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NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
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OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802
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What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.rskbenefice.org
Questions, questions
In a recent article in The Church Times, Dr. Eve Poole identifies that a current weakness in church
leadership is the way that it communicates, particularly in public. This is not about the means of
communication, but rather the form. She argues that nearly all communication is done in what she
describes as the ‘tell’ mode. This is to say that the role the church has taken in public is to assume
it has authority to say something, and then to instruct the rest of the world on how it should
behave – or to borrow her language, ‘I believe’ and ‘Thou shalt’.
In my experience, this reflects an assumption a lot of people have that the church primarily exists
to tell people what to do and how to live. There are a number of problems with this approach.
First is that it assumes everyone has the same underlying moral framework, which is an
assumption that is increasingly difficult to justify in a society which is both diverse and postmodern. Second, authority can only be maintained if the church keeps its own rules, and (because
the church is not an abstract idea, but a community of sinners) far too often such appeals to
authority can be undermined by accusations of hypocrisy. It’s a lazy argument to say that the
church cannot be right about anything because of the Crusades, but it’s equally short-sighted not
to realise the impact of bad behaviour when you’re only preaching about living morally. Third, it
sets the church as high above the world passing down judgement, which makes the twin mistakes
of forgetting that judgment is God’s, not ours, and that in Jesus God’s judgement is to not to be
distant and judgmental, but to come into our midst and embrace our messiness.
Instead, my view is that the church is a place for questions. Questioning is sometimes mistaken for
doubt, but in reality it’s an opening of imagination. Take the wearing of masks, for example. The
‘tell’ mode of communication says, ‘you must wear a mask to protect others’. But the questioning
approach asks, ‘I wonder what loving our neighbour looks like in a pandemic?’ An instruction
demands obedience or suggests consequences. A question invites response, provokes thought,
encourages play. Time and again in the Gospels, Jesus responds to a question with another
question, or tells a story. A faith that says only ‘I believe’ leaves no room for growth or discovery. A
faith that says ‘I wonder…’ has an almost endless capacity to be surprised and challenged and
beguiled by God.
I wonder what God most delights about in you? I wonder what you might show to the church that
it couldn’t discover without you? I wonder if you’re longing for a place to ask questions?
— Rob Glenny
Sunday Services in February
6th February
13th February
20th February
27th February

9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion

Children’s Church
Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall, all are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services except when there is Messy Church.
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Little Lambs
A group for pre-school children and their carers runs on a Wednesday morning in term time from
9:15 a.m.
The Community Larder runs on a Wednesday afternoon from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Foodbank Collection
Contributions for the Foodbank can be left in the box at the back of church or in the vicarage
porch before 10:00 a.m. on the 1st of the month.
What does Jesus look like?
If you’ve ever been into St Swithun’s church, you’ve probably noticed the wooden crucifix hanging
above the altar, and the large stone mural of Jesus on the back wall. But have you ever wondered
how Jesus is depicted in artwork from Africa, Asia or Latin America?
In the back right corner of church at the moment, you’ll find a display of a number of very
different images of Jesus, from all around the world, covering a range of themes and styles. The
images are from a series entitled “The Christ We Share”, and there’s an accompanying booklet
with artistic and historical background, and also prompts for prayer and reflection.
We encourage you to come in when the church is open and take a look. You might find something
that looks quite different to artwork you’ve seen before!

Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
Rev. Peter Powers
Superintendent Minister and Minister at Wesley Memorial Church Oxford-based
Oxford Methodist Circuit
Tel. 07941 328155
Sunday Services in February: (all services begin at 10:30 a.m.)
•

6th February:

Mrs Rachel Blainey

•

13th February:

Paul Rosentall

•

20th February:

Reverend Peter Powers (Communion)

•

27th February:

Mrs Sue Barratt

The Church would like to record the very sad passing of Ruth Hooper in December. Ruth was a
founding member of this Church and a devoted servant of this community. She had a deep
Christian faith and will be sorely missed by all who knew her. A tribute to Ruth will appear in the
March Chronicle.
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George Lyall Ross (1940-2022)
George was born in Dundee on 24th September 1940 to Margaret and George, a brother to Agnes.
George senior was a cobbler in Dundee but as business was slack during the war years, he moved
the family to Oxford where he worked at the car factory. They lived on Florence Park in Campbell
Road.
George first went to Donnington School then to East Oxford before passing the 13 plus and going
to Cheney School. Here he was in the Art stream and he collected 3 GCE’s for Maths, Technical
Drawing and Art. During the Art exam he was excluded from the room for chatting and was only
allowed back in when the Headmaster saw him in the corridor and instructed the invigilator to
allow him back in. Also, at Cheney he caused quite a stir when he won the Shot Putt for his year. It
was only afterwards that someone spotted that he had used the girls’ Shot which was much lighter
that the Boys.
When he left school, George started as a trainee draftsman at an architect’s office in Oxford and it
was here he met Carole Ann Knowles who he was to marry on the 19th September 1964 at St
Lawrence Church in North Hinksey
George then moved on to be a ‘Production Progress Chaser’ at Morris Radiators on the Woodstock
Road. It was around about then that there was a strike at the Plant which closed the whole of BMC
and as he was a member of staff they crossed the picket line each day. His colleagues ask how he
did this and he explained that he knew one of the picket leaders and managed to get her a cheese
roll so no problem!
George has always been a family man and in 1967 Sally was born, followed in 1969 by Neil and
David in 1973. The family moved to Bagley Close in 1968 and he started his career as an Insurance
Agent with the Co-Op working in and around Abingdon and Kennington.
In 1977 came an important milestone in his life when he applied for and was appointed to the
Kennington Parish Council as Clerk to the Council, a role which he held for 25 years until he retired
in 2002. Carole was appointed Assistant Clerk at the same time.
During that time George was involved in many different schemes but I feel that his role as
Secretary to the Village Centre Project must be his finest accolade. There wasn’t a time during the
planning and building of the Centre that George wasn’t involved, and the building is a fitting
tribute to him.
George has always been an avid Oxford United fan and he and Carole were season ticket holders at
the old Manor Ground. His proudest day was on 20th April 1986 when Oxford United beat QPR 3-0
at Wembley to win The Milk Cup. He was also involved locally in coaching a Youth team in
Kennington and one of his roles was taking them to Germany on a couple of occasions. During
these trips it was customary to spend time with the hosts in the local hostelry which would result
in often late closing time and George nearly always being last out. During the Summer the boys
would play Cricket and he would help me by looking after the scorebook. He also assisted with the
Meat Draw each Friday in the Tandem - as he had an Art ‘O’ level he had to write the results on
the chalkboard – with pictures!
When the Kennington Amateur Drama Group (KADS) was formed in 1978 George was very keen to
show his talent especially as an old Florence Park resident just as Ronnie Barker and Patrick
Mower had been! He was cast in the ‘Beggars of Bagley Wood’ as the rear of the camel! He did
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move on from that role and often played a ‘Brokers Man’ in pantomimes. When I was producing
the pantomimes he became my ‘right hand man’ and was invaluable with the direction of the cast
and crew.
All of these activities often centred around The Tandem which was a convenient meeting point
after Council Meetings and KADS rehearsals. One sport that we took up was Bar Billiards and we
became the Tandem ‘B’ team competing in the league. We decided that we would dress as the
Snooker players in waistcoats and bow ties. We became very popular with the opposition teams as
not only did we not win matches but we stayed until closing time when we played away. John Hill
was one of our team and he and George would often walk home together putting the world to
rights all the way to the top of Kenville Road.
At the formation of Kennington Festival Handicapped Group George would drive the Edith Court
minibus around the parish collecting the members for the meetings.
George was always smart and well turned out and forever available to give the ladies a kiss. One
New Year’s Eve he had given a young lady a kiss but when the clock struck 12 and he went back for
seconds she told him that he had already had his turn!
George was the first Chairman of the Kennington History Society and actively involved with
planning the programme of speakers for these meetings. For some time, he fulfilled the role as
Secretary to the Playing Fields Committee and did a stint on the Memorial Field Committee.
Holidays were an important part of George and Carole’s year and their regular destination was
Southsea which they visited for over 18 years. Another love they both had was horse racing and
Saturday was devoted to the ‘Sport of Kings’. They would have a little wager between themselves
to see who could pick the most winners during the day and the loser would have to wash up after
tea!
George was absolutely delighted when Kennington Parish Council named the development on the
old Scholar Gypsy site, “Ross Court” in recognition of his service to the Parish.
George had aways treasured his family and loved his children and especially his granddaughters Megan, Kerry, Mary and Beth.
A few years back George fought and defeated prostate cancer but sadly over the last couple of
years he had developed problems with his kidneys and blood and he passed away on 1st January
2022
Rest in Peace George.
— Your friend, Peter Biggs

Kennington Table Tennis Club
Table Tennis has resumed in the Youth Club on Tuesday mornings from 11.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
Come and join us. We have a great deal of fun while we get some exercise. We even have the
occasional social outing. There are three tennis tables. We usually play doubles matches and
sometimes singles. All equipment is provided but you may bring your own bat if you wish. We ask
for £2.00 per session to cover the cost of the hall hire.
For further details, contact Roy King on 01865 735864 or Amena Sutton 01865 739936.
We look forward to seeing you!
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

New year for Nursery
Since returning to nursery after Christmas the children are full of energy and
enthusiasm. We are learning about the traditional tale of Goldilocks and the
Three Bears and porridge plays a big part in the story so we have been exploring porridge in the
home corner. We have a huge floor puzzle which has now been completed by some children with
real focus and determination. This has encouraged great teamwork. Some children have already
created some amazing works of art to take home to lucky parents.

We have enjoyed the wet weather, splashing in puddles outside and looking at the ice and frost on
really cold days. We have stopped singing Jingle bells….. just, and we are looking forward to
learning new songs and rhymes, and also discovering lots of new things during this new year.

Police Community Support
Have Your Say Event
Come along and meet your Police Community Support Officer outside the shops on Playfield Road,
Kennington at 10 a.m. on Tuesday 8th February 2022. This event will be an opportunity for local
residents to pop along to say hello and discuss any issues or concerns, as well as to seek crime
prevention advice. I shall look forward to seeing you there.
— Maddison Highmoor C9751
Police Community Support Officer
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Apple Café
Apple Café will be held on every Thursday and Saturday until the summer holidays, Covid
restrictions permitting. As well as our delicious cake we also offer light lunches of soup, sausage
rolls, paninis and bacon butties.
We are going to be re-starting our “Knitter Natter” sessions, where you are welcome to come
along to knit or croquet. Bring your own project or get started on a new project with help from our
volunteers. Initially this will be the first Thursday of every month, 3rd February, 3rd March and 7th
April.
If you are interested in playing traditional board games such as chess, cribbage or scrabble then do
join John at the café. He will be there on the last Saturdays of the month (29th January and 26th
February). This is aimed at all ages, and all levels, from beginner to expert! Either just play a game,
or ask for tuition.
— Emily Gooding

KITCHEN KORNER!
Valentine Heart Stopping Brownie Trifles
What do you need?
⅔ cup whipping cream
1 tbsp sugar
¼ tsp vanilla
8 2x2 in. baked brownies – either already made or bake your own
2 cups fresh raspberries or strawberries
chocolate ice cream – how much? Your choice!
Method
In a chilled mixing bowl, combine whipping cream, sugar and vanilla. Beat with an electric mixer
on medium speed until soft peaks form. Set aside.
Crumble the cooked brownies (about 2 cups) between 4 large parfait glasses or water goblets.
Divide half of the berries of your choice, ice cream and whipped cream between the glasses
creating layers. Keep laying.
Serve immediately or briefly chill.
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Library Opening Times
Mon
2:00pm-6:00pm

Wed
10:00am-1:00pm

Fri
2:00pm-6:00pm

Sat
10:00am – 1:00pm

Please note: Masks required for all events unless exempt!

Children’s Events
Half term
Friday 25th February, 2:30 – 3:30pm: Story & Crafts (Free but booking required!) Main hall.
Term time
th
Friday 11 February, 2:30 – 3:00pm: Storytime
Monday 14th February, 2:30 – 3:00pm: Rhymetime
For preschool children and their guardians. Booking appreciated to manage numbers.

COFFEE TALKS
Please look out for event updates in the Library, via emails to members, posted on the FOKL web
site and posters around the village in case COVID restrictions change.
Books are available at each talk and signed on request!

Wednesday 2nd February 10:30 for coffee 11:00am for
talk
Merryn Williams
In her book Mansfield Park revisited Poet and author Merryn Williams will talk about her modern take on Jane Austen’s novel.
Note: This event will be held in the room opposite the library

Wednesday 2nd March: Philip Gooden – 11:00 for
11:30am
Philip Gooden: The popular novelist will talk about his fascinating
books about the English language.
From March author talks will be held in the main hall with coffee at
11am and talk starting at 11:30
Julie Anderson - The talk for January was postponed due to COVID restrictions and will be rescheduled for later in 2022.

Saturday 12th February 10am - 12noon - Board Games Club
Back by popular demand! Play games in French or English.
For ages 11 years to adult. Minimum £1 contribution for ages 16 and above.
Booking required. Will be held in the main hall.

Look out for updates:
FOKL Chair: John Argyle:
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:

www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Inspector George E Farley investigates … Goose on the Loose 2…
Dear fine people of Kennington,
A happy February to everyone reading this! I must confess that this month isn’t one of my
favourites of the year. This namely because my late wife Linda’s birthday had been in February, and
I do still miss her dearly. I expect I always will. Couple this with the fact that Valentine’s Day falls in
this month and you have a recipe for a serious case of blues. Do not fear though, I am in good
spirits with Basil at my side for company. It’s only every now and again that I get that little pang of
sadness in my heart, I’m sure you can relate in some way. Linda would so much have loved
Kennington.
But, to business! No time to dwell when there are mysteries to be solved! And I can reveal that last
month’s mystery entitled ‘Goose on the Loose’ has indeed been solved. Read on, good people of
Kennington, and let me explain what happened…
So, to recap, a resident by the name of Mr J had been in touch after the tragic disappearance of his
beloved pet goose, Ryan Gosling. A hole in the garden fence and feathers on the back path
suggested Ryan Gosling had met his demise at the paws of a sly fox. But though the locals I spoke
to, including the neighbour Bill, told me the goose was adored by all, something didn’t feel right…
Now you are up to speed, I can reveal a very curious thing which did occur after the events of the
preliminary investigation. I received a phone call. It was the dead of night – well around 9:45 p.m.
which constitutes as the dead of night for a gentleman at my age – and my home phone began
ringing. Upon picking it up, a woman’s voice spoke in a gentle near-whisper before I could even say
hello.
“I’ve been following your investigation. Bill is lying. He hated that goose. A lot of people
did. It would make a racket and wake everyone up in the early mornings. Don’t trust a word they
say. And be careful”.
And with that, the line went dead. I tried redialling, but the stranger’s number had been withheld.
I could barely sleep that night.
First thing in the morning, I visited Bill’s house. As he opened the door, my expert perceptiveness
told me he knew what I knew. This was mainly because he was already blubbing like a baby.
“Okay, okay! I did it, all right? I goose-napped Ryan Gosling and left him with the other wild
geese in a field a couple of miles away. It was for the best, everyone wanted me to do it!”, he said
through his whimpering.
As I headed back over to Mr J’s house, I could hear a cry of joy. Mr J was on his front garden
hugging Ryan Gosling, who had clearly waddled all the way home! So that left one mystery solved,
but one remained. Who was the woman who had ‘phoned me, and why? I had to at least thank
her. At the point of writing, I still have no idea who she is. But I intend to change that, as George E.
Farley investigates…
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Kennington Athletic Football Club
Results and Fixtures – November/December 2021/January 2022
Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)
Date
Sat 20.11.21
Sat 27.11.21

Sat 04.12.21

Sat 11.12.21

Sun 21.11.21

Sun 28.11.21

Sun 05.12.21

Sun 12.12.21

Sun 19.12.21
Sun 09.1.22

Team
Men’s 1st
Men’s Res
Men’s 1st

Opposition
Bicester Hallions
Saxton Rovers Res
Charlton United

Score
Drew 1-1
Drew 1-1
Won 6-0

Men's Res

Charlton Utd Res

Won 2-1

Men's 1st

Launton Sports

Won 6-1

Men's Res

Launton Sports Res

Won 3-2

Men's 1st

Wargrave

Won 5-2

Men's Res

Heyford Res

Lost 5-1

U12
U13 Yellows
U13 Green
U14
U16
U12
U13 Yellows
U13 Green
U14
U16
U13 Green
U14
U16
U12
U13 Yellows
U14
U16
U12
U13 Yellows
U14
U16

Didcot Town
Didcot Town
Oxford Utd Women
Botley Boys & Girls
Purley Jubilee
Oxford Blackbirds
Didcot Town
Oxford Utd Women
Oxford Blackbirds
Abingdon Youth
Didcot Casuals
Goring Robins
Purley Jubilee
Oxford Utd Women
Long Wittenham
Botley Boys & Girls
Kingston Colts
Wantage Town
Carterton
Rose Hill
Easington Sports

Lost 4-0
Won 9-0
Lost 5-0
Lost 4-2
Won 5-0
Drew 2-2
Lost 2-1
Lost 3-0
Lost 4-0
Won 1-0
Drew 2-2
Lost 2-0
Won 2-0
Lost 5-1
Drew 1-1
Drew 2-2
Won 4-2
Lost 4-1
Won 6-3
Lost 7-0
Won 5-1
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Kennington Goals
Josh Nicholls
George Casserley
Rob Fathers, Frank
Haines, Louis Palfrey,
Steve Woodhouse,
Charlie Clarkson,
Matty Crossan
Jordon Blackstock,
Kieron Hughes
Rob Cattell, Frank
Haines x2, Josh
Nicholls x2, Tom
Nicholls
Dec Clerkin, Dave
Marsh-Wright, Billy
Wilson
Rob Cattell, Josh
Nicholls x2, Louis
Palfrey, Ben Rawlings
Jordon Blackstock

Men’s Fixtures: (Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2 p.m)
Date
15.01.22

Team
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves

22.01.22
29.01.22
05.02.22
12.02.22

Youth Fixtures:

Opposition
Yarnton
Marston Saints Res
Launton (Cup)
Garsington Res
Cropredy
Summertown Stars Res
Southam United
Chinnor Res
Halse United
Bicester Town Colts Dev

Home/Away
H
A
H 1:30 p.m. KO
A
A
H
H
A
A
H

(Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15)
(Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12)

Date
Sat 15.01.22

Sun 16.01.22

Sat 22.01.22
Sun 23.01.22

Sat 29.01.22

Sun 30.01.22

Sat 05.02.22

Sun 06.02.22

Sat 12.02.22

Sun 13.02.22

Team
U7
U8 Yellows
U8 Green
U9
U10 Yellows
U11 Green
U11 Yellows
U12
U14
U16
U8 Yellows
U8 Greens
U12
U13 Yellows
U14
U7
U9
U10 Yellows
U11 Green
u12
U13 Yellows
U14
U16
U7
U9
U10 Yellows
U11 Green
U11 Yellows
U13 Yellows
U14
U16
U8 Yellows
U8 Greens
U9
U10 Yellows
U11 Green
U11 Yellows
U12
U13 Yellows

Opposition
Radley Youth
Oxford City Blue
Marcham Colts
Abingdon Youth Yellow
Radley Youth
Launton
Oxford City Hoops
Grove Challengers
Oxford Blackbirds
Summertown Stars
Oxford Blackbirds
St Edmunds
Crowmarsh
Crowmarsh Hornets
Ardington & Lockinge
Kidlington Youth
Berinsfield
Hinksey Park
Banbury United
Abingdon Youth
Tower Hill
Rose Hill
Reading City Royals
Procision Newbury
Greater Leys
Garsington
Launton
Radley Youth
Combe Junior
Rose Hill
Crowmarsh Youth
Garden City
Bletchingdon Youth
Hinksey Park Youth
Summertown Stars
Banbury United
Cumnor Minors
St Edmund
Oxford Blackbirds
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Home/Away
H
H
H
H
H
A
H
A
A
H
A
A
H
A
H
A
A
H
A
H
H
H
A
H
H
H
A
H
H
A
A
H
A
A
H
H
A
A
A
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Adventure Cubs - Autumn Term Report
Our Autumn term was full of fun and challenge!As part of our ongoing
conservation activities the Cubs made bee hotels which we placed in different
parts of the grounds. We look forward to seeing the inhabitants next spring!! Our tracking evening
at Youlbury was great fun and our older Cubs laid an excellent trail for all the other Cubs to follow
(even better than the trail Akela had laid)!!
The Cubs tackled the Skills Challenge Badge which gave them the opportunity
to try out some new challenges! Owen Summersbee very kindly brought his
full range of weights down to the meeting and after looking at healthy eating
and lifestyle the Cubs were all able to try lifting the different range of weights
finishing with Owen showing them how to lift the very heaviest of weights
safely.
In complete contrast the Cubs made their own
biscuits as part of the Skills Challenge and then laid tables for tea
complete with napkins, plates and teapots. Having made tea in the
teapots the Cubs enjoyed cups of tea and biscuits - both were very tasty.
Several of the Cubs tried and drank tea for the first time!
Our night hike, just before Halloween, around Andersey Island near
Abingdon, was great fun especially looking for night-time wildlife in the hedges on our walk – our
torchlight found spiders, moths, beetles and a couple of insects we were not sure about!! As we
came near to the lock and the lock keeper’s house, the Cubs saw two enormous ghosts in the
garden - a bit of shock especially for Akela! It was a very impressive Halloween display!
As part of Remembrance Sunday, the Cubs painted poppies onto pebbles
and wrote their own messages on wooden poppies which were planted in
the grass on Remembrance Sunday.
The Scout Association have introduced a new badge for Cubs - the Money
Skills Badge - which the Cubs did in November. The Cubs and leaders found
their foreign currency and brought it to Cubs to look at different types of
currency and how we change and use money abroad. The Cubs looked at
budgeting and what sort of things they needed to look at when creating a
budget for a Cub activity. The resulting discussion in each group was fascinating!The Cubs also
looked at the different things that influence people’s spending decisions and how different
cultures use and save money. The Cubs had some interesting views about what sort of things
influence them to spend money including the suggestion that saving is sometimes a better option
than spending!In this electronic age, the Cubs completed the badge by looking at how young
people could avoid online scams.
We had great fun creating a tornado in a jar and making rain clouds in a jar which,
when the jar lid was lifted, floated out of the jar and into the room. The Cubs really
enjoyed this activity.
To finish our term the Cubs made Christmas bells to take home and decorate their
Christmas trees - some really colourful and whacky design ideas. It was a great way
to finish the term!
— Krys Daniels. Cub Scout Leader
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section.Please get in touch
to offer some time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.
Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
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1st Kennington Guides
We had a busy end of term. We held a Children in Need dancing session, a buzzy
bee birthday party for Girl-guiding Anglia and an elf night. Some of our unit watched the Girlguiding screening of Disney's Encanto. We finished the term with a Christmas crafts evening:
decorating mugs, making scratch art tree decorations and learning some simple electronics to
make trees with flashing decorations.We were sad to say goodbye to two of our Guides who are
moving up to Rangers but we hope they enjoy all their adventures to come!
We are looking forward to starting the new term with some edible art!
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Thames District Girl-guiding - Table Top Sale
Thames District Guides plan to hold their popular Table Top Sale at Kennington Village Centre on
Saturday 12th March from 10 a.m. until noon.
It is still too soon to know what restrictions may be in place but tables can be reserved with no
obligations from Liz on 01865 730053 or Margaret on 01865 730353. The price remains the same
at £5.
As usual there will be cakes, a raffle and refreshments. We look forward to seeing you there and
welcome your support.
— Liz Gaskell
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3rd Kennington Brownies

World Thinking Day Brownies
Dark days of winter are upon us but do you think that stops the enthusiasm of the Brownies – not
at all! What would we do without their endless enthusiasm and sunny dispositions!
February 22nd is World Thinking Day for Rainbows, Brownies and Girl Guides all over the world.
Thinking Day has been taking place since 1926 and it is the joint birthday of Lord & Lady Baden
Powell of Scouting and Girl Guiding. This is a golden opportunity for our Brownies to appreciate
other Brownies in other countries. The World Thinking Day theme for 2022 is ‘Our World, Our
Future’. Surveys taken by Guiding have discovered that worldwide, girls are most concerned about
climate change. It will give our Brownies the opportunity to think about why climate change
matters and what they can do on a daily basis with regard to climate change to help improve their
environment. Also, they can discuss some of the difficulties that Brownies in affected countries are
enduring due to climate change. Mainly, Brownies are very capable of taking action to protect
their environment.
Brown Owl will be listening to the Brownies for a decision on which badges they want to do this
term. More information is coming in next month’s Chronicle as to what they have been up to!
Watch this space! You, too, could become a Brownie if you are reading this!
So, Brownies, remember your Brownie Law – Lend a Hand! Try to do something every day to help
someone else whether it is your mother, father, other family members, teacher or friend. Being a
Brownie is a unique opportunity to shine in your community.
— Eagle Owl
Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can join at any time of the year. Please contact Angie on: 07758 756204 or
3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com.

Kennington Thames Rainbows
The Autumn term allowed us to meet again in person for the first time since March 2020. We
welcomed some new Rainbows to the unit along with a previous Rainbow of ours who joined us as
a leader!
We worked towards two theme awards, looking at how to take care of ourselves and others. In
November we celebrated Guy Fawkes night by making pop bottle rockets. We also celebrated our
Anglia Region’s 50th Birthday with some bee-themed party games and some cake!
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As we return for the Spring term, we will be finishing off our Take Action Theme which we started
before Christmas. We will also be starting our Know Myself theme and doing lots of team building
activities.
— Liz, Pauline and Rhiannon (Rainbow Leaders)
Rainbows is for all girls aged 5-7. More information on Girlguiding, Brownies and Rainbows can be
found at www.girlguiding.org.uk

Patient Participation Group
… for Botley Medical Centre and Kennington Health Centre
What a pharmacy offers
The December PPG meeting was addressed by Dan Towler, the manager of Woodlands Pharmacy,
Botley Road, who spoke on ‘What a pharmacy offers’. This is summarised below:
•

Attention to minor ailments, colds, ‘flu, minor injuries, cuts and bruises which do not need
a doctor’s attention or prescription

•

In the next two years more pharmacies will become Independent Prescribers

•

Woodlands Pharmacy along with other pharmacists offers a free delivery service for
prescriptions. Woodlands Pharmacy delivery extends from Cumnor, Wolvercote,
Headington, to Cowley and Kennington. They deliver between 100 and 200 a day and if the
prescription is on the (electric) van it will be delivered that day, often well into the evening.
For any purchases a £1 delivery charge is made to cover all items purchased: this does not
apply if purchases are delivered with a prescription. You can contact other pharmacists to
obtain their delivery radius and general policy.

•

Due to Covid some services at pharmacies have been curtailed: At Woodlands
Pharmacy this relates to Diabetes and Blood Pressure Tests and vaccinations for travel.
Individual pharmacies need to be contacted to establish what services they are able to
offer at this time.

•

Flu vaccinations are available at a pharmacy - this takes pressure off surgeries and can be
accessed quickly. Covid boosters are available at some pharmacies but not at Woodlands
because a specific entry/exit and waiting area are required.

•

Medication Use Review. A pharmacist has more training on the action and effect of
medications than a doctor. If you have questions about your medication or want a
consultation/review please go to your pharmacist first.

•

New Medication Service. Doctors will ask people to report back on how the medication is
going. The first follow up is after seven days, the second after fourteen. This discussion can
be held with a pharmacist as an alternative.

The next PPG Meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th February at 6 p.m. by Zoom. Please contact me,
Chris Sugden, if you wish to take part.
— Chris Sugden, Secretary
csugden@ocrpl.org
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Kennington Amateur Dramatics Association (KADS)
There’s still time to come and see Rapunzel the pantomime, a show for everyone to enjoy.
Tickets are available for the following dates:
Thursday 3rd February, 7:30 p.m.
Friday 4th February, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday 5th February, 7:30 p.m.
£12 adults, £10 concessions, £35 for a family of four (under 5s go free on laps). Call the Box Office
on 01865 739025 or email boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk.
If you have already been, we’d love to know if you had a good time! Please follow us on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/kenningtonads and leave us a review. We will share an update on our
charity collection for Royal Papworth Hospital in next month’s Chronicle. Thank you as always for
your support!
— Sarah Ellner

Kennington Women’s Institute
We successfully held our first meeting of the year in January. Everyone who came seemed to be in
good spirits and all seemed to be positive about our way forward. There was quite a lot of
business to be dealt with, which included opening a parcel from two of our long serving members
who have moved to supported accommodation and feel that they are unable to continue coming
to our meetings. Doreen Harris and Gwyneth Thomas have been stalwarts of our WI for many
years and were responsible for organising our raffle every month. We are all very sad that they will
no longer play a major part in our WI, but we will keep them informed of our happenings each
month. Doreen and Gwyneth kindly gave us a tin of scrumptious chocolate biscuits which was
gratefully received and enjoyed.
Our speaker in January was David Holt whose very well-researched talk was about children who
swept chimneys from 1788 to 1875 and the terrible conditions that small children were subjected
to. Boys, some as young as 4 or 5 years old, were sent up the chimneys to clean them. These
children were euphemistically referred to as “Climbing Boys” although some girls were also
employed as sweeps. David explained about the various efforts that were made to try to regulate
the entire system, to little effect. Lord Shaftesbury, Dickens and the author of The Water Babies,
the Rev Charles Kingsley all had an input in helping to finally ban the use of small children. It was a
very fascinating talk which we all enjoyed.
If you would like to join our group do please come along to our next meeting which is on
Wednesday 2nd February at 2:15p.m. in the Methodist Church, Upper Road. Our speaker will be
Liz Woolley and the title of her talk is “Nuffield College’s ‘Island Site’ in West Oxford”.
We look forward to welcoming you.
— Maureen Palma
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Omicron, begone!
Wouldn’t we all just like to wave a magic wand with the invocation ‘Omicron, begone!’ and have
our wish granted! We can all hope that this will be the case sooner rather than later.
Kennington Memory Club took the precaution, in the light of rapidly rising Omicron variant Covid
cases, of closing down from December 23rd. Numbers of cases at the beginning of January
weren’t any more encouraging so the closure was continued. At the time of writing this the target
date for re-opening is January 20th, but it will all depend on the data. So, hopefully we will be back
in business again for February. At all times we do ensure that the Club is as Covid-safe as possible
with our cleaning and sterilization procedures, visor or mask wearing for all staff and volunteers,
and testing for them before attending the club on each occasion.
Please direct any enquiries about a possible place at the Club for yourself or a loved one to Helen,
the Organiser, on 07852 883496. The same number applies for anyone interested in volunteering
for the Club. www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
— Isobel Birse

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Premature Awakenings
Another year dawns, and already record high temperatures have been recorded for the time of
year. So global warming really is occurring then, whether or not you believe human activity is
causing it, or, just making it worse. ‘It’, being the natural warming and cooling cycles of the planet
itself.
I am already seeing people out in their gardens at this unseasonably warm time of year. The new
season vigour and energy, so visibly seen, is something to behold. Don’t be too keen though, as a
cold snap could still do a lot of damage.
Alongside your gardening, keep in mind that the wildlife which share our gardens with us may still
be hibernating, so try not to disturb it too much, too early. Otherwise, you will risk unsettling the
balance. Much of what is hibernating could well be the predators of what we call pests, so they
are our friends and companions.
Hibernation is a way many creatures survive the cold without needing to forage for food, or they
migrate to somewhere warmer. Animals may die during hibernation from lack of fat, really severe
weather, or premature disturbance by us, if we are out gardening early in the year.
So, although many gardeners are already waking up early this year due to the warmer than normal
spell, remember, that hibernating creatures are not as adaptable as us to going back into
hibernation once disturbed if the weather happens to worsen for any extended period.
Let’s enjoy the warmer winter by all means, but let’s do it with balance.
Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt
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Christmas Masks

Thank you to everyone who ‘bought’ Christmas Masks! I have sent a donation of £350 to The
Samaritans.
Your generosity never fails to amaze me. There are always non-Christmas face-masks in the porch
at 93 Upper Road. Donations this year will be going to The British Heart Foundation. The supply of
masks is being added to all the time. Thank you.
— Linda Marshall

No Miles Nursery at 140 Poplar Grove
Fundraising for Viva.org
Plants are for sale on my front patio, in exchange for donations to support Viva.org.
This is an Oxford-based charity which supports vulnerable children in various
countries across the world, and in the UK. They do this collaboratively, linking up
churches and other organisations to provide the most effective solutions.
In February, I hope to have some crocuses in flower, as well as snowdrops and Sarcococca (Xmas
box). This is a ‘must have’ shrub. Once established, the perfume from its flowers is an absolutely
‘knock out’, and fragrances the air in the depths of winter. It enjoys shade as well. A great shrub to
have near your front door.

Crocuses
Photo by the author

Snowdrops
Photo by Yoksel Zok on Unsplash

So do pop by when you are out walking or cycling. (Trying to reduce our carbon footprint). Cash
through letterbox at the moment please.
Thank you for your support.
— Rosey Hollinrake
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Programme update. Please note that with effect from March 2022, all talks and presentations
will be held in St Swithun’s Church unless otherwise stated.

Holiday 2022 update. We still have a few spaces left.
We are pleased to announce details of a planned holiday in 2022. The dates are 18th to 22nd
August. The itinerary includes RHS Bridgewater, Manchester and Southport show and a full
supporting programme. The provisional cost is £425.00 with Just Go insurance if required at
£31.00. The cost includes 4 nights half board at the Prince of Wales Southport, coaching
throughout and admission to the RHS flower show, Lancaster Canal Cruise and Southport show.
Places can be reserved with the treasurer and secured with a deposit of £75.00. This is nonrefundable unless cancelled due to Government guidelines. (All deposits were returned last year.)
Places should be booked by mid-February. Please indicate if you require a twin, single or double
room (not guaranteed). You will be required to complete a booking form in due course.
Wednesday 9th March 2022. St Swithun’s Church at 7:30 p.m.
A slide presentation by Marilyn Farr entitled “Flora and Fauna of the Western Cape”.
Members £1.00; non-members £2.00. Complimentary refreshments.
Wednesday 6th April 2022. St Swithun’s Church at 7:30 p.m.
AGM and social evening. Once again, we are trying to hold a belated social evening
together with an AGM. Surely, third time lucky!
Saturday 7th May 2022. Plant sale. 10 a.m. to 12 noon
The plant sale is provisional at this time. The committee would like to hear from anyone
who would be interested in running a plant stall, contributing plants for sale or generally
providing support for the event. At one time we could rely on 10 to 12 plant stalls. That is
no longer the case as peoples’ circumstances change.
Sunday 8th May 2022. Coach outing to Malvern Spring Festival (formerly ‘Show’)
The cost will be £35.00, (we can’t do it any cheaper!), inclusive of coach and entry. (Places
can be booked with the treasurer on 730961 or email to brianpeedell@gmail.com The
coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8 a.m., calling at bus stops through the village.
The committee hope to finalise a new programme from April 2022. Further details will follow. New
members are welcome! Contact the treasurer or any committee member.
— Brian Peedell

35

36

Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

20 mph Consultation
Thank you very much to everyone who has taken the time to respond to the
consultation on a proposal to introduce a 20mph speed limit in Kennington. If you
have not yet had chance to complete the survey, this can be found online at
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/R79YLQR or paper copies are available in the
foyer of the Village Centre. The consultation will run until 8th February and the
results will be discussed at the council meeting on 10th February.
Grants
At the January meeting, the parish council agreed a grant of £25 to Windle
International.
Asset Replacement
The parish council is replacing some of the older street furniture, so you may notice
some new litter bins and noticeboards around the village. If you have any
suggestions of areas that need attention, please get in touch.
— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
February 2022
Please see the website for agenda with details of meeting venue. Members of the
public are welcome.
Tuesday 1st & 22nd February at 7:30pm

Planning Committee meetings

Thursday 10th February at 7:30pm

Kennington Parish Council meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting
following receipt of the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments.
Therefore please telephone or email the Clerk immediately you receive notification
to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of any neighbour objections. Plans
can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call:

clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Tel: 01865 421126
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Kennington Youth Club
The Christmas break arrived quicker than expected, but it was certainly needed
after the busy year we’d had. As we’ve been closed for a few weeks, there’s not as much to report
this time.
We managed to run a few of our competitions but we were limited on numbers so will be rolling
these over also to this year.
We ended 2021 with a digital session again as the general consensus was that it would be better
for us to be socially distanced a week before Christmas to try and ensure people could share it
with others and not be isolating. And so, armed with goodies galore, I trundled off like an elf and
delivered craft, cards, and Christmas gift packs to our young people for them to take part in the
festive special. We had a fairly good turnout and two young leaders helped us for the evening too.
It’s amazing how even after months of running Zoom sessions before and still using the platform
for work, you can quickly forget how busy youth club gets online. During the evening, those who
joined us made gingerbread houses, Christmas decorations, and took part in quizzes and
challenges. There was much chocolate to be had too.
With the New Year upon us, we returned to centre-based sessions and had a slow return from our
young people due to some isolating. We still haven’t taken down the tree in the lobby! Hopefully
by the time that you’ve read this we will have. It’s artificial so don’t worry. We’re making tentative
plans for trips again this year and we’re welcoming in young people for their DofE awards once
more, and it feels as though life is back to how it should be.
We'd like to thank UK Youth who provided us funds via the COVID Resilience Fund to support our
running costs for the last six months. As well as helping with the shortfall of income due to Covid,
we were able to use some of the money for the Halloween party, our Christmas Zoom event and
subsidise trips for the Junior group to Laser Kombat and the overnight residential for the Seniors
to Milton Keynes. We're very grateful for their support during this difficult time.
There’s been an offer by an organisation of a Parkour course for our Seniors which is something
we’re looking into more, and they’ve already been asking about the next holiday too. Who knows
where we’ll end up?
— Roy Peach
50:50 Draw Winners for January are below
Previous draw winners are announced online at www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We’ve raised more than £2100 through the draw and the same has been given away
in prizes. If you are interested in supporting us in this way, it makes a big difference. More info
online. The more players, the greater the prize. You can also shop with us and raise funds for the
club without it costing you any more.
1st Ball - 33 (£38.50) 2nd Ball - 13 (£11.00) 3rd Ball - 7 (£5.50)
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Kennington History Society
Most of you will have heard by now that one of our founders, George Ross, passed away on the 1st
of January. He is a great loss. A full tribute to him from the Society appears below.
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to a talk by Professor Brian Andrews on the British
History of the Computer. This will have been a virtual meeting only in view of the pandemic
situation and held on Monday the 17th of January.
On the 21st of February it will be our AGM. This is going to be a hybrid meeting, which I shall
Chair. It will start both in-person at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road and at the
same time virtually using the same procedure as the January meeting. To receive a link, please
contact by e-mail kenningtonoxfordhistorysociety@gmail.com. Non-members attending in-person
will be charged £2.50. We are unable to offer refreshments afterwards. Members and residents
will be invited to bring an object of significance to Kennington to either part of the meeting and
talk briefly about it. This will follow the formal part where we elect the Officers and Committee
members.
— Bob Johnston

A Tribute To George Ross from the Kennington History Society
On Tuesday, 10th September 2002 thirteen people who were interested in forming a Kennington
History Society, met in St Swithun’s School. Shirley Jones, who was the Kennington History Projects
Leader and co-ordinator for recording and archiving material, initially started the process of the
History Society being formed. At this September meeting George agreed to be the Chairman and
he was readily elected. An election of other officers duly took place. George and Carol e, his wife,
donated money as a start-up gift to the new Kennington History Society.
So many things had to be arranged in organising a new society but, with George’s direction, these
were all completed, and this included the agreement for our constitution. Tasks needed were a
new bank account being established; insurance cover for members; venue and dates of meetings;
fees and application forms and many other things. The Parish Council were approached and
approved a grant towards printing costs.
The first meeting of the Kennington History Society took place on Monday, 17 th February 2003 in
the Methodist Church, with some sixty-five persons attending. From then on the society went
from strength to strength. With George as our Leader, he organised annual coach outings to
various cities, produced a society newsletter and many other things too numerous to mention
here.
George was always interested in village history and was an enormous fount of knowledge on so
many things. Through Kennington Connected and Facebook his collection of old photographs and
postcards always generated an enormous amount of interest and nostalgia for many people.
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Two of our society booklets were written and produced by George: “The Kennington Story and
History of the street names” and “Lest we forget – the story of men from Kennington who died in
the two World Wars”. (These are still available for purchase).
For twelve years George was our very active Chairman but in March 2014 he expressed the wish to
resign as Chairman of the society and this was very reluctantly accepted. It took four people to
carry out the tasks he had been performing. However, he continued to fulfil certain ’behind the
scenes’ jobs.
In February 2017 George was pleased to accept the appointment as the Society’s Honorary
President.
Not everyone will realise our indebtedness to George for all his work, kindness and knowledge
about the village of Kennington. We will all miss him very much. Thank you, George.
Rest in peace.

Churchill in Oxfordshire
•

An Online Talk streaming at 7pm on Tuesday, 1st February 2022, followed by a live Q&A
session: Stream Link: https://www.sofo.org.uk/whats-on/wsconlinetalk/

•

Features historians David Lough and Ashley Jackson in conversation about the life of
Winston Churchill

•

Covering Churchill’s life and work, from his Oxfordshire beginnings at Blenheim, to his
burial in nearby Bladon.

•

The live event will be free to view on the SOFO Museum website, no registration required,
but donations welcomed, which support the museum.

Winston Churchill, while fixed in many people’s minds as both a National, and indeed a World,
figure, he also had many ties to the county of Oxfordshire. Churchill’s story started and ended in
Oxfordshire and he naturally occupies a prominent place at SOFO Museum in Woodstock.
David Lough is the author of the critically acclaimed No More Champagne: Churchill and his
Money as well as Darling Winston: Forty years of letters between Churchill and his mother, and
winner of the International Churchill Society’s Somervell Award 2016. Drawing on his in- depth
knowledge of this personal correspondence, and renowned insight into the famous figures’
finances, Lough answers questions fielded by Professor Ashley Jackson.
Ashley Jackson is Professor of Imperial and Military History at King’s College London, with many
published works on various aspects of British imperial history, focusing on the Empire during times
of war, as well as his own book covering Winston's life from his Woodstock origins, Churchill.
A live Q&A session will also allow viewers to pose their own questions for the two Churchill
historians. The event will be available to view both live and in a ‘Catch Up’ version free from the
SOFO Museum website, but donations will be encouraged to support the work of the museum.
About David Lough: www.davidlough.uk
About Ashley Jackson: www.ashleyjacksonhistorian.com
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Wild About Kennington
The Wild about Kennington team and their supporters have been
working hard in the depths of winter to increase the wildflowers in our
‘pilot’ road verges! It is not as easy as it looks, to establish a wildflower
meadow as you can’t just scatter your pack of wildflower seeds and hope for the
best.
Fortunately, one of our Wild about Kennington team members is in touch with a
local expert, Catriona Bass. Catriona and her partner, Kevan, have been nurturing a
traditional hay meadow on the banks of the Thames at Eynsham. She is the best
expert to advise us. Even the head gardener at Christchurch has sought her help to
re-establish the hay meadow flowers at Christchurch meadows in Oxford city.
The key plant to establish is yellow rattle, also known
as ‘nature’s lawnmower’. This plant parasitises the
strong grasses, which suppress other native
wildflowers. Yellow rattle is loved by conservationists,
because it enables more wildflowers to flourish in hay
meadows. So if we can establish yellow rattle in our
verges, the tall grasses will grow less tall, and pretty
flowers will have a better chance to establish. The
flowers of yellow rattle are pollinated by large bees,
and then form inflated seed pods. When these ripen
and dry, the seed inside rattles around. In the past, farmers used this sound as their
cue to cut the hay.
So, over a period of three days back in November, four of our team set to work with
a mower, scarifier and yellow rattle seeds. The grass was mowed short, then the soil
was roughened up with a scarifier borrowed from the Nature Recovery Network, a
project managed by Catriona. Then 100g of yellow rattle seeds were scattered on
this seed bed. We obtained our seed from various sources, and spent £20 to
purchase some. One of our team even brought some yellow rattle seed back from
the island of Iona!
It was a lot of hard work, and the timing of sowing this seed was later in the year
than ideal.
However, we can but hope that this summer, the yellow rattle begins to shake, rattle
and roll!
— Rosey Hollinrake
wildaboutkennington@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/wildaboutkennington
Information gleaned from www.plantlife.org.uk
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Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme Update
We are approaching a major milestone for people living at flood risk in Oxford. We will submit our
planning application for the scheme shortly. This will be checked by the local planning authority,
Oxfordshire County Council, before they hold a public consultation on our plans, which will be
available to view on Oxfordshire County Council’s planning portal. In the meantime, we would like
to take this opportunity to remind you of the design updates shared in May 2021.
The Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme will create a new stream with wetland wildlife corridor to the
west of Oxford to allow more flood water to move through fields rather than built up areas, and so
reduce flood risk in the city and surrounding areas. You can find more detailed information on our
webpage:
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/thames/oxfordscheme/
If you have any further questions that aren’t covered on our webpage or frequently asked
questions, please email us at oxfordscheme@environment-agency.gov.uk.
You can sign up for newsletter updates by emailing us, and follow us on social media on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
— Ross Lewis, Communications Support Officer

Kennington Festival Group
The group met on Monday 10th January, our first meeting in 2022. Everyone was pleased to be
able to meet up and we welcomed a new visitor who has decided to become a new member.
Our Christmas tea afternoon was well received, and everyone went home with a small present.
One of our leading ladies led all members in a Hand Bell Ringing activity which was enjoyed by one
and all.
As we go forward into the New Year, we look forward to meeting new people and we would be
delighted to see you.
We meet fortnightly on a Monday afternoon from 2 to 4 p.m. to enjoy a social get together. It is
also somewhere to meet others to have a chat and enjoy a cup of tea and cake. We play a short
game of Bingo, which keeps our brains ticking over, and have a small raffle. All are welcome so do
pop in to see us.
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Our next meetings are on:
•

7th and 21st February

•

7th March

We have one or two voluntary drivers who will transport you if you have mobility problems. If you
would like more information please contact me.
— Margaret Biggs 07540755711 or email dottiedora@gmail.com

From the Editor
Welcome to February, the month of love and St
Valentine’s Day. The days are getting longer and by
the next Chronicle, we shall be in Spring time! That
is something to look forward to of course!
In the meantime, the February Chronicle brings you
news of all the voluntary activities in the village
that have re-started in the new year. Already, they
seem very active and busy and we all hope that the
number of Covid infections continues to decrease
so clubs and societies can function at near-normal
levels.
Sadly, we record the death of George Ross,
someone who contributed hugely to this village in
many different ways. There are beautiful tributes
from his friend and former Chairman of the Parish
Council, Peter Biggs, as well as from the History Society which George founded and with which he
had a long association. Our front cover pays tribute to George and his dear wife, Carole, to whom
we extend our deepest sympathies. Those of you who live in Ross Court should know that George
was the man whose contribution to the village was recognised in the naming of that residence.
I leave you with a little bit of “love” to lighten the day and maybe to share with someone special in
your life!
— Amena Sutton
Love Is Ever. . .
Poet: John McLeod, d. 2006
Love is ever where the heart will find it
No matter how unlikely seems the place,
Love will wrap each moment warm around it
And wear a gentle smile upon its face,
Love, itself, is without limitations
For it alone will find its place of rest,
Thus, finding Love, reject all imitations
And smiling know how well your days are blessed.

46

Kennington Village Diary
The Village diary is now maintained as an online Google Calendar, updated
whenever new information is provided. Go to:
https://kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/diary/
to see the most up to date version and to see the submission instructions
or scan this QR code to avoid the typing!
Tue 1 Feb 2022
7:30pm
Parish Council Planning Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Wed 2 Feb 2022
10:30am
Coffee Talk by Author Merryn Williams
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Description: Coffee at 10:30 am. Talk begins at 11:00 am
2pm
Kennington Festival Group
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Description: Tea, cakes, bingo, raffle - all welcome
Mon 7 Feb 2022
2pm
Kennington Festival Group
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Description: Tea, cakes, bingo, raffle - all welcome
Thu 10 Feb 2022
7:30pm
Parish Council Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Mon 21 Feb 2022
2pm
Kennington Festival Group
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Description: Tea, cakes, bingo, raffle - all welcome
7:30pm
Parish Council Planning Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Every Tuesday in February
11am
Table Tennis Club
Venue: Kennington Youth Club, Kennington youth club, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Description: - Cost £2:00 per session - All equipment provided - Contact: Roy King 01865
735864
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and
suitability. All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator
by the 10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial
Committee in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Formats and other information:
Measurements
Per year
Size
Per month
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
width×height
(11 issues)
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising
£12
£70
⅛ page 100×70 mm
Coordinator, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford,
¼ page 100×145 mm
£20
£110
OX1 5QY adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
½ page 205×145 mm
£30
£200

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor
reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to
include name and contact details. Formats, automated reminders and more:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the Distribution
Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End)
01865 326519
Ken Rae (South End) 07747 608490

distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Copyright Ⓒ Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submitters
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