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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.rskbenefice.org

The Priest
Rev Rob Glenny

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
robertglenny@gmail.com
01235 554739
Jeanette van der Werf (Admin)
rsk.benefice@gmail.com
07770 917466

Associate Clergy
Rev Alison Mathew
Rev Glynis Beckett
Rev Tony Rogerson

Kennington Vicarage, Ross Court, OX1 5AD

01865 327974
01235 529505
01235 550214

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
85 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY

01865 730950
01865 739437

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

73 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LN

01865 739758

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott
Nick Horn

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Linda Frankum

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group

Contact Gillian Cox

01865 735590

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.rskbenefice.org) for up to date information
Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage

By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts
EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101
NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111
County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209
Good Neighbours Organiser: Margaret Biggs............................................................01865 730353
Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060
Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911
Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com
OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802
Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126
St Swithun’s CE Primary school...........office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk..........01865 415105
Village Centre Bookings.......................hallmanagerkvh@gmail.com........................07843 743718
Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422
What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.rskbenefice.org

Celebrating Difference
Recently I went to a family wedding in Glasgow. It was a wonderful fusion of British and Asian
customs. The bride, my husband’s niece, wore a splendidly embroidered and sequined deep pink
dress (in accordance with her family’s Pakistani heritage). The groom a kilt, sporran, and full
Scottish dress (in accordance with his Scottish roots). We were greeted as we arrived by two
musicians playing together in perfect harmony – one playing the bagpipes, the other a dholak (a
large Indian drum). The youngest girls in the family were bridesmaids scattering petals; the bride’s
mother made a speech. It was a time of breaking down old barriers, creating new customs,
celebrating not denigrating difference.
But it has taken time, a whole generation in fact, to get to this happy place. We are all naturally a
little fearful of strangers, of their different ways, clothes, the aroma of different dishes bubbling
away in the kitchen. We can feel, irrationally I think, that our ways might be threatened by theirs.
My experience of being part of a mixed-race family is that my life has been immeasurably enriched
by my Muslim relatives as we have got to know each other, had endless interesting conversations
about our beliefs and customs, discovered there is much we share and much we have to learn
from each other.
So it has been heartening to hear of the positive response to Ukrainian refugees, but sad to hear
of the negative reporting of other equally stricken refugees from other war torn regions of the
world.
I wonder if Kennington will be, or has been, blessed by the arrival of refugees and others from far
away places? If so, perhaps we might all extend a special welcome to them. And if we do just
maybe we may discover that we have been entertaining angels unawares.
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares. (Hebrews 13.2)
— Rev Pat Bhutta, Member of the Clergy Team

Services in May
1st May
8th May
15th May
22nd May
29th May

9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
All age service

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall, all are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services except when there is Messy Church.
Little Lambs A group for pre-school children and their carers runs on a Wednesday morning in
term time from 9:15 a.m.
The Community Larder runs on a Wednesday afternoon 3-5:30 p.m. Larder is open with café and
play area.
Contributions for the Foodbank can be left in the box at the back of church or in the vicarage
porch before 10 a.m. on the 1st of the month.
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Rev. Peter Powers
Superintendent Minister and Minister at Wesley Memorial Church Oxford-based
Oxford Methodist Circuit
Tel. 07941 328155
As I get older, I find that I have become more patient in some things and less so in others. Maybe
the former relates to those things about which I don't care very much and basically I just can't be
bothered. But there are things where my patience wears very thin – the promised call back which
doesn't come, waiting to be served whilst an assistant carries on a private conversation, trying to
get a straight answer from one who is determined not to give it, the ‘phone queue and the
irritating “Your call is important to us.”. But above all I am ever impatient with myself. Especially
with small things (list your own examples as I can't be bothered to list mine.) And then there are
big things when it's the waiting time that is so hard.
And speaking of waiting times – Luke's book of Acts tells me that after the resurrection the
disciples and “the women” were commanded by Jesus to “wait for the promise of the Father...
(and) you shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So how do you wait for
something as momentous as that? But wait they did: they returned to Jerusalem, stayed together
“and continued in prayer and supplication...”
Waiting is the hard part. I get annoyed (angry, even) not only with myself but with God and the big
things. “How long, O Lord, how long?”Did the disciples feel like that? Who knows? But one thing is
sure: learning to wait (even if impatiently) is something we have to do. So, “Lord, tomorrow or at
least next week would be good. But if not, then, 'Keep me travelling along with you'.”
— John Rowland
We meet each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Services in May:
1st May
8th May
15th May
22nd May
29th May

Led by Joanna Tulloch.
“Together Again” led by Andrew D & Andrew Q.
Led by Simon Blainey.
Celebration of Holy Communion led by Peter Powers.
Followed by General Church Meeting
(Aldersgate Sunday) led by Alistair Jackson.

Two special dates:
Tuesday 10th May
Tuesday 24th May

Coffee morning from 10 a.m.
Wesley Day.

And a thought for the month from John Wesley: “Do all the good you can…...”
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk
In Silver Birch class, we have been buzzing about Science week!
We have been learning all about Sound, how it travels and how we hear different
tones and volumes. Also, we really enjoyed feeling sound through music and
vibrations.
We decided to investigate 'if an environment makes a difference to the volume of sound'.
We thought we would test this by recording a sound and playing it in different sized rooms to see
if the volume increases or decreases. We made predictions on what we thought would happen
using the knowledge learnt so far. We also needed to make this a fair test. Keeping everything else
the same and only changing the room size was important to ensure the test was fair. We loved
using new equipment called data loggers to accurately record the sounds and give us the instant
readings. We used iPads to play the sounds in each area we tested. This task was so much fun and
we learnt that the smaller room produced the loudest reading. We thought this was because the
noise will appear louder because the walls are closer together.
— Scarlett, Georgia and Molli
Alexander Bell was an amazing scientist. We have enjoyed learning all about how he experimented
with sending sound from one place to another.
We have really enjoyed making our own instruments using string and cups to see if it works... It
does! Alexander Bell created many things but we have been looking at his telephone design. He
was part of a team that created the first ever telephone, quite different to the ‘phones we use
now though!
— Silver Birch Class
Below are some photos of children in KS1 enjoying Science Week too!
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Opportunities for you!
Would you like to help with the Chronicle? We are advertising two roles - Advertising Co-ordinator
and Treasurer

Advertising Coordinator
•

To prepare each month’s set of adverts and send to the editor by the 15th of the month

•

To liaise with advertisers about the adverts and their suitability

•

To inform the treasurer of any changes in adverts affecting the charges for those adverts,
including advert name/address/contact details/duration of advert

•

To respond to the treasurer asking for unpaid adverts to be removed

•

To keep records of the adverts

•

To liaise with the editor, producer and treasurer as required

•

To understand and comply with GDPR as in the Chronicle’s GDPR privacy document

•

Currently to provide photos for front cover

Treasurer
•

To maintain the accounts in good order, and provide an examined balance sheet at the end
of the financial year (31st December)

•

To organise the payment of invoices.

•

To process payments received, bank them, and sometimes sending receipts.

•

To check bank statements (received monthly) and have online access to accounts: current
and deposit.

•

To reimburse Chronicle team members for out of pocket expenses.

•

To liaise with the editor, producer and advertising co-ordinator re monthly print
requirements

•

To check that the adverts being invoiced are in the Chronicle.

•

To send out invoices to advertisers and check they have been paid.

•

To chase unpaid invoices.

•

To understand and comply with GDPR as in the Chronicle’s GDPR privacy document

For further details, please contact Mark Horseman on adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Please book with the library manager for events where booking is requested.

Children’s Events
th

Monday 9 May, 2:30 – 3 pm: Rhymetime
Friday 13th May, 2:30 – 3 pm: Storytime
For preschool children and their guardians. Booking appreciated to manage numbers.

COFFEE TALKS

Events held in the Main Hall and new start time of 11:00am!
Books are available at each talk and signed on request!
Wednesday 4th May: Angela Cecil Reid
11:00am for coffee 11:30am for talk
Angela says: What connects Howard Carter, Tutankhamun and my
novel Nile Cat? The answer is Mary Tyssen-Amherst, always known to
her friends and my family as May. Without May’s parents, William and
Margaret Tyssen-Amherst of Didlington Hall in West Norfolk, it is unlikely that Howard Carter would have ever gone to Egypt. Come and find
out why!

Wednesday 1st June: Heather Rosser
11am for coffee 11:30am for talk
Coming of Age in Botswana is a sequel to Growing up in the
Mandara Mountains of Nigeria. It is set in Southern Africa and UK
from 1979 to 1986 where Heather and her husband worked and
brought up their daughters. Their educational work took them the
length and breadth of the country when there were few paved
roads. They also witnessed the independence of Zimbabwe and
problems of apartheid in South Africa.

Board Games Club
Saturday 7th May: 10am - 12noon
Play games in French or English.
For ages 7 years to adult. Free event, but donations welcome. Bring a
friend or make some new ones! Bring a game or select from the ones
provided. Booking appreciated to manage numbers.
Will be held in the main hall.
Date for your diary: June’s event will be on 18 th.

Date for your diary: FOKL AGM Thursday 23rd June 7:30pm at St Swithun’s church hall.
Look out for updates:

www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/

FOKL Chair: John Argyle:
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell

chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:

treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Athletic Football Club
Result and Fixtures – March/April/May 2022
Results: (names of youth players cannot be included)
Date

Team

Opposition

Score

Kennington Goals

Sat 19.03.22

Men’s 1st

Garsington

Won 3-1

Sat 26.03.22

Men’s Res
Men’s 1st

North Leigh Utd Dev
Charlton United

Drew 1-1
Won 4-0

Men's Res

Saxton Rovers Res

Sat 02.04.22

Men's 1st

Marston Saints

Won Walk
Over
Won 5-0

Rob Andrews, Rob Fathers,
Engli Zenelli
Oscar Griffiths
Rob Andrews, Rob Cattell,
Ben Rawlings, Oscar
Griffiths
-

Sat 12.03.22

Men's Res
Men's 1st

No Game
Sb Phoenix B&B Cup
Final

Sun 20.03.22 U13 Yellows
Sun 27.03.22 U12
U13 Yellows
U16
Sun 03.04.22 U13

Men’s Fixtures:

Combe Juniors
Crowmarsh
Didcot Town
Crowmarsh
Binfield B&B Cup Final

Frank Haines, James Smith,
Josh Nicholls x3

1-1 Won 3- Matty Crossan
1 On
Pens, Ben Rawlings, Matty
Penalties
Crossan & James Smith
Won 12-1
Won 3-2
Lost 2-0
Won 1-0
Lost 4-2

(Home games played at Playfield Road, Saturdays at 2:30 p.m)

Date

Team

Opposition

Home/Away

16.04.22

1st
Reserves

Bure Park
Launton Sports Res

1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves
1st
Reserves

Summertown Stars
Yarnton Res
Halse United
Cropredy Development
No Game
North Leigh United Dev

A
H 2p.m. Cup
Semi Final
H
A
A
A

26.04.22
30.04.22
05.05.22

Youth Fixtures:
Date
24.04.22
30.04.22
01.05.22
07.05.22

A

(Home games at Playfield Road for U7, U8, U13 and U15)
(Home games at Forest Side for U9, U10, U11 and U12)
Team
Opposition
Home/Away
U11 Green
Banbury United
H
U8 Yellows
Didcot Town
H
U9
Kidlington Youth
A
U12
Oxford United Women
A
U8 Yellows
Oxford City
H
U13 Yellows
Bure Park
H
U13 Yellows
Barton United
A
12
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Wild About Kennington - Hedgehog Neighbours
As hedgehogs venture out of
hibernation, you might be lucky
enough to see one snuffling about in your
garden. With Hedgehog Awareness Week
approaching on 1st - 7th May, this is the
perfect time to think about practical help for
hedgehogs in our village. Hedgehog
populations in the UK are now on the ‘red
list’, as they are vulnerable to extinction.
There is some positive news that hedgehog
populations are showing signs of recovery in urban areas. Even in a busy village like
Kennington, there is a great deal we can do.
Start by checking your garden boundaries to make sure hedgehogs can get in and
out. Through our Hedgehog Neighbours project, Wild about Kennington can offer
you help and encouragement to improve our village for hedgehogs. During May,
Wild about Kennington volunteers will be championing hedgehogs, with practical
tips for helping hedgehogs, at the following events:
Friday 6th May, drop-in 12:00 – 6:00 pm in Village Centre Foyer:
Chat to Wild about Kennington volunteers about how to help hedgehogs in your
garden. A hedgehog info display will be up 1st to 6th May, so pop in for a look.
Saturday 7th May, Apple Café 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
Join us for hedgehog info display (as above) and activities for children.
Saturday 21st May
Pop along to the Wild about Kennington stall at St Swithun’s Primary School May
fair, to make your own pom-pom hedgehog and guess the name of our cuddly toy
hedgehog for a chance to win it.
More you can do?
Make a difference to the fate of hedgehogs nationally by signing this petition:
https://chng.it/6d2QMY6WYR
If you’d like help or advice improving your garden for hedgehogs or making a
hedgehog hole in your boundaries, email us at kenningtonhedgehogs@gmail.com
Explore our Kennington Hedgehog Google map at www.tinyurl.com/babw2rpv. Help
us to grow this map by submitting your own hedgehog sightings and hole and den
locations
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Go to www.tinyurl.com/4hf9k7yp or email kenningtonhedgehogs@gmail.com for
instructions.
— Rowan Guthrie
wildaboutKennington@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/wildaboutkennington

A Car Loop in Kennington?
In August 2021 my family decided not to replace our car when it reached the end of the road.
We still need to use a car now and again, mainly to ferry the kids somewhere, and that’s why I got
involved with www.shareourcars.com, a community group run by Emily Kerr who lives in Iffley
Fields in Oxford. Emily has been working with HiyaCar, an app which connects car owners who
want to earn some money when their car isn’t being used, with drivers who need to borrow a car
for an hour or two. The booking includes insurance, which doesn't affect your current insurance.
Car sharing works really well in neighbourhoods where you know the people who are borrowing
your car, and we think it could work well in Kennington. HiyaCar agreed, and in April lent
Kennington a hybrid Yaris (you might have seen it in the village). Drivers pay an hourly rate which
includes the booking fee and insurance, and HiyaCar is free and quick to join.
The idea would be to have a pool of cars in the village which could be shared by trusted
neighbours. This could reduce congestion, reduce car ownership costs, improve the air quality, and
improve our community, all while reducing our village’s carbon footprint.
If you’d like to know more about being part of this car loop, you can fill out a short survey here:
https://forms.gle/ghvrScdDoNne9CYh7
or by following this QR code:

— Claire and Andrew Gilbert
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Rainbow Guides
What is a Rainbow?
Rainbow Guides are the youngest members of Girlguiding. There has been a unit in Kennington for
twenty years which has welcomed over 200 girls. Now we are looking for new members to join us
and share in the fun as we look forward to celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
From the start, Rainbows were open to girls from five to seven but now the age range is extended
to four year olds. We meet on Mondays in term time from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. at Kennington
Methodist Church, Upper Road.
You can contact Liz on 01865 730053 for more information but to register go to the Girlguiding
website:
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
— Pauline (Fern), Liz (Daisy) and Rhiannon (Iris)
Rainbow Leaders

1st Kennington Guides
Thank you to everyone who supported our fundraising Easter quiz.
We concluded our engineering activities by building giant marble runs (see photo), including some
very inventive features. We have also been on a glow stick trail and made herb planters by reusing
plastic bottles. We had a Dragon’s Den style evening with the Guides making and pitching their
own popcorn flavours. They assured us that they thought the incredibly sweet results were
delicious.

To celebrate a leader’s birthday, we surprised her with singing, cake and smores by candlelight. We
finished the term with an Easter egg hunt. We are looking forward to lighter evenings next term
and a trip to Marwell Zoo.
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or 1stkenningtonguides@gmail.com . More information, including opportunities for girls outside
of our age range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
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3rd Kennington Brownies
The Brownies were all geared up for their Easter holidays to make ‘Easter Mess’
and messy it was indeed with melted chocolate everywhere! They went home
with their creations of chocolate/cornflake nests with mini eggs on the top. Yum! Yum!
However, at one of the meetings, there was a great discussion on ‘rules’ and why we have them.
Otherwise – chaos would ensue! It was agreed that we all have to live together in society in the
most harmonious way possible for a stable environment. Brownies experience at school, that what
occurs during their day, is governed by rules which instill discipline and trust between them and
their teachers. Imagine if you went to school and could do whatever you wanted – running around
and being noisy! You wouldn’t learn anything! Although, maybe a day of running around and
creating havoc could be fun – for a very short time!!
Speaking of learning – what about the ‘Big Bang’?!

The big bang is how astronomers explain the way the universe began. It is the idea that the
universe began as just a single point, then expanded and stretched to grow as large as it is right
now—and it is still stretching! How long did all of this take? Well, we now know that the universe
is 13,800,000,000 years old. That is a very long time. The first stars created bigger atoms and
groups of atoms. That led to more stars being born. At the same time, galaxies were crashing and
grouping together. As new stars were being born and dying, then things like asteroids, comets,
planets, and black holes formed! So the girls dramatised this by huddling in a group and then on
command, leapt to their feet and spread out. Each time they did this, they spread out a little
further and further to recreate the Big Bang. Team work as well as team creativity plus deep space
conversations!
We’d love to see more Brownies join our group as there is no waiting list. Think about it for your
daughter or granddaughter! Pure fun every week!
— Eagle Owl
Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can join at any time of the year.Please contact Angie on: 07758 756204 or
3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com. More information on Girlguiding and Brownies can be found
at www.girlguiding.org.uk
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Endeavour Cubs Winter/Spring 2022
2022 has seen easing of Covid restrictions at Cubs and this combined with the
relatively good weather has allowed us to do some more adventurous activities
outside.
In January we started with studying for Astronomy badges including taking advantage of a
fantastically clear evening to observe using a large telescope set up at the Scout HQ. The weather
was so good the Cubs were even able to view the moons of Jupiter and stripes on the giant planet,
and have close up views of the craters of the moon. We also learned about some important
constellations, and how to use Ursa Major (The Plough) and Cassiopeia (The big W) to find the
North Star which is useful for navigating at night. We then put that to use the following week
during a night hike around the Kennington water meadows where we looked for wildlife very, very
quietly!
Continuing our outdoor adventures, we also made use of the grounds of Youlbury Scout camp site
to do a night-time wide game involving collecting glow sticks in the darkened woods while avoiding
the opposing team - any fear of the dark was quickly forgotten!
Indoor activities have included cooking haggis for Burns Night and pancakes on home-made tin
cookers on Shrove Tuesday. We have also worked towards our Disability Awareness badge by
learning how to use sign language to communicate with deaf people and activities to get a glimpse
of what it might be like to do everyday activities if blind. The teamwork shown by the Cubs in
helping each other through the ‘blind’ tasks was wonderful to see.
Air activities badge saw the Cubs making and flying their own designs of paper aeroplanes with a
competition for the furthest distance flown and the longest time in the air - with some Cubs
managing the entire length of the Scout HQ!
We have ended the early part of the year by celebrating St. Patrick’s Day by making leprechauns,
testing our teamwork with a board-games evening, and finishing with a very special visit to the
Rewley Road fire station to learn about the Fire Service, the amazing kit they use and even
learning how to use a hose to extinguish a fire! (see photos)

As we go to press some adventurous Cubs even joined the Scouts in a paintballing session at the
start of the Easter break.
— Gordon (Akela), Cub Scout Leader
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.
Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com
And finally…
Advance Notice of our AGM – 26th May at 7 p.m. at our HQ (off Otters Reach). We would love to
see anyone interested in any aspect of Scouting. All of the committee spaces are allocated from
nominations so see you there!
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Basic guidelines for hosting Ukrainian refugees
If you are one of those who have generously offered to host Ukrainian
refugees, you need to know what is involved.
The government hasn’t yet released complete details of how the “Homes for Ukraine” scheme will
work, but as of the time of writing (mid-April 2022) the following guidelines apply:
First, you can volunteer for someone from the Ukraine to come to the UK and live with you. If you
know of specific Ukrainians whom you wish to host, those people can apply to come to the UK. If
you don’t know of any particular people you want to host, you can sign up to be matched with one
or more people. In either case, your local council will pay £350 per month per sponsor or property.
You must be able to provide the right kind of accommodation: it can be a spare room or an empty
property, but it must be safe, suitable and large enough. The local council will visit you to make
sure that the living space is appropriate. In addition, safety checks will be carried out on both
hosts and guests, including police and criminal records checks.
Before you apply for the scheme, do check with your mortgage provider and/or your home
insurance company, if applicable, to ensure that they have no objections.
You must be willing to let the refugee(s) stay with you, or in your separate accommodation, for at
least six months - the longer the better. You may not charge them rent. Your guests will have the
right to work and study, claim benefits, use the NHS, go to school and attend free English classes.
Citizens Advice can help with claims for benefits and other necessities. Our website at
www.citizensadvice.org.uk has relevant information which is constantly updated as new rules are
publicized. You can also telephone the Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale Adviceline on
0808 278 7907.

Kennington Women’s Institute
Our April meeting was cheerful and noisy as usual even though we were few in number. We were
fortunate to welcome two new members which is a very positive sign for our future. The new
programme for 2022/2023, skilfully written and produced by our secretary, Jean Holt, was
distributed and much admired by the members.
After some further business was dealt with, we turned to our speaker, Ann Dawson. Her subject
was “Arranging Supermarket Flowers”, and her arrangements were wonderful. Who knew you
could display a shop-bought bunch of daffodils in such a different way? Ann’s other presentations
were equally attractive and inventive. Ann talked us through all the stages, explaining and
demonstrating with enthusiasm and knowledge and giving us tips and suggestions, making us
confident that we could all attempt one of her designs. Ann kindly donated her arrangements to
our raffle, so a number of our members went home proudly carrying a splendid array of clever
arrangements of supermarket flowers.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 4th May in the Methodist Hall at 2:15 p.m. The subject of our
talk will be “Tea, Coffee & Chocolate: How we fell in love with caffeine”.
So come along and join us - you will be made very welcome.
— Maureen Palma
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Kennington Youth Club Celebrates 50 Years
This April Kennington Youth Club celebrated 50 years since
the building of the club's main hall. The club was originally founded around
1941 for evacuees but quickly broadened out to provide youth services to
Kennington and the surrounding area. The club took a big step forward 50
years ago, in April 1972, with the building of the ‘Jordan Hall', named in
memory of local leader Cyril Jordan.
We are also celebrating the completion
of our ‘5 year plan’. When our youth
leader, Roy Peach, took over at the club
Members playing in he identified to the then committee a
very ambitious range of goals for the
the Jordan Hall
club focusing both on modernizing the
building and updating the equipment available, and on the club
itself and being able to reach more young people in the village
and surrounding area and provide a greater range of
opportunities to them.

Members relaxing in our new
sensory room

In terms of modernising the building, we have in the last 5
years revamped the kitchen, refurbished the pool table,
purchased a new air hockey table, created a very popular
sensory room, and created both dedicated music and computer
areas in the building, as well as equipping the building with new
lightweight tables and folding chairs and purchasing new
Karaoke in our new music area laptops for use on club nights.
We also as part of the 5 years have tried offering a range of new opportunity through the club to
our members, these include the opportunity to work towards recognized awards, termly
competitions with medals, fundraising for local organisations and outside speakers coming into the
club.
We have also been on a
range of trips and on the
front cover are photos from
last term’s trips to Laser
Kombat with the younger
group and our residential to
Milton Keynes for the older
group.
We have also been pleased Coin Collection for KOA's Tools
for Self-Reliance project
to have welcomed back to
the club several past members as youth leader, sometimes as
part of their service for their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. We
Shelter building as part of the know the younger members get so much from talking with the
ASC Award SL1 run at the club
older members who have ‘been there’ and can relate to them
and reassure them about things like SATs and the transition to secondary school.
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As always thanks to those who have purchased tickets for our
50-50 club, April’s winners are Ball 42 (£38.50), Ball 50 (£11)
and Ball 14 (£5.50). If you’d like to find out more about
supporting the club through buying a £2 ticket please do
contact us at kycdraw@gmail.com
We are also thrilled to have
been able to extend the
number of young people
Our youth leaders showing off the club is open to once
their new hoodies
already and are delighted to
announce we are again increasing the club to split into 3 groups
as a trial until the end of the summer term, which if successful
we hope to them make permanent.
Photo from a nature walk in
With the addition of the
Bagley Woods
extra session we have
spaces available in all 3 groups so if you’d like to find our more
about joining the club please do contact us at
youthclubkennington@gmail.com or find out more about us at
our website https://kenningtonyouthclub.com/

On a final note we are really grateful for all we’ve been able to
achieve and offer in the last 50 years and 5 years and we’d like
Winners with their medals from to thank all those people who have contributed, those who’ve
our popular termly competitions served on our committees, who’ve helped fundraise, who’ve
volunteered on club nights, who’ve baked cakes, who’ve donated resources or finance or bought
50-50 tickets, to the organisations who’ve provided us grants and of course to our fantastic
members both past and present whose enthusiasm has kept us so motivated over the last 50
years. Onwards and Upwards.
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Kennington Strollers – short gentle walks
Weekly walks at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays
By the time you read this we will have started our short weekly walks on 4th May up at the Playing
Field. We will continue to walk all through the summer months until the end of September, so
plenty of time to join our friendly sociable group. The sooner you can get started with the gentle
walks the fitter you will be!
We do laps around the Playing field, then sit relax and chat together; either in between laps or
after walking – whatever suits you! If you are fitter and can manage a brisk walk that’s fine, and if
you want to do a gentle jog - you will also be welcome! The Playing field provides us with a large
open well maintained space to take exercise in the fresh air.
If you have a mobility problem that makes your walking difficult or slow there will be supportive
volunteers to walk with you. We go at your pace and there is no pressure to walk any faster than is
comfortable for you. People who need to use a stick, a stroller or a mobility scooter are also
welcome.
The walks are supported by the Vale of White Horse District council - Active Communities - and the
Parish council who kindly allow us to use the Pavilion and borrow their chairs. (The Parish council
gives us a grant to cover the hire costs of their Pavilion.) Come and enjoy some company and
gentle exercise! Make use of the wonderful open spaces we have in Kennington to get outdoors!
Contact Rosemary for further information: 01865 735419 or email gardneraldgate@outlook.com

Kennington Walkers
Kennington Walkers Group have been walking for nearly twenty years and after the pandemic we
have been able to restart the walks. We are a group of people who enjoy a walk and company; we
don’t have any rules or joining fees. Everyone walks at their own risk and can walk as far and fast
as they want to. All are welcome regardless of age and gender.
The walks are on a Monday and Thursday starting from outside the village centre at 10 a.m. We
walk for approximately one hour and on Mondays finish up at the Tandem pub for tea or coffee.
On Thursdays if it is open, we finish at the Apple Café. There are different choices of walks; some
walkers only like to do a shorter walk whilst others go farther and possibly faster - we try to cater
for all tastes.
If you would be interested in joining us or would like further details, you can contact me either by
email e.rodgers@tiscali.co.uk or by telephone 01865 739173.
— Eileen Rodgers
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KITCHEN KORNER!
UKRAINIAN ZHARKOYE
(OR STEWED BEEF & POTATOES)
In homage to the Ukraine, try this delicious traditional ‘comfort food’
recipe!
You will need:
•

1lb stewing beef or beef chuck roast

•

2 parsnips

•

1 carrot

•

1 onion

•

1 celery root

•

3 cloves garlic

•

5 potatoes – any kind

•

1 can beef broth

•

2-3 tbsp butter

•

1 tbsp sour cream

•

1 tbsp fresh dill

•

1 tbsp fresh parsley

Then:
1. Peel potatoes, cut into cubes, fry in butter until golden.
2. Peel carrot, parsnip, cut onion, garlic and celery root and fry in butter.
3. Cube beef and fry until light brown.
4. Put all above ingredients into large oven proof pot. Season with salt/pepper.
5. Pour in broth.
6. Cook at 160C for 30 mins or in the slow cooker for 4 hrs on low.
7. 10 minutes before done, stir in sour cream and parsley.
8. Serve with a topping of fresh dill.
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Kennington Memory Club is very grateful to the School Lunch Company who have been providing
hot meals for our members from St Swithun’s School kitchen since the Club was set up in 2018.
This arrangement worked well but had the drawback that the Club had to source hot meals during
any school holiday periods.
We are proud to announce a new partnership with the MacIntyre Oxford Learning Centre, based in
Kennington, which supports people with a learning disabililty. The MacIntyre Centre is now
supplying delicious hot meals for Kennington Memory Club all year round. This provision builds on
the Centre’s aim of helping those they support with developing life skills, including consulting
recipes, purchasing food and cookery itself, as well as engaging with the local community. It is
great for Kennington Memory Club to be working with another charity based in Kennington which
is providing a service for those who need it, just as Kennington Memory Club does.
A reminder of what the Club does - The day care sessions run by the Club provide company,
different surroundings, activities, music, friendship and laughter, all much enjoyed by the
members, and giving their carers much-needed respite from their duties, so if you or someone you
know would benefit from attending the Club, held at Kennington Methodist Church, and want to
find out more please telephone Helen (07852 883496) or email:
info@kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk.
Kennington Memory Club has excellent professional staff, but volunteers are essential to the
smooth running of the Club. We are always on the lookout for new people to join our band of
volunteers. If you would like to help out, contributing to the experience our members enjoy each
time they attend the Club, and have a good time yourself, please contact our organizer, Helen, on
07852 883496. This could be for a half day on a Monday or Thursday once a week, once a
fortnight, or at any frequency that suits you. Our website : kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
— Isobel Birse

Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
Invites you to An open evening
on
Tuesday 17th May 2022 from 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.
at

Kennington Methodist Church (Upper Road, Kennington, OX1 5LR)
Local speaker - “Smocking Dots to German Cloths”
(A romp through 20th Century Embroidery)
Tea/Coffee/Cakes
For further information please contact:
M.Biggs
e-mail: dottiedora@gmail.com
or
L.Page
e-mail: lindacpage@yahoo.co.uk
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Patient Participation Group Report
Spring COVID-19 Booster
The PPG would like to explain the position regarding Spring Booster vaccines. You will be offered a
spring booster if you:
• are aged 75 or over
• live in a care home for older people
• are aged 12 or over and have a weakened immune system
You will be contacted by the NHS (not your GP) when you are due a spring booster. You will be
usually offered one around 6 months after your last dose of Covid-19 vaccine. If you are eligible for
a spring booster but have not had a 1st or 2nd dose of Covid-19 vaccine yet, you should have them
as soon as possible. If you have severely weakened immune system you need to get a 3rd dose
before you get a booster.
You can ring 119 free of charge to book an appointment; you will need your NHS number.
You may receive a text from ’NHSVaccine’ inviting you to book your vaccination appointment at a
larger vaccination centre or pharmacy. The text will be sent to the ‘phone number your GP surgery
has listed for you. You may also get a letter a few days after.
If you receive a text from ’NHSVaccine’ inviting you to book and you’re not sure if it is genuine, you
can wait to receive your letter.
The NHS will never ask you for your bank account or card details, your PIN or bank passport,
copies of personal documents to prove your identity such as passport, driving licence, bills or pay
slips. If you think you have been a victim of fraud or identity theft, report it to Action Fraud on
0300 123 2040.
The PPG have organised 22 volunteer car drivers for those patients who require transport. They
will take patients to the Kassam Stadium for their boosters. If you require a lift please telephone
Sylvia, a volunteer and member of our PPG on 07970 626443.
Making a complaint
If you need to make a complaint to the Botley Medical Centre, then you should do so, by old
fashioned letter and keep a hard copy of it. That will be better than an email which we have been
told are not always read for some days in some cases. The letter should be addressed to the
Practice Manager.
If you have not had a reply after 48-72 hours or you are not satisfied with the response you get
then escalate your complaint to the Care Quality Commission and the NHS. The surgery should
respond after 48 hours but they have said to us before that current conditions mean they may take
a little longer.
Increasing support for patients
The PPG is working on how its 45 members can develop ways to provide support to the 16,000
patients of the Botley Medical Centre in the Botley and Kennington areas. We would also like to
know of any such groups or activities that are already being provided and make patients aware of
the available support such as:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

help patients access services if struggling with deafness, loss of eyesight, illiteracy or IT
poverty
a walk-in session on how to set up whatsapp, face book etc or undertake other basic
matters relating to smartphones or computers/ laptops
walking, exercise clubs, befriending support, signposting patients to other social
opportunities
develop a practice newsletter
arrange/support health & well-being events
support local carers
advise patients of correct processes
self-help groups and support networks
support or set up local mother & baby groups
help with patients whose first language is not English
set up or signpost bereavement support service
advice about healthy lifestyles
set up free health & education events including advice and help for new parents plus
education about child health issues
meet Parish Councils to hear if we can help with anything or explain what we do
— Chris Sugden (Secretary) csugden@ocrpl.org

Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Nature’s Story Is Our Story
The hidden benefits of gardens and green spaces don’t seem so hidden this year. It seems that
many of you are more readily noticing nesting birds locally to you this year and you have been
moved to tell me about your discoveries. Maybe even more so than you normally do?
What I personally take from that is not only is there a joy in sharing your garden or your local area
with nature but there’s a tangible joy in sharing that experience with others, especially since the
Covid situation that we’ve all been through.
I don’t claim to be an expert in the emotions around joy, but what I observe, maybe anecdotally, is
that the initial joy brought about by nature is very engaging. Making the ecosystem around us part
of daily life, is a significant first step to starting to care about our environment, which I’ve said
many times.
Humanity seems to be transitioning to a more sustainable way of life, and even those who don’t
care about the environment, are likely to be dragged along with that sustainability shift, whether
they like it or not.
Let’s hope this this new-found sharing of the nature we discover continues, and we can all play a
part in ensuring that it does. In the next month, I set you a challenge. Let’s all share our joy of
nature with five of your friends. Let’s keep passing our joy on. Nature’s story is our story though,
let’s not forget that.
Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt
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Kennington & District United Church Choirs (KDUCC)
A full report on our Spring concert will appear in the June Chronicle because at the time of writing,
the final figure for the collection on the day, has not been received. The collection was made for
the Nasio Trust Library Project and it was enhanced by two very generous anonymous donations
of £500 each! The Choirs resumed rehearsals on Friday 29th April to prepare for our Summer
Concert. More details will be given in next month’s Chronicle.
— Amena Sutton

Kennington Horticultural Society
Firstly, thank you to all those who attended the AGM and social evening on 6th April. The evening
was well attended. The existing committee was re-elected with the exception of Pat Leggett who
retired after many years of service. Thank you, Pat.
Saturday 7th May 2022 - Plant sale.
The plant sale will take place in the grounds of St Swithun’s Church on Saturday 7th May from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. We currently have 7 tables booked. The committee would still like to
hear from anyone who would be interested in contributing plants for sale or generally providing
support for the event.
Sunday 8th May 2022 - Coach outing to Malvern Spring Festival (formerly, ‘Show’).
Last chance to book a place. The cost will be £35.00, (we can’t do it any cheaper!) inclusive of
coach and entry. (Places can be booked with the treasurer on 730961 or email to
brianpeedell@gmail.com) The coach will depart Manor Grove at 8 a.m., calling at bus stops
through the village. Estimated time of return 6 p.m. We still have plenty of seats.
Wednesday 15th June 2022. St Swithun’s Church
A presentation by Richard Preston featuring his garden, Primrose Cottage, in north Oxfordshire, in
preparation for a visit to the garden in July.
Wednesday 13th July 2022.
A visit to Primrose Cottage. Hosted by Richard Preston. Further details to follow.
— Brian Peedell

Seed Trays for Sale
Quality full-sized new seed trays, approximately 15” (38cm) x 9.5” (24cm) x 2” (5cm)
Available from Linda Marshall on Upper Road. Telephone (01865) 730798
Cost = 35p each or 5 for £1.50

44

45

Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society
Kennington ADS is back on stage in June! We're excited to be rehearsing for our Summer show,
‘Thank You for The Music’, a journey through musical numbers from past KADS shows with some
other favourites thrown in for good measure. From Disney to the West End, there is something for
everyone in this merry medley.
We shall be performing with our house band at Kennington Village Centre, across the last weekend
in the month. Show dates and times are:
Friday 24th June
Saturday 25th June
Sunday 26th June

7:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

Tickets are just £10 and on sale now - please contact the Box Office to book by email
at boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk or by ‘phone on 01865 739025. We accept payment by card,
cash, cheque or BACS.
We will also be taking a collection for our chosen charity, Royal Papworth Hospital, at each
performance. Please help us to support this incredible cause.
Follow our facebook page @KenningtonADS for show updates and behind the scenes news as we
prepare to raise the curtain!
— Sarah Ellner

Apple Café
The 10th anniversary of Apple Café was celebrated with a lovely couple of sessions, seeing lots of
new faces, and a few of the founders of Apple Café popped in too. The café looked great with the
bunting up, as well as the new tablecloths.
On Saturday 7th May we are going to be having a special event celebrating Hedgehogs, with
information as well as activities for children to do. There will also be a plant sale organised by the
horticultural society in the church yard on that day.
We will continue to have our regular “knitter natter” session with Pauline. Do come along with
your craft, or get some help getting started, and have a chat. The next session is 5th May.
We also continue to have traditional board games with John, all ages and levels welcome to play
cribbage, chess or scrabble. The dates for this term are 28th May, 25th June and 16th July, so do
put them in the diary and come along to play.
Did you know we welcome dogs? We have a table set aside for well-behaved dogs, and you even
get table service; we'll come over and take your order. In the summer we'll also aim to have tables
outside if the weather is nice.
We are now open until 16th July, after which we are having a break over the summer, before
returning in September.
If you have any questions, or suggestions on activities then do contact us via our facebook page, or
at AppleCafeKennington@gmail.com
— Emily Gooding
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From the Editor
Our village certainly looks very colourful at this
time of year with all the pink cherry blossom trees
in full bloom and the yellow forsythia and red robin
and so many other flowering bulbs and shrubs
adding to the myriad of colour. The wood
anemones and now the bluebells in Bagley Wood
seem to have flowered earlier than usual but they
do form the most beautiful carpets of colour for us
to enjoy. Thank you to all those gardeners who
allow us to enjoy their front gardens as we walk
through the village. Look out for news of open
gardens in the June Chronicle.
There are several appeals to you, our readers, to
volunteer in our village organisations. So many of
you already do but there are opportunities for
others as requested in various articles. We are also looking for someone to take over the roles of
Advertising Co-ordinator and Treasurer of the Kennington Chronicle so I hope there is someone (or
two) out there who can spare a few hours each month. Full details appear in this Chronicle so
please do get in touch.
I hope many of you will get involved in Hedgehog week this month. Again, there are ideas and
events for you to attend in this Chronicle to help these marvellous mammals to recover their
numbers. They love being in our gardens and we should really encourage them to visit.
Enjoy the merry month of May!
— Amena Sutton

Kennington Village Diary
The Village diary is now maintained as an online Google Calendar, updated
whenever new information is provided. Go to:
https://kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/diary/
to see the most up to date version and to see the submission instructions or
scan this QR code to avoid the typing!
Wed 4 May 2022
11:00am
Venue:
Details:

Friends of Kennington Library - Author Talk with Angela Cecil Read
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG
Refreshments served before the talk. No need to book.

2:15pm
Venue:
Details:

Kennington Women's Institute
Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR
Visitors are welcome to all meetings.
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Sat 7 May 2022
10:00am
Venue:
Details:

Friends of Kennington Library - Board Games Club
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG
For ages 7 to adult. Free to attend, though donations are very welcome.
Booking appreciated via Kennington Library on 01865 730763
or kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Mon 9 May 2022
2:30pm
Venue:
Details:

Friends of Kennington Library - Rhymetime
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG
For preschool children and their guardians.
Booking appreciated via Kennington Library on 01865 730763

Tue 10 May 2022
10:00am
Venue:
Details:

Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR
All are welcome for coffee and a chat

Thu 12 May 2022
7:30pm
Venue:

Annual Meeting & Monthly Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG

Fri 13 May 2022
2:30pm
Venue:
Details:

Friends of Kennington Library - Storytime
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG
For preschool children and their guardians.
Booking appreciated via Kennington Library on 01865 730763

Mon 16 May 2022
7:45pm
Venue:
Details:

Kennington History Society
Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR
Canal restoration: benefits to wildlife & environment - by Martin Buckland
Visitors welcome (£2.50 entry)

7:30pm
Venue:

Parish Council Planning Meeting
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG

Wed 18 May 2022
7:30pm
Venue:

Parish Council Playing Fields Meeting
Playfield Road Pavilion

Every Tuesday in May
11:00am
Venue:
Details:

Table Tennis Club
Kennington Youth Club, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG
Cost £2:00 per session - All equipment provided
Contact: Roy King 01865 735864
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be
submitted with artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the
10th of the month prior to publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising
Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability. All advertisements must be
checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator by the 10 th of the month.
Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Cost for Advertisements
Size

Per Month

Per Year (11 issues)

Size of Artwork needed
width x height

⅛ page

£14

£80

100 x 70 mm

¼ page

£24

£130

100 x 145 mm

½ page

£35

£230

205 x 145 mm

Whole page

£70

£450

205 x 290 mm

For information about Formats and other details for Advertisements go to:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising Coordinator
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication.
The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.
The editorial policy is News not Views.
Submissions to include name and contact details.
For information about Formats, Automated Reminders and more, go to:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS
editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the
Distribution Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Ken Rae (South End)
07747 608490
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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