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CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Bus Pass Group Contact Gillian Cox 01865 735590

CHURCH SERVICES
The pattern of Church Services is subject to change. Please refer to notices posted at the church or
the church website (www.rskbenefice.org) for up to date information

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Clergy

Useful Telephone Numbers & Contacts

EMERGENCY 24-HOUR................................................................................................................999

POLICE (24-hour non-emergency): Area PCSO Maddison Highmoor C9751..............................101

NHS non-emergency...........................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk...................................................111

County Councillor: Bob Johnston........bobtjohnston@gmail.com............................01865 730209

Incident Hotline (24 hours)........www.gov.uk/report-an-environmental-incident......0800 807060

Kennington Health Centre...................www.botleymedicalcentre.co.uk..................01865 730911

Kennington Patient Participation Group (PPG)...................................sylvbuckingham@gmail.com

OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) main switchboard...............................................01865 792422

OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111

OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)..........................................................................0800 317802

Parish Clerk: Rachel Brown..................clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk........................01865 421126

St Swithun’s CE Primary school...........office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk..........01865 415105

Village Centre Bookings.......................hallmanagerkvh@gmail.com........................07843 743718

Vale of White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard).................................01235 422422

What can I recycle?.......................................www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Church website for more information and updates: www.rskbenefice.org

Rest

The summer is upon us; schools will soon break up and the long holiday will start. Many of us will
be planning to take a break from home or work and go away for a few days – although we are
dreading the long, hot traffic queues or the long queues in the airports. Just thinking about it can
cause our stress levels to rise. Of course, we don’t have to travel. Having a break at home can be
just as beneficial (and maybe less stressful!). The whole point is to have a break from the usual
routine – to have time when we can be less busy, less stressed, less frantically trying to please
everyone but ourselves.

Practically  everyone  I  talk  to  says  they  are  ‘fine  but  very  busy’.  Life  is  a  real  struggle  at  the
moment. The economic situation of the country is deeply worrying as people struggle to pay bills,
to feed their families, to provide heat, or to be able to afford to go to work. Having a break from all
these pressures is more and more necessary. I realise of course that having a break is not possible
for everyone – those who are caring for the sick, or small children for instance, have constant
demands upon their time and energy. A break from routine is hardly likely to happen for them.
And yet rest, a change of pace, is so important for all of us. Even God rested. And he encourages us
to try to do the same.

We don’t find resting very easy. It does not seem natural to us - which is probably why the Bible so
often reminds us to rest. In order to rest we have to trust that life will still go on around us without
our having to constantly direct it. We can in fact trust God to take care of it, and of us.

For the Christian, Jesus is the ultimate rest. He invites everyone who is ‘weary and burdened’ to
come and rest in him. To rest from the cares of the world, from sorrow that surrounds us, from the
worries of everyday living, from the need to fill every waking minute of our lives. To hand our lives
over to him completely.

We may not all be able to get away to new places for a few days, but I do hope that everyone of us
will be able to take some time to look around us at the good and beautiful things in life. To be able
to step back for a moment to admire a rose, to smell its perfume, the intricate design of the petals,
to be able to breathe in a few lungsful of fresh air, to hear a bird sing – these are small steps which
we can all take regularly to lessen our reliance on our own weak and failing strength and to trust in
God to help us live the best life we possibly can.

With prayers for God’s peace in your hearts this summer and always.

— Rev Glynis Beckett

Services in July

3rd July 10:30 a.m. Benefice Eucharist to welcome Anne Curtis

10th July 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

17th July 9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Messy Church
Morning Prayer

24th July 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion 

31st July 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

Services in August

7th August 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

14th August 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion

21st August 9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Messy Church
Morning Prayer

28th August 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion 
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Children’s Church

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall; all are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services except when there is Messy Church.

Little Lambs  A group for pre-school children and their carers runs on a Wednesday morning in
term time from 9:15 a.m.

The Community Larder  runs on a Wednesday afternoon 3-5:30 p.m. Larder open with café and
play area. Contributions for the Foodbank can be left in the box at the back of church or in the
vicarage porch before 10 a.m. on the 1st of the month.

Church Grounds - Everybody is welcome to come in and enjoy the grounds.

Kennington Methodist Church Newsletter
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Rev. Peter Powers

Superintendent Minister and Minister at Wesley Memorial Church Oxford-based

Oxford Methodist Circuit

Tel. 07941 328155

I took up the book with great enthusiasm. It was loaned to me by a friend who knew I shared her
interest in local history. “The New Berkshire Village Book” is its title (with a forward by 'Miss Read'
of blessed memory). What pleasure I anticipated, taking a quick leaf through, looking for a place or
two especially dear to me. First, Upton...I can't find it. What about Blewbury? Oh, come on, how
could  they  have  missed  that?  Long  Wittenham  where  my  mother  went  to  school...Appleford
where we fished by the river...Childrey with my Dad's family connections….Milton, Steventon, the
Hendreds and the Letcombes. All missing. What is this? 

Struck by a moment of good sense I looked for the date of publication: 1985. So? What difference
does….? how does….? Ah, hold on, of course, of course, I should have remembered because (to
quote Max Boyce) “I was there”: in 1973 Local Government Re-organisation took place throughout
the land.  In it  the old North Berks  I  know and love was transferred to Oxfordshire.  Berkshire
received Slough (that  was  compensation?)  At  the  time an  Aunt  has  refused to  recognise  the
change. “I haven't moved,” she said. And to be honest, I too cling to being a child of Berks, not of
Oxon. That's where my roots are.

But my maternal family is from Bucks with connections to Yorks. My wife’s antecedents are in S.
Wales and the Forest of Dean. And, ah, history, ah time and change, a great number of folk in this
area  trace their  beginnings  to Wales.  Their  forebears  walked here  for  work  because  nothing,
certainly not industry and employment, stands still. And I recall memorials in Cornish chapels to
miners who had taken their skills and their futures to Australia, S. Africa, S. America. The Tolpuddle
Martyrs of Dorset, agricultural labourers, were sent to Australia. And our country is multi-racial.
How many of us are where we began?

Change is not always easy to handle. We all have our treasured history. Someone said: “Bloom
where you are planted.” That's a wise phrase which, taken to heart, can give more purpose and
less heartache. And we can seek the truth, follow the good, be moved by beauty, wherever we
are. In any case: “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I
ascend into heaven You are there; if I make my bed in hell, behold you are there.” (Ps. 139)

— John Rowland
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Sunday services in July at 10:30 a.m.

3rd July: Blessed to be a blessing? (prompted by The Beatitudes). Led by Revd John
Rowland.

10th July: “Together”  our  monthly  informal,  multi-sensory  worship  and  fellowship.
Songs,  prayers,  discussion,  tea,  coffee,  squash,  activities  for  all  ages.  All
aimed at enabling us to engage with each other and with God but rooted in
the here and now of our lives. Oh - and we even hear laughter. 

17th July: Celebration of Holy Communion led by Revd Peter Powers.

24th July: Worship led by Alistair Jackson.

31st July: Joanna Tulloch leads us on the last Sunday of the month.

Sunday Services in August at 10:30 a.m.

7th August: Worship led by Gillian Dodds

14th August: Together – our monthly multi-sensory informal gathering

21st August: Celebration of Holy Communion led by Revd Jean King

28th August: David Harper leads our worship

Tuesdays 12th July and 9th August:  Coffee mornings:

Yes, we are here to brighten up the  summer  months. Do come and join us for a relaxed
hour or so amongst friends, bargains and – well, what more do we need?

Church Council meets on Thursday 7th July at 7:30 p.m.

Thought for the month from John Wesley:

“Do all the good you can,

By all the means you can,

In all the ways you can…”

Kennington & District United Church Choirs

Invite you to a

Summer Gala ConCert
On

Saturday 9th July 2022

At 3:30 p.m.

In St Swithun’s Church, Kennington

Entrance is free but a silver and note collection will be taken for

Helen & Douglas House

Refreshments will be available for donations
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COVID-19 vaccine booster study

Recruiting 12- to 15-year-olds in Oxford

A new study on different options for a third dose COVID-19 booster vaccination in young people
aged 12 to 15 has begun recruiting at the Churchill Hospital, Oxford. The University of Oxford-
led Com-COV 3 study, supported by the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR),
aims to recruit 380 volunteers across nine UK sites. 

All  will  have received two doses of  the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine,  at  least  three months  before
joining. Researchers will deliver a third dose as part of the study.

The trial’s chief investigator Professor Matthew Snape, of the University of Oxford’s Oxford Vaccine
Group, said: “This study builds on the important results from previous studies, which have directly
informed the national and international use of mixed COVID-19 vaccine schedules. These studies
have included teenagers receiving the first two vaccine doses.

“A key question for teenagers now is how well they respond to different options for a third dose of
vaccine and we now need the help of young people in Oxford to help us answer this. If these can
be shown to produce a strong immune response with fewer temporary side effects then this could
improve the acceptability and uptake of a third dose adolescent campaign, both in the UK and
internationally.”

Participants will be randomly allocated to receive a full dose of the Novavax vaccine or a full, one-
third or child dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. A control group will receive a meningitis vaccine
followed by a Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine later in the study. Participants will not know which
vaccine  they  receive  until  three  months  later.  Researchers  will  analyse  the  immune  system
responses and any side effects to these new vaccine combinations. They will also examine if a one-
third adult dose is as good as a full child dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.

Professor Andrew Ustianowski, NIHR Clinical Lead for COVID-19 Vaccination Programme and Joint
National Infection Specialty Lead, said: “It's very important that continued research into how we
can best protect teenagers against COVID-19 takes place. The Com-COV 3 study will help us to
develop a better understanding of adolescents immunity when it comes to booster jabs.

“Thousands of volunteers are still stepping forward for a number of vaccine booster studies, two
years on since we began to recruit into the first COVID-19 vaccine studies. Their time, support and
generosity has been immense and helps us build upon the science of vaccine combinations. The
latest stage of the Com-COV 3 study will be key to providing important data on protecting young
people and their families.”

The study investigators anticipate reporting initial results in 2022. The UK’s regulatory body, the
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA), rigorously assess the safety and
efficacy of any new vaccine before considering market authorisation and subsequent rollout to
patients. The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) provides expert guidance to
UK health departments on vaccination, which takes into account a range of evidence, including
data from trials undertaken to understand the immunological impact of booster vaccinations.

Those interested can register via www.comcovstudy.org.uk

— Jessica Woods, NIHR
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Covid Vaccinations for 5-11 year olds

All children aged 5-11 continue to be offered vaccination against Covid-19 vaccine. Two doses of
the vaccine (at least 12 weeks apart) should give the child long-lasting protection against serious
complications of infection and some protection from mild symptoms. 

To book an appointment, please visit  https://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination or call 119.

The  NHS wants  to  support  you to  make an  informed choice  with  more  information available
here COVID-19:  A  guide  for  parents  of  children  aged  5  to  11  can  be  found  at
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-aged-
5-to-11-years/a-guide-for-parents-of-children-aged-5-to-11-years 

If you do not know your child’s NHS number you can get it:

• by checking your child’s personal health record (the red book given to you when your child
was born)

• by checking any NHS letters, prescriptions or test results you may have received for your
child

• by going to the NHS.UK website

• by asking your GP practice to help you  
— NHS Comms Team

Apple Café

Apple Café has had another busy month, with lots of new faces, both as customers and volunteers.
Board games have been enjoyed, and skills improved at “Knitter Natter”. The Hedgehog awareness
event  was popular,  and the “name the hedgehog”
toy has a  new name (Harry).  Naomi,  my daughter,
was delighted to win Harry, and he has joined us at
Apple Café a few times.

Apple Café will continue to be open until the end of
session on Saturday 16th July, then we shall have a
break over the summer, and will be back at the start
of term on Thursday 8th September.

To celebrate the summer, we are offering fruit scones
with clotted cream, jam and strawberries on 7th and 9th July. This is for eating in or can be taken
away if you prefer.

Dates for the diary:

Saturday 2nd July No Café, Church Fete from midday

Thursday 7th July Knitter Natter

7th and 9th July Fruit Scones & cream

Saturday 16th July Traditional Board Games

Saturday 16th July Last day before Summer break
— Emily Gooding
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Friends of Kennington Library
All events held in the Kennington Village Centre. Registered Charity 1179939

Please book with the library manager for events where booking is requested.

Children’s Events

Returning in September:
Storytime (2nd Friday of the month)

Rhymetime (2nd Monday of the month).
Term time only. For preschool children and their guardians. Booking appreciated to manage

numbers.

Gadgeteers Summer Reading Challenge 2022

The Reading Agency and Oxfordshire Libraries are excited to introduce Gadgeteers Summer
Reading Challenge 2022; a celebration of science and innovation, in partnership with the

Science Museum Group.
Join the Challenge for free at Kennington library between 9 July – 10 September 2022.

There will be lots of fun activity sheets in the library and additional sweet rewards provided by
FOKL for all the children that register at Kennington library.

All those who have completed the Summer Reading Challenge in Kennington by Saturday
10th of September will also be invited to the:

Summer Read party on Saturday 17th September.
Look out for updates on our Facebook page and/or on our website, throughout the summer.

Summer Reading Challenge Stories and Craft: 2.30 pm to 3.30 pm
Friday 29th July

Friday 26th August
Drop in, but places limited to a maximum of 30 children so prebooking strongly recommended.

Held in the main hall. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

WANTED – Young Volunteers

Too old for Summer Reading Challenge, but still want to join in the fun! 
If you are 14 years or over, and would like to help during the summer read with registering

young people into the challenge, reading, crafts and activities then don’t wait – sign up now
at: Summer Reading Challenge volunteer | Oxfordshire County Council. All those completing 10
hours of volunteering over the 6-8 weeks of school holidays will receive a thank you certificate.

Training will be provided.

COFFEE TALKS

No coffee talks in July and August! - Date for your diary:
Wednesday 7th September– 11am for 11:30am: Diana Bell. Art and Nature.

Look out for updates: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
https://facebook.com/friendsofkenningtonlibrary/ 

FOKL Chair: John Argyle:  chair@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
FOKL Secretary: Helen Hurrell secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

FOKL Treasurer: Hugh Fleming: treasurer@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk 
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Wild About Kennington - Wildflower meadow making

We are pleased to announce the winner of  “Guess the
Hedgehog’s  name”  competition.  Here  is  Naomi,  who
correctly guessed that his name is HARRY, of course! He
really looks like a Harry.

We hope that many of you enjoyed the Kennington Open Gardens last
weekend.

Alison and Sylfest Muldal made a mini-meadow in their garden, and in
midsummer, it is teeming with colour and butterflies. Here is how they
made it. In the Spring of 2009, they stripped the turf and sowed seeds of
a native wildflower and grass mix, suitable for the clay soil that most of us

have here in Kennington. They bought the seed from Emorsgate Seeds: wildseed.co.uk/mixtures.
In the first spring and summer after sowing, they left the meadow uncut, so that the wildflowers
and grasses could flower and seed. In late August, they cut all the vegetation with shears! (How
dedicated is that!) and left the cuttings to dry for 3 days, so more seeds could self-sow. Then they
raked up the cuttings and put them on the compost heap. They’ve since purchased a scythe, which
makes this final cut much easier.

I have purchased an Austrian scythe myself, from Simon
Fairlie of Dorset. His website is: www.thescytheshop.co.uk
It  costs  around £100 a few years ago.  After spending a
lovely  day  learning  the  technique,  I  use  it  to  cut  the
church long grass. It is so relaxing and ecologically brilliant
to use this method that has been around for centuries!
The  Austrian  scythes  are  really  light  to  use.  However,
more about this in a future issue.

Ongoing  care  of  their  mini-meadow is  as  follows:  Mow
normally until late April. Then ‘no mow May’ begins and
continues  until  September.  How  labour  saving  is  that!
Then they  scythe their  meadow,  raking off the cuttings
after a few days, and putting them on the compost heap.
Then they mow as normal for the rest of the year. Lucky butterflies!

P.S. We hope to join in on 29th August Bank Holiday Monday, the Parish Council Summer Fun Day
at Forest Side playing field. See you there!

— Rosey Hollinrake
WildaboutKennington@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/wildaboutkennington

OPEN GARDEN

174 Poplar Grove, Kennington 

Saturday 16th July 2022 from 2 to 4 p.m.

Refreshments available

Come and visit!  All proceeds to Sobell House
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Citizen’s Advice Bureau

OXFORDSHIRE SOUTH AND VALE CITIZENS ADVICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

Are  you  looking  for  a  new  challenge  and  want  to  give  something  back  to  your  community?
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice is looking for volunteers to work in our friendly offices
in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley or Thame. 

We give people the knowledge and confidence they need to find their way forward - whoever they
are and whatever their problem. Last year, our 127 volunteers supported over 9,200 people. We
were able to help four in five to resolve their problems.

We are looking for:

• Advisers: after comprehensive training you will be giving advice to clients in person or via
the  telephone or  webchat.  We give  advice  on  a  broad range  of  topics  including  debt
management, benefits, employment, housing and relationship issues. You will need good IT
skills and a desire to help people in your local community. 

• Receptionists: you will be meeting and greeting clients, inputting client data, sorting out
the post and paperwork from clients, sending out reminder texts to clients and making and
receiving phone calls. 

• IT specialists: to help to maintain our IT systems and support the service. Help staff and
volunteers with day-to-day IT issues, for example with trouble logging on, connecting to
Wi-Fi, and locating or accessing files. We also would welcome support to maintain our local
Citizens Advice website. 

• Training & HR Administrator: to assist our Training & HR Manager we are looking for an
experienced administrator to help produce training materials, organise training sessions,
maintain  training records and help with  HR administration.  You will  ideally  be  used to
using Microsoft Word and Powerpoint.

We would  like  you to  be available  for  two sessions  per  week if  possible,  either  mornings  or
afternoon or a whole day. We offer a rewarding, flexible and supportive working environment.

If you would like to make a contribution to your local community, gain new skills and meet new
people, please follow this link:

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/

Or if you would like to discuss these volunteering roles please email: 

recruitment@osavcab.org.uk

and one of our team will be in touch with you. 

OXFORDSHIRE SOUTH AND VALE CITIZENS ADVICE – NEW TRUSTEES NEEDED

Role: Trustees  

Organisation: Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens Advice 

Location: Head Office, Abbey House, Abingdon, OX14 3JD

We are looking for new Trustees to join our Board. As well as those with broad experience, we
would particularly welcome applicants with skills in governance or with a legal background. 
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We encourage applications from people of any age, background or identity and are committed to
equality and diversity.

We are a local charity providing free, confidential and independent advice to help people in South
Oxfordshire and the Vale of the White Horse resolve their problems. The main issues people bring
us concern benefits, debt, employment, housing, relationship and consumer problems. Following
advice, four in five people are able to resolve their problem and we help most to find a way
forward. We also use evidence to influence policies and practices that affect people’s lives.

Our  118 volunteers  and our  23  (mainly  part-time)  staff,  advise over  9,000 people  each  year
from four main advice centres. At present our advice centres are partially open and many of our
staff and volunteers operate our Adviceline service from home.  

We  are  members  of  National  Citizens  Advice,  which  means  we  have  access  to  its  services,
resources and support and it sets and audits our advice standards. However, as an independent
charity,  we are responsible for  running our own affairs  and much of  our funding comes from
District, Town and Parish Councils and local charities.

Trustees are asked to attend six Board meetings a year, held in the evening at various locations.
Each Trustee is encouraged to take an interest in a particular aspect of the charity’s work.  

What’s in it for you?

• make a positive impact for people in your local area by ensuring the local Citizens Advice is
sustainable and serves the needs of the community

• meet people and build relationships with trustees, staff and other volunteers

• build on your governance, leadership and strategy skills

• increase your employability

• and we’ll reimburse expenses too.

If  you  would  like  to  discuss  this  opportunity,  please  contact  Jane  Richardson,  the  Chair,  via
jane.richardson@osavcab.org.uk or email recruitment@osavcab.org.uk for an application form.

Library Books to Your Door from OCC

If you or someone you know are finding it difficult to get to the library, the Home Library Service
can help!

Run by Oxfordshire County Council, the Home Library Service is completely free and delivers books
and other library materials to hundreds of people across the county.

Friendly volunteers choose items you like and visit every three weeks to deliver and collect them.

The service is open to people who struggle to physically visit a library. It’s also available on a short-
term basis after illness or hospitalisation, and to people with caring responsibilities.

Registering is easy, simply call your local library or the Home Library Service on 01865 810259 or
email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk

— Naomi Cooper www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
Series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Theories Behind Various Schools Of Thought 

I have been asked to review another book, after last month’s book review was so well received. So,
I  shall  focus on Peter Wohlleben’s book, The Hidden Life of Trees – what they feel,  how they
communicate: discoveries from a secret world.

This is a book I wish I had read when I was younger. I am not saying it is a life changing experience
reading this, but it is a mind altering and expansive read, for sure.

In some shops, I have found this on the philosophy shelf.  From the title, some assume before
reading, this is the limit of this book, but it does have an environmental science influence. 

The running order of the sections of the book, is a flowing series of interesting titles, and every
chapter clearly covers the theories behind various schools of thought. 

For me, at times, some of the contents seemed too repetitive, and too speculative for the average
reader, who might be sceptical. For example, there is a lot of anthropomorphism in these pages,
and some will argue, trees are not sentient beings, and should not be portrayed as such. People
with experience in  the field might  be more receptive to some of  the newer  ideas  described.
Whoever  reads  it  though,  it  will  certainly  profoundly  change  the way you look at  Trees  (and
Forests).

The  author  highlights  areas  where  universal  understanding  of  tree  biology  may be  weak.  We
understand trees extract nutrients from the ground, but this book, surprisingly to some, reveals
that we don't  actually always know how they do it.  Osmosis,  capillary action,  or transpiration
cannot always account for the heights the nutrients reach.

I think how trees support the weaker specimens of the same species, hold metaphoric lessons for
how humanity could maybe organise its societies better. The strong ones weaken themselves, to
enable the weaker to strengthen. I don’t think I’ll ever forget Peter’s writings about this. Everyone
should make time to read this book.

This is a wonderful book, that’s accessible, readable and tells the story of the collaboration in a
multi-species forest ecosystem. The writing style develops in the reader, empathy for the forest
ecosystem, and it is a book which subtly alters perceptions of reality. In many ways, the book is
profound, maybe because when it was written, it wasn’t meant to be?

Happy Gardening!
— Stuart Mabbutt

Help for Ukraine

I am very grateful for the responses to the appeal made for children’s clothes. I have no doubt that
the need for clothing and medical/hygiene supplies will continue as long as the destruction of
Ukraine and the terrorisation of  its people lasts.  So,  I  am happy to be contacted if  you have
questions or goods.  

— John Rowland, 01865 736200; rowlandj@talktalk.net
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
www.stswithunsschool.co.uk

Project pylon; a Year 5 sustainability project

‘Project pylon’ taught us about the importance of sustainability and green energy
through the medium of creating structures out of willow. It was led by Mani, a
highly talented artist, and Sandy, a green energy engineer for Pivot Power. They taught us about
the importance of sustainable energy and the use of unique pylons across the world. We learnt
that some artists use their expertise to create and design new pylons in this world. We mastered
the understanding of how natural renewable resources can power our homes and pylons can help
us achieve this. We confirmed our knowledge of triangulation; it helps with the sturdiness of the
structure to keep it upright. 

Project Pylon encouraged us to make our own prototype pylons to spread the message of using
green energy. We formed groups of three or four and used our creative license to plan our pylons
through sketching out possible sculpture ideas inspired by other artists’ interpretations of pylons.
We used willow to create our structures, weaving it to minimise our use of tape. The pylons could
be as creative as we wanted and encouraged us to problem solve throughout our creative process.
Our final designs included: rockets, hot-air balloon, flower, man, bird, lantern and even a crab.
After a while, we were in full flow and we couldn't wait to finish them.

We  were  amazed  to  see  our  pylon  structures  take  shape;  they  came  to  life  as  we  worked
collaboratively throughout the process. It went well because we measured and compromised our
designs to make a structure that could maintain its shape and stand. Sometimes, if the structure
was not triangulated efficiently, we improvised and managed to calm our nerves and frustration to
problem solve our issue. Some areas might not have turned out how we expected, but we are very
proud of our result. At 3 o’clock, we all  celebrated our achievements and presented all  of our
pylons. This was a fantastic way to end as we learnt about everyone's pylons. Our experience of
building  these  magnificent  pylons  is  memorable  and  the  message  of  sustainability  and green
energy has made us consider our impact on the environment.

— By Cam Baker, Ellie Dean, Nicole Blacker, Reme James, Robin Ash and Zakir Ali (Hazel, Year 5)
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News from Reception Class, Rabbits & Hedgehogs

This term in Rabbits  and Hedgehogs class,  we have been lucky enough to get to visit  Science
Oxford.

We  had  an  absolutely  amazing  time  and  it  was  lovely  to  see  how  intrigued  and  fascinated
everybody was.

During our visit  we explored the outside trail,  learning about how bees pollinate flowers and
embarked on our very own mini  beast hunt.  We also explored the big  rooms inside enjoying
windup toys, bee bots and exploration bottles. In the last room we then had the opportunity to
explore air tubes, rotating cogs and a heat sensor machine to name a few. 

‘I liked the air table; it was so much fun because the rockets fly so high’ - Noah

‘I like the Beebots because they were so amazing’- Eva

‘I loved everything because it made me really, really happy’ - Roxy
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Kennington Thames Rainbows 

We have been celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and now we are exploring,
both locally and further afield in Space. If your daughter would like to take part we have room.
Rainbows  can  now  start  at  4  years  old.  We  meet  at  Kennington  Methodist  Church  Hall  on
Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

You can contact Liz on 01865 730053 for more information but to register, go to the Girlguiding
website:

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/

— Pauline (Fern), Liz (Daisy) and Rhiannon Iris)

1st Kennington Guides

The highlight of this month was our trip to the Scouting the Zoo event at Marwell
Zoo. We had a fantastic time despite the rain.  We all  had our favourite animals and the lego
creations were amazing!

We have also enjoyed a number of  Jubilee activities,  including making a card to send to the

Queen, completing a skipping challenge and enjoying an afternoon tea of sandwiches and scones.

We are looking forward to enjoying the lighter evenings, including an evening sleeping under the
stars.

— Kerry Bosworth, Assistant Guide Leader

Guides is for all girls aged 10-14. If you'd like to join in the fun, please contact Jo on 07940 537992
or 1stkenningtonguides@gmail.com . More information, including opportunities for girls outside
of our age range, can be found on our website: www.kenningtonguides.org.uk
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3rd Kennington Brownies

The  Brownies  are  still  working  on  their  ‘Skills  building’  in
order to proudly wear this badge. They talked about ‘zero
waste’, how to achieve this and how to save on water usage. One Brownie said
that when she brushes her teeth, she turns the tap off until it is time to rinse.
The girls are so tuned into saving the planet by doing what is necessary to help.
Then the girls were given items of food with ‘sell by date’ and ‘use by date’ on
them. They had to decide which item they had to use up quickly to avoid waste

to the item that could be kept in the cupboard the longest. Bit of discussion there!

This led onto more food involvement for the next project. Discussion again on food dates plus
knowing how to read the labels on products, what safe levels of calories, carbohydrates and sugar
levels were needed for adults for a healthy lifestyle. Then the girls were faced with a number of
food articles (sweeties high on the list and surprising that the onion wasn’t popular!) and they had
to decide as a group what the actual prices were for each article. They made great guesses – most
knew the prices of the sweeties! Then they were allowed to shop! The girls were given a limit of
£2 of coins and had to pretend to buy the products up to the £2 limit with one of the girls acting as
shopkeeper. It was all great fun and they were SO involved!

Toolboxes at the ready as the Brownies learned how to use
hammers and screwdrivers! They were each given a recycled
bit  of  wood  and  had  to  hammer  in  nails  and  use  the
screwdriver. Then with the nails/screws in place, the girls used
their creativeness with colourful wool to wind around the nails
making a unique pattern and then took their art home. It is a
known fact that in the field, there are more female engineers,
doctors,  plumbers,  electricians  –  you  name  it!  Nothing  is
impossible for girls. These practical skills they learn will come to the fore in their young life and
adulthood. I still remember my knots and have my own tool kit in a bright red box at home. 

So  have  a  great  summer  and  remember  that  we  start  again  in  September.  We  are  always
welcoming new girls!

— Eagle Owl

Brownies is open to all girls aged 7-10 yrs. We currently have spaces for more girls to join and they
can join at any time of the year. Please contact Angie at 3rdkenningtonbrownies@gmail.com or on
07758  756204.  More  information  on  Girlguiding  and  Brownies  can  be  found  at
www.girlguiding.org.uk

Sea Scouts Head to the Water!

Scouts prides itself on being a youth-led organisation and at the 40th Scouts we continually strive
to make this a reality. At a recent forum, we asked the Scouts what activities they would most like
to do, with paintballing coming out as a very popular activity. With a bit of planning, we were
happy to take our Scouts to a low impact paint ball arena back in April. Though we don’t believe
any of our Scouts have studied the Art of War, they thoroughly enjoyed the different scenarios set
up for them and had a real blast (don’t worry there were no real explosions).
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With the start of the summer term, we planned to make use of the good weather and get the
Scouts outside as much as possible. As a team building exercise, we had the Scouts assemble tents
with most of the patrols blind-folded and patrol leaders giving instructions. After a couple of ropey
starts, all patrols managed to assemble a tent each. 

We are also very happy to announce that from the 17th-19th of June, Scouts had their first camp
since lockdown eased, taking parting part in the County Aqua Camp in Dorchester. The weekend
saw Scouts taking part in lots of different boat activities including canoeing, kayaking and dragon
boating. The camp was a big success, and all attending had a wonderful time. It was great to be
finally back giving our young people the unique experiences that Scouting offers.

Finally,  we  would  like  to  congratulate  the  three  leaders  who  have  managed to  achieve  their
kayaking B1 permits allowing us to take our Scouts out on the water. We hope to start to offer
more water activities to our Scouts in the coming weeks. Watch this space!

— Warrior Leadership team

We  now  have  young  people  on  the  waiting  list  for  every  section.  Please  get  in  touch  at
kenningtonscouts@gmail.com to offer some time to get to know the kids in our community and
have fun yourself.

Kennington History Society

In  May  we  had  a  talk  by  Martin  Buckland  on  "Canal  restoration:  benefits  to  wildlife  and
environment on the restoration of the Wilts and Berks canal”, which was very well received and
most interesting.   

At the time of writing we are looking forward to a talk by Simon Wenham on "A crystal vision of
Victorian Britain:  The Great Exhibition of 1851.” Talks begin at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church
off Upper Road and are well attended.  All are welcome but non-members are charged £2:50. Talks
are followed by tea, coffee and biscuits. 

Now that the pandemic is less worrying, do try attending one of our talks as a taster.   Several
people have and have enjoyed them.  On Thursday the 7th of July there is a guided tour in Oxford
called  "Eccentric  Oxford",  led  by  Richard  O  Smith  (details  to  follow).  We  are  still  without  a
Secretary so we need a volunteer please; all  you have to do is to take minutes at Committee
meetings.  After July we shall not meet until the 19th of September.

— Bob Johnston
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Kennington Athletic Football Club – Review of 2021-22 season

Youth Football

This season, we had 11 teams in the Oxford Youth League and a new U8s Girls Team in the Oxford
Girls League. In addition, we have a thriving academy which will again provide us with a new U7s
team for the 2022/23 season. As a club we have had an extraordinary year with the Men’s dual
cup success and our U13s who made it all the way to the Berks and Bucks County Cup Final losing
narrowly and for the 4th time in 5 seasons. Our U16s are winners of the A League. There were
plenty of other trophies along the way.

Our U7s led by Jordan Trevelyan, who is ‘Kennington through and through’, has taken his talented
group of boys all over the county and further afield where they have come up against many strong
teams and formed a brilliant team unit,  cementing their position towards the top of that age
group.

Our  U8s Girls had a fantastic first season with growing numbers in the squad across the season
and the girls growing in confidence from game to game. They are already looking forward to next
season and increasing the number of girls’ teams.

The U8s have two teams, the Yellows and Greens. The Yellows won the A League Supp Cup before
Christmas and have maintained their position in the A league for next season. The Greens had
another good season claiming back-to-back promotions and a semi-final in the Autumn trophy.

The U9s move to 7-a-side and have grown their squad to 13 players and managed the tricky task
of giving equal time to every child. The whole team have grown and developed both individually
and as  a  group to  record  some significant  victories  throughout  the season including  a Spring
Trophy victory.

Another strong year for the U10s with promotion to the B league following a good first half of the
season. They held their own against some strong sides in the B league in the Spring section and
cemented themselves in that league ahead of next season. Now for the transition to 9-a-side and
offsides!

The U11 Greens, from the very bottom in U8s, completed an amazing journey winning promotion
from the B league at Christmas to the A League, holding their own and registering some fantastic
results.

The U11 Yellows had a strong season, hopefully gaining promotion back to the A league following
a strong Winter/Spring League season. They also won the Autumn Trophy and made the final of
the Spring trophy.

The U12s had an up and down season, missed out on promotion by 2 points and then had a tough
Winter/Spring season. The made the final of the Spring trophy event narrowly missing out but
ready to go again next season

As mentioned above the U13s made a historic route all the way to the County Cup Final which is
an outstanding achievement. They also finished runners up in the A League in both the Autumn
and Spring trophy, narrowly missing out on the title on both occasions. They are marching through
the summer tournaments winning at Thame and with more to come.

The U14s have had to deal with many challenges this season and they have truly turned round as a
team. They hadn’t won a game early on, but during the course of their league season have had a
change of fortune, picked up their first three points and battled to a few draws. They are becoming
a team of warriors and in recent tournaments with some new additions, have been overcoming A
and B league teams. The future is bright and next season should be a great one for them.
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Our U16s signed off their time at the club by winning their fourth A league title in 5 seasons.  This
great bunch of lads have a fantastic future ahead of them, and we all wish them well as they move
on in their footballing lives.

In summary another fantastic season for all our Youth Teams and everyone on the Coaching teams
and the Committee are hugely proud of each one of our players for all they have achieved.

Adult teams

On the whole,  another solid season for  both the first  and reserves men’s teams. Some more
trophies in the cabinet and progress from both teams with many new and younger players added
to an already strong bunch of players and a good group of men.

First team 

After a disappointing start  to  the season the first  team only  managed to pick  up 4  points  in
September from 3 games. However, they turned it round going unbeaten until January when they
were dumped out of the Presidents Cup. They dusted themselves off and managed to finish the
season unbeaten from then on finishing 3rd in the table. 

The  first  team  also  managed  to  create  history  for  the  club  being  the  only  men’s  side  from
Kennington to win a Berks and Bucks Cup. Through the rounds they saw off teams from Newbury,
Wargrave, Letcombe, Wraysbury and Aston Clinton before beating SB Phoenix from Farnham Royal
on penalties in the final after a 1-1 draw.

Reserve team

The lads had a good league campaign and were in the running for the title right up until the final
weeks of the season. However, they dropped some points and ended up in 3rd position 2 points
off the eventual champions Cropredy. 

As with the first team the reserves did manage to enjoy some cup success. They defeated Chinnor
Res, Marston Saints Res and Launton Res in the rounds leading to the final before beating North
Leigh Development 2-1 to lift the league’s Clarendon Cup. 

Both teams continue to progress positively, and both teams’ cup successes were a credit to all
involved at the club and it shows that all the hard work put in, pays off.

— Rob Cattell
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52nd (Oxfordshire) Regiment of Foot at the Battle of Waterloo 1815

Between 1803 and 1815 Napoleon Bonaparte waged war against most of the present-day nations
of Europe and, of course, Great Britain.

Napoleon’s final battle was at Waterloo in 1815 when he was faced with an Allied army led by the
Duke of Wellington comprising British soldiers augmented by Dutch, Belgian and German troops.
The British were positioned on the crest of a ridge at Waterloo with reserve troops behind and the
cavalry at the rear. The 52nd were commanded by Sir John Colborne as part of Major General
Adam’s Brigade along with the 71st (Inniskillings) and 95th (Rifles)

Shortly before noon on Sunday, June 18th, the great battle began, but the 52nd, with the rest of
Adam's brigade was in reserve and took little part in it until about 3 p.m., when the brigade was
moved forward and formed in squares of battalions, or in the case of the 52nd with 960 men, two
squares. In this formation the brigade was alternately shelled and charged by cavalry which they
repulsed. A little later the brigade was brought forward to the front line near to Hougoumont and
on the right of Maitland's Brigade of Guards.

The French infantry and cavalry attacks on the British had been beaten back, at high cost on both
sides and at 6:30 p.m. Napoleon heard the Prussians were attacking his right flank. He then made
the decision to launch his elite troops, the Imperial Guard, at the somewhat weakened British
Guards holding the centre on the ridge. This final assault by three battalions of French Grenadiers
was forced to a standstill in a fierce fire fight with the British 1st Guards. However, unknown to
them, three more battalions of elite Imperial Guard French Chasseurs were moving in column to
attack them from their left.

Seeing  the advance of  this  large column,  Colonel  John Colborne commanding  the 52nd Foot,
realised that  the moment of  crisis  was  at  hand and ordered his  regiment (of  just  under  one
thousand men) to wheel up against the flank of the approaching columns. Upon seeing the 52nd
Regiment  manoeuvre  to  position  their  line  parallel  with  the  long flank  of  the  French Guards
column (an enfilade), Major General Adam, ordered the other units of his brigade to support this
movement on either flank. The 52nd marched rapidly across the face of the slope, well below the
ridge line, upon the column of Chasseurs and Guards which had been ordered to attack the British
Guard. As they approached, they fired a series of crashing volleys which devastated and crushed
the French column. It stopped and after a short lived attempt to return fire, they simply crumpled
and ran as the 52nd charged on with the bayonet. The second and third attacks had both broken
and all along the French lines, across the battlefield, this cry of consternation was to be heard ‘La
Garde Recule!’ (The Guard Retreats). 

As the bugles sounded the charge, the 52nd Regiment bore down upon, broke and routed single-
handed the best soldiers of  France, and for  the first  time on that memorable day put victory
beyond doubt; for immediately afterwards came the Duke of Wellington’s order: " The whole line
will advance," and the British Army, led by the 52nd, swept across the field, pushing on until the
arrival of the Prussians to continue the pursuit.

This is the second of 6 articles on Oxfordshire history from John Clapton with 4 more to come.
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Parish Council Matters
Minutes available on-line at the Village website kennington-pc.gov.uk

The Future of Kennington

The parish council has been selected to take part in a pilot project to produce a ‘Neighbourhood
Priority Statement’ which will help to shape the future of Kennington. The document can contain
information relating to planning, traffic, air quality etc. and the council is seeking volunteers from
the village to share their ideas and help produce this statement. If  you are interested in being
involved, please get in touch as soon as possible.

Best Kept Garden Competition

This year’s competition took place on Saturday 2nd July. Many thanks to everyone who got their
gardens ready and to all the judges. Winners will be announced in the September Chronicle.

Councillor Vacancy

Unfortunately, no-one came forward for co-option at the June meeting, so there is still a vacancy
for a councillor to serve until May 2023. If you would be interested in this position, please get in
touch with the clerk.

Grants

Kennington Parish Council  has  awarded a grant  of  £200 towards  this  year’s  Kennington Open
Gardens.

Litter Mapping Project

Vale of White Horse District Council are undertaking a litter mapping project. Litter pickers are
asked to record the location and types of litter online using the online survey Litter Picking Project:
Form www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/littermapping . The survey will run until 30 September.

Summer Fun Day

A Summer Fun Day is being organised for bank holiday Monday 29th August at Forest Side playing
field from 11am – 4pm. We hope to see you there!

— Rachel Brown, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

July and August 2022

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre. Members of the public are welcome but
please inform the clerk in advance if you are planning to attend. 

Tuesday 19th July, 9th and 30th August at 7:30pm Planning Committee meeting

Wednesday 13th July at 7:30pm Kennington Parish Council meeting

Thursday 14th July at 7:30pm Playing Fields Committee meeting 
(Playfield Rd pavilion)

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the plan as they only have 21 days to send in their comments. Therefore, please telephone or
email the Clerk immediately you receive notification to ensure the Parish Council members are
aware of any neighbour objections. Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the Clerk or online
at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

To contact the clerk, write or call: Tel: 01865 421126 email clerk@kennington-pc.gov.uk
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Kennington Women’s Institute

Kennington Women’s Institute is now 97 years old and so we celebrated our Founder’s Day with a
bring and share lunch and also celebrated our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. There was so much food
we were “encouraged” to help ourselves to second and even third helpings. When we had eaten
our fill of the of savoury items, we started on the fabulous puddings provided by our committee.
However, we had to remember to leave room for a slice of our cake which was topped with the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee logo.

On display in the hall was our Banner. It had been away for some time because it was in dire need
of restoration and repair. We were extremely fortunate that Mrs June Maine was courageous and
confident enough to take on the task. She has hand stitched, using meticulous and precise stitches,
all the lettering and numbers. Apparently, June’s first task was to carefully remove the back of the
Banner so that she could insert a stiffener to make the whole thing much more firm and secure.
Then June had to sew it all back together. A massive task and we were all amazed and extremely
grateful for all her hours of work and the magnificent result.

You are very welcome to come to our next meeting on Wednesday, 6th July where you will be able
to admire the Banner and listen to a talk given by Graham Kirby. The talk is entitled “Miniature
hats – a family collection.” We meet in the Methodist Church at 2:15 p.m.

Please come and join us.

Our  meeting on Wednesday,  7th September will  be very interesting with a  topical  talk,  “Why
Farming Matters”. Please make a note of the time and date in your diary.

— Maureen Palma

Kennington Horticultural Society

Wednesday 13th July 2022.

Visit to Primrose Cottage. This visit follows on from the talk given by Richard Preston on 15th June.
It will be hosted by Richard Preston himself. This visit will be by private cars leaving Kennington at 
6:30 p.m. Names please to the treasurer on 730961. Please indicate if you can provide transport or
if you need transport. The cost is £7.00 per person.

The garden is about one acre in size. It was a kitchen garden until 1951 to the local "big house" 
and then for another 50 years was a commercial garden growing crops to be sold directly to the 
customer. In 2000, Richard and his wife created a garden of many different interests from veggie 
growing to island borders to ponds and everything in between. The visit will include a cup of 
tea/coffee and some homemade cake.

18th -22nd August 2022

5-day holiday to RHS Manchester and Southport Show.

Saturday 10th September 2022 

Annual Show to be held in the Village Centre.

Members wishing to exhibit at the Annual Show can register their interest by contacting the show 
secretary Alison Peedell, on 730961 or by email on brianpeedell@gmail.com and request a show 
schedule. Setting up will take place on Saturday 10th September from 11:00 a.m. The show will 
open at 2:15 p.m.

We do hope all those who entered last year will be willing to enter again this year.

— Brian Peedell
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Botley and Kennington Patients Participation Group

On May 19th the PPG executive met with Pete Culley, the new Practice Manager of the Botley
Medical Centre. His career experience is as a practice manager in dentistry, work for BUPA as an
area manager  and operations  manager.  He  has  most  recently  worked as  practice  manager  at
Southam.

Mr Culley told us that he had prepared a lot of practices for CQC visits and saw his role as ensuring
that they got to ‘good’ or above. He has developed an action plan for what needs attention and
will  seek  to  ensure  that  everything  is  in  place  before  the  next  Care  Quality
Commission inspection  is announced  (usually with only two weeks’ notice). The next one at BMC
is due in June or July. He is full time and will divide his time with 3 days in Botley and 2 days in
Kennington. He also noted that the BMC website will be replaced with a new one which should go
live in the middle of the summer.

The PPG Executive discussed the following points with Mr Culley:

• How would he like communication and consultation with the PPG to be carried out?

• Could the PPG be part of a regular monitoring team which would every six months review
progress  on  matters  to  ensure  that  what  management  thinks  is  happening  is  actually
happening?

• Securing test results

• Where tests take place 

• Issues of securing appointments

• Developing a practice newsletter

• Location of ‘face-to-face’ PPG meetings - in the surgeries along with technological support
to enable them to be ‘hybrid’.

He stated his firm intention to attend PPG meetings in person. The PPG will have met in person for
the first time in a long time for its June meeting which he will attend.

— Chris Sugden

No Miles Nursery at 140 Poplar Grove - Fundraising for Viva.org

The most challenging thing about selling plants, is labelling in an eco-friendly way! I stuck
paper labels on the plant pots, but the snails ate them! So I sourced some recycled plastic
ones but as they come all the way from China, I bought a load in bulk. They still cost 6p a
label. I then asked my lovely young neighbour, Catrina, to help with cutting up white plastic
margarine tubs. She has made fantastic labels.

However, the wonderful thing is, that I popped a note about my dilemma asking folk to return
labels, so I can reuse them. And some fantastic customer has returned them. So whoever that was
THANK YOU!

The good news is, that so far this year, I have banked £337.60. All of the cash from the plants I’m
offering for sale on my front patio, goes to one of the church charities, Viva.org. They support
street children in various countries around the world. Cash through letterbox please.

Thanks for returning white plastic labels if you don’t need them. 
— Rosey Hollinrake
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Detective George E Farley - The Fool’s Journey

Dear fine readers of the Kennington Chronicle,

I hope this finds all of you happy and well; long time no speak! Apologies that you did not hear
from me in May or June. I’m afraid to say that I wasn’t too well. With what, I’m sure you can guess.
I was lucky enough not to get it too badly, though it still knocked me for six! I spent many a glum
day in May resting in bed, with Basil curled up at my feet, and provisions brought to me by Daisy.
Speaking of which, it’s probably about time I introduced you to Miss Daisy Dutton. Or should I call
her ‘The Phantom Caller’? 

Daisy had been following my exploits in the Chronicle, and had, in most mischievous a fashion, led
me on a merry chase for my beloved hat. As a retired investigative journalist, Daisy had much to
say regarding mine and Basil’s  previous adventures around Kennington and thought she could
offer her expertise. Although, for the month of May, the main expertise that she offered me was
that of a dear friend. 

But now that I have fully recovered, thanks to both her and Basil’s support, the investigations can
continue. And it was no sooner that I had risen from my bed, that a new case was indeed afoot. It
happened something like this... 

Daisy had been heading to the river for a leisurely stroll, when she had overheard a most curious
conversation between two trainspotters, who were stood on the bridge that crosses over the train
tracks. 

“I’m telling you, I know what I saw!”
“A clown? You’re sure it was a clown, Phil?”
“Well, I’m not exactly gonna mistake a clown for something else now, am I? He was pulling sad
faces right at me! But you know what’s even weirder? This is the third time I’ve seen him this
month!”

Daisy, who is blessed with a keen instinct for a story, had spoken with Phil the trainspotter. He
confirmed that early that morning, around 6 a.m., he had been photographing an approaching
train. In the illuminated carriage, staring out of the window, he had seen what was unmistakably a
clown, and what’s more he had spotted him on the same train each Saturday morning of that
month. Daisy asked, “I don’t suppose you were able to get a photo of him?”

Twenty minutes later, Daisy was sitting on my favourite armchair in my front room, drinking a cup
of tea with two sugars, which is a ludicrous amount of sugar. When I had finished moaning that
she was in my favourite seat (an objection that she took absolutely no heed to), she showed me
the picture in question, which, using all her charm, she had managed to get Phil to email to her.
And there it was, as described, a peculiar sight indeed! A rather tall clown, with a very sad look on
his painted face. Upon seeing the picture, I couldn’t help but instinctively recoil back, exclaiming,
“Ugh! I hate clowns!” Basil darted behind the sofa and peeked out at us. He also hates clowns.

Daisy couldn’t resist a giggle, before saying, “I think we have our next mystery, boys.”

— Detective George E Farley
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Kennington Memory Club
www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

What a Jubilee! Our Queen, at 96 years old, has been on the throne for 70 years. Who would have
known that a 70-year anniversary is called a platinum one, so seldom is that personally achieved!
Kennington Memory Club were pleased to be able to celebrate along with the nation. We had a
lovely Jubilee Tea Party and Dance just before the Jubilee weekend, to get everyone in the mood,
which was much enjoyed by everyone.

Kennington Memory Club Summer Sale is being held in St. Nicolas’ Church, Abingdon on Saturday
9th July, 10 am – 12 noon.

Do come along and support us, and maybe you’ll find a bargain or a fresh baked cake; yummy!

If you know of anyone who would like more information about the Club’s Day Centre for people
with dementia, please suggest a ‘phone call to our Organiser, Helen, on 07852 883496 or direct
them to our website. It’s not just for people in Kennington, but from a much wider area, Abingdon,
Botley, Cumnor, Radley, Wootton, for example. Sometimes a waiting list has to be operated, but
usually it is not for too long. The sooner contact is made the sooner we know the demand for
places and the name of the prospective member is fed onto any waiting list. We’re sorry we can’t
always accommodate all who would like to come straight away, but our venue and the healthy
staff-to-member ratio we maintain for safety reasons determines the number of those who can
attend.

— Isobel Birse - www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk

Have Your Say Events

...with your Police Community Support Officer

These are scheduled to take place on:

Tuesday 26th July at 10:30 a.m. and

Thursday 1st September at 10:30 a.m.

Both are in Kennington Village Centre.

— Maddison Highmoor C9751
Police Community Support Officer
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What a spread! Volunteers and committee members
getting into the spirit of the occasion

Our organiser, Helen, dancing
her heart out!

https://www.kenningtonmemoryclub.org.uk/
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KITCHEN KORNER!

Try these two accompaniments for those
summer BBQs

TABBOULEH

Chop finely and combine! Couldn’t be easier and the taste is SO fresh with parsley, mint and
lemon juice.

• 3 large bunches of parsley

• ⅓ cup bulgur wheat (make according to instructions)

• 4 green onions

• ¼ cup fresh mint

• 2 large tomatoes diced very small

• 1½ tsp salt

• ¼ tsp pepper

• ⅓ cup lemon juice

• ¼ cup olive oil

BRUCE’S SALSA (Bruce is from Canada!)

Chop finely and combine!

• 4 large or 6 small onions

• 4-6 sticks celery

• 6-8 tomatoes

• 2-3 green and red peppers

• 6 garlic cloves (I know!)

• Jalapeno peppers – as many as you like

• 1 small tin tomato paste

• ½ tsp salt

• ¼ tsp pepper

• Optional: hot tabasco sauce to taste
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From the Editor
Welcome  to  our  July  Chronicle.  Our  front  cover
shows the Women’s International Cycle Tour which
came through Kennington on Saturday 11th June.
We  were  Stage  6  of  the  Tour,  which  began  in
Colchester, Essex on Monday 6th June. It was quite
an honour to have the Tour pass through our village
and by all accounts it was quite spectacular! Over
50 cyclists, lots of police cars and motorbikes, and
the  spare  bikes  all  went  past  in  seconds.  It  was
lovely  to  see  Kenningtonians  lining  the  main
Kennington Road and The Avenue and cheering on
the  riders  as  they  went  by.  I  wonder  if  they
encountered  any  other  route  where  they  had  to
negotiate  bumps  in  the  road!  The  sunshine  was
glorious,  but  I  am  not  sure  they  had  time  to
appreciate  our  lovely  village  and  all  the  bunting

that was still out for them as I am sure they were concentrating hard on getting to the final finish
line in St Giles, Oxford.

Kennington continues to do its bit for the environment by rewilding the verges. So many colourful
flowers and invertebrates are now visible in the verges. Look out for the pink pyramidal orchids in
the verge between Playfield Road and Simpson’s Way, as well as the yellow rattle planted last year
to out-compete the very tall grasses. 

Detective George E Farley has returned. The poor man had Covid! There is a very interesting piece
of history to read about in the second in the series of six articles on the history of Oxford. In our
next edition, we shall feature some of the gardens that were open at the end of June which we
hope you enjoyed.

We  shall  now  take  a  break  and  return  in  September.  Thank  you  to  all  our  contributors  and
advertisers over the past year. The amazing Chronicle Team have supported me, kept the finances
going, produced, distributed and delivered the printed Chronicle to your door. Thank you all! Have
a super summer, everyone!

— Amena Sutton

Kennington Village Diary

The Village diary is now maintained as an online Google Calendar, updated
whenever new information is provided. Go to:

https://kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/diary/

to see the most up to date version and to see the submission instructions or
scan this QR code to avoid the typing!
Every Tuesday in July and August

11:00am Table Tennis Club
Venue: Kennington Youth Club, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG
Details: Cost £2:00 per session - All equipment provided

Contact: Roy King 01865 735864
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Wed 6 Jul 2022
2:15pm Kennington Women's Institute
Venue: Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
Description: Visitors are welcome to all meetings.

Tue 12 Jul 2022
10am Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
Venue: Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
Description: All are welcome for coffee and a chat

Wed 13 Jul 2022
7:30pm Parish Council Playing Fields Meeting
Venue: Playfield Road Pavilion

Thu 14 Jul 2022
7:30pm Parish Council Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK

Sat 16 Jul 2022
10:30am Classic Board Games at the Apple Cafe
Venue: St Swithun's Church Hall, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PL, UK
Description: Cribbage, Chess, Scrabble or Dominoes. No cost, but food and drink can be

purchased
Tue 19 Jul 2022

7:30pm Parish Council Planning Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK

Fri 29 Jul 2022
2:30pm Friends of Kennington Library - Children's Summer Read Story Time and

Craft
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Description: Children’s story time and craft session associated with the Gadgeteers 

Summer Read. Children under 11 must be accompanied by a parent or
guardian. Free to attend but booking appreciated via Kennington Library on
01865 730763

Tue 9 Aug 2022
10am Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
Venue: Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LR, UK
Description: All are welcome for coffee and a chat
7:30pm Parish Council Planning Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK

Fri 26 Aug 2022
2:30pm Friends of Kennington Library - Children's Summer Read Story Time and

Craft
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
Description: Children’s story time and craft session associated with the Gadgeteers

Summer Read. Children under 11 must be accompanied by a parent or
guardian. Free to attend but booking appreciated via Kennington Library on
01865 730763

Mon 29 Aug 2022
11:00am Summer Fun Day
Venue: Forest Side Field

Tue 30 Aug 2022
7:30pm Parish Council Planning Meeting
Venue: Kennington Village Centre, Kennington Rd, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5PG, UK
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
A volunteer-run village magazine distributed free to 1,800 Kennington households monthly except August.

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether  from  commercial  concerns  or  village  organisations,  to  be
submitted with artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by 4 p.m. on the
10th of  the  month prior  to  publication.  Advertisements  accepted  at  the  Advertising
Coordinator’s  discretion,  subject  to  availability  and  suitability.  All  advertisements  must  be
checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Coordinator by the 10th of the month.
Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee in
no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Cost for Advertisements

Size Per Month Per Year (11 issues) Size of Artwork needed
width x height

⅛ page £14 £80 100 x 70 mm

¼ page £24 £130 100 x 145 mm

½ page £35 £230 205 x 145 mm

Whole page £70 £450 205 x 290 mm

For information about Formats and other details for Advertisements go to:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/advertising

CONTACT: Mark Horseman, The Advertising Coordinator
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by 4 p.m. on the 15th of the month prior to publication.
The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.

The editorial policy is News not Views.
Submissions to include name and contact details.

For information about Formats, Automated Reminders and more, go to:

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/editorial

CONTACT: Amena Sutton, The Editor, 01865 739936
16 Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5RS

editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

DELIVERY: The Chronicle is delivered around the first of the month, except August. Contact the 
Distribution Coordinators for queries or problems with delivery:

Marilyn Farr (North End) 01865 326519
Ken Rae (South End) 07747 608490
distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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