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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.rskbenefice.org
This morning the bible reading at church was from John’s Gospel. Jesus is sitting with his closest
friends. He is about to be arrested and he knows it. One of his companions, Judas, is about to
betray him. But despite the darkness of the hour Jesus talks to his friends about how important it
is that they love one another as he has loved them.
Jesus doesn’t go into a rage about his friend’s betrayal, nor does he berate his friends about past
failures. He knows full well that after his arrest they will abandon him – afraid of what might
happen to them. He knows full well that one of his closest disciples, Peter, will shortly deny he
even knows him. But despite all this he doesn’t get angry with them. Instead, he tells them he
loves them, and tells them that they should love one another too.
He even gets down on his knees and washes their dirty, dusty feet – an act of service and humility
that Christians all over the world repeat on Maundy Thursday as they remember Jesus.
It is easy to love those whom we like. It is easy to love people we get on with or who think like us.
It is most definitely not so easy to love those we don’t get on so well with or who have betrayed or
hurt us. But in today’s world finding ways to disagree well, to love despite our differences is, I
think, an urgent, but challenging, task. The kind of love Jesus talks about ranges from the most
mundane and ordinary ways we can help each other to the most extraordinary acts of heroism
and service and everything in between.
Loving one another when it is difficult is in part about making an active choice and Christians
believe that just as at Easter we celebrate the risen Christ, we also will shortly celebrate Pentecost
- the coming of the promised Holy Spirit who helps us in our walk with God and helps us to love
one another. Church is a place where people from all sorts of different walks of life come together
and it’s a place where we hopefully learn more about and help each other to love one another
too.
There is a lot going on at St. Swithun’s - from the Community Larder to toddler groups and Messy
Church - we would love to say hello so do check out our website (www.rskbenefice.org) or
Instagram (@rskbenefice) and see what’s going on.
God bless,

— Revd Alison Mathew

Sunday Services in June
5th June
12th June
19th June
26th June

9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Parish Communion
Parish Communion
Messy Church
Morning Prayer
Parish Communion

Children’s Church
Children’s Church starts at 9.25 a.m. in the Church Hall; all are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services except when there is Messy Church.
Little Lambs is a group for pre-school children and their carers runs on a Wednesday morning in
term time from 9.15 a.m.
The Community Larder runs on a Wednesday afternoon 3 to 5.30 p.m. Larder open with café and
play area. Contributions for the Foodbank can be left in the box at the back of church or in the
vicarage porch before 10 a.m. on the 1st of the month.
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Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Rev. Peter Powers
Superintendent Minister and Minister at Wesley Memorial Church Oxford-based
Oxford Methodist Circuit
Tel. 07941 328155
A couple of years ago I cut back a malingering laurel. Cut back? I left it with about 15 inches of
“trunk” and 3 short “branches” - neither leaves nor shoots. This year the laurel is 7 feet high and
has the most lush and beautiful and fragrant blossom. (I never cease to wonder at how, so often,
and given the chance, nature renews itself.)
One of the 7 “I Am” passages in St. John's Gospel has Jesus saying: “I am the true vine, and My
Father is the vine-dresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every
branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” (John. 15v1f). And that's the aim of
pruning, I guess – to remove what is dead, some to cut back that which is ugly or spoiling the
shape, to give room for growth, and to enable fruit or flower to burgeon. But let's not mince
words: it is a process which, in our human terms, can be painful and most of us know that all too
well. We will have known stuff in our lives which shouldn't be there but which we would not or
could not let go - resentments harboured, forgivenesses withheld, the refusal to admit that we
were wrong, holding on to habits or prejudices or imagined hurts that demeaned us (and perhaps
even made us ashamed) but to which we clung, stubbornly and against charity or compassion or
simple honesty. And then, by grace or by grit, to rid ourselves of them, to confess them, to turn
from them, to walk away from them – and none of that was easy. It hurt, deeply, but we knew it
had to be done. Whether or not we saw God in it, it was a pruning and we were the better for it.
And so was everyone else whose lives were touched by ours.
Our Webster's dictionary (“like Webster's dictionary we're Morocco bound.”?) tells me that every
pruning instrument involves a sharp blade. Ah, yes, I do know that, but I think of the laurel and
move on.
— John Rowland
On Sundays we meet at 10.30 a.m.
5th June

Worship for Pentecost led by Mr. Sizwe Mkwanazi

12th June
(Trinity Sunday): On the second Sunday of the month “Together” happens.
This is informal, multi-sensory worship offering an opportunity to engage with God through
mind, body and spirit. Songs and prayers, creative activities and discussion intermix along
with tea, coffee, squash – and healthy nibbles. There is plenty of time to chat about our
shared journey and there are always activities for all ages. Feel free to join us if you would
like to explore this different approach to worship. (Do feel free on any Sunday of course).
19th June

Rev. Michael Sawyer leads our celebration of Holy Communion.

26th June

Worship led by Dr. Simon Blainey.

Tuesday 14th June - Coffee Morning from 10 a.m. Meet old, and make new, friends, find a
bargain, chat, have a coffee or two, win a competition, relax – what's not to like? Come
one, come all.
Thought for the month from John Wesley: “Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can…”
4

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

5

6

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

A letter from Dr Jeremiah Galvin, BDS
To the people of Kennington,
It is my sad duty to tell you that Kennington Dental Surgery has closed and will not re-open for the foreseeable
future. This has not been an easy decision and has caused me many sleepless nights over the last few months.
The last two years have been a difficult time for everyone, but Covid is not the only reason for our closure. The
day of the single-handed dental surgery is coming to an end. Modern dentistry is now a multifaceted affair, and
although we always prided ourselves with a very personal service, we cannot offer the other services that
today’s dentistry can offer in other ways. To do this, we would have to expand, put in more surgeries, and as a
residential area, this would then start to affect the neighbours with extra coming and going of additional staff
and patients. I think this would be unfair to them, and then become a nuisance rather than an asset to the area.
Or, open longer hours, with two dentists in the one surgery, which wouldn’t be much better. So, selling to
someone like myself, who walked in 36 years ago full of energy, working all hours, doesn’t seem to be possible
today. Of course, surgeries have closed down before, and the good will is often transferred to a local dentist.
These days, dentists can hardly see their own patients let alone take on those of others. That is another reason
for me carrying on longer than I had planned. However, now that the news is out in the open, I can be a little
more public with my search for somewhere to look after you all – the regular attenders, and the not so frequent
visitors.
Also, it is time for us to have a rest. My health is not as good as it was – nothing serious – but I need to
concentrate on keeping well without the stresses of running a dental surgery. That boy that walked in in 1986,
complained about the red tape, has had to adapt, and now I compare then with today looking back how easy it
was. My two “girls” should have had their pensions and bus passes by now, and our combined ages are now
approaching 190 years – a lot of experience, but a little tired.

Mr Galvin in 1986

The Surgery Team in 2018

Mr Galvin in 2022

I apologise to the people who I have upset over the years – both of you. Also, to the people who think I nag
them – I assure you, I had your best interests at heart, and the advice if taken will be to your benefit.
This letter is not how I imagined saying my goodbye, it was going to be full of jokes and anecdotes of things that
had happened over the years, but I don’t feel that that would be appropriate for the moment. You all know my
lack of love for modern day social media, computers, and card machines, so I have asked Colin Charlett,
Chairman of the Parish Council, to put this on his Facebook page, so please – don’t shoot the messenger, he is
under instruction! I will also put a copy in the Chronicle and the Radley news. But please let anyone who is a
patient here, know that we have closed. However, anyone with an appointment booked will be contacted in
writing.
As I have said, I haven’t given up on finding somewhere for you all to be treated. Finally, keep off the sweet
stuff; this should be a treat, not a part of your diet. Interdental brushes, especially where it bleeds. Healthy
gums don’t bleed. Nag. Nag. Nag. Right to the end. This has not been an easy decision, but I hope you
understand.
All the best,

— Jeremiah Galvin BDS (A.K.A. John… Jeff… Jerry… Gavin… Calvin…) Also, Kay and Linda
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1st Kennington Guides
After a break for the Easter holidays, we challenged
ourselves with some outdoor activities, including archery,
putting, hula hoops and balancing on a gym ball.
The following week, we enjoyed a visit to Beanwood, part of Wytham
Woods, for some firelighting and making smores. It was a fabulous evening
with a vibrant bluebell display, a
brief deer encounter and bunnies
galore.
Recently, we have been working
on our culinary skills by making
pizzas. We are looking forward to
enjoying the lighter evenings and a
trip to Marwell Zoo.
Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If
you'd like to join in the fun, please
contact Jo on 07940 537992 or
1stkenningtonguides@gmail.com. More information,
including opportunities for girls outside of our age range, can be found on our website
www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader
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KITCHEN KORNER!
IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE!
(PERFECT RECIPE TO TAKE WITH YOU TO YOUR STREET PARTY, GARDEN
PARTY OR PICNIC!)

GRUYERE AND ASPARAGUS MINI QUICHES

To make 12 mini quiches you will need:
10 rashers streaky bacon, diced
1 red onion chopped finely
500g fresh asparagus
125g Gruyere cheese grated
1tbsp plain flour
¼ tsp salt
1/8 tsp pepper
ready made shortcrust pastry
3 eggs
125ml single cream

Here we go! Grease your muffin tin.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Fry bacon until crisp. Remove with slotted spoon to paper towel and drain.
In the dripping, fry the onion until soft. Drain.
Cook asparagus in small amount boiling water until tender. Drain.
Cut out rounds of pastry and fit into each muffin space.
In a bowl, toss bacon, onion, asparagus, cheese, flour, salt & pepper.
Spoon above ingredients into each muffin space.
In a bowl, beat eggs and cream together. Spoon carefully onto the quiche ingredients.
Bake at 200 C or Mark 6 for approx. 30 mins.

You can make a whole quiche instead and the ingredients and method are still the same.
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Kennington Youth Club
The biggest change for us recently has been the changing of youth club times. We’ve
been trialling an earlier time for Juniors, but we’ve also rejigged the ageing on the groups. In doing
this, it has allowed a more balanced group and more young people to access the club, and we shall
be inviting more in shortly, subject to adult availability.
Our Young Leaders remain, completing their volunteering hours for their Duke of Edinburgh
Awards, and they’re doing a sterling job including running whole group games.
Some young people spent an intense eight weeks with professional Parkour instructors, in
partnership with a local arts group to learn the skills of free-running, coupled with themes such as
compassion, strength/mind over matter, and teamwork. By the end, we had young people creating
their own routes, being mindful of their own actions and those of their ‘crew’, and the community
around them. The course was free and some have continued to hone their skills afterwards, and
may have the opportunity to develop these further over the summer. We’re grateful to the
community that supported this each Saturday and asked so many questions – plus all the smaller
children who clearly wanted to join in.
With the current national youth work picture, providing youth services for one evening a week
won’t be enough forever so we’ve been looking at ways to provide more for our young people.
Between the National Youth Agency and Oxfordshire County Council’s development plans, there is
a real need for targeted support for young people as well as holiday activities. With the adults we
have available at Kennington, this is difficult to coordinate. However, due to a slowly blossoming
partnership with Wolvercote Young People’s Club, it has been exciting to have some of our young
people join them on their site over the Easter break, and we hope to do this again in the summer.
Working in this way allows more young people to access services, keeping them occupied at times
when many other organisations close down. Wolvercote also has a team of paid staff and larger
facilities. Several of our young people have already created friendships from this work. By groups
working together, it is often possible to seek funding that benefits both groups, so it is potentially
really positive for our own sustainability.
As the weather improves, we continue to make use of our only outdoor space – the small yard
between us, MacIntyre, and the village hall. This area is a blessing as we can’t simply pop out of an
evening to Forest Side or Playfield as it would take too long to get back. It affords many
opportunities for swingball, hockey, football, sitting and chatting, cooking, and even the Parkour
course took place here, all of which feeds into the local priorities around Health and Wellbeing in
young people. Having spoken to several of our young people recently it is good to know that even
when club is closed, this area feels safe, and as one described it ‘it’s a second home’. We have had
some lovely comments from people passing through as we’ve been playing out there, so thank
you.
With birthday cake, games galore, and more young people on the books, KYC continues to work
hard to support young people aged 8-18 in the village. Get in touch if you want to be part of it.
50:50 Draw Winners for May are below
Previous draw winners are announced online at www.kenningtonyouthclub.com. Thank you for
your support. We have raised more than £2200 through the draw and the same has been given
away in prizes. If you are interested in supporting us in this way, it makes a big difference. More
info online. The more players, the greater the prize. You can also shop with us and raise funds for
the club without it costing you any more.
1st Ball - 61 (£38.50)

2nd Ball - 40 (£11.00)

3rd Ball - 23 (£5.50)
— Roy Peach, Youth Leader
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk
Community Litter Pick
Thank you very much to everyone who came out to support the Community Litter Pick in April.
Another one will be arranged in due course – details will be shared in the Kennington Chronicle
and on Kennington Connected.
Best Kept Garden Competition
This year’s competition will run from 25th June with final judging taking place on Saturday 2nd
July. There is no need to enter, as all gardens will be judged from the roadside.
Vacancies
There are currently two vacancies on Kennington Parish Council. The first is for a councillor to
serve until the next elections in May 2023. If you would like to put yourself forward for co-option,
please send an expression of interest in writing to the clerk by 8th June.
The council is also seeking a new Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. Please see further details
on the following page. Please contact the clerk on 01865 421126 or at clerk@kenningtonpc.gov.uk if you would like further information about either of these roles.
Planter at North Sign
Unfortunately, the planter on the northern sign has gone missing again, despite being replaced
only a year ago. The council has made a decision not to replace this, due to the replacement cost
of over £160.
Grants
Kennington Parish Council has awarded a grant of up to £200 to Kennington and Botley Medical
Centre Patient Participation Group (PPG) towards the cost of rejuvenating the inside garden at
Kennington Health Centre. The council has also agreed to fund the hall hire costs for a meeting for
Ukrainian refugees in Kennington and their hosts at the Village Centre.
Neighbourhood Planning
Kennington Parish Council has been awarded a space to take part in a pilot project for a new,
simpler approach to neighbourhood planning. If you are interested in being involved with shaping
Kennington for the future, please get in touch with the clerk as soon as possible.
Big Jubilee Lunch
Please help us to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by bringing a picnic along to Forest Side
on Sunday 5th June from 11am – 2pm. Light refreshments can be purchased from the pavilion and
traditional games will be available for you to play with your friends and family. Please wear royal
fancy dress or 1950s outfits if you like!
— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council
Continued/…
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DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
June 2022
All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre. Members of the public are welcome but
please inform the clerk in advance if you are planning to attend.
Tuesday 7 and 28 June at 7:30pm

Planning Committee meeting

Thursday 9 June at 7:30pm

Kennington Parish Council meeting

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore, please telephone or
email the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are
aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online
at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk, write or call: Tel: 01865 421126 email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk

Position of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Kennington Parish Council.
Applications are invited for the position of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Kennington
Parish Council. This is a permanent, part-time position for 22 hours per week, working from home
and to include some evening meetings, including monthly Parish Council meetings. The Clerk
provides administrative support to the Council, and is the Responsible Financial Officer, with the
administration of Council finances.
Duties include:
•

Managing the monthly meetings of the Council including preparing the agenda, taking the
minutes, monitoring actions and decisions. There will also be attendance of meetings for
committees.

•

Ensuring all planning applications are considered at the Planning Committee meetings and
submitting responses to the District Council.

•

Managing the Parish Council’s finances, preparing the monthly accounts and reconciliation,
payment of invoices, banking, end of year accounts, submission of accounts for external
audit, VAT reclaim on a quarterly basis, preparing for budget review and precept.

•

Managing a number of village contracts and any other goods and services as may be
required from time to time by the Council.

•

Dealing with a variety of correspondence and public notices.

Candidates must possess a high standard of oral and written communication skills, be proficient in
Microsoft Office software (particularly Word and Excel), be capable of working independently
without supervision and have the ability to deal with a range of issues. Experience in a similar role
or knowledge of local councils would be an advantage but is not essential. This position is paid at
NJC Scale Points 18-23 (£25,419 - £28,226 pro rata; actual salary £15,114 - £16,783), depending on
skills and experience.
Closing Date for Applications: Friday 1st July 2022. Interviews will be held in early July.
Please contact the Chairman or Clerk for more details and a Job Description.
Chairman: Colin Charlett, chairman@kennington-pc.gov.uk, 01865 326797, 07790 702379
Clerk: Rachel Brown, clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk, 01865 421126
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Please book with the library manager for events where booking is requested.

Children’s Events
Saturday 4th June; 11am – 12 noon: Jubilee children’s Story and Craft event (for all children)
Please book places at the library

Monday 13th June, 2:30 – 3pm: Rhymetime
Friday 10th June, 2:30 – 3pm: Storytime
For preschool children and their guardians. Booking appreciated to manage numbers.

COFFEE TALKS

Events held in the Main Hall and new start time of 11am!
Books are available at each talk and signed on request!
Wednesday 1st June: Heather Rosser
11am for coffee 11:30am for talk

Coming of Age in Botswana is a sequel to Growing up in the Mandara Mountains of Nigeria. It is set in Southern Africa and UK from
1979 to 1986 where Heather and her husband worked and
brought up their daughters. Their educational work took them the
length and breadth of the country when there were few paved
roads. They also witnessed the independence of Zimbabwe and
problems of apartheid in South Africa.

No coffee talks in July and August!

Date for your diary:
Wednesday 7th September– 11am for 11:30am: Diana Bell. Art and Nature.
FOKL AGM Thursday 23rd June 7:30pm at St Swithun’s church hall.
All are welcome to attend the AGM and to join us for cheese and wine afterwards.
Note: Only paid up members are able to vote.

Look out for Summer Reading Challenge 2022

The Reading Agency and Oxfordshire Libraries are excited to introduce Gadgeteers Summer Reading Challenge 2022; a celebration of science and innovation, in partnership with the Science Mu seum Group. There’s not long to wait. Join the Challenge for free at your local Oxfordshire library
9 July – 10 September 2022.

Jubilee Bank holiday
The library will be closed on Friday 3rd June.
Look out for updates:
FOKL Chair: John Argyle:
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell
FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming:

www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/
chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Virtual reality helps in local care homes
Kennington care home residents relive memories through virtual reality
Residents from care homes in Kennington, Oxfordshire, Mon Choisy and Kirlena House, are taking
virtual walks and trips as part of their reminiscent sessions, stimulating their memories and sense,
all from the comfort of the living room.
The residents are able to relive hobbies and visit sentimental locations, such as the Devonshire

coast, with the use of virtual reality, providing them with experiences similar to the real world.
Auditcare, a dementia specialist care home provider, arranged for a physiotherapist to attend the
two homes for the weekly VR sessions. A VR headset and foot machine took each resident on a
journey of sensory experience.
Once the headset is on, residents are able to enter caves on the Devonshire coast and walk
around Oxford city centre, surrounded by happy people and nature.
The latest advanced session allowed the residents to experience climbing hills using the foot
machine. Pressing up and down on the machine while wearing the headset stimulates a realistic
feeling through touch. The virtual reality reminiscence sessions trigger special memories for
dementia residents, as well as supporting physical activity.
Auditcare’s registered manager, Magdalena Liskiewicz, said:
“Introducing physiotherapy VR sessions at Mon Choisy and Kirlena House has been simply life
changing to many of our residents.”
“They have thoroughly enjoyed what the weekly sessions bring, allowing them to do new things
they wouldn’t be able to take part in normally. These include climbing hills in the countryside or
exploring the beautiful Devonshire beaches and caves. All within the home’s living room! It’s truly
remarkable!”
“As a dementia specialist care home provider, we embrace the latest technology and are so proud
to be able to offer these services to our residents to fight memory loss and ensure they have the
best quality of life possible."
Auditcare homes are family run and located near the centre of Oxford in the beautiful village of
Kennington. The teams are fully experienced and skilled in providing long and short term care for
55+ specialising in a range of memory impairment and dementia conditions as well as palliative
care.
For more information about Auditcare homes, please visit https://www.auditcare.com/ or call
01865 739223.
— Heti Morus
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Patient Participation Group Report
New Practice Manager At Botley Medical Centre
The PPG posted in January that the Botley Medical Centre was advertising for a new Practice
Manager. The Practice have appointed a new Practice Manager who started in May 2022. He will
be responsible for overseeing the day to day processes at the Practice, including Human Resource
management and training for the admin team.
A Pharmacy Clerk Has Been Appointed At Botley Medical Centre
The Pharmacy Clerk will be in contact with local pharmacies to smooth processes and times for
prescriptions. Although still in training, she deals with patients and Pharmacies’ queries around
prescriptions. Together with the Clinical Pharmacist they process the patients’ requests so they can
reach the Pharmacies as soon as possible. She also deals with all requests from Care Homes.
The Clerk is already having an impact. Care Homes’ requests have been reviewed thoroughly since
she started and a monthly plan for their requests has been agreed with all parties involved. We are
sure that the impact on the rest of the patients will also be noted soon.
She cannot be contacted directly about prescriptions. She is part of the Pharmacist Team and
reports to the Lead Pharmacist who is responsible for the smooth running of the prescribing
system. If there are any problems please contact the Practice to let them know. Please email the
Practice general email address, telephone or write.
Another Appointment At Botley Medical Centre
A full time Lead Nurse has been appointed to take on the leadership of the nursing team, which
will still include the current lead nurse. She started in April 2022.
Soon To Be Improved Practice Website
A GP web-designer has been appointed to help upgrade the Practice website. It is hoped the
upgrade will be finalised over the next two months or so.
Further Recruitment For Botley Medical Centre
The Practice wish to appoint another 3 GPs so they can offer more services and appointments.
This will be a challenge since there is a national shortage of GPs. In the interim the Practice will
continue to use locum GPs and continue to offer LIVI and the GPs provided through this service.
How Does the Botley Medical Centre Handle Letters from Consultants?
Usually all routine letters from consultants, the hospital or other health care providers are
processed within 5 working days of receipt. If the GP needs to follow up on diagnosis or actions,
they receive the document via the IT system with a request to review and action. Please note that
staff shortages present challenges to meeting this target at times (sickness, holidays, and other
issues). Patients will have been given or sent a copy of the letter as well as the Practice.
If the letter includes a prescription request, the Practice has 14 days to action any
request. For urgent/immediate requests, the consultant/hospital should prescribe.
If a Patient has received their letter and is concerned that the Practice has not yet actioned it the
Patient should get in touch with the Practice either by telephone (during non-busy times after
2pm), by emailing the general email address for the Practice, botleymedicalcentre@nhs.net or by
writing a letter to Botley Medical Centre, Elms Road, Botley, Oxford, OX2 9JS.
— Chris Sugden, Secretary of the PPG
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Local History
This is the first of six articles on local Oxford History by John Clapton, a Kennington resident. This is
what John writes about himself:
‘I was born and bred in Oxford. My jobs were in Sales and Marketing, mostly with Glaxo SmithKline
and latterly managing my own business. I moved with my family to Witney, Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
Eastbourne, Abingdon-on-Thames, Italy and finally to Kennington in 2009. I have always had a
passion for history and moving back to Oxford I now had time to research and explore some of the
magnificent buildings and eccentric stories in which the city and county abound. I have six articles
covering The Oxford Eights, Waterloo, The Inklings, The Water Poet, The Oxford Martyrs and D
Day. I hope you enjoy reading them as much as I enjoyed researching them.’

Oxford Eights Week on The River Thames
The first amateur races between organised clubs which prepared and trained for the event began
in Oxford in 1815. In that year, crews from Brasenose College and Jesus College raced from Iffley
Lock to a barge which was moored near the current Head of the River pub.
Christ Church joined in the event from 1817, Exeter in 1824, Worcester in 1825, University and
Balliol Colleges in 1827, then Oriel and Trinity Colleges in 1828. The event was notable because
crews rowed in specially commissioned eight oared boats when at that time it was usually in pairs,
or four or six oared cutters. The fact that the racing was conducted in eight oared boats gave rise
to the event being known as “The Eights”.
Eights Week, also known as Summer Eights, is a four-day regatta of bumps races running this year

Early Eights race on The Isis

Modern Eights Week race

from 25th May to 28th May 2022. Men's and women's coxed eights compete in separate divisions
for their colleges, with some entering as many as five crews for each sex. The course is upstream
within the stretch from Iffley Lock to Folly Bridge, where the River Thames is known as The Isis.
Because much of the Isis is too narrow for side-by-side racing, the bumps format was developed.
At the beginning of each division, thirteen crews line up front-to-back down the river, with one
and a half boat-lengths of clear water between them. When the canon is fired, the crews start
rowing, and each tries to bump the boat in front before being bumped by the boat behind. When
a boat makes any physical contact with the boat in front of them, overtakes them or the cox raises
their hand a bump is awarded to the boat chasing. Once a bump has taken place, both of the
crews involved stop racing and move to the side to allow the rest of the division to pass. If a crew
neither bumps nor is bumped then they continue racing to the finish line just past the boathouses.
The start order for subsequent races is adjusted to move successful boats up, while unsuccessful
boats move down. Over the years, boats aspire to reach “head of the river”, first place in the first
division. Trophy oars termed “blades” are awarded to boats which successfully bump up on each
of the four days of racing without themselves being bumped. Boats may only be bumped once
each race, leading to more stability in the bumps charts.
— John Clapton
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Help for Ukraine
In addition to food, bedding, hygiene and toilet aids, there is a “crying need” for clothing for
children, many thousands of whom have been uprooted from their homes (and often their
families).
I am happy to give further information if need be, and also to collect such items and transport
them to Frilford Heath GC which is acting as a reception centre for supplies.
Please contact me if you can help.
— John Rowland, rowlandj@talktalk.net or 01865 736200

Wildlife and traditional gardening - A Look at Fungi
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
It has been suggested to me that I review some books that readers might like to read which
expand all our connections with the natural world around us.
One book I’ve read, which is worth reviewing is: Entangled Life: How Fungi Make Our Worlds,
Change Our Minds and Shape Our Futures, by Merlin Sheldrake.
This is a potentially perspective altering book, and at times remarkable, linking science and lived
experience. This book quickly reveals the natural world that we are part of, is more extraordinary
and more intricate than we could imagine. The science is often explained in simple terms, but I
think there could have been more of a focus on it, and less focus on magic mushrooms and drug
taking subject matters.
At times the text lacked direction, and at times I felt I could get a more concise explanation via a
good Google search, but at other times the text was enthralling.
It’s a good read, helping to give Fungi the understanding and relevance they really should have.
Though if you are looking for illustrations and images on each page, this isn’t a book for you, so it
may not engage you? Many people are engaged by images first, and then read the text. This is very
much a text-dominated book.
There is a bit too much repetition for me, but it does reinforce some of the points the book rightly
raises. The book is on the whole inspiring, and exercised my mind by developing new thoughts and
ideas about my own experiences in nature, and made me think about how so much of the world
around us is interrelated and reliant on hidden structures and processes.
If humanity learnt more about the unseen, and undiscovered species in the natural world, then we
may just start to realise what we are at risk of losing, and convert that into actively trying to
protect it.
There are end notes in this book, ideal for a reader who wants to do further exploration.
If anyone out there has read this book as well, I’d be interested in hearing your thoughts.
Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt
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Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme Update
We have now submitted the planning application for the Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme to
Oxfordshire County Council, reaching a major milestone for the scheme. The scheme will create a
new stream with wetland wildlife corridor, running through the existing floodplain to the west of
the city. This will reduce flood risk to homes, businesses and transport routes in Oxford.
We’re aware that as with any large scheme there will be some local concerns. We continue to
listen to the views of the whole community and provide as much information on the scheme as
possible. We have produced a video about the scheme and why it is needed and published
answers to some of the most popular questions from the public. You can find both on our
webpage: https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/thames/oxfordscheme/
We use natural flood management measures, but on their own these are not enough to protect
Oxford against major flooding. Climate change will not only increase the extent of flooding but
also the frequency and scale of disruption in Oxford. If we don’t act, the impacts of climate change
mean that in 50 years’ time, thousands more properties in Oxford could be at flood risk.
The environmental charity Earth Trust are advising us on the development of the long-term
maintenance plan for the scheme, to ensure maximum environmental benefits for generations to
come. We have a maintenance programme in place, including its funding, for the lifetime of the
scheme 100 years and beyond. This includes properly maintaining and managing its habitats.
The scheme will leave the area with greater biodiversity than there is currently. There will be an
increase in the numbers of different plant and animal species living there after the scheme is
complete and we’re planting more than double the number of trees that we’ll need to remove.
The new woodland will contain a greater variety of native tree and shrub species than the majority
of the woodland that is being lost and will quickly provide greater structural diversity.
We are very aware of the effect on traffic that the movement of material could have and that this
is a concern for local communities and businesses. We are reusing as much material as possible on
site. The main lorry movements will be for removal of material during the earthworks which are
programmed for the summer months, when the ground is dry. These won’t take place for the

30

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

whole duration of the construction period. We do intend to remove some of the excavated
material by rail, but this depends on the availability of the Hinksey Rail Sidings, which cannot be
known until nearer the time. We are currently preparing the planning application to construct a
temporary haul road to access the sidings which we are intending to submit by August 2022.
We’ve worked closely with local communities and partners over a number of years and considered
more than 100 combinations of options to reduce flood risk from the River Thames in Oxford. The
Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme is designed to cope with major floods of a scale Oxford last
experienced in 1947. Over the long term it will improve the local environment and increase
biodiversity in the area, leaving a true green legacy for the city.
If you have any further questions that aren’t covered on our webpage, please email us at
oxfordscheme@environment-agency.gov.uk.
You can sign up for newsletter updates by emailing us, and follow us on social media on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

All things bugs!
Poplar Class children have been very excited about their reading and writing this
term. We have been exploring all things bugs, through the book ‘Bug Hotel: A
Clover Robin Book of Nature’. Each week, we have been discovering all about the
different homes of the insects living in the bug hotel. We discovered that bees lay
eggs and collect pollen from flowers and decided to create posters during our
busy time. We also discovered that beetles come in so many shapes, sizes and
colours so we drew our very own beetles and their homes – which we now know
are called their habitats. We then used our drawings to write some fantastic sentences to let the
reader know more about our beetles. Next, we explored the symmetry of the butterfly’s wings and
had a go at printing so that our own butterflies have the same symmetry.
Through our learning, we have been asking many questions that have been challenging the adults
in our classroom!
During busy time, lots of us have been insect hunting and have
found spiders, beetles and bees within our outside area and we
hope to find many more as the term continues. We are also really
looking forward to creating our own bug hotel within our outside
area so we can give the insects a safe habitat to live.
In our science learning, we have been
identifying different wild and garden plants
that can be found around the school
grounds and keeping an eye out when we
are on our journey to and from school. During busy time, we have been
creating our flower window, as well as carefully painting pictures of the wild
flowers we see around us.
Continued/…
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In our outdoor area, we have started our own little garden, planting peas, spinach and potatoes.
We look forward to planting more vegetables and watching them grow.
— Miss Howard and Poplar class (Year 1).

Year 3 Visit Chedworth Roman Villa
Last week, Oak Class and Willow Class, went to visit the National Trust site Chedworth Roman Villa
as part of their history topic of Roman Britain. Chedworth Roman Villa is located in Gloucestershire
and is one of the largest and most elaborate Roman villas so far to be discovered in Britain.

Oak Class spent the day looking at the wonderful Roman artefacts and mosaic floor coverings and
were given a guided tour around the whole of the villa where they learnt about the invention of
under floor heating as well as how to enjoy yourself at a Roman bath. They particularly enjoyed
learning about Roman lavatories! To finish off the perfect experience, Oak Class were then able to
have a go at making their own mosaic to take home. A perfect way to be introduced to a new
topic.

Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society (KenningtonADS)
There is still time to get tickets for Thank You for The Music, the Kennington ADS summer show.
We are planning a musical treat with songs from previous shows along with some favourites that
we have not had a chance to perform before.
We shall also continue to support our chosen charity, Royal Papworth Hospital, with a collection at
each performance.
Show times and dates are:
Friday 24th June

7:30 p.m.

Saturday 25th June

2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 26th June

2 p.m.

Tickets are just £10 and on sale now. Please contact the Box Office to book by email
at boxoffice@kenningtonads.co.uk or by ‘phone on 01865 739025. We accept payment by card,
cash, cheque or BACS.
Follow our facebook page @KenningtonADS to find out the latest news!
— Sarah Ellner
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Adventure Cub Scout Pack
Winter is always a challenging time as the weather is normally cold, wet and often
unpredictable! Despite this the Cubs looked at First Aid situations involving either
hypothermia (very cold person) or heat exhaustion (very hot person). Having learnt how to treat
these conditions the Cubs then interpreted these treatments in mini plays which resulted in some
interesting scenarios!!
Our Starscope evening saw the Cubs making their own star telescope and then shining their
torches through them onto the ceiling - the results were amazing creating our own Milky Way. The
Cubs then went outside and we did some real star gazing!!
Our Pack Forum gave the Cubs the opportunity to let the Leaders
know what types of activities they enjoyed, which badges they
wanted to try for and ideas for camp. Lots of good ideas and some
that were adventurous but unrealistic! The ideas will help design our
future programmes.
As part of the fun challenge evening the Cubs played tennis with
paper plate racquets and balloons for balls; raced flapping fish across
the hall (PHOTO); identified exotic fruits and to finish all the cubs took
part in the nose rolling ping pong ball race (PHOTO) - one of the
funniest races I have ever seen.

your life.

As part of our Awareness programme, we looked at hidden
disabilities focusing on deaf awareness and the Cubs saw a
fascinating film which showed how difficult it is to know when
someone is deaf; learnt some British sign language and
attempted to communicate with each other using sign
language - not the easiest language to learn but the Cubs were
left with the awareness of how a hidden disability can affect

For the International Badge, the Cubs looked at Scouting across the
world; created a collage of 3 different countries looking at the wildlife,
the people and the country. From there we looked at American Cub
Scouting and the Cubs tried one of their activities - building a bridge
from only small canes and elastic bands which had to be strong enough
to support a cup of water!! (PHOTOS) The cubs met the challenge
brilliantly and built some interestingly designed bridges, perhaps a little
wobbly but they did support the cups!! We had fun trying American
popcorn at the end of the evening.
For our activity evening we decided to make something for the
Cubs to take home for Mothering Sunday. Each cub was given a
small jar which they painted with their own design, we sealed
the jars and the cubs made labels for their jar and then filled
them with a small tea light and red heart shaped chocolates
(PHOTO) - they looked really great!!
Using recycled planters to plant up bulbs and seeds proved to
be a very messy but fun evening. Using the assorted trainers,
35

shoes and wellingtons that the Cubs had brought, we made drainage holes in the footwear and
then the Cubs put soil and grit inside them (& on the tables and the groundsheets as well!) and
then pressed them down into the footwear. They then chose either bulbs or seeds to plant in them
and we gave them a light watering! The Cubs were excellent at gathering the groundsheets up and
then taking them outside to get rid of the excess soil and helping to tidy up!
To finish the term we had a fun Easter egg hunt which the Cubs and the Leaders enjoyed even
though it seemed to take the leaders a lot longer to find the eggs that the Cubs had hidden for us
than it took for them to find the ones we had hidden for them!!!
— Krys Daniels, Cub Scout Leader
We now have young people on the waiting list for every section. Please get in touch to offer some
time to get to know the kids in our community and have fun yourself.
Kenningtonscouts@gmail.com

Fix My Street Super User Volunteers Needed

Oxfordshire County Council created OXTOG – Oxfordshire Together – to mobilise and support a
team of volunteers around the County to help look after their own roads, pavements and public
rights of way. As part of OXTOG there is a growing team of volunteers known as Fix My Street
Super Users.
The Super Users are, in effect, the ‘eyes and ears’ of the County Council Highways Officers and are
trained to report and action certain road repairs, specifically potholes and damaged kerbs, on lowspeed, minor roads using Fix My Street.
The Volunteer Co-ordination team at Oxfordshire County Council is currently recruiting more Fix
My Street Super Users in this area. The training takes place online in small groups.
If you already use Fix My Street and can walk around your town or village regularly (or even daily)
and would like to find out more, please contact: volunteercoordinationteam@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Kennington & District United Church Choirs (KDUCC)
The Choirs have begun rehearsals for our summer concert which will be held in July. The music is
great fun and is mostly a series of opera choruses. We still need more singers, so do come and join
us. Rehearsals take place in the Methodist Church on Upper Road from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on
Fridays.
Although it seems a while ago, the Choirs’ Easter concert in April was a great success. It was lovely
to sing in the Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford and perform Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater and
Vivaldi’s Gloria. The three soloists were truly outstanding. The choir was brilliantly led by new
director, Claire Sutton-Williams, and superbly accompanied on the piano by Jamal Sutton. It was
an afternoon of marvellous music made even better by the amazing generosity of the audience
and choir members. A fabulous £1720 was collected for the Nasio Trust library project. The
Director and Founder of the Trust, Nancy Hunt, was present and gave the audience more
information about the project. The sum raised included two very generous anonymous donations
of £500 each. If Gift Aid is claimed on the whole amount, this will bring the total to £2150.
— Amena Sutton

Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
Kennington Memory Club’s Day Centre for people
with dementia prides itself on the service it provides
to those who attend, our members. With three staff,
assisted by a band of volunteers, the sessions run
very smoothly. This is a very good staff to member
ratio and ensures that the support given to our
members is the very best. Personal care can be provided as needed and the varying individual
needs of members can be met. Activities are tailored to the interests of those present. Sometimes
a member will just want to sit and chat and not join in with what others are doing at that time.
That’s OK too, as there will always be a member of staff or a volunteer available and happy to do
just that. At the end of the day, the members go home content and relaxed and their carers have
had the bonus of a few hours free from their responsibilities.
If you know of anyone who would like more information about the Club’s Day Centre, please
suggest a phone call to our Organiser, Helen, on 07852 883496 or direct them to our website. It’s
not just for people in Kennington, but from a much wider area - Abingdon, Botley, Cumnor, Radley,
Wootton, for example.
— Isobel Birse
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk
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Kennington History Society
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to a talk by Martin Buckland on "Canal restoration:
benefits to wildlife and environment".
In June we will have a talk by Simon Wenham on "A crystal vision of Victorian Britain: The Great
Exhibition of 1851”.
All talks start at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church off Upper Road on the third Monday of the
month.
All are welcome, with non-members charged £2.50 each.
Tea and coffee are served afterwards.
We are still looking for a new Secretary but have welcomed some new members.
Come along and try it!
— Bob Johnston

Memorial Quiz Night
On 27th May last year the village was saddened to hear of Clive Young' s sudden death. Clive was a
long time resident known to many many people as an excellent carpet fitter. He was also involved
with Kennington Boys football and always supported the local playgroup and schools. The family
would like to celebrate his birthday on 18th June. Please do join us.

In Memory of Clive Young
Saturday 18th June 2022
Doors open 7:30pm, starting at 8pm.
Kennington Village Centre
Tickets £5 per person; maximum 6 per team.
Pre-booking essential
Contact Kimberley on 07584 247609 to book teams
Raffle on the night.
Bring your own drink; nibbles to be provided.
All money raised will be split between
Kennington Athletic Football Club and Kennington Pre-School
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Kennington Women’s Institute
We were very pleased to welcome our WI Adviser, Mrs Catherine Blaxall, to our May meeting.
Several items of business were dealt with, including advising our members of the recent sale of
Denman College. There were one or two questions about this from members which Catherine was
able to answer.
We had several entries for our ‘cup and saucer’ competition, and Mrs Tilston came first, Mrs
Maxted second and Mrs Rowland third.
Our speaker for the afternoon, Melanie King, was then introduced and Jennie gave an interesting
and informative talk “Tea, Coffee & Chocolate: How we fell in love with caffeine”. The usual tea
and biscuits ended a happy afternoon.
Our members will be celebrating our 97th Founders Day and Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee with a Bring and Share lunch at our June meeting.
— Maureen Palma

Kennington Horticultural Society
Wednesday 15th June 2022 in St Swithun’s Church
A presentation by Richard Preston featuring his garden, Primrose Cottage Steeple Aston
in north Oxfordshire, the talk is entitled “The Life and Times of Primrose Garden”.
You can register your interest at the meeting for the 13th July visit. Places can be booked
with the treasurer 01865 730961. The cost of the talk will be £3 and it starts at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 13th July 2022
A visit to Primrose Cottage. Hosted by Richard Preston. This visit will be by private cars
leaving Kennington at 6:30 p.m. Names please to the treasurer on 730961. Please
indicate if you can provide transport or if you need transport. The cost is £7.
The garden is about one acre in size. It was a kitchen garden until 1951 to the local "big
house" and then for another 50 years was a commercial garden growing crops to be sold
directly to the customer. In 2000, Richard and his wife created a garden of many different
interests from vegie growing to island borders to ponds and everything in between. A visit
will include cup of tea or coffee and some homemade cake.
18th – 22nd August 2022
5-day holiday to RHS Manchester and Southport Show.
Saturday 10th September 2022
Annual Show to be held in the Village Centre.
— Brian Peedell
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No Miles Nursery at 140 Poplar Grove - Fundraising for Viva.org
Thank you to many friends who bought plants at the Horticultural plant sale in the church
grounds. We raised £128 on behalf of Viva.org as a result of this sale.
Many other sellers kindly donated plants to us, which are now available at our front patio,
in exchange for cash through letterbox.
A very big thank you to James, Bridget, Rob and Fiona, who helped to run the No Miles
Nursery table at the plant sale. THANK YOU!
All of the cash from plant sales goes to one of the church charities, Viva.org, who support street
children in various countries around the world. Cash through letterbox please.
Thanks for your support.
— Rosey Hollinrake

Apple Café
Apple Café is run by a fantastic group of volunteers, all
giving up time to make Apple Café a welcoming place
for everyone. Here's the story of one of our new
volunteers.
“My name is Linda French and I have lived in Kennington since 1999, so I’ve been told I’m still a
newbie. I retired from my work at Virgin Holidays in December 2019 and had great plans to travel
with my husband. Sadly, we all know what happened in 2020.
Once Apple Café opened up again, I saw they were looking for volunteers so I decided that this
may work for me too. I sent in a message via the Kennington Connected FB page. Thursdays are a
good day for me as Saturday I spend time travelling with my grandsons following them in their
basketball leagues.
Apple café volunteering really is a lovely way to meet the locals and have a quick chat, I enjoy
working with the other volunteers and I feel no pressure to do more days than I can manage. Some
months I can only do one Thursday, other months I can maybe do two or three. It really is a super
environment.”
Dates for your diary:
Knitter Natter:

9th June, 7th July

Traditional board games:

25th June, 16th July

Last Apple Café before summer break:

16th July
— Emily Gooding
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Kennington Walkers
Kennington Walkers Group have been walking for nearly twenty years, and after the pandemic, we
have been able to restart the walks. We are a group of people who enjoy a walk and company; we
don’t have any rules or joining fees. Everyone walks at their own risk and can walk as far and fast
as they want to. All are welcome regardless of age and gender.
The walks are on a Monday and Thursday starting from outside the village centre at 10 a.m. We
walk for approximately one hour and on Mondays finish up at the Tandem pub for tea or coffee.
On Thursdays if it is , we finish at the Apple Café. There are different choices of walks; some
walkers only like to do a shorter walk others go farther and possibly faster but we try to cater for
all tastes.
If you would be interested in joining us or would like further details, you can contact me either by
email e.rodgers@tiscali.co.uk or by telephone 01865 739173.
— Eileen Rodgers

Wild About Kennington - More about Hedgehogs
Thank you to all who enjoyed coming along to hear about how we can encourage
more hedgehogs to thrive in Kennington (see photos).
The hedgehog display was up for most of week in The Village Centre foyer for hedgehog
awareness week which was from 1st-7th May. The display was attended on Friday by members of
WaK when there was a steady interest, especially from people visiting the library and from
ballerinas and accompanying parents coming to their classes.

It was moved to the Apple Café for the morning of Saturday 7th May where there was a plant sale
as well. It was a beautiful sunny day and after buying plants people enjoyed coming in, browsing
the stand, talking about hedgehogs and purchasing their tea and cake! It was a friendly and buzzy
atmosphere. Gardeners after all were bound to be interested in hedgehogs! People also entered
the hedgehog raffle, sampled the hedgehog cookies on offer and children did hedgehog colouring.
— Rosey Hollinrake
wildaboutKennington@gmail.com — www.facebook.com/wildaboutkennington
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Support for those experiencing Long Covid
In March the Office for National Statistics reported that approximately 1.7 million
people in the UK were experiencing self-reported long Covid. Over half of these had
symptoms such as fatigue, loss of sense of smell and inability to breathe easily, with symptoms
lasting for at least a year. This can have a far-reaching impact.
In the short term, if you are employed and ill, sick pay may be available and there is information
about this on our website at www.citizensadvice.org.uk .If you think you are not receiving the
correct amount, the information there may help. If your income has dropped, an online benefit
calculator will show whether you may be entitled to additional financial help, such as Universal
Credit, Council Tax Reduction and Personal Independence Payment (PIP) etc.
Details of how to claim benefits, including contact numbers, are on our website. An unexpected
drop in income means that debts can quickly mount up and it is better to take action to manage
the situation sooner rather than later. You can talk to an adviser on our Debt Helpline: 0800 240
4420. There is also a link to webchat in the debt section of our website.
If you are being dismissed from work due to long-term illness, there is also advice about this on
our website, or you can speak to an adviser by phoning Adviceline: 0808 278 7907.
There is ongoing research into long Covid as so much is still unknown, and new groups are forming
to provide information and mutual support.
— Darius Halpern

The next Kennington Parish Council elections are a year away

Are you passionate about your community? Do you want to help make a long-lasting change? Do
you have innovative ideas for the council? Do you have concerns about a specific issue and want to
do something about it?
If this is you, we need you.
We need people from all backgrounds and experiences who reflect their community to put
themselves forward for election.
Make a change and become a councillor.
Find out more at https://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/local-elections or contact Kennington Parish
Council on 01865 421126 or clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
#MakeAChange #KenningtonPC #KenningtonParishCouncil
45
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Open Gardens 2022 – Sunday 26th June, 2:00-6:00pm
GARDENS LARGE AND SMALL, PLANTS, SECOND-HAND GARDEN & WILDLIFE BOOKS, TEAS
Kennington’s green-fingered gardeners will have a varied range of gardens for you to enjoy on
what we hope will be a lovely day on which to celebrate summer. Of course, open gardens also
mean tea and cakes and a great atmosphere in the village.
Help us build a LIBRARY FOR ALL in Mumias West, Kenya
All the money raised will be donated to The Nasio Trust, the Abingdon-based charity which
supports a community in rural Western Kenya. The money will be ear-marked for the building of a
community library in Mumias County, with the aim of instilling a love of reading in the local
children and promoting literacy in the wider community.
How to get your ticket
Adult tickets cost £5 each, giving you access to all the
gardens. Children 14 and under go free. Buy your
ticket from 2p.m. onwards from the stall in St
Swithun’s Church grounds, where you will be given a
leaflet with a list of all the gardens, information about
refreshments, plant stalls, wildlife gardening, etc. and
a map. Expect nine or ten gardens to be open. NB
Cash only please.
How else can you support this village event?
•

Volunteer to help for an hour or two on the
day.

•

Bake and donate cakes

•

Donate plants for sale

•

Donate books on gardening, plants, flower arranging and wildlife for the book stall

If you can help with any of the above, please get in touch with Marilyn Farr on 01865 326519 or
marilyn.farr16@gmail.com.
Check for last-minute updates on the Open Gardens Day at www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk.
— Marilyn Farr & Norma Sweeney
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3rd Kennington Brownies
What have we been doing? We are working on our
‘Brownies Skills for My Future’ badge which
involves the Inventing, Jobs and Languages
modules. We have already done some work on the
Inventing Badge. Part of that continuation will be to create a new and exciting
Fajhita! The girls will bring in their own ingredients, create and name their
Fajhita and then eat it!
The girls will also be thinking about what job they would like to do when all
grown up. A poster is an ideal way to show the type of job, advertising and
what skills they might need or qualifications.
Another part of the badge is all about languages. Our Brownies can already speak a bit of French,
Spanish and even Mandarin. We will have lots of fun practising the phrases for saying hello and
goodbye, how to order food and drink and generally talking about the language and the country.
Calling all Brownies to have a fabulous mini holiday to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee! I
can see lots of cake and yummy things to be eaten as our Brownies will never turn down food! We
will be making all sorts of relevant crafts and perhaps a tiara or two! There will be beacon lighting
all across the country in 70 locations to mark the 70 years the Queen has been on the throne. The
Queen is our Girl Guiding patron. She will even light her own beacon on the grounds of Windsor
Castle.
As you can see from the photo, the Queen and her sister, Princess Margaret, were part of the Girl
Guiding Association, and the Queen has always been very supportive of the Movement. Aren’t
their uniforms interesting? The Queen was about 11 years old at the time of the photo. Have a
great time celebrating her 70 years!

— Eagle Owl
Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 years. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and
they can join at any time of the year. Please contact Angie on: 07758 756204 or
3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com. More information on Girlguiding and Brownies can be found
at www.girlguiding.org.uk
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From the Editor
The Kennington Chronicle Team joins the rest of the
nation in congratulating Her Majesty, The Queen,
on her Platinum Jubilee. I wonder how long it will
be before another generation sees a Platinum
Jubilee. I can’t imagine it will be anytime soon!
What a remarkable achievement by Her Majesty!
And of course we have an extended Bank Holiday to
enjoy the celebrations so we hope for good
weather.
We are halfway through the year and enjoying the
longer, warmer days. So much more is taking place
in the village as the summer begins and it is good to
see the events advertised here in the Chronicle. The
Parish Council will host an event on Forest Side to
mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The Open
Gardens at the end of June will be a marvellous opportunity to see some of the wonderful gardens
in this village and help the Nasio Trust to build the Mumias Library. I hope you will enjoy all these
events and I look forward to reports of them in the Chronicle.
Detective George E Farley is away at the moment. We could have done with his skills when a
mysterious event took place recently. A beady-eyed resident found 38 copies of the May Chronicle
in one of the roadside bins! We were all baffled by this so if anyone has any idea how the
Chronicles ended up in the bin, please contact me as soon as possible. Thank you to the resident
who alerted us to this.
Please don’t forget that there will not be an August Chronicle so make sure your events and
articles are all in the July Chronicle!
— Amena Sutton

Kennington Village Diary
The Village diary is now maintained as an online Google Calendar, updated
whenever new information is provided. Go to:
https://kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/diary/
to see the most up to date version and to see the submission instructions or
scan this QR code to avoid the typing!
Wed 1 Jun 2022
11:00am
Friends of Kennington Library - Author Talk with Heather Rosser
Venue:
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Description: Refreshments served before the talk. No need to book.
2:15pm
Venue:
Description:

Kennington Women's Institute
Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
Visitors are welcome to all meetings.

Sat 4 Jun 2022
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11:00am
Venue:
Description:

Friends of Kennington Library - Jubilee Children's Storytime and Craft
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
A special Jubilee story and craft session for children. Those under 11 must
be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Free to attend but booking
appreciated via Kennington Library on 01865 730763

Thu 9 Jun 2022
7:30pm
Venue:
Fri 10 Jun 2022
2:30pm
Venue:
Description:
Mon 13 Jun 2022
2:30pm
Venue:
Description:
Tue 14 Jun 2022
10:00am
Venue:
Description:
Mon 20 Jun 2022
7:45pm
Venue:
Description:
Thu 23 Jun 2022
7:30pm
Venue:
Description:
Sat 25 Jun 2022
10:30am
Venue:
Description:
7:30pm
Venue:

Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Friends of Kennington Library - Storytime
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
For preschool children and their guardians. Booking appreciated via
Kennington Library on 01865 730763
Friends of Kennington Library - Rhymetime
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
For preschool children and their guardians. Booking appreciated via
Kennington Library on 01865 730763
Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
All are welcome for coffee and a chat
Kennington History Society
Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
A crystal visit of Victorian Britain: The Great Exhibition of 1851 – by Simon
Wenham. Visitors welcome (£2.50 entry).
Friends of Kennington Library - AGM
St Swithun's Church Hall, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PN
No charge. Everyone welcome to attend, but only FOKL members can vote.
No need to book.
Classic Board Games at the Apple Cafe
St Swithun's Church Hall, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PL, UK
Cribbage, Chess, Scrabble or Dominoes. No cost, but food and drink can be
purchased
Parish Council Planning Meeting
Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK

Every Tuesday in June
11:00am
Venue:
Details:

Table Tennis Club
Kennington Youth Club, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG
Cost £2:00 per session - All equipment provided
Contact: Roy King 01865 735864
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be
submitted with artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the
10th of the month prior to publication. Advertisements accepted at the Advertising
Coordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability. All advertisements must be
checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator by the 10 th of the month.
Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Cost for Advertisements
Size

Per Month

Per Year (11 issues)

Size of Artwork needed
width x height

⅛ page

£14

£80

100 x 70 mm

¼ page

£24

£130

100 x 145 mm

½ page

£35

£230

205 x 145 mm

Whole page

£70

£450

205 x 290 mm

For information about Formats and other details for Advertisements go to
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising
CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising Coordinator
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication.
The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.
The editorial policy is News not Views.
Submissions to include name and contact details.
For information about Formats, Automated Reminders and more, go to
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial
CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS
editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the
Distribution Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:
Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Ken Rae (South End)
07747 608490
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
Copyright Ⓒ Kennington Chronicle. Copyright for some content is owned by the original submitters
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