you continue to read and enjoy what
we publish. 

We say a special ‘thank you’ to Kay Card and Roger
Dennett  who  will  no  longer  be  delivering  the
Chronicle.   Kay  has  delivered for  eight  years  and
says,  “I  really  enjoyed  doing  it  and  will  miss
delivering the Chronicle”.  We have had an amazing
response  to  our  call  for  deliverers  and  holiday
cover.   Thank  you,  Kenningtonians,  for  your

generosity of time and community spirit.  Our distributors are very pleased and will be in contact
when necessary.

Our December Chronicle brings you news of Christmas concerts and services as well as the exciting
events arranged by the Parish Council.  Look out for Father Christmas on his sleigh around the
village and do join in the Carols Around the Tree event.  Our cover this month features the lights
on the home of a resident who is raising money to thank the NHS.  Do visit and see his spectacular
display.  I am sure there will be many other Christmas light displays around the village in December
and we thank those residents for bringing so much joy to the community.  And remember to look
out for the investigation findings of Detective George E Farley, a new resident of Kennington and
our latest contributor!

The Chronicle Team wish all our readers a happy and healthy Christmas 2021 and we hope there
will be much more “light in the world” in 2022.

— Amena Sutton
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
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Kennington Village Diary
As a result of the easing of Covid restrictions during the summer, many more events are now taking place 
across the village. From the January edition we intend to resume publication of a Village Diary to inform 

residents about what is going on and to help event organisers avoid unnecessary clashes.

Please send details of any event you are organising to producer@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk as soon as they 
are confirmed.

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be  submitted  with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by  4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising 
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, 

OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £12 £70

¼ page 100×145 mm £20 £110

½ page 205×145 mm £30 £200

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519 distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Angie Gardiner (South End) 01865 739653 angiegardiner43@sky.com

Leslie Ponting (South End) 07305 547653 distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936

16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Copyright  Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submittersⒸ
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