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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.rskbenefice.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

robertglenny@gmail.com 01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)

rsk.benefice@gmail.com 07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD 01865 327974
Rev Glynis Beckett 01235 529505
Rev Tony Rogerson 01235 550214

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nick Horn 85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY 01865 739437

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum 73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN 01865 739758

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.rskbenefice.org) for up to date information

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999

POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101

NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111

County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209

Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353

Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060

Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911

Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com

OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422

OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111

OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802

Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126

St Swithun’s CE Primary school...........office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk..........01865 415105

Village Centre Bookings.......................hallmanagerkvh@gmail.com........................07843 743718

Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422

What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z

2

mailto:peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
mailto:office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
mailto:sylvbuckingham@gmail.com
mailto:sylvbuckingham@gmail.com
mailto:sybuck@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident
http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/
http://www.stswithunskennington.org/
mailto:rsk.benefice@gmail.com
mailto:robertglenny@gmail.com
http://www.stswithunskennington.org/


St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.rskbenefice.org

We have recently become the delighted owners of a disobedient, selectively deaf, vocal but totally
adorable Cavapoo. We are besotted and I  am sure our conversations (consisting mainly of his
latest triumphs) must be boring folk to death. As he is the first dog we have ever had, we are
having to learn every day how to care for him – what food and how much, bathing, brushing,
dental hygiene and so on, and we are frequent visitors to the vet. He is extremely friendly and
absolutely loves all the visitors we get daily to care for my mother. He has brought us new life and
joy and unconditional love. 

Do you remember the saying from a while ago, ‘A dog is for life, not just for Christmas’? A salutary
warning about the responsibility of love and care that a dog – indeed any animal – needs and
deserves.

Of course, there is another, similar, saying ‘Jesus is for life, not just for Christmas’. 

Although it may seem strange to mention Christmas just as we are about to celebrate Easter, the
whole point is that without Christmas there would be no Easter, and without Easter there is no
point in celebrating Christmas. Our lives are tied up in the two events, and our faith comes from
the certain knowledge that Easter commemorates Jesus rising from the dead – to conquer death
and sin, to bring us life eternal. Jesus is not just for our lifetime. He wants to give us life in all its
fullness. He wants to bring exquisite joy amongst the sadness, to show us new and exciting ways to
be His people when our paths seem to be blocked with Covid, greed and war. He wants to help us
to love one another wholeheartedly even when we are tired, or find another person difficult to get
on with. Jesus wants to bring an explosion of colour into our lives, even when everything we see
and hear is grey, murky, underhand, unfeeling or treacherous. 

Jesus’ love is unconditional, free and for everyone, and we get just a glimpse of the power of that
love through the love of each other, and perhaps a little dog.

Why not join us at a service over the days leading up to Easter Sunday and experience the joy of
the  love  of  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  Go  to  our  webpage  for  service  details  throughout  the
Benefice.

With blessings and prayers for a more peaceful world.

— Rev Glynis Beckett

Services in April

3rd April 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

10th April 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

17th April
Easter Sunday

9:30 a.m. Communion Celebration

24th April 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion 

For details of services during Holy Week please check the website or the notice boards.

Children’s Church

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our 
Sunday morning services except on the third Sunday when there is Messy Church.
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Little Lambs  A group for pre-school children and their carers runs on a Wednesday morning in
term time from 9:15-11:00 a.m.

The Community Larder runs on a Wednesday afternoon 3:00-4:30 p.m. Larder open with café and
play area. 4:30-5:30 p.m. Larder closed. 5:30-6:15 p.m. Larder open (no café and play area)

Foodbank Collection

Contributions for the Foodbank can be left in the box at the back of church or in the vicarage 
porch before 10:00 a.m. on the 1st of the month.

What does Jesus look like?

If you’ve ever been into St Swithun’s church, you’ve probably noticed the wooden crucifix hanging
above the altar, and the large stone mural of Jesus on the back wall. But have you ever wondered
how Jesus is depicted in artwork from Africa, Asia or Latin America?

In the back  right  corner  of  church at  the moment,  you’ll  find a display  of  a  number  of  very
different images of Jesus, from all around the world, covering a range of themes and styles. The
images are from a series entitled “The Christ We Share”, and there’s an accompanying booklet
with artistic and historical background, and also prompts for prayer and reflection.

The Church is open during the day so please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you 
would like to. There are resources in the prayer corner which we hope you may find useful. You are

also welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
Rev. Peter Powers
Superintendent Minister and Minister at Wesley Memorial Church Oxford-based
Oxford Methodist Circuit
Tel. 07941 328155

Methodist Church Services for April
3rd April Mr Paul Spray

10th April Palm Sunday - Reverend Peter Powers (Holy Communion)

17th April Easter day – Mr Alistair Jackson

24th April Local Arrangement

A Coffee Morning will be held in the Church on Tuesday 12th April from 10:00 a.m.

Holy Week at Hinksey Catholic Parish - Services

14th April – Maundy Thursday 8 p.m. Holy Rood Church

15th April – Good Friday 3 p.m. Holy Rood Church

16th April – Easter Vigil 8 p.m. Holy Rood Church

17th April – Easter Sunday 9:15 a.m. Our Lady of the Rosary and

11:15 a.m. Holy Rood Church

Contact Maria Brown (Parish Administrator) Tel 01865 247986

Website: www.hinkseyparish.org Email: office@hinkseyparish.org
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Open Gardens 2022: A Date for your Diary

It’s four years since we last had an Open Gardens Day in Kennington. Now, after the last two
difficult years of the pandemic,  we are planning to celebrate green-fingered Kennington again
with:

OPEN GARDENS 2022 - SUNDAY 26th JUNE

So please put the date in your diary. As usual there will be a varied range of gardens for you to see
and enjoy, maybe offering you some ideas for what you could do in your own gardens. Of course,
Open Gardens also means tea and cakes, plants for you to buy and a great atmosphere in the
village.

Help us build a LIBRARY FOR ALL in Mumias West, Kenya

All the money raised on this occasion will be donated to The Nasio Trust, the Abingdon-based
charity  run by the wonderful  and dynamic Nancy Hunt,  which supports a  community in rural
Western Kenya. The money will be ear-marked for the building of a community library in Mumias
County, one of the main aims of which will be to instil a love of reading in the local children and
promote literacy in the wider community.

Full details of the Open Gardens Day will be published in the June Chronicle. Meanwhile, do make
a note of the date. And if you would like to open your own garden or would be willing to help out
in  any  way  on  that  day,  please  get  in  touch  with  me  on  326519  or  emailing
marilyn.farr16@gmail.com.

— Marilyn Farr

Kennington Youth Club
Our Young Leaders have been working really hard at the Juniors session and they have nearly
completed their DofE hours. Meanwhile some of our older members have been taking part in a
free eight week Parkour course in conjunction with Justice in Motion and Esprit Concrete. You may
have seen them on Saturday morning's leaping around outside the building. Finally, exciting news -
we're  restructuring our  sessions,  so our  timings  will  soon change.  Please keep an  eye on our
website and around the village for  updated information.  Look out  for  our  special  article next
month. 50:50 Draw winners will be announced online.

— Roy Peach
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

Mental Health Awareness

Last term, the school had a week focused on Mental Health Awareness. In each
class there were discussions and we watched videos based on different aspects
such as what mental health is, the different feelings we can experience and identity. The whole
school did some homework based on what helps our mental health. 

Talking is one of the best ways to share any worries we have. Therefore, every pupil was asked to
create a hot air balloon and write down on it the names of all the people who they felt they could
talk to if they were feeling down. A hot air balloon was chosen because it represented worries
floating away. On the basket, the children wrote down other ways in which they can help their
mental health: read a book, play sport, watch television and drawing. 

The children, who put a lot of effort into their work, had two weeks to produce their hot air 
balloon. Below is a picture of Cedar Class’ masterpieces for you to enjoy!

— Cedar Class
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Friends of St Swithun’s School (FOSS)

FOSS are delighted to announce that they will be holding their  May Fair on  Saturday 21st May,
from 12 noon-3 p.m. on the school fields. Entry is free, and everyone is extremely welcome to join
us for a day filled with fun stalls, delicious food and drink, and great entertainment. There will be
bouncy castles and ball ponds for the kids, as well as our ever-popular Test Your Strength Machine,
Hook a Duck, Whack a Rat, and many others. Our BBQ will be serving delicious hot food, alongside
homemade vegetarian pakoras and Turkish refreshments, plus we have a fully licensed bar serving
real ale, cold lager, Prosecco, Pimm’s and soft drinks, so grab a picnic blanket and relax while the
kids play. All profits go towards funding school projects to benefit every pupil.

The May Fair wouldn’t happen without the support of the wonderful Kennington community. If
you’d like to get more involved, then please get in touch by emailing charlotte.buxton@oup.com.
Could you help out on a stall for a couple of hours on the day? Would you like to donate to our
cake or plant stalls? Or are you able to offer a prize for our Grand Raffle? If so, we would love to
hear from you!

FOSS are also holding a Plant Sale after school from 3pm on Friday 1st April. Prices will start from
20p and any unsold plants will be moving to the Apple Café on 2nd April to be sold to the wider
community. We would love any donations of plants, cuttings, and seedlings, and are taking these
from Monday 28th March. For more information, please email katy.jay@gmail.com

If you shop online, there are ways of helping FOSS to raise money at no extra cost to yourself! We
are registered with  easyfundraising, meaning that over 6000 shops and sites will  donate to us
when you use easyfundraising to shop with them.

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if
you  could  take  a  moment  to  sign  up  and  support  us.  It’s  completely  FREE  and  only  takes  a
moment.

You can find our easyfundraising page at:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofstswithuns/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=gs-e1

If shopping through Amazon, please also consider using Amazon Smile, Amazon’s own charity. For
every purchase you make Amazon will make a small donation to Friends of St Swithun’s. You can
use the below link when you visit Amazon, or enable the feature on the Amazon App.

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148098-0

These donations really help us and all you have to do is use easyfundraising or Amazon Smile when
you’re ordering the things you’ll be buying anyway.

Thank you so much!
— FOSS Committee
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Healthwatch Oxfordshire ...

...is recruiting new Trustees

Want to help us make health and care better in Oxfordshire?

Healthwatch Oxfordshire is the independent champion for people who use health and social care
services across the county. We are here to find out what matters to people and help make sure
their views shape the services they need. 

If you care about the way local health and care services are run and can spare some time to help
get the right services to the people who really need them, please think about joining us as a
Trustee. 

This is a voluntary role and a really exciting opportunity to make a difference!

To find out more about the role and how to apply see:

www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk/news/becomeatrustee

You can also contact us for more information on 01865 520520 or at:

hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk

Apple Café

This month at Apple Café we are celebrating 10 years since the café first opened its doors to
provide a space to build community spirit in Kennington. We will be celebrating with free cake and
tea or coffee for everyone on 7th & 9th April. Everyone is welcome, even if you've never been
before, so if you want to enjoy a quality cafetière of coffee from Jericho Coffee Traders, and a slice
of cake, then do come along. 

As well as our 10th anniversary celebrations we also continue with our regular activities.

John is around on Saturday 23rd April for classic board games, so come along to challenge him, or
even play your first game of cribbage, chess or scrabble. All ages welcome.

Knitter Natter will be on Thursday 7th April, and on Saturday 16th April, with child friendly knitting
needles for the Saturday, for any children wanting to pick up a new skill.

Saturday 2nd April FOSS (Friends of St Swithun’s School) will be at the café to sell plants to raise
funds for St Swithun’s School.

More volunteers are always welcome, as well as new ideas. So if you have a craft you'd like to
share, or want to raise money for a particular charity, then just drop us an email, or see us in the
café.

— Emily Gooding
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KITCHEN KORNER!

‘NO BAKE’ BIRD’S NEST CRISPY CAKES FOR EASTER

This recipe is for families to make together and have fun! Makes 12.

You will need...

• 150g dark chocolate

• 50g butter

• 2 tablespoons honey

• 100g rice krispies or cornflakes

• 36 multicoloured mini eggs – no sampling before making the cakes!

Get the kids or grand-kids to:

1. Line muffin tins with paper muffin cases.

2. Cut/break  up the  chocolate  into small  pieces  into  a
microwavable bowl.

3. Add the butter and honey into the bowl and put in the
microwave.

4. Heat  the  mixture  in  short  bursts  and  stirring  in
between until the chocolate melts.

5. Add the rice krispies or cornflakes and mix well.

6. Spoon the mixture into the muffin cases.

7. Quickly press down in the centre of the cakes with the back of a
spoon to make a little hollow for the eggs.

8. Put 3 mini eggs into each nest

9. Chill for 1 hour to let the nests set.

Police Community Support - Have Your Say Event

Come  along  and  meet  your  Police  Community  Support  in  the  Kennington  Village  Centre  at
3.00 p.m. on Wednesday 6th April 2022. This event will be an opportunity for local residents to
pop along to say hello and discuss any issues or concerns, as well as to seek crime prevention
advice. I shall look forward to seeing you there.

— Maddison Highmoor C9751

Police Community Support Officer
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

For children
The library will be open throughout the school holidays, other than Good Friday 15th April and

Easter Monday 18th April. So come along and borrow lots of books and choose from the activities
available to take home (Word Search, Colouring and Craft ideas).

COFFEE TALKS

Events held in the Main Hall at the new start time of 11a.m.
Books are available at each talk and signed on request!

Wednesday 6th April: Julie Anderson 
11am for coffee 11:30am for talk

Oracle is the second novel in Julie’s thriller series. 
She will introduce you to both novels. Julie was a Senior Civil Ser-
vant. She was at the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, the In-
land Revenue, Treasury Solicitors and the Commission for Equality
and Human Rights.  Plague not only explores the murky under-
world of the Westminster bubble but also the world beneath your
feet in London. 

Please support Julie, who will be travelling from Clapham,
London for this event

Wednesday 4th May: Angela Cecil Reid
11am for coffee 11:30am for talk

Angela  says:  What  connects  Howard  Carter,  Tutankhamun  and  my

novel Nile Cat? The answer is Mary Tyssen-Amherst, always known to her

friends and my family as May. Without May’s parents, William and Mar-

garet Tyssen-Amherst of Didlington Hall in West Norfolk, it is unlikely that

Howard Carter would have ever gone to Egypt. Come and find out why!

Saturday 9th April 10am - 12noon - Board Games Club 

Back by popular demand! Play games in French or English.
For ages 7 years to adult. Free event, but donations welcome. Bring a
friend or make some new ones! Bring a game or select from the ones

provided. Booking appreciated to manage numbers.
Will be held in the main hall.

Date for your diary: May’s event will be on 7th.

Easter Opening: The library will be closed Good Friday 15th April and Easter Monday 18th April.

Date for your diary: FOKL AGM Thursday 23rd June 7:30pm at St Swithun’s church hall.

Look out for updates: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

FOKL Chair: John Argyle:  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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Kennington History Society

On the 21st of February we had a successful AGM which was hybrid in as much as most met in
person in the Methodist  Church and others joined us virtually.  We are likely to maintain this
format at least for the next couple of months or so.

We now have a new committee but lack a secretary following the retirement of Jean Holt who was
given flowers to thank her for her many years of work for the Society. Do we have a volunteer out
there? The duties are mainly to take minutes at committee meetings and other meetings.

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  invite  Kennington  residents  in  general  to  try  attending  our
meetings?  Many have attended once on a taster basis and then having liked what they have seen
have attended thereafter. At the time of writing, we are looking forward to a talk by Katherine
Bradley on "Nineteenth century women travellers and explorers".

In April we have a talk by Mark Davies on "Oxford's 400 year old Botanic Gardens, notable keepers,
visitors  and  events".  All  talks  start  at  7:45  p.m.  on  the  third  Monday  of  the  month  in  the
Methodist Church off Upper Road.  All are very welcome; non members are charged £2.50 per
person. 

— Bob Johnston

Flying the flag for Kennington!

In November 2020, Kennington gained 3 new residents - Dan, Gary & Joe. We quickly grew fond of
the village and have played an increasingly active part in village life. 

We are all season ticket holders at Oxford City FC, who currently play in the National League South,
three leagues below Oxford United. Early last year, we designed a flag to celebrate our love for
both the club and the village we now call home, branding ourselves the “Kennington Hoops”. Our
thanks go to the Parish Council for providing their logo. The flag now accompanies us to games
across the south of England, travelling as far as St Albans, Eastbourne, Bath and Dartford, and is

also displayed proudly during home games at Oxford City’s ground in Marston. 

The lower part of the flag - “We Want Chips” - is a tongue-in-cheek protest against the club’s
caterers, who’ve failed to include chips on the match-day menu throughout the ten years we’ve
attended matches, something we hope the flag might help to change!

Oxford City currently occupy the play-off spots near the top of the league, so here’s hoping that
City can secure promotion allowing us to fly the flag at a host of new stadiums next year and
beyond. In the meantime, if any Kennington residents find themselves at an Oxford City game
please come over and say hello!

— Dan, Joe, Gary
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Kennington Athletic Football Club

Congratulations! - To the Under 13s and Men’s first team on reaching their

respective county cup finals. The U13s final will be played against Binfield at
Burnham on 3rd April.10 a.m. Kick Off.
Men’s 1st team final will be against SB Phoenix at Newport Pagnell on 12th April.
3 p.m. Kick Off.

Result and Fixtures – February/March/April

Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)

Date Team Opposition Score Kennington Goals
Sat 19.2.22 Men’s 1st Bure Park Postponed

Men’s Res Marston Saints Res Won 5-1 Foley Sercombe, 
Henry Bone, Jacob 
Hitchcock, Keiron 
Hughes, Sam Ricketts

Sat 26.2.22 Men’s 1st Yarnton Won 2-0 Louis Palfrey, James 
Smith

Men's Res Chinnor Res Won 3-1 Jordon Blackstock, 
Foley Sercombe, Billy
Wilson

Sat 5.3.22 Men's 1st Eynsham Won 5-0 Rob Cattell, Frank 
Haines, Engli Zenelli 
x2, Matty Crossan

Men's Res Bicester Town Colts 
Dev

Won 10-0 Bailey Bone, Dec 
Clerkin, Jack Cripps, 
Oscar Griffiths x5, 
Billy Wilson x2

Sat 12.3.22 Men's 1st Aston Clinton Won 3-2 Frank Haines, Josh 
Nicholls, Louis 
Palfrey

Sun 06.03.22 U12 St Edmunds Won 2-1

U13 Yellows Slough - County Cup Won 6-0

U13 Green

U14 Rose Hill Lost 8-0

U16 Purley Jubilee Lost 1-0

Sun 13.03.22 U12 Crowmarsh Youth Lost 7-3

U13 Yellows Didcot Town Won 3-2

U13 Green

U14 Ardington & 
Lockinge

Lost 4-0

U16 Kinston Colts Won 3-0
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Men’s Fixtures: (Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2.30 p.m )

Date Team Opposition Home/Away
26.03.22 1st No Game

Res Saxton Rovers Res H

02.04.22 1st Marston Saints H

Res No Game

09.04.22 1st – County 
Cup Final

SB Phoenix Newport Pagnall 
3pm KO

Res No Game

16.04.22 1st Charlton Utd A

Res - Cup 
Semi Final

Launton Sports Res H - 2pm KO

Youth Fixtures: (Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15)

(Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12)

Date Team Opposition Home/Away
U9 Oxford Blackbirds A
U10 Yellows Oxford Blackbirds H

27.03.22 U11 Green Banbury United H
u11 Yellows Bicester Town Colts A
U12 Crowmarsh Youth A
U13 Yellow Didcot Town A

U16 Crowmarsh Youth H

02.04.22 U8 Yellows OSAA H
U10 Yellows Kingston Colts H

03.04.22 U11 Green Clanfield A
U11 Yellows Cholsey Bluebirds H

Kennington Strollers – short gentle walks

We shall be resuming our short walks on Wednesday 4th May, at 2:00 p.m. meeting in the Playing
Field, Playfield Road.

If you would like to join us please let me know by telephoning or emailing Rosemary:

01865 735419 or email gardneraldgate@outlook.com

These walks are primarily for anyone who is managing a long term health condition or who have
mobility problems which might make walking difficult or slow. We meet in the playing field to walk
gentle laps. Do as many or as few laps as you are able to manage, then take a rest and have a chat.

We also welcome people who would like to support the group by coming along to walk alongside
walkers, just to chat and be sociable after the walk. If you would like some sociable company and a
gentle walk, please do join us! 

Wednesdays in May at 2:00 p.m. - Playing field, Playfield Road
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Detective George E Farley Returns...

The Lost Hat: Part Two

Dear fine readers of the Kennington Chronicle,

Time is short - especially at my age - so I will waste no time in jumping back into our most recent
investigation – the case of the lost hat. If you missed the previous edition of the Chronicle, then let
me briefly recap the case, thus far…

After putting the case of the Phantom Caller temporarily on hold due to a lack of compelling leads,
Basil and I had taken an afternoon trip to the Tandem pub. After a few too many delicious pints of
stout, we’d woken up the next day with fuzzy heads and even fuzzier fur. It was then that I noticed
that  my  favourite  hat,  that  I’d  been  wearing  during  the  previous  evening’s  debauchery,  was
missing. After our favourite hangover cures of a fried breakfast and a juicy bone, respectively, we
set out to retrace the previous evening’s movements. 

You re-join Basil and I heading to Bagley Wood, where I had vaguely recalled, through the mist of a
drunken haze, removing my hat to try and spin it on my finger like Fred Astaire, to try and impress
Basil. I remember his unamused face and him pulling at the lead as if to say, ‘come on, you silly old
bean, can we please get on with the walk?’ 

We returned to the exact spot where I remembered this shameful display. Lo and behold, there
was a note attached to a nearby tree. The note said:

‘Missing something?’

And on the reverse, read:

‘Go to the shop. Not the worst one, but the…’ 

Never one to dismiss a game of wits, I thought about the clue. Basil thought about how his bone
was still waiting for him at home. Not the worst one, but the-

“Best One!” I nearly shouted out loud. “Of course.”

I headed to the Best One convenience store, at the end of Kenville Road, and what do you suppose
I saw attached to the Parish Notice Board outside? Another small yellow note, with the same neat,
flowing cursive. It read:

‘Finished shopping? You best get hopping, to the most fortunate utensils in town.’ 

Basil and I sat on the bench and quizzed over this quandary.  Fortune utensils?  Whatever did it
mean? Then I laughed and clapped my hands together in unabashed glee. Ten minutes later, Basil
and I arrived at the Lucky Chopsticks takeaway. And would you believe it, just to the right of the
entrance, was another note. This one read:

‘Peckish? Why not order yourself a number 139?’

Barely able to contain my fascination and excitement by this point, I barrelled into the takeaway,
half-frightening the poor cashier to death. 

“I’ll take a number 139.” I said, brimming with anticipation. 
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The woman rolled her eyes, reached under the desk, and pulled out a small yellow note. I looked
at her with confusion. 

“Our menu only goes up to 138,” the cashier said. “She said you’d be in.”

Taking the note, half-disappointed that I wasn’t actually going to be receiving Chinese food and
considering ordering a portion of sweet-and-sour chicken balls, I read what it had to say.

‘You solved that fast, but I thought you’d be faster. Perhaps it’s time the Apprentice became the
Master… Come and get your hat! Much love,  the Phantom Caller’.  On the back, there was an
address. What a thrill! 

I can reveal that ten minutes later, I was reunited with my Lucky Hat and I was being acquainted
with a new friend. Two cases, solved in one. It was a new record. I should drink stout more often! 

Tune in to the next issue, where I will introduce you to this friend and, I’m excited to say, the
newest member of the George E. Farley Detective Agency…

1st Kennington Guides

We continued our engineering theme in our unit meetings, building submarines that could sink
and  rise.  We  celebrated  World  Thinking
Day,  an  international  event  marking  the
birthday of Scouting and Guiding founder
Lord  Robert  Baden-Powell  and  of  Lady
Olave  Baden-Powell,  his  wife  and  World
Chief Guide. We learnt about the Guiding
World Centres, enjoyed food from Mexico

and India, made African paper beads and sang Swiss songs.

We are planning a Dragon’s Den popcorn pitch. The Guides will  be making
their hopefully delicious flavours to try to impress the judging panel. Also we
will be finishing our engineering activities by creating a giant marble run.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or 1stkenningtonguides@gmail.com. More information, including opportunities for girls outside of
our age range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk

Thames District Guides – Table Top Sale

A huge thank you to all those who supported our recent and very successful Table Top Sale. It was
great to meet old friends again and welcome new faces. With our best ever cake stall, there will be
a few extra inches on the waists of Kennington residents! Girlguiding welcomes both girls and
leaders. If you are interested, please visit the website, https://www.girlguiding.org.uk

— Liz Gaskell
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Hope for Hedgehogs

In Kennington, we like to be ahead of the game, so we are giving everyone advance warning of:

Hedgehog awareness week: Sunday 1st to Saturday 7th May

In 2020 hedgehogs were put on the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red
List  as  vulnerable  to extinction in  the UK.  In  February,  the State  of  Britain’s  Hedgehogs 2022
report, showed that in towns there is a stable population showing signs of recovery. This highlights
the  importance  of  gardens  and  local  action  by  people  like  you,  who  can  become  Hedgehog
Champions.

So, is your garden ready to help the hedgehogs?

The most important thing that anyone can do, is to ensure that Mr and Mrs Tiggywinkle can visit
your garden. How are they going to get in? Can they scrabble under your fence from the next-door
garden?  Or  are  all  your  garden boundaries  blocked by  impenetrable  walls  and fence running
boards?

This is what you need to create: a hedgehog hole!

If you need help with opening up a ‘Hedgehog Hole’ we are here to help. The idea is to create
Hedgehog Highways that link up the gardens in Kennington. This would enable the hedgehogs to
help us all in our gardens and reduce the risk of them being squashed on the roads. 

Several  members of  Wild about Kennington are becoming Hedgehog Champions.  They can be
contacted using this email: wildaboutkennington@gmail.com if you’d like some help with making
your  hedgehog hole,  or  if  you’d  like  to  join  in  linking  up  with  your  neighbours  on  behalf  of
hedgehogs.

As well as the nationwide initiative, ‘Hedgehog Street’, these local champions have a map, which is
more detailed, onto which the location of dens and hedgehog holes can be plotted. This will help
build  up  a  good  picture  of  how  our  hedgehog  highways  are  developing.  Here  is  weblink:
www.tinyurl.com/babw2rpv 

Submit your sightings and the locations of hedgehog holes and dens, with dates and accurate 
locations, by using the online forms (for live or dead sightings: www.tinyurl.com/5ax6dmc9; for 
hedgehog hole and den locations: www.tinyurl.com/5765wxs6). To watch a video explainer for 
how to get an accurate location, click here: www.tinyurl.com/2ennsb3m. You can also email Sylfest
on smuldal@gmail.com if you need help with all of this.

As a lazy gardener, I like to help wildlife and myself, by deferring the ‘putting the garden to bed for 
the winter’ job, until spring. So, I do no winter tidying up. I let fallen leaves stay on the flowerbeds 
(but not the lawn) and allow dying foliage to remain. Helpful insects can then survive the winter 
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amongst this snug duvet that I’ve given them. The leaves gradually contribute to making 
mycorrhizal fungus, which some gardeners spend money on buying! 

I am now doing my spring tidy up, removing the dead foliage to the compost heap. While delving 
into the depths of a large ornamental grass in my front garden, I felt something sharp, Ouch! Yes, it
was a hedgehog, happily snoozing away beneath all the fallen leaves that had gathered there. 
Wow!

How easy is that, to get a hedgehog to take up residence in your garden! Simply work with nature! 
Hedgehogs love to eat slugs. Don’t use poisonous slug pellets, which kill hedgehogs. I use ‘organic 
slug pellets’ which have iron phosphate in them, and wool pellets. A combination of these two 
methods works fine for me. You need to follow the instructions properly.

We have a couple of shallow ponds, made out of bowls sunk into the garden, with oxygenating 
weed in them. We’ve put small stones and pebbles at one end, so hedgehogs can climb out if they 
fall in. This helps bird too, to have somewhere to drink from.

So, if you hope to hear the happy snuffling of hedgehogs on a late Summer’s evening in your 
garden do consider these ideas. If the habitat is right, they will visit you.

— Rosey Hollinrake

WildaboutKennington@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/wildaboutkennington

Wild About Kennington

Notice of the Annual General Meeting

This will  be held on Monday 25th April  at 8:00 p.m. in St Swithun’s Church. All
residents of Kennington are welcome to attend.

We shall conduct the official business of the AGM, review our activities and achievements since
we formed in 2020, and hope to answer questions from residents.

— Rosey Hollinrake

WildaboutKennington@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/wildaboutkennington 
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3rd Kennington Brownies

It’s the build up until Easter break now and the Brownies have been cramming
in all kinds of activities. Do you think that Brownies can become designers or
architects? Of  course they can! The girls each had a cardboard box to design and make their
‘greatest place on earth’ inside the box! The photo of their boxes will give you an idea of their
creativity. One Brownie’s greatest place was – wait for it – Macdonalds! I can certainly vouch for
their sweet chilli chicken wrap and coffee!

‘Making a change in the world’. In deep discussion with the
Brownies, there was talk about the impact on animals in the
changing world.  In particular,  they discussed how harmful
the plastic is in the ocean for all the marine creatures. Also
they had great concerns about the poaching of ivory from
our majestic elephants, wild animals that are killed for their
skins or medicinal purposes and about the people who were
involved  in  this  travesty.  We  must  all,  and  in  particular,
Brownies, protect these animals in making our voices heard
in any way we can.

After Easter, there will be more news about the Jubilee Badge that the girls will be
working on. This chance, to proudly wear their badge, may not come again for
many, many years. What a privilege!

So happy hunting for Easter eggs, girls! I am sure that there will be many chocolate
faces on the streets of Kennington.

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can  join  at  any  time  of  the  year.  Please  contact  Angie  on:  07758  756204  or
3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com. More information on Girlguiding and Brownies can be found
at www.girlguiding.org.uk

Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild

InvItes you to An open evenIng
on

Tuesday 17th May 2022 from 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.

at

Kennington Methodist Church (Upper Road, Kennington, OX1 5LR)

Local speaker - “Smocking Dots to German Cloths”

(A romp through 20th Century Embroidery)

Tea/Coffee/Cakes

For further information please contact:
M.Biggs e-mail: dottiedora@gmail.com

or L.Page e-mail: lindacpage@yahoo.co.uk 

29

mailto:lindacpage@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dottiedora@gmail.com
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
mailto:3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com


30



40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea Scouts – Beaver Colony

It has been a busy couple of weeks since our Beaver colony came back from their
half term break.  

We were fortunate in that our first meeting back fell  on Shrove Tuesday. We had a very busy
kitchen with  Butterfly  and  Peacock  doing  an  awesome job  in  helping  our  young  people  take
turns to make pancakes and then cover them in lots of yummy toppings like jam and maple syrup. 

Those out of the kitchen got the chance to practise their skills flipping some pretend pancakes in
preparation for  the real  thing.  They were also able to make the most of  the indoor space by
playing the newly named “stick swapper game”. 

This week saw us take our first steps towards the Navigator badge with some geography themed
activities at the Scout headquarters.  First up, the Beavers got to grips with their cardinal points,
and worked up a sweat, by running around the hut to the North, South, East, and West walls.  

After that they became mini cartographers, drawing out maps of Kennington and picking out all
the main features of our village. Starting with a map of the main roads and the location of the
Scout HQ, it was up to our young people to discover where some of their favourite places were
and draw them in. 

The Beavers worked together brilliantly within their lodges to collaborate on giant maps and add
road names, their own houses and other key features like the War Memorial, Bagley Wood, and
the Isis. Lots of effort went in to making sure they were able to use all the coloured pens available,
and it was wonderful to see all the future Scouts understanding how everything fits together in
two dimensions.

The Beavers who took their maps home now have a great resource to ensure they can find their
way to school in the mornings!

This year we are all looking forward to getting a very special badge – the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Badge!

— Tamsin (Alpaca), Beaver Colony Assistant

We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time  to  get  to  know  the  kids  in  our  community  and  have  fun  yourself  at:
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
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Kennington Women’s Institute

As always, our March meeting was a more formal affair, being our Annual General Meeting. We
heard details of our accounts and agreed to appoint an external examiner for the forthcoming
year.  The  President  gave  her  address  for  2021  and  the  Secretary’s  report  on  behalf  of  the
Committee was read to our members. Members responsible for various duties were agreed and a
special  thank  you  given  to  Mary  Tilston  for  continuing  to  play  the  piano  for  our  singing  of
“Jerusalem” at the start of our meetings. It is understood that we are possibly the only Institute in
Oxfordshire who continue to do this.

Our Speaker, Martin Hickman, gave a very engaging talk entitled “The Association of Dunkirk Little
Ships”.  Martin  explained  about  the  requisition  of  the  small  craft  by  the  Admiralty  who  then
stripped down anything that was not absolutely necessary so that the ships could take as many
soldiers as possible and bring them back to England. We heard about the difficulties and the
dangers  that  these  ships  experienced.  Apparently,  “Dynamo”  was  expected  to  rescue  30,000
troops but, against all the odds, over 500,000 men were taken to safety. Some of the little ships
are still sailing today and they are involved in charity work and will play an important part of the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations at Windsor in June.

Kennington Women’s Institute is looking forward to a new year filled with entertaining speakers,
friendship  and  laughter.  Details  of  our  meetings  are  available  on  the  W.I.  web  page  in  the
Kennington village web site : www.kennington-pc.gov.uk.

Why not come and join us?
— Maureen Palma

New Year’s Day Walk (NYDW) 2022

NYDW 22 was a little different to previous years – including me losing the plot at the point when
we were due to enter the Memorial Field en route to the entrance to Bagley Wood – perhaps
more of that later?

As usual, we gathered at the Village Centre Car Park for what has become the normal start of
event briefing, which included a brief history of Kennington since it became a civil parish in 1936. 

It is understood from local folk lore, that the then Parish Council arranged a walk around its new
parish boundary, including a Beating the Bounds ceremony, to celebrate this historic event.

In August 1986, the 50th anniversary of the Parish of Kennington was celebrated by a walk around
the Parish Boundary including beating the bounds at the top of Hinksey Hill. Around 130 people
took part including babes in pushchairs and three dogs on leads.

The difference in the 2022 New Year’s Day walk was that although we beat the bounds once again,
this time it was at the junction of Sandford Lane and The Avenue, just before the boundary with
Radley.  If  any  of  you  who  took  part  have  photographs,  please  send  them  to
rogerdennett888@gmail.com

The walk was a great success, with lots of high-spirited merriment trying to circumvent the boggier
area of our precious Bagley Woods. At times we had up to 32 walkers, some from areas away from
Kennington to the south. I hope to see more of you next January.

— Roger Dennett
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Free Easter Activities For Parents And Children

Local author of the Eggbert adventure books, Paul Gustafson, invites you to download and use any
of  the  resources  on  his  website.  They  are  completely  free  so  simply  click  on  the  link
eggbertsadventures.com to download them.

Ray Mutimer one of the world's leading children's artists illustrated the free resources. Ray also
illustrated Paddington, Postman Pat, Rupert, Noddy, Eggbert's Adventures and Charlie Chalk for
the B.B.C.

Chris Tarrant, Jenny Agutter, Jane Seymour, Sir Cliff Richard, Sir Tim Brighouse, The Bee Gees and
the late Colin Dexter all appear on the website and have endorsed the characters.

— With every best wish, Paul Gustafson. 

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Do you remember when……….?

How often do conversations start  like this! It  may be family occasions, the local  environment,
significant events in public life, old items and tools or trends in music or fashion that we are trying
to recall. Our whole lives are a culmination of what we have experienced up to this point, whether
it’s things we’ve enjoyed or want to laugh about, or maybe we were astonished or even horrified. 

Once the memory is no longer reliable, we lose so much of our background story, so our own
identity is not as clear-cut any more. This is why reminiscences are so important for people living
with dementia, whose memories tend to be very selective. At Kennington Memory Club we try to
trigger the recollections of our members by conversation, quizzes, games, pictures and music. We
are hoping shortly to welcome visitors to the Club who have a particular interest in some historic
aspect of life, which will be stimulating to our members and get them talking and remembering
times past.

Do you have a passion you could share with our members? This is just one of the talents that we
welcome in  our  volunteers.  Being  a  good listener  is  another.  Helping  with  the  practical  tasks
involved with the day centre’s operation is always valuable but doesn’t have to be what you can
offer to our members. If you would like to join our band of volunteers in whatever capacity please
contact our organizer, Helen, on 07852 883496. 

This is a reminder of what the Club does. The day care sessions run by the Club provide company,
different  surroundings,  activities,  music,  friendship  and  laughter,  all  much  enjoyed  by  the
members, and giving their carers much-needed respite from their duties. So, if you or someone
you know would benefit from attending the Club, held at Kennington Methodist Church, and want
to  find  out  more  please  telephone  Helen  (07852  883496)  or  email
info@kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk.

Our website : www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

— Isobel Birse
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Patient Participation Group Report
Following the publication of the Care Quality Commission report on Botley Medical Centre (which
can be viewed on the BMC website) on Thursday 4th March, members of the PPG met with the
staff of  the BMC and the chair of  the Oxford Commissioning Group at the Kennington Health
Centre to discuss the questions the PPG had submitted.

This month’s PPG report will focus on some of the questions and responses received. The PPG has
identified items to do with Appointments and Blood Test Results and are making suggestions to
discuss with the practice. It is hoped next month’s report will bring further details.  

Question: Where is the Botley Medical Centre now?

A replacement Practice Manager has been appointed and he will start in May 2022

A pharmacy clerk has been appointed who is now in contact with local pharmacies to smooth
processes  and  times  for  prescriptions.  Although  still  in  training,  she  deals  with  patients  and
Pharmacies’ queries around prescriptions. Together with the Clinical Pharmacist they process the
patients’ requests on time so they can reach the Pharmacies as soon as possible. She also deals
with all requests from Care Homes.

The clerk is already having an impact. Care Homes requests have been reviewed thoroughly since
she started and a monthly plan for their requests has been agreed with all parties involved. We are
sure that the impact on the rest of the patients will also be noted soon.

The new clerk cannot be contacted directly about prescriptions. She is part of the Pharmacist
Team  and reports  to  the  Lead Pharmacist  who is  responsible  for  the  smooth  running  of  the
prescribing system. If there are any problems, please contact the practice to let them know by
writing, telephone, calling at reception or via email.

A full-time Lead Nurse has been appointed to take on the leadership of the nursing team, who will
still include the current lead nurse, and will start in April 2022. 

The practice wants to recruit 3 more GPs but there is a national shortage of GPs and no one has
applied so far. Currently the BMC is keeping up through Livi and locum GPs (as well as utilising
their other Clinicians such as Physicians Associate, nurses etc).  Instead of seeing a GP, patients can
be directed straight to a pharmacy. 

A GP web-designer has been appointed to help upgrade the practice website  

Opening Hours 

Question: Why does the CQC report say the practice is open at 7:30 when phones aren’t open
until 8:00? What happens between 7:30 and 8:00?

Official Opening times are: 08:00-18:30. The report refers to the Extended Hours. The Practice is
open  from 07:30-08:00 for pre-booked  appointments,  available  on  Tuesday,  Wednesdays  and
Thursdays with different clinicians.

There are also evening telephone appointments for extended hours (18:30-19:00 on Mondays and
Tuesdays).    

Question: Why doesn’t the CQC report mention that Kennington Reception closes early on some
days?

It is only Kennington Reception which closes early on some days. The surgery is still open for GPs,
Paramedic, Nurse and HCA. It is not a regular closure and happens only when we cannot cover the
Reception on both sites. It  will  change when all  staff are fully trained and can be left without
supervision.

Our next PPG meeting will be on Tuesday 12th April at 6 p.m. To join please contact me.
— Chris Sugden, csugden@ocrpl.org
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Kennington & District United Church Choirs (KDUCC)

Kennington & District United Church Choirs
Invite you to their Spring Concert on

Sunday 3rd April at 3:30 p.m. 

Wesley Memorial Church, New Inn Hall Street, Oxford OX1 2DH

The Choirs will perform under the direction of their new conductor

Claire Sutton-Williams

Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater and Vivaldi’s Gloria

Entrance is free but a silver and note collection will be taken for

The Nasio Trust ‘Build a Library for All’ Project

Come and listen! Come and give! Come and enjoy!

Kennington Horticultural Society

Please note that from now on, all talks and presentations will be held in St Swithun’s Church unless
otherwise stated. The cost of membership this year will be £2:00. This is the first rise for over 
twenty years. This rise is necessary due to rising costs and is very much regretted. As an example, 
the routine cost of speakers is now over £100 plus travelling expenses.

Wednesday 6th April 2022. St Swithun’s Church. AGM & Social Evening

Once again, we are trying to hold a belated social evening with an AGM. Surely, third time lucky! 
The programme starts at 7:30 p.m., with the AGM, followed by some games and cheese and wine 
to round off the evening. Members only.

Saturday 7th May 2022. Plant sale.

We hope to go ahead with the plant sale on Saturday 7th May, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. We 
currently have 5 tables booked. The committee would like to hear from anyone who would be 
interested in running a plant stall, contributing plants for sale or generally providing support for 
the event. 

Sunday 8th May 2022. Coach outing to Malvern Spring Festival (formally show)

The cost will be £35:00 (we can’t do it any cheaper!) inclusive of coach and entry. Places can be 
booked with the treasurer on 730961 or email to brianpeedell@gmail.com. The coach will depart 
Manor Grove at 8:00 a.m., calling at bus stops through the village. We still have plenty of seats. 
Estimated time of return is 6:00 p.m. Due to ticketing issues we need to pay for tickets by the 18th 
March. Payments should now be made.

Virtually all membership cards 2022-2023 have now been delivered. If you are still waiting, contact
John Maine or Brian Peedell. 

As part of reducing costs, we are reducing the number of schedules. If you are interested in 
showing, please contact Alison Peedell. 

— Brian Peedell
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

Community Litter Pick

A community litter pick has been arranged to coincide with the Great British Spring Clean and will
take place on Sunday 3rd April starting at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to be involved, please meet
outside the Village Centre or contact the clerk if you have any questions. Please wear sturdy shoes
and appropriate clothes for the weather. Equipment will be provided, but you may wish to bring
your own gloves.

New Defibrillator 

The  parish  council  would  like  to  extend  its  thanks  to  Kennington  Athletic  Football  Club  for
arranging the new defibrillator outside Playfield Road pavilion, which has now been installed and
is  ready to  use.  If  you would like to attend a  workshop to find out  when and how to use a
defibrillator, please get in touch and a course will be organised if there is enough interest. Please
call 01865 421126 or email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk to register your interest.

Anti-Social Behaviour

Over  the past  few months,  there  seems to have been an  increase in  anti-social  behaviour  in
Kennington,  including branches being chopped down for  firewood at Forest Side playing field;
property damage behind the village hall  and increased dog fouling.  The parish council  will  be
replacing the bus shelter panels at the stops near Sandford Lane, which have been repeatedly
defaced with graffiti, with new mesh panels. Unfortunately, this will cost over £3,000 of tax-payers’
money, which could be better spent elsewhere. 

The parish council offers a £500 reward to anyone who can provide information which leads to a
successful prosecution. Incidents can be reported to the clerk or directly to the police on 101.
Alternatively, anonymous reports can be made by calling Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Grants

At the March meeting, the parish council agreed a grant of £120 to Kennington Whist Club, to
cover their room hire charges at the village centre. A grant of £264 was awarded to Kennington
Strollers, so they can have a sit down and a drink after their walks at Playfield Road during the
warmer months.

Annual Parish Meeting

This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th April at 8:00 p.m. in the village
centre. This is an opportunity for village organisations to share their activities over the past 12
months and for residents to share any ideas or suggestions with the parish council. All electors in
Kennington are welcome to attend and vote at this meeting. I hope to see you there.

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS - April 2022

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and members of the public are welcome to
attend.

Thursday 14th April at 7:30 p.m. Kennington Parish Council meeting
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Tuesday 5th and 26th April at 7:30 p.m. Planning Committee meeting

Wednesday 27th April at 8 p.m. Annual Parish Meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore please telephone or email
the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are aware of
any  neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the clerk write or call: Tel: 01865 421126

clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Annual Report 2021-22

How much did your Parish Council cost you in 2021-22?

The precept was £97,070. This was the Parish Council’s share of the Council Tax for the year. It
costs a band ‘D’ property £57.23. 

Additional income of around £12,100 came from hiring of the pavilions and fields, CIL receipts and
bank interest.

Regular Commitments

Clerk’s and Village Warden’s salaries Maintenance of the playing areas
Maintenance of the War Memorial Grass cutting of the highway verges
Grass cutting and maintenance of the cemetery Maintenance  of  the  paths  and
alleyways
Repair and cleaning of the bus shelters Regular litter collecting
Carols around the Christmas tree Maintenance of the pavilions
Trimming of the hedge at Playfield Road playing field

Additional spending in 2021-22

Architect and surveyor fees for Playfield Road pavilion project
Benches for Playfield Road playing field, Forest Side play area and Manor Grove bus stop
Legal fees relating to the lease of Forest Side playing field
Purchase of televisions for committee rooms at Kennington Village Hall
Installation of a new defibrillator at Playfield Road pavilion
Maintenance work to the BMX track at Forest Side

Grants to Local Community Groups and Charities made 2021-22

• Enrych Oxfordshire £100.00
• Oxfordshire Association for the Blind £250.00
• Kennington Horticultural Society £167.50
• Kennington Strollers £306.00
• Royal British Legion £1,000.00
• Clean Slate £50.00
• Kennington Youth Club £500.00
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• Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) Oxfordshire £50.00
• Windle International £25.00
• Kennington Whist Club £120.00

More details regarding the Parish Council’s activities during 2021-22, together with presentations
from both the Council and local organisations will be given at the Annual Parish meeting on 27th
April 2022. 

Annual Parish Meeting 2022

This will be held on Wednesday 27th April 2022 at 8:00 p.m.

in the Main Hall at Kennington Village Centre

All electors of Kennington are welcome to attend and participate 

AGENDA
1. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting

2. Report of the Chairman

3. Financial Statement of the Parish Council 2021/2022

4. Matters arising from Reports

5. Reports from the District Councillors

6. Report from the County Councillor

7. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations

8. To consider suggestions from parishioners

Cllr. Colin Charlett

Chairman of Kennington Parish Council

Could you please send any suggestions for item No. 8 

by Tuesday 25th April 2022 to:

Mrs R Brown, Clerk to the Council,

93 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PE

No Miles Nursery at 140 Poplar Grove

Fundraising for Viva.org

As Spring is now waking up, you may like to wander along to my front patio, to see if
there are any plants you may wish to buy, to brighten up your garden. We have had
British Gas renewing the gas pipes all along the road, but they are now moving
further along, so our cul de sac is now recovering from being dug up.

All of your donation goes to one of the church charities, Viva.org who support street
children in various countries around the world. Cash through the letterbox please.

Thank you for your support. 

— Rosey Hollinrake
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Kennington Festival Group

We  held  our  AGM  on  7th  March  following  a  very  good  lunch  prepared  and  served  by  the
Committee. It was enjoyed by thirty members.

The committee were all re-elected en bloc and are already planning for a strawberry tea, a Garden
Party, celebrations for the Queens Platinum Jubilee and lunches during the coming year. We are
the over 60s and if you would like to join us on a Monday Afternoon for a social gathering please
do pop along or get in touch with me 

Our next meetings are on 

• Monday 4th April

• maybe Easter Monday 18th April or 

• Monday 25th April

If  you  need  transport  we  can  help.  For  any  further  information,  please  contact  me  on
07540755711 or email dottiedora@gmail.com.

— Margaret Biggs

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

What’s Eating At You?

With all that has been going on, is going on, and will be going on in Ukraine, we can sometimes be
left feeling emotionally moved in some way. That emotion, in and of itself, is a clear indication that
something isn’t sitting easy with us; there’s something in there we’re not happy with maybe.

A while back, completely out of the blue, I had a personal message via Facebook, from an old
school  friend,  who  I  hadn’t  heard  from  for  a  few  years.  This  friend  raised  a  long-forgotten
disagreement I’d had with another school friend a good number of years ago. The message quite
nastily suggested I should look at myself as the cause of the disagreement, and not blame the
friend I’d had a disagreement with.

As I say, this criticism came from nowhere as I’d not spoken to the critic for 4 years, and part of me
wanted to defend myself a tad, and I still do in part in some strange way. I didn’t get bogged down
in the issue though, as it seemed my critic had some need to be nasty after all this time, but like
the Ukraine issue, the criticism didn’t sit easy with me. So, was there something in there I wasn’t
happy with?

Was there some truth in the criticism I wasn’t acknowledging, causing me unease, and a need to
defend myself? Or something else?

What’s all this got to do with Wildlife Gardening, which is what these articles are meant to be
about? Well, a client said to me the other day that she felt guilty she didn’t do more for wildlife in
her garden than she did last year. I suggested that she sit with that unease and find what didn’t sit
easy with her and find what was making her unhappy. Then, more importantly, she should do
something positive with that new found knowledge. Hopefully, out of that, the ecosystem in her
garden will thrive even more in the coming season.

What’s eating at you currently? Maybe take some time out in nature to reflect. Good luck.

Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt
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From the Editor

Happy Easter to all our readers!

When I look back at the Chronicle a year ago, it is
strange  to  think  that  we  were  in  our  second
lockdown. The April 2021 Chronicle was the first in
print after 3 months of online-only. School students
were  only  just  returning  to  the  classroom  after
months of online learning, and we were all looking
forward to being able to meet in groups of up to six
people  outdoors  and  enjoying  a  few  sports
outdoors!  The  vaccine  roll-out  was  still  a  novelty
and life was extremely restricted. Well, here we are,
a  year  later  and things  have certainly  moved on.
Thanks  to  the brilliance of  scientists  and medical
technologists  who  provided  the  vaccine  in  this
country,  we have been able to resume an almost
pre-Covid  lifestyle.  However,  we  must  remember

that we are not out of the pandemic and the incidence of Covid-19 infections is still high so we
should remain cautious and protect our loved ones.

There are many reports in this month’s Chronicle from groups who have been enjoying their face-
to-face meetings once again. There is a special feature on hedgehogs as we approach Hedgehog
Awareness Week in early May. Detective George E Farley has solved the two mystery puzzles and I
am sure  he  will  have  more  to  do next  month.  The  services  for  Easter  in  three  churches  are
provided for you. We are delighted to welcome yet another new subscriber to The Chronicle and
we hope you enjoy all the articles this month. There is a great deal to read and activities to do –
Eggbert’s Easter Activities and Easter crispy cakes in Kitchen Korner!

Congratulations to the Kennington Youth Club as they celebrate 50 years in their current location. I
know how delighted they were to return to the Youth Club building and meet in person again after
such a long time. They certainly have a very special facility in Jordan Hall. There will be a full report
of their history and development in the May Chronicle.

Easter is such a special time of year with all the Spring flowers and colours brightening up the
longer, warmer days. Do enjoy the holiday when it comes and let’s hope there will be plenty of
April sunshine to go with it!

— Amena Sutton

Kennington Village Diary

The Village diary is now maintained as an online Google Calendar, updated
whenever new information is provided. Go to:

https://kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/diary/

to see the most up to date version and to see the submission instructions or
scan this QR code to avoid the typing!

Sun 3 Apr 2022

3:30 p.m. Kennington & District United Church Choirs Concert
Venue: Wesley Memorial Methodist Church, New Inn Hall St, Oxford OX1 2DH, UK
Details: The choir will be singing Vivaldi's Gloria and Pergolesi's Stabat Mater. The

concert  is  in  aid  of  the Nasio Trust's  Library  project.  See:Nasio Trust  for
details.
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Tue 5 April

7:30pm Parish Council Planning Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK

Wed 6 Apr 2022

11:00 a.m. Friends of Kennington Library - Author Talk with Julie Anderson
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Details: Refreshments served before the talk. No need to book.

2:15pm Kennington Women's Institute
Venue: Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
Details: Visitors are welcome to all meetings.

Sat 9 Apr 2022

10:00 a.m. Friends of Kennington Library - Board Games Club
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Details: For ages 7 to adult.  Free to attend, though donations are very welcome.

Booking  appreciated  via  Kennington  Library  on  01865  730763  or
kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Tue 12 Apr 2022

10:00 a.m. Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
Venue: Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
Details: All are welcome for coffee and a chat

Thu 14 Apr 2022

7:30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK

Mon 25 Apr 2022

7:45 p.m. Kennington History Society
Venue: Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
Details: Oxford's 400-year-old Botanic Gardens: notable keepers, visitors &events –

by Mark Davies. Visitors welcome (£2.50 entry).

Tue 26 Apr 2022

7:30 p.m. Parish Council Planning Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK

Wed 27 Apr 2022

7:30 p.m. Annual Parish Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK

Every Tuesday in April

11:00am Table Tennis Club
Venue: Kennington Youth Club, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Details: Cost £2:00 per session- All  equipment provided- Contact: Roy King 01865

735864
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be
submitted with artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the
10th of  the  month prior  to  publication.  Advertisements  accepted  at  the  Advertising
Coordinator’s  discretion,  subject  to  availability  and  suitability.  All  advertisements  must  be
checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator by the 10th of the month.
Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Cost for Advertisements

Size Per Month Per Year (11 issues) Size of Artwork needed
width x height

⅛ page £14 £80 100 x 70 mm

¼ page £24 £130 100 x 145 mm

½ page £35 £230 205 x 145 mm

Whole page £70 £450 205 x 290 mm

For information about Formats and other details for Advertisements go to:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising Coordinator
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication.
The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.

The editorial policy is News not Views.
Submissions to include name and contact details.

For information about Formats, Automated Reminders and more, go to:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the 
Distribution Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Ken Rae (South End) 07747 608490
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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